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377.830 Limitation on motorist informational sign 377.845 Use of funds by Department of Trans or- permits; use of logo signs
tation after repayment of highway fund

Administration) 

377.835 Creation of Travel Information Council as
semi - independent state agency; members; 
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person; quorum; rulemaldng authority
377.836 Application of certain statutes to Travel
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377.992 Penalties

CROSS REFERENCES

Logs and trees deposited on state highways or county
roads, removal, 98.640 to 98.654
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may be imposed by municipal corporation, 281. 530

377.030

Digging or injuring plants along rights of way prohib- 
ited, 564.020
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TUGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION; MOTORIST SIGNS 377.105

TREES

377.010 [ Amended by 1959 082 §l; repealed by 1981
c. 153 § 79] 

377.020 [ Repealed by 1981 c. 153 § 791

377.030 Destruction or removal of

trees on state highways without permis- 
sion prohibited. No person shall dig up, cut
down, injure, destroy or in any manner re- 
move any trees growing upon the right of
way of any state highway without first pro- 
curing the written consent of the Depart- 
ment of Transportation. 

377.040 Application to department to
remove trees along state highways. 

Whenever any person, firm or corporation, 
including any public, municipal or private
corporation and any privately or publicly
owned utility or cooperative association, de- 
sires to dig up, cut down, injure, destroy or
in any manner remove any trees growing
upon the right of way of any state highway, 
such person shall file with the Department
of Transportation an application in writing, 
setting forth the reasons and purpose for the
removal or destruction of the trees. 

377.050 Consent of department for re- 
moval of trees along state highways. ( 1) 

Upon the filing of the application mentioned
in ORS 377. 040 the Department of Transpor- 
tation may, if in its judgment and discretion
the destruction or removal of the trees will
not mar or in any way affect the scenic
beauty of or otherwise harm, injure or affect
the highway, issue a permit authorizing the
cutting down, digging up, removal or de- 

struction of the trees under such conditions
and in such manner as the department may
in such permit designate. 

2) Such permits may be granted when it
becomes necessary to cut or remove brush
and tree growth which otherwise would be
hazardous to the operation or maintenance

of lines for the transmission of electric en- 
ergy or communication, or which would im- 
pair the efficiency of the service of such
lines to the public, but such cutting or re- 
moval shall be done in such manner as not
substantially to impair the scenic beauty of
the highway. 

HISTORIC AND SCENIC HIGHWAYS

377. 100 Study of highway system; des- 
ignation of historic and scenic highways. 
The Oregon Transportation Commission shall
conduct a study of the historic, scenic and
cultural values of the state highway system. 
The study required by this subsection is sub- 
ject to the following: 

1) In developing the study the commis- 
sion shall appoint a volunteer citizen advi- 

sory committee to advise the commission on
the study. 

2) The study shall identify and evaluate
areas of the state highway system for their
historic, recreational or scenic significance. 

3) The study shall designate highways, 
portions of highways or highway related
structures as historic and scenic highways. 
1983 c.552 § 1; 1985 c.260 § 11

377.105 Effect of designation as his- 
toric and scenic highway. When a high- 
way, portion of a highway or highway related
structure is designated as an historic and
scenic highway under ORS 377. 100, the Ore- 
gon Transportation Commission and the De- 
partment of Transportation: 

1) Shall provide for the rehabilitation, 
restoration, maintenance and preservation of
those features of the highway or structure
that have historical, engineering, recre- 

ational, scenic or tourist related significance, 
whenever prudent and feasible. 

2) May consult with the State Historic
Preservation Officer, state historic organiza- 
tions and other apprriate groups or organ- 
izations to determopine how to best

rehabilitate, restore, maintain and preserve

the significant features of the highway or
structure. 

3) In all highway planning and funding
considerations, shall provide for the contin- 
uance of the significant features of the high- 
way or structure, 

whenever prudent and

feasible. 

4) As the commission determines appro- 
priate, may arrange for and provide for post- 
ing of signs, consistent with ORS 377. 700 to
377.840, 810.200 and 810.210, to inform the
traveling public of the location and signif- 
icant features of the highway or structure. 

5) Shall not dismantle, destroy, abandon, 
significantly transform or sell the highway
or structure or any portion thereof or take
any other action that will adversely affect
the preservation of the highway or structure
as an historic and scenic highway when it is
prudent or feasible not to take such action. 

6) May provide for bypass highways to
divert damaging traffic from use of the high- 
way or structure or provide other means of
limiting or diverting use of the highway or
structure by damaging traffic. 

7) Are directed to seek and may accept
and use for the purposes of this section and
ORS 377.100 contributions, gifts, grants and
moneys from any source, public or private. 

8) May hold hearings that have been
given appropriate public notification before
any significant action is taken relating to a
highway, portion of a highway or highway
related structure that is so designated. 
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9) Shall consider aesthetics and environ- 
mental effects when the only alternative to
rehabilitation or restoration is to replace a
portion of a highway or highway related
structure so designated. [ 1983 c.552 § 2; 1985 c. 16
461; 1985 c.260 § 21

377.110 [ 1955 c.541 § l; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.115 [ 1959 c.309 § l; 1965 c. 219 § l; repealed by 1971

c.770 § 311

377.120 [ 1955 c.541 § 2; repealed by 1959 c. 309 § 221
377.125 [ 1959 c.309 § 2; 1963 c.400 § 1; 1965 c.219 § 2; 

repealed by 1971 c.770 § 311

377.130 [ 1955 c. 541 § 3; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.135 [ 1959 c.309 §3; 1965 c. 219 § 3; repealed by 1971

c.770 § 311

377.140 ( 1955 c.377 § 14; 1959 c. 94 § l; repealed by 1959
c.309 § 221

377.145 ( 1959 c. 309 § 4; 1965 c.219 §4; repealed by 1971
c. 770 § 311

377.150 [ 1955 c.541 § 4; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.155 [ 1959 c.309 §5; 1965 c. 219 § 5; repealed by 1971

c.770 § 31] 

377.160 [ 1955 c.541 § 5; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.165 [ 1959 c.309 § 6; repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311
377.170 [ 1955 c.541 § 15; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.175 [ 1959 c.309 § 7; 1965 c.219 §6; repealed by 1971

c.770 § 311

377.178 [ 1965 c. 219 § 13; repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 31] 
377.180 [ 1955 c.541 § 6; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.181 [ 1961 c.615 § 13; 1965 c.219 § 7; repealed by

1971 c.770 § 311

377.185 [ 1959 c.309 § 8; 1961 c.615 § 9; 1965 c.219 § 8; 
repealed by 1971 070 §311

377.190 [ 1955 c.541 § 7; repealed by 1959 c. 309 § 221
377.195 ( 1959 c.309 § 9; 1961 c. 615 § 10; 1965 c. 219 § 9; 

repealed by 1971 c.770 § 311

377200 [ 1955 c.541 § 8; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.205 [ 1959 c.309 § 10; 1961 c.615 § 11; repealed by

1965 c.219 § 10 ( 377.206 enacted in lieu of 377.205)] 

377206 ( 1965 c.219 § 11 ( enacted in lieu of 377.205); 
repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311

377.210 [ 1955 c.541 § 9; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.215 [ 1959 c.309 § 11; 1963 c.400 § 2; 1965 c.219 § 14; 

repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311

377.220 [ 1955 c. 541 § 10; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377.225 [ 1959 c.309 § 12; 1963 c.400 § 3; 1965 c.219 § 15; 

repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311

377.230 [ 1955 c.541 § 11; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377235 [ 1959 c.309 § 13; 1963 c.400 § 4; 1965 c.219 § 16; 

repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311

377240 [ 1955 c. 541 § 12; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377245 ( 1959 c.309 § 14; 1963 c.400 §5; 1965 c.219 § 17; 

repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311

3772M [ 1955 c.541 § 16; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
3772W [ 1959 c.309 § 15; 1961 c. 615 § 14; 1963 c.400 § 6; 

1965 c.219 § 18; repealed by 1971 c.770 § 311
377260 [ 1955 c.541 § 18; repealed by 1959 c. 309 § 221
377265 ( 1959 c.309 § 16; 1963 c.400 § 7; 1965 c.219 § 19; 

repealed by 1971 c.770 § 311

377.270 [ 1955 c. 541 § 17; repealed by 1959 c.309 § 221
377275 ( 1959 c. 309 § 17; 1963 c.400 § 8; 1965 c.219 § 20; 

repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311

3772M [ 1955 c.541 § 13; 1957 c. 465 § 2; repealed by
1959 c.309 § 22] 

377285 [ 1959 c.309 § 18; 1961 c.615 § 15; 1963 c.400 § 9; 
1965 c.219 § 21; repealed by 1971 c.770 § 311

377.295 [ 1959 c. 309 § 19; 1963 c.400 § 10; 1965 c.219 §22; 
repealed by 1971 c.770 § 311

377.305 [ 1959 c.309 § 20; 1963 c.400 § 11; repealed by
1971 c.770 § 311

377.310 [ Repealed by 1953 035 §11
377.320 [ Repealed by 1953 c. 335 § 11
377330 [ Repealed by 1953 c.335 § 11
377340 [ Repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311
377350 [ Repealed by 1971 c.770 § 311

377.560 [ Amended by 1957 c.663 § 3; repealed by 1971
c.770 § 31] 

377.405 [ 1961 c.615 § l; 1963 c.400 § 12; repealed by
1971 c.770 § 311

377.410 [ 1961 c.615 § 5; 1963 c.400 § 13; repealed by
1971 c.770 § 311

311
377.415 [ 1961 c.615 § §7, 16; repealed by 1971 c.770

377.420 [ 1961 c.615 § §2, 4; repealed by 1971 070 §311

377.425 [ 1961 c.615 § 8; 1963 c.400 § 14; repealed by
1971 c.770 § 31] 

377.430 [ 1961 c.615 § 6; repealed by 1971 c. 770 § 311

SCENIC AREAS

377.505 Definitions for ORS 377.505 to
377.545. As used in ORS 377.505 to 377.545: 

1) " Public highway" means the entire

width between the boundary lines of every
state highway as defined in ORS 366.005. 

2) " Scenic area" means an area adjacent
to or along a segment of a public highway
that is within a federal or state park, is a
site of historical significance or affords a
view of unusual natural beauty, and has been
established as a scenic area under the pro- 
visions of ORS 377. 505 to 377. 545 ( 1975 Re- 
placement Part). [ 1961 c.614 § l; 1963 c.400 § 15; 1965
c.219 § 23; 1967 c.590 § 13; 1977 c. 578 § 3; 1979 c. 186 § 151

377.510 Signs visible from public high- 
ways regulated; junkyards prohibited; 
exceptions. ( 1) No sign which is visible from
a public highway shall be erected or main- 
tained in an area which has been established
by final order as a scenic area except: 

a) Directional or other official signs or
notices. 

b) Signs advertising the sale or lease of
the property upon which they are located. 

c) Signs advertising only the name or
nature of the business being conducted on, 
or the products, facilities, goods or services
being sold, supplied or distributed on or from
the premises on which the signs are located. 

d) Signs approved by the Director of
Transportation, or the authorized represen- 
tative of the director, erected and maintained
by a public utility or telecommunications
utility for the purpose of giving warning of
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HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION; MOTORIST SIGNS 377.610

the location of an underground cable or
other installations. ' 

e) Signs identifying incorporated or un- 
incorporated communities, erected in compli- 
ance with ORS 377.715 and 377. 756 to

377. 758, that are designed to complement the
scenic quality of the area in which they are
erected. Signs located in snow zones may be
more than eight feet in height to compensate
for snow if approved by the director. 

2) Unless adequately screened as pro- 
vided in ORS 377.620 ( 3)( a) or unless located
within a zoned industrial area, no junkyard
shall be established which is visible from a
public highway where the area immediately
adjacent to the public highway has been es- 
tablished by final order as a scenic area. 
1961 c.614 § 7; 1965 c.219 § 24; 1967 c.590 § 14; 1987 c.447
122; 1991 c.287 § 1; 1993 c. 741 § 451

377.515 Removal of nonconforming

signs deferred. Any sign lawfully main- 
tained in a scenic area prior to the estab- 
lishment of the area as a scenic area and not
included within the exceptions of ORS

377.510, shall be removed by the owner
thereof prior to seven years following the
establishment of the area as a scenic area, 

unless the sign is required to be removed at
an earlier date, pursuant to other state laws. 
1961 c.614 § 8; 1965 c. 219 § 25; 1967 c.590 § 151

377.520 [ 1961 c.614 § 2; 1963 c.400 § 16; 1965 c.219 § 26; 
repealed by 1977 c. 578 § 51

377.521 Status of previously desig- 
nated scenic areas. All scenic areas desig- 
nated prior to October 4, 1977, shall continue
to retain their designation as scenic areas. 
1977 c.578 § 21

Note: 377.521 was enacted into law by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly but was not added to ORS 377. 505 to
377. 545 by legislative action., See Preface to Oregon Re- 
vised Statutes for further explanation. 

377525 [ 1961 c.614 44; 1963 c.400 § 17; 1969 c.314 § 30; 
repealed by 1977 c.578 § 51

377.530 [ 1961 c.614 § 5; 1963 c.400 § 18; repealed by
1977 c.578 § 51

377535 [ 1961 c.614 § 6; 1963 c.400 § 19; repealed by
1977 c.578 § 51

377.540 Director of Transportation to
enforce orders and render administrative

assistance. The Director of Transportation
shall take appropriate action for the admin- 
istration and enforcement of orders issued
under the provisions of ORS 377. 505 to
377.545 ( 1975 Replacement Part). [ 1961 c.614 § 10; 

1963 c:400 § 20; 1977 c.578 § 4; 1993 c.741 § 461

377.545 Costs of administration. The
cost of administering ORS 377.505 to 377. 545
shall be paid from the State Highway Fund. 
1961 c.614 § 91

JUNKYARDS

377.605 Definitions for ORS 377.605 to
377.645. As used in ORS 377.605 to 377.645, 
unless the context requires otherwise: 

1) " Department" means the Department
of Transportation. 

2) " Director" means the Director of
Transportation. 

3) " Federal -aid primary system" means

the federal -aid primary system in existence
on June 1, 1991, and any highway that is not
on such system but that is on the National
Highway System. 

4) " Interstate System" means every state

highway that is part of the National System
of Interstate and Defense Highways estab- 
lished by the department in compliance with
section 103( e) of title 23, United States Code. 

5) " Junk" means old or scrap copper, 

brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rub- 
ber, debris, waste, or junked, dismantled, 

wrecked, scrapped or ruined motor vehicles, 
or motor vehicle parts, iron, steel or other
old or scrap ferrous, or nonferrous material, 
metal or nonmetal materials. 

6) " Junkyard" means any establishment
or place of business where there is accumu- 
lated on the premises eight or more motor
vehicles or an equivalent volume of junk that
is maintained, operated or used for storing, 
keeping, buying or selling of junk and the
term includes automobile graveyards, gar- 

bage dumps and scrap metal processing fa- 
cilities. 

7) " Maintain" means to allow to exist. 

8) " Main traveled way" means the

through traffic lanes, exclusive of frontage
roads, auxiliary lanes and ramps. 

9) " State highway" or " state highway
system" means the entire width between the
boundary lines of every state highway as de- 
fined in ORS 366.005, including but not lim- 
ited to the Interstate System and the

federal -aid primary system. 

10) " Visible" means capable of being
seen without visual aid by a person of
normal visual acuity. 

11) " Zoned industrial area" is an area

adjacent to a state highway or public high- 
way which is zoned for industrial use under
authority of state law. [ 1967 c.590 § 3; 1979 c. 186

16; 1979 c.210 § 1; 1993 c.741 § 471

377.610 Public policy on junkyards. 
The Legislative Assembly hereby finds and
declares that establishment, maintenance and
operation of junkyards along public highways
should be controlled in accordance with the
provisions of ORS 377. 605 to 377.645 in order
to protect the public investment in such
highways, promote the safety and recre- 
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377.615 HIGHWAYS, ROADS, BRIDGES AND FERRIES

ational value of public travel on such high- 
ways, preserve natural beauty and aesthetic
features of such highways and adjacent

areas, and maintain the qualifications of this
state for its share of federal -aid highway
funds payable under title 23, United States
Code, and in furtherance of the purposes
previously established under ORS 366.705 to
366.735. [ 1967 c.590 § 21

377.615 Director' s authority to prom- 
ulgate regulations, enter agreements
with Federal Government. ( 1) The director
shall promulgate such regulations as are
necessary to carry out the provisions of ORS
377.605 to 377. 645. Except where federal law
or rules and regulations require otherwise as
a condition to receipt of federal granted
funds, the rules shall be promulgated pursu- 
ant to ORS 183. 310 to 183.550. 

2) The director is authorized to enter
into any necessary agreements with the

United States Government or any officer or
agency thereof authorized to make agree- 
ments pursuant to title 23, United States
Code, relating to the control of junkyards in
areas adjacent to the state highway system. 
1967 c.590 § 4; 1993 041 §481

377.620 Restrictions on maintaining or
establishing junkyard along highway. ( 1) 

Except as provided in subsection ( 3) of this
section, no ,junkyard in existence on June 30, 
1967, may be maintained after June 30, 1967, 
within 1, 000 feet of the nearest edge of the
right of way of. 

a) The Interstate System. 

b) The federal -aid primary system. 
c) Other state highways, unless permit- 

ted by the director and subject to rules
adopted by the director. 

2) Except as provided in subsection ( 3) 
of this section, no junkyard shall be estab- 
lished after June 30, 1967, within 1, 000 feet
of the nearest edge of the right of way of any
state highway or which is visible from any
public highway, as defined by ORS 377.505, 
where the area immediately adjacent to the
public highway retains designation as a sce- 
nic area pursuant to ORS 377.521. 

3) Except as provided in ORS 377.510
relating to location of junkyards within or
adjacent to designated scenic areas, this sec- 
tion does not prohibit the establishment or
maintenance along state highways of the fol- 
lowing junkyards: 

a) Junkyards that are hidden or ade- 
quately screened by the terrain or other na- 
tural objects, or by plantings, fences, or

other appropriate means so as not to be visi- 
ble from the main traveled way of the state
highway, in accordance with regulations
promulgated by the director. 

b) Junkyards located in zoned industrial
areas. 

4) No owner or operator of a junkyard
shall place any junk on a state highway right
of way. [ 1967 c.590 § 5; 1975 c.262 § 1; 1983 040 §122; 
1993 041 §491

377.625 Screening junkyard located in
restricted area. ( 1) Any junkyard which is
in existence on June 30, 1967, less than 1, 000
feet from the nearest edge of the right -of -way
line and visible from the main traveled way
of the Interstate System or the federal -aid
primary system and is not in a zoned indus- 
trial area, may be screened by the director, 
if economically and otherwise feasible, at lo- 
cations on the highway rights of way or in
areas outside of the rights of way acquired
for such purposes by the department. 

2) Any junkyard which is in existence
on June 30, 1967, less than 1, 000 feet from
the nearest edge of the right -of -way line and
which is visible from the main traveled way
of any state highway other than the Inter- 
state System or federal -aid primary system
and is not in a zoned industrial area, may be
screened by the director when it is finan- 
cially, economically and otherwise feasible. 
The screening may be located on the high - 
way rights of way or in areas outside the
rights of way acquired for such purposes by
the department. [ 1967 c.590 § 6; 1979 c.210 § 2; 1993
c.741 § 50] 

377.630 Removing junkyard from re- 
stricted area. ( 1) Where a , junkyard is in
existence on . June 30, 1967, less than 1, 000
feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way
line of the Interstate System or federal -aid
primary system, is not in a zoned industrial
area, and cannot be effectively screened as
provided in ORS 377.625 ( 1), then the depart- 
ment may secure such interests in land as
may be necessary to relocate, remove or dis- 
pose of the junkyard and may pay for the
cost of relocation, removal or disposal
thereof, as set forth in ORS 377.640. 

2) Where a junkyard is in existence less
than 1, 000 feet of the nearest edge of the
right -of -way line and visible from the main
traveled way of any state highway which be- 
comes a part of the Interstate System or
federal -aid primary system and is not in a
zoned industrial area, the junkyard may be
screened as provided in subsection ( 1) of this
section or may be relocated, removed or dis- 
posed of by the department after the portion
of the state highway involved becomes a part
of the Interstate System or the federal -aid
primary system, as provided in subsection ( 1) 
of this section. 

3) Where a junkyard is in existence on
June 30, 1967, less than 1, 000 feet of the
nearest edge of the right -of -way line of any
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HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION; MOTORIST SIGNS' 377.655

state highway other than the Interstate Sys- 
tem or federal -aid primary system, is not in
a zoned industrial area, and cannot be effec- 
tively screened as provided in ORS 377.625
2), then the department may, in its dis- 

cretion, secure such interests in lands as
may be necessary to relocate, remove or dis- 
pose of the junkyard. [ 1967 c.590 § 7; 1979 0.210 § 31

377.635 Junkyard in violation of re- 
strictions declared a public nuisance; au- 

thority to abate; when junk placed on
state highway right of way. ( 1) Any
junkyard which comes into existence after
June 30, 1967, and which is in violation of
ORS 377.620, is hereby found and declared to
be a public nuisance. The director, 30 days
after written notice is mailed to the person
owning or operating the junkyard, may insti- 
tute, on behalf of the department any legal
proceedings the director considers necessary
to prevent the violation of ORS 377. 620. 

2) Whenever the owner or operator of a
junkyard places junk on state highway right
of way adjacent to or in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the junkyard, the director, 10 days
after written notice is mailed to the person
owning or operating the junkyard, may re- 
move and store the ,funk. Junk placed on a
highway right of way adjacent to or in the
vicinity of a nkyard is prima facie evidence
that it has euen placed there by the owner
or the operator of the junkyard. After 30
days of storage, unless claimed sooner by the
owner, the director may sell or otherwise
dispose of the junk by sale or otherwise. 
When removal is performed by the director, 
the director shall not be liable for conversion
of any personal property and the director
may collect the director' s cost for removal, 
storage and sale or disposal from the person
owning the junk. [ 1967 c.590 § 8; 1975 c.262 § 2; 1979
c.210 § 4; 1993 041 §511

377.640 Acquisition of land necessary
to screen or relocate junkyards. The de- 
partment may acquire by purchase, agree- 

ment, donation, or the exercise of the power
of eminent domain, such lands or interest in
lands as may be necessary for the screening
or the relocation, removal or disposal of
junkyards. In exercising the power of emi- 
nent domain the department shall be gov- 
erned by the provisions of ORS chapter 35. 
1967 c.590 § 9; 1971 041 §361

377.645 Expenditure of highway funds
to screen or relocate junkyards prior to
availability of federal matching funds. ( 1) 

The department shall have the discretion as
to whether or not state highway funds shall
be expended for the purposes of the screen- 
ing, relocating, removal or disposal of

junkyards as provided - in ORS 377. 625 to
377.640, unless and until federal -aid matching

funds are appropriated and made available to
the state for such similar purposes as pro- 
vided in section 136, title 23, United States
Code. 

2) All money received by the director
under ORS 377.505, 377.510, 377.515 and

377.605 to 377.645 shall be credited to the
State Highway Fund. ( 1967 c.590 § §10,11; repealed

by 1983 c. 338 § 924; 1993 041 §521

377.650 Personal property not junk as
nuisance; disposition of property; liabil- 
ity. Any personal property not coming

within the definition of * unk as defined in
ORS 377.605, except a veicle as defined in
ORS 801. 590, which is deposited, left or dis- 
played on a state highway is hereby found
and declared to be a public nuisance. The
director may do any of the following with
respect to personal property declared to be a
nuisance by this section: 

1) Ten days after written notice is
mailed to the person owning the personal
property, the director may institute on behalf
of the department any legal proceedings the
director considers necessary to prevent the
violation of this section. 

2) Ten days after written notice, the di- 
rector may remove the personal property and
store it. After 30 days of storage, unless

claimed sooner by the owner, the director
may sell or otherwise dispose of the personal
property. Where removal is performed by the
director, the director shall not be liable for
any conversion of personal property and may
collect the cost for removal, storage and sale
or disposal of the personal property from the
person owning it. 

3) If the property is a sign, as defined
under ORS 377.710, that is portable or if the
property has been repeatedly deposited, left
or displayed in violation of this section, the
director may follow the procedures under
ORS 377. 655. This subsection applies not- 

withstanding any other provision of this sec- 
tion. ( 1975 c.262 § 4; 1983 c.338 § 925; 1985 c. 110 § l; 1993
041 §531

377.655 Rules for removal and disposi- 
tion of signs and property in violation of
ORS 377.650. ( 1) The department shall adopt
rules consistent with this section to provide
procedures for the removal and disposition
of portable signs or personal property that
has been repeatedly left, deposited or dis- 
played in violation of ORS 377. 650. 

2) Rules adopted by the department un- 
der this section may provide for any of the
following: 

a) A reduction in the times required for
notice of violation, opportunity for hearing, 
opportunity to remove the violation and re- 
moval of the violation. 
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b) Removal of the violation without
prior notice if the person committing the vi- 
olation has been given prior notice of the vi- 
olation. If removal is provided under this
paragraph, opportunity for hearing- must be
provided by the rules within five days after
the removal. 

c) Any other rules concerning removal
and disposition of such violations that the
department determines will reduce the re- 
peating of such violations. [ 1985 c. 110 § 21

MOTORIST INFORMATION SIGNS
General Provisions) 

377.700 Short title. ORS 377.700 to
377.840 and 377.992 shall be known and may
be cited as the Oregon Motorist Information
Act of 1971. [ 1971 070 §11

377.705 Policy. To promote the public
safety; to preserve the recreational value of
public travel on the state' s highways; to pre- 
serve the natural beauty and aesthetic fea- 
tures of such highways and adjacent areas; 
to provide information about and direct trav- 
elers to public accommodations, commercial
services for the traveling public, camp- 
grounds, parks, recreational areas, and

points of scenic, historic, cultural and edu- 
cational interest, it is the policy of this state
and the purpose of ORS 377. 700 to 377.840
and 377.992: 

1) To establish official information cen- 
ters and motorist informational signs, in- 
cluding sign plazas in appropriate locations
for the convenient arrangement of those
signs. 

2) To provide for publication and dis- 
tribution of official guidebooks and other
publications. 

3) To prohibit the indiscriminate use of
other outdoor advertising. 

4) To provide motorists, where feasible, 
a telephone emergency, information and res- 
ervation system for lodging. [ 1971 070 §21

377.710 Definitions for ORS 377.700 to
377.840. As used in ORS 377.700 to 377.840
unless the context otherwise requires: 

1) " Back -to -back sign" means a sign with
multiple display surfaces mounted on a single
structure with display surfaces visible to
traffic from opposite directions of travel. 

2) " Business identification sign" means

a sign not exceeding 32 square feet that
identifies a business and that displays only
information necessary to adequately describe
the business and the direction and distance
to the business. 

3) " Commercial or industrial zone" 

means an area, adjacent to a state highway, 
that is zoned for commercial or industrial

use by or under state statute or local ordi- 
nance. 

4) " Council" means the Travel Informa- 
tion Council created by ORS 377.835. 

5) " Cutout" means every type of display
in the form of letters, figures, characters or
other representations in cutout or irregular
form attached to and superimposed upon a
sign. 

6) " Department" means the Department
of Transportation. 

7) " Directional sign" means a sign iden- 
tifying and containing directional informa- 
tion to one or more public places owned or
operated by federal, state or local govern- 
ments or one of their agencies; a sign iden- 
tifying and containing directional
information to publicly or privately owned
natural phenomena or historic, cultural, sci- 
entific, educational and religious sites; and a
sign identifying and containing directional
information to areas of natural scenic beauty
or areas naturally suited for outdoor recre- 
ation, deemed to be in the interest of the
traveling public. 

8) " Director" means the Director of
Transportation. 

9) " Display surface" means the area of
a sign made available for the purpose of dis- 
playing the advertising or informational
message. 

10) " Double -faced sign" means a sign

with multiple display surfaces with two or
more separate and different messages visible
to traffic from one direction of travel. 

11) " Erect" means to construct, build, 
assemble, place, affix, attach, create, paint, 
draw or in any way bring into being or es- 
tablish. 

12) " Federal -aid primary system" or

primary highway" means the federal -aid
primary system in existence on June 1, 1991, 
and any highway that is not on such system
but that is on the National Highway System. 

13) " Freeway" means a divided arterial
highway with four or more lanes available
for through traffic with full control of access
and grade separation at intersections. 

14) " Governmental unit" means the Fed- 
eral Government, the state, or a city, county
or other political subdivision or an agency
thereof. 

15) " Interstate highway" or " interstate
system" means every state highway that is a
part of the National System of Interstate and
Defense Highways established pursuant to
section 103( e), title 23, United States Code. 

16) " Logo" means a symbol or design
used by a business as a means of identifica- 
tion of its products or services. 
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17) " Logo sign" means a sign located on
highway right of way on which logos for gas, 
food, lodging and camping are mounted. 

18) " Maintain," " maintained," " main- 

taining" or " maintenance" includes painting, 
changing advertising or information on dis- 
play surfaces, adding or removing a cutout, 
routine repairs necessary to maintain the
sign in a neat, clean, attractive and safe

condition, and the term includes allowing to
exist. 

19) " Main- traveled way" means the

through traffic lanes, exclusive of frontage
roads, auxiliary lanes and ramps. 

20) " Motorist informational sign" means
a sign erected in safety rest areas, scenic
overlooks, or in sign plazas and maintained
under the authority of ORS 377. 700 to

377. 840 to inform the traveling public about
public accommodations, commercial services
for the traveling public and points of scenic, 
historic, cultural, scientific, outdoor recre- 

ational and educational interest. 

21) " Nonconforming sign" means a sign
that is subject to, but does not comply with, 
the provisions of ORS 377. 700 to 377.840. 

22) " Outdoor advertising sign" means a
sign which advertises: 

a) Goods, products or services which are
not sold, manufactured or distributed on or
from the premises on which the sign is lo- 
cated; or

b) Facilities not located on the premises
on which the sign is located. 

23) " Protected area" means an area lo- 
cated within 660 feet of the edge of the right
of way of any portion of an interstate high- 
way constructed upon any part of right of
way, the entire width of which was acquired
by the State of Oregon subsequent to July 1, 
1956, and which portion or segment does not
traverse: 

a) A commercial or industrial zone

within the boundaries of a city, as such

boundaries existed on September 21, 1959, 

wherein the use of real property adjacent to
the interstate highway is subject to munici- 
pal regulation or control; or

b) Other areas where land use, as of

September 21, 1959, is established as indus- 
trial or commercial pursuant to state law. 

24) " Reconstruction" means replacing a

sign totally or partially destroyed, increasing
its size or performing any work, except

maintenance work, that alters or changes a
sign authorized to exist under the provisions
of ORS 377.700 to 377.840. 

25) " Relocation" includes, but is not

limited to the removal of a sign from one
situs together with the erection of a new

sign upon another situs as a substitute
therefor. 

26) ` Residential directional sign" means

a sign erected and maintained by an individ- 
ual to indicate the location of the residence, 
farm or ranch of the individual. 

27) " Rest area" means an area estab- 

lished and maintained within or adjacent to
a state highway right of way by or under
public supervision or control for the conven- 
ience of the traveling public, and includes
safety rest areas, scenic overlooks or similar
roadside areas. 

28) " Secondary highway" means any

state highway other than an interstate high- 
way or primary highway. 

29) " Sign" means any sign, display, mes- 
sage, emblem, device, figure, painting, draw- 
ing, placard, poster, billboard or other thing
that is designed, used or intended for adver- 
tising purposes or to inform or attract the
attention of the public, and the term includes
the sign structure, display surface and all
other component parts of a sign; when di- 
mensions of a sign are specified, the term
includes panels and frames; and the term in- 
cludes both sides of a sign of specified di- 
mensions or area. 

30) " Sign area" means the overall di- 
mensions of all panels capable of displaying
messages on a sign structure. 

31) " Sign plaza" means a structure

erected and maintained by or for the depart- 
ment or the Travel Information Council, ad- 
tcent or in close proximity to a state

ghway, for the display of motorist informa- 
tion. 

32) " Sign regulations for protected

areas" means regulations promulgated by the
department applicable to signs erected within

protected areas prior to, and in effect on, 
July 2, 1971, or amendments to such regu- 
lations promulgated by the department. 

33) " Sign structure" or " structure" 

means the supports, uprights, braces, frame- 
work and display surfaces of a sign. 

34) " State highway," " highway" or

state highway system" means the entire

width between the boundary lines of the
right of way of every state highway, as de- 
fined by ORS 366.005, and the terms also in- 
clude the interstate system and the

federal -aid primary system. 
35) " Tourist oriented directional sign" 

means a sign erected on state highway right
of way to provide business identification and
directional information for businesses, serv- 
ices and activities of interest to tourists. 

36) " Traffic control sign or device" 

means an official route marker, guide sign, 

warning sign, or sign directing or regulating
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traffic, which has been erected by or under
the order of the department. 

37) " V -type sign" means two signs

erected independently of each other with
multiple display surfaces having single or
multiple messages visible to traffic from op- 
posite directions, with an interior angle be- 
tween the two signs of not more than 120
degrees and the signs separated by not more
than 10 feet at the nearest point. 

38) " Visible" means capable of being
seen without visual aid by a person of
normal visual acuity, whether or not legible
from the main - traveled way of any state
highway. 

39) " Waiver" means an agreement exe- 
cuted between the owner of a sign, the

owner of the property on which the sign is
located and the department which provides
that those signs erected adjacent to an
interstate or primary highway after October
22, 1965, shall be removed, with partial com- 
pensation or no compensation, as provided by
the agreement. f1971 c.770 § 3; 1973 c.790 § l; 1974 s.s. 
c.33 § l; 1975 c.336 § l; 1977 c.265 § l; 1983 c. 111 § l; 1987
c.336 § 2; 1993 c. 741 § 541

377.712 Issuance of permits for certain
preexisting signs. ( 1) Notwithstanding the
provisions of ORS 377.700 to 377.780, the

owner of any outdoor advertising sign in ex- 
istence on June 12, 1975, located in a com- 
mercial or industrial zone in existence on
June 12, 1975, that meets all requirements
for obtaining an outdoor advertising sign
permit as set out in ORS 377.700 to 377.780
and for which the owner had not secured an
outdoor advertising permit as required by
ORS 377. 725 prior to June 12, 1975, either
because of ignorance of the requirements of
ORS 377. 725 or because the area, road or
street adjacent to which the sign was situ- 
ated was not, at that time, designated as a
state highway, shall be entitled to the issu- 
ance of an outdoor advertising sign permit
by the division upon application by the
owner of the sign and the payment of the fee
set out in ORS 377. 729. 

2) Notwithstanding the provisions of
ORS 377.700 to 377.780, the owner of any
outdoor advertising sign visible from a road
or Street that is designated as a state high- 
way after February 19, 1990, is entitled to

the issuance of an outdoor advertising sign
permit for the sign upon application by the
owner of the sign, payment of the fee set out
in ORS 377.729 and receipt of the affidavit
required under ORS 377. 723, if the sign was
legally located within a commercial or in- 
dustrial zone at the time of designation as a
state highway. ( 1977 c.265 § 7; 1993 c.376 § 11

Note: 377.712 was enacted into law by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly but was not added to or made a part of
any series in ORS chapter 377 by legislative action. See

Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explana- 
tion. 

Signs, Generally) 
377.715 Application of ORS 377.700 to

377.840; prohibition against erection or
maintenance of certain signs not in com- 
pliance with law. ORS 377.700 to 377.840, 
and the rules adopted pursuant thereto, apply
to outdoor advertising signs and directional
signs erected or maintained outside the right
of way along state highways and visible to
the traveling public from a state highway. A
person may not erect or maintain an outdoor
advertising or directional sign visible to the
traveling public from a state highway, except
where permitted outside the right of way of
a state highway, unless it complies with the
provisions of ORS 377.505 to 377.545, 377.700
to 377.840, and the rules adopted pursuant
thereto, and with federal requirements, in- 
cluding any statute, regulation or contract. 
A person may not erect or maintain an out- 
door advertising sign, directional sign or on- 
premise sign on the right of way of a state
highway. [ 1971 c.770 § 8; 1973 c. 790 § 2; 1974 s.s. c.33

2; 1975 c.336 § 2; 1983 c. 111 § 2; 1987 c.336 § 31

377.720 Prohibited signs; exceptions. 

A sign may not be erected or maintained if
it: 

1) Interferes with, imitates or resembles
any official traffic control sign, signal or de- 
vice, or attempts or appears to attempt to
direct the movement of traffic. ' 

2) Prevents the driver of a motor vehicle
from having a clear and unobstructed view
of official traffic control signs and approach- 
ing or merging traffic. 

3) Contains, includes or is illuminated
by any flashing, intermittent, revolving, ro- 
tating or moving light or moves or has any
animated or moving parts. This subsection
does not apply to: 

a) A traffic control sign. 
b) Signs, displays, devices or portions

thereof with lights that may be changed at
intermittent intervals by electronic process
or remote control providing only public ser- 
vice information such as time, date, temper- 
ature, weather or similar information. 

c) Signs, displays, devices or portions
thereof with lights that may be changed at
intermittent intervals by electronic process
or remote control and that advertise activ- 
ities conducted on the premises where the
sign, display or device is located. 

4) Has any lighting, unless such lighting
is so effectively shielded as to prevent beams
or rays of light from being directed at any
portion of the main traveled way of a state
highway, or is of such low intensity or bril- 
liance as not to cause glare or to impair the

1993 -31 - 132



HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION; MOTORIST SIGNS 377.725

vision of the driver of a motor vehicle or
otherwise to interfere with the operation
thereof. 

5) Is located upon a tree, or painted or
drawn upon a rock or other natural feature. 

6) Advertises or calls attention to a
business or other activity or a profession, 
commodity, product, service or entertainment
no longer carried on, produced, sold or of- 
fered. 

7) Advertises activities that are illegal
under any state or federal law applicable at
the location of the sign or of the activities. 

8) Is not maintained in a neat, clean and
attractive condition and in good repair. 

9) Is not able to withstand a wind pres- 
sure of 20 pounds per square foot of exposed
surface. 

10) Is on a vehicle or trailer that is lo- 
cated on public or private property. This

subsection does not apply to a vehicle or
trailer used for transportation by the owner
or person in control of the property. [ 1971

C. 770 § 15; 1973 090 §3; 1977 c.256 § 2; 1981 c.392 § 11

377.723 Affidavit of city or county

necessary for issuance of sign permit; 
requirements of affidavit. Notwithstanding
any other provision of ORS 377.700 to
377.840, the department shall not issue a
permit under ORS 377. 725 or 377.767 unless
the applicant for the permit submits affida- 
vits that meet the following requirements: 

1) The applicant must submit an affida- 

vit from each city or county that would have
jurisdiction over the proposed sign. 

2) Each affidavit must contain a certi- 

fication by the respective city or county that
the proposed sign would comply with all ap- 
plicable ordinances, plans, rules and other

requirements of the city or county. 

3) Each affidavit must be on a form pre - 
ared by the department. [ 1981 c.329 §2; 1987 036

4; 1993 041 §551

377.725 Permits required to erect

signs; application; fee; revocation; can- 

cellation; transfer. ( 1) Unless an annual

permit has been issued therefor, an outdoor

advertising sign or a directional sign shall
not be erected, maintained or replaced by
any person. 

2) A person may apply for a permit to
the director on forms furnished by the direc- 
tor. The permit application shall include a
precise description of the sign and such
other information as the director considers
necessary or desirable to determine compli- 
ance with ORS 377.700 to 377. 840. The direc- 
tor shall issue a permit for a sign that
complies with ORS 377.700 to 377.840. A

valid permit may be transferred to another
person upon written notice to the director. 

3) A permit shall not be issued for an
outdoor advertising sign or a directional sign
located adjacent to an interstate highway or
freeway unless the director determines that
access to the sign from the interstate high- 
way or freeway can be obtained without. vio- 
lating the access control line of the

interstate highway or freeway. 
4) A permit shall be renewed annually

on the first day of January. Application for
renewal of a permit shall be filed prior to
expiration of the term of the permit. If ap- 
plication for renewal of a permit is filed
within 30 days after the expiration of the
term, the permit shall be granted if an addi- 
tional fee equal to the fee specified by ORS
377.729 is paid at the time the application is
filed. Any permit not renewed in accordance
with this section shall be canceled. 

5) Permit fees for purposes of this sec- 
tion are established by ORS 377. 729. 

6) A permit shall be issued for one year. 
The applicable fee shall accompany the per- 
mit application. A fee shall not be prorated
for a fraction of a year or be refunded if the
sign is removed. 

7) For the purpose of determining the
permit fee: 

a) For a back -to -back sign, the permit
sign area includes both sides of the sign. 

b) A double -faced sign or a back -to -back
sign is one sign. 

c) A V -type sign is two signs. 

8) Advertising or information on the
display surface of a sign may be changed or
cutouts may be attached or removed within
the sign area without obtaining a permit or
paying an additional fee. However, a permit
shall be obtained and the prescribed fee paid
if the sign is reconstructed. 

9) A reconstruction permit may be is- 
sued for the addition of another face on the
opposite side of an existing, conforming sign
under permit, that is no larger than the ex- 
isting sign face. 

10) The director shall cancel a permit
and require removal of the sign as provided
by ORS 377. 775 if the director finds a sign
has been erected, maintained or serviced

from the highway right of way at any portion
of the right of way where the department has
acgired rights of access to the highway or
rights of access have not accrued to the
abutting property. In addition, the depart- 

ment may recover from the owner of the sign
or person erecting, maintaining or servicing
the sign, the amount of damage to landscap- 
ing, sodding, fencing, ditching or other high- 
way appurtenances resulting from such acts. 
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11) The director may revoke a permit, 
unless a corrected application is filed or the
sign is brought into compliance within 30
days after written notice thereof is mailed to
the permittee, if the director finds: 

a) The applicant has knowingly supplied
materially false or misleading information in
the application for a permit or renewal
thereof; or

b) The sign covered by the permit is in
violation of ORS 377.700 to 377.840. 

12) The director shall cancel a permit
immediately upon failure of a permittee to
erect or maintain the sign as described by
the permit application and to attach a permit
tag thereto within 120 days after the date of
issuance of the permit therefor. 

13) The director shall assign to every
permit when issued for an outdoor advertis- 
ing sign and a directional sign a permit plate
with identification number thereon and a
current permit decal. The permittee shall at- 
tach the applicable permit plate with the
current decal to the sign so as to be visible
from the adjacent state highway. The ab- 
sence of a permit plate and a current decal
is prima facie evidence that the sign does not
comply with ORS 377. 700 to 377.840. 

14) Except as otherwise provided in ORS
377.712 and 377. 765, no permits shall be is- 
sued for the erection of any new outdoor ad- 
vertising sign after June 12, 1975. 

15) The director may establish more
than one class or type of sign permit as nec- 
essary or desirable to carry out ORS 377.700
to 377.840. x1971 c. 770 § 23; 1973 090 §4; 1974 s. s. c.33

3; 1975 036 §4; 1977 c.265 § 2; 1985 c.553 § 1; 1993 076
2; 1993 c.741 § 561

377.726 Business identification signs
and outdoor advertising signs; permit

criteria. ( 1) Permits may be issued under
ORS 377. 725 for the following signs visible
from state highways, except those highways
on the interstate system: 

a) Notwithstanding the provisions of
ORS 377.725 ( 14), business identification
signs and benches utilized as outdoor adver- 
tising signs. 

b) Notwithstanding the provisions of
ORS 377.715, 377.725 ( 14) and 377.770, out- 
door advertising signs on bus shelters

erected or maintained for use by and con- 
venience of customers of a mass transit dis- 

trict, a transportation district or any other
public transportation agency. 

2) The annual fee for a permit under this
section shall be as provided in ORS 377. 725. 

3) The Oregon Transportation Commis- 
sion shall establish, by administrative rule, 
the number, size, location and content of the
signs and the criteria for the issuance of

permits under this section. [ 1977 c.265 § 8; 1979
c. 146 § 3; 1981 008 §21

377.727 Requirements for directional
signs. In addition to the provisions of ORS
377.725, directional signs shall meet the fol- 
lowing requirements: 

1) The maximum area shall be 150
square feet; the maximum height shall be 20
feet; and the maximum length shall be 20
feet. Dimensions and area under this sub- 
section shall be computed to include border
and trim, but exclude supports. 

2) No directional sign may be located
within 2, 000 feet of an interchange or inter- 
section at grade along the interstate system
or other freeway measured along the inter- 
state highway or freeway from the nearest
point of the beginning or ending of pavement
widening at the exit from or entrance to the
main traveled ways. 

3) No directional sign may be located
within 2, 000 feet of a rest area, park land or
scenic area. 

4) No directional sign shall be located
within one mile of any other directional sign
facing the same direction of travel. 

5) No, more than two directional signs
pertaining to the same attraction or activity
and facing in the same direction of travel
may be erected along a single route ap- 
proaching the attraction or activity. 

6) No directional signs located adjacent
to the interstate system shall be located
more than 75 air miles from the attraction
or activity. 

7) The message on a directional sign
shall be limited to identification and name
of the attraction or activity and directional
information useful to the traveler in locating
the attraction, such as mileage, route num- 
ber or exit numbers. Descriptive words or
phrases describing the activity or its envi- 
rons are prohibited. However, one standard
size graphic may be placed on each sign if
not prohibited by federal statutes or regu- 
lations. 

8) Privately owned activities or at- 

tractions eligible for directional signing are
limited to the following: Natural phenomena, 
scenic attractions, historic, educational, cul- 
tural, scientific and religious sites, and out- 
door recreational areas. 

9) To be eligible for directional signing, 
privately owned attractions or activities

must be nationally or regionally known, and
of outstanding interest to the traveling pub- 
lic. The Department of Transportation shall, 
by rule, develop specific selection methods
and criteria to be used in determining
whether or not an activity qualifies for this
type of signing. 
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10) The Department of Transportation
shall adopt such rules as it deems necessary
to carry out the provisions of this section. 
1974 s. s. 03 §81

377.729 Permit fee for signs. This sec- 
tion establishes permit fees for purposes of
ORS 377. 725. The fees are as follows. 

1) The permit fee for any sign in a year
in which the sign is new, is relocated under
ORS 377.767 or is reconstructed, is as fol- 
lows: 

Fee For Sign Area

25 .............. ............................. 25 square feet or less
60 ................. ............................. 26 to 50 square feet
150 ............. ............................. 51 to 400 square feet
200 ..... ........................... More than 400 square feet

2) The annual renewal fee and the an- 
nual fee for signs not described by subsection
1) of this section is as follows: 

Fee For Sign Area

10 .............. ............................. 50 square feet or less
15 ...................... 51 square feet to 400 square feet
20 ....... ........................... More than 400 square feet

3) If a permit remains valid under ORS
377. 768 pending relocation of a sign but is
not currently being used, the holder of the
permit must pay a fee of $ 5 on or before

January 1 of each year to renew the validity
of the permit for another year or until the
permit is used. If the fee required by this
subsection is not paid, the permit shall be
canceled. [ 1985 c.553 § 4; 1987 036 §11

377.730 License required to engage in
business of maintaining or erecting signs; 
fee; application; revocation; suspension. 

1) A person shall not engage in the business
of erecting or maintaining outdoor advertis- 
ing signs for other persons without first ob- 
taining an annual license therefor from the
director and paying the annual license fee. 

2) The annual fee for an outdoor adver- 
tising business license is: 

a) $ 25, if the applicant erects but does
not own signs. 

b) $ 25, if the applicant owns one or more
but fewer than 50 signs. 

c) $ 50, if the applicant owns more than
50 but fewer than 500 signs. 

d) $ 100, if the applicant owns more than
500 signs. 

3) An application for a license or re- 
newal thereof shall be made on a form fur- 
nished by the director, shall contain such
pertinent information as the director may
require and shall be accompanied by the ap- 

plicable annual fee. A license granted under
this section expires on June 30 of each year. 
The fee shall not be prorated. The director
shall by certified mail send to each licensee
a notice of expiration of license and a re- 
newal application form not less than 30 days
before the date of expiration. If a renewal
application is received by the director after
June 30, the license fee is double . the fee
specified by subsection ( 2) of this section. 

4) If the director finds that an applicant
has knowingly provided materially false or
misleading information in the application or
that a licensee has violated any of the pro- 
visions of ORS 377. 700 to 377.840, the direc- 
tor may revoke, suspend for a period of up
to one year or refuse to renew the license
unless a corrected application is filed or the
violation ceases, within 30 days after written
notice to do so is mailed to the applicant or
licensee. During the suspension of a license, 
the licensee may continue in business, but
shall not erect or reconstruct any sign re- 

quiring a permit under ORS 377. 700 to
377.840. [ 1971 070 §22; 1973 090 §5; 1993 041 §571

377.735 Exemptions from sign permit
requirements. ( 1) If applicable federal regu- 
lations are met, the permit requirements of
ORS 377. 700 to 377.840 do not apply to: 

a) Signs with an area of not more than
260 square inches identifying motor bus stops
or fare zone limits of common carriers. 

b) Signs erected and maintained by a
city showing the place and time of services
or meetings of churches and civic organiza- 

tions in the city; however, not more than two
such signs may be erected and maintained
that are readable by the traveling public
proceeding in any one direction on any one
highway. 

c) Residential directional signs along
highways other than fully controlled access
highways; however, this paragraph does not
apply if a professional, commercial or busi- 
ness activity is maintained at the location
and the sign indicates its existence. 

d) Official traffic control signs. 

e) Signs of a governmental unit includ- 
ing but not limited to regulatory devices, le- 
gal notices or warnings. 

f) Small signs displayed for the, direction, 
instruction or convenience of the public, in- 
cluding signs which identify rest rooms, 
freight entrances, posted areas or the like, 
with total surface area not exceeding four
square feet. 

g) Signs maintained for not more than
two weeks announcing an auction or a cam- 
paign, drive or event of a civic, philanthropic
or educational organization. 

h) Memorial signs or tablets. 
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i) Signs maintained for not more than
six weeks by state and county fairs, rodeos, 
roundups and expositions. 

Q) Directional signs maintained tempo- 
rarily to provide directions to places of busi- 
ness offering for sale agricultural products
harvested or produced on the premises where
the sale is taking place. 

k) A sign advertising the sale of real es- 
tate by the owner or agent of the owner and
erected on the advertised premises. 

L) Signs warning of hazards or danger
on the property upon which they are located, 
or warning against hunting, fishing or tres- 
passing upon such property. 

m) Signs approved by the director and
erected by a utility or common carrier for
the purpose of notices necessary for the in- 
formation, safety or direction of the, public. 

n) Church directional signs not to ex- 
ceed six square feet in size, installed on pri- 
vate property. 

o) Temporary political signs erected or
maintained by candidates or political com- 
mittees on private property, if the sign area
does not exceed 32 square feet and if the sign
is removed within 30 days after the date of
the election for which erected. 

2) The signs referred to in subsection ( 1) 
b), ( c), ( e), ( g) to ( L), (n) and ( o) of this sec- 

tion shall be subject to regulations adopted
by the Oregon Transportation Commission as
to the size, number and general location and
as to time and procedure for erection and
removal of temporary signs. 

3) ORS 377.700 to 377.840 shall not apply
to an outdoor advertising sign erected or
maintained within a city more than 660 feet
from the nearest edge of the right of way of
a state highway unless the sign is designed
to be viewed primarily from the state high - 
wa . [ 1971 c.770 § 14; 1973 c.790 § 6; 1975 c. 336 § 5; 1977
c.26 § 3; 1987 c.336 § 5; 1993 c.741 § 581

377.740 ORS 377.700 to 377.840 not in- 
tended to authorize signs prohibited by
other governmental units. Nothing in ORS
377. 700 to 377.840 and 377.992 is intended to
permit a person to erect or maintain any
sign that is prohibited by any governmental
unit. [ 1971 070 §251

377.745 Limitation on form and size
of signs. ( 1) An outdoor advertising sign
shall not exceed: 

a) A length of 48 feet. 

b) A height, excluding foundation and
supports, of 14 feet; or

c) A sign area of 825 square feet. 

2) In determining the dimensions of a
sign or sign area under this section: 

a) Cutouts that project beyond the bor- 
ders of a sign shall be included in measuring
the area of a sign, but not the height or
length of a sign. The sign area of cutouts
shall be no more than 20 percent of the area
of the sign to which attached. 

b) The limitations apply to each side of
a back -to -back sign. 

c) The size limitations apply to each sign
forming a V -type sign. [ 1971 c.770 § 20; 1973 c.790

71

377.750 Spacing between signs. ( 1) For

the purpose of applying the spacing provided
by subsection ( 2) of this section: 

a) Distances shall be measured lineally
along the highway and parallel to the center
line of the highway. 

b) A back -to -back, double -faced or V -type
sign shall be considered one sign. 

c) Distance from an interchange shall be
measured from a point departing from or en- 
tering onto the main - traveled way. 

2) Minimum spacing between outdoor
advertising signs shall be: 

Minimum space Minimum
between signs on space from

Type of highway same side of interchange
where erected highway ( in feet) in feet
Interstate Highway

Inside cities 500 None
Outside cities 2,000 500

Freeway
Inside cities 500 None
Outside cities 1, 000 500

Other state highway
Inside cities 100 None
Outside cities 500 None

1971 070 §21: 1973 c.790 § 81

377.755 [ 1971 070 §13; 1973 x790 § 9; 1974 s. s. c.33
4; 1977 c. 256 § 1; repealed by 1987 c. 336 § 71

377.756 Permits for signs erected by
city or unincorporated community. ( 1) 

The Department of Transportation shall issue
permits for the erection of signs authorized
by ORS 377. 756 to 377.758. Subject to sub- 
sections ( 2) and ( 3) of this section, permits
shall be issued at no cost to any city or
county that applies or to any nonprofit or
civic applicant approved by a city or county. 
Each permit entitles the holder of the permit
to erect one sign in accordance with this
section. 

2) Each city may be given permits under
this section entitling the city to erect not
more than two signs that are visible from
state highways and that are within the city
limits or, pursuant to a memorandum of
understanding with appropriate federal au- 
thorities, are no more than one mile outside
of the city limits. The permits may be given
directly to the city or may be given to a
nonprofit or civic organization designated by
the city governing body. 
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3) Each county may be given permits
under this section entitling each unincorpor- 
ated community identified in the county
comprehensive plan, as defined in ORS

197. 015, to erect not more than two signs
that are visible from state highways and that
are within one mile of the community growth
boundary as designated by the county. The
permits may be given directly to the county
or, if the county governing body so author- 
izes, to an unincorporated community or a
nonprofit or civic organization designated by
the county governing body. 

4) The department may not issue more
than 200 permits under this section. [ 1987 c.631

21

377.757 Requirements for signs au- 
thorized by ORS 377.756; payment of cost
of sign. ( 1) A sign authorized by ORS
377. 756 shall not exceed 48 square feet in
size and may not have a vertical or horizon- 
tal dimension of more than eight feet. Noth- 
ing in this subsection affects size

requirements for signs of a governmental
unit that are authorized under ORS 377.735. 

2) Signs erected pursuant to ORS 377. 756
to 377. 758 shall be kept in good repair and
shall be clean and attractive. 

3) A county may require an unincorpor- 
ated community authorized to erect a sign
under ORS 377.756 to 377. 758 to pay for the
cost of erecting and maintaining the sign. 

4) If a city or county obtains a permit
under ORS 377.756 for a nonprofit or civic
organization, the city or county may require
the organization to pay the cost of erecting
and maintaining the sign. 

5) Signs erected pursuant to ORS 377. 756
to 377.758 shall conform to the provisions of
ORS 377.720. [ 1987 c.631 § §3,41

377.758 Notification by federal author- 
ities that sign illegal; consequences. If

appropriate federal authorities notify the de- 
partment that the erection of a sign pursuant

to any of the provisions of ORS 377.756 to
377.758 is contrary to any federal law, the
division shall cease issuing permits and shall
cause any signs erected pursuant to ORS
377.756 to 377.758 to be removed. [ 1987 c. 631

51

377.760 [ 1971 c. 770 § 26; 1973 c.790 § 10; repealed by
1987 c.336 § 71

377.765 Status of previously existing
signs; removal upon payment of compen- 
sation. ( 1) Outdoor advertising signs in ex- 
istence on June 12, 1975, and lawfully
located within commercial or industrial

zones in existence on June 12, 1975, and

outdoor advertising signs visible from a road
or street that is designated as a state high- 
way after February 19, 1990, lawfully located
within a commercial or industrial zone at the

time of designation as a state highway, may
remain. " Subject to the provisions of ORS
377.700 to 377.840, such signs may be main- 
tained, reconstructed and relocated. How- 

ever, such signs shall not be relocated unless
a relocation permit has been issued therefor
pursuant to ORS 377.767. No permit may be
issued to relocate an outdoor advertising

sign that was not in existence on June 12, 
1975, except that signs that are visible from
a road or street that is designated as a state
highway after February 19, 1990, and that

were lawfully located within a commercial
or industrial zone at the time of designation
as a state highway, may be relocated within
the same section of the road or street. 

2) All outdoor advertising signs which
are lawfully located outside of a commercial
or industrial zone and visible from an inter- 
state highway or a primary highway shall be
removed forthwith upon payment of just
compensation as provided by ORS 377. 780. 

3) Upon payment of just compensation
any outdoor advertising sign located in a
scenic area designated pursuant to ORS
377.505 to 377.545 may be removed forthwith. 

4) Where an outdoor advertising sign
was reconstructed under a waiver, upon pay- 
ment of just compensation for that pportion
of the value which is not covered by the
waiver, such outdoor advertising sign may be
removed forthwith. 

5) Outdoor advertising signs in existence
on July 1, 1971, which are lawfully located
outside of a commercial or industrial zone in
existence on July 1, 1971, and visible from a
secondary highway and not within a scenic
area existing on July 1, 1971, or thereafter
designated a scenic area may be removed
only upon payment of just compensation as
provided in ORS 377. 780. Such a sign may, 
upon payment of such just compensation, be
removed forthwith. It may not be recon- 
structed or replaced if destroyed by natural
causes and it may not be moved to a differ- 
ent location. 

6) Subject to subsection ( 2) of this sec- 
tion, every outdoor advertising sign erected
since October 22, 1965, pursuant to a waiver, 
adjacent to an interstate highway or a pri- 
mary highway and outside of a commercial
or industrial zone shall be removed forth- 
with, without payment of compensation, un- 
less an owner of such a sign or signs, within
10 days after April 18, 1973, enters into an
agreement transferring title to the signs to
the state. Such an agreement may provide
for the leasing back of such signs and for a
scheduled removal which shall be not later
than December 31, 1975. 

7) If a secondary highway existing on
July 2, 1971, is subsequently designated as
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an interstate or primary highway, outdoor
advertising signs not conforming to the pro- 
visions of ORS 377.700 to 377.840 shall be
removed upon payment of just compensation. 

8) If any other highway is designated as
an interstate or primary highway, a noncon- 
forming outdoor advertising sign lawful be- 
fore such designation but nonconforming
thereafter shall be removed upon payment of
just compensation. 

9) Upon the construction or designation
of a secondary highway, after July 2, 1971 ' 
an outdoor advertising sign lawfully in exist- 
ence and not regulated under ORS 377.700 to
377.840 prior to such construction or desig- 
nation shall be governed by subsection ( 5) of
this section. 

10) Any outdoor advertising sign law- 
fully in existence outside of a city on July
2, 1971, beyond 660 feet from the nearest
edge of the right of way of' an interstate or
primary highway and designed to be viewed
primarily from such highway shall be re- 
moved by July 1, 1976, without compensation. 
1971 c.770 § 18; 1973 c.28 § 1; 1973 090 §lf; 1975 c.336
7; 1993 c.376 § 31

377.767 Relocation of existing outdoor
advertising sign; conditions. A permit

shall be issued for the relocation of an out- 
door advertising sign lawfully erected in a
commercial or industrial zone in existence
on June 12, 1975, if the site lease for said
sign is terminated for any reason. The exist- 
ing siggnn may be relocated in any commercial
or .industrial zone upon the following condi- 
tions: 

1) The sign that is relocated shall not
have a sign size larger than that specified in
the permit for the sign located on the site on
which the lease was terminated. However, a
sign 250 square feet or more may be in- 
creased to the maximum size allowed by the
provisions of ORS 377.700 to 377.840 if not
relocated so as to be visible from Interstate
Highway 5, Interstate. Highway 205, or

Interstate Highway 84. 
2) The site for the relocated sign is not

within the distances set out below, on the
same side of the highway, from a site from
which an outdoor advertising sign was pur- 
chased pursuant to the provisions of ORS
377.700 to 377.840. 

Distance in Either
Tvnes of Hiehwav Direction from Site

Interstate 2000 feet

Freeway 1000 feet

Other State Highway 500 feet

3) Where a sign is relocated in a com- 
mercial or industrial zone which first came
into existence after January 1, 1973, the site
shall be within 750 feet of a developed com- 
mercial or industrial area, as measured par- 

allel to the centerline of the highway. For
the purposes of ORS 377.710, 377.715, 377.725, 
377.735, 377.770, 377.773, 377.780, 377.800 and
377.845 and this section, a " developed com- 
mercial or industrial area" shall include only
the land occupied by a building, parking lot, 
storage or processing area of a commercial
or industrial use and on the same side of the
highway. 

4) After October 4, 1977, no permit shall
be issued to relocate a sign more than 100
miles from the site of an existing sign as of
September 1, 1977, as measured along public
streets, roads or highways between that site
and the proposed new site. 

5) In accordance with applicable pro- 
visions of ORS 183. 310 to 183.550, the de- 
partment may adopt rules to: 

a) Prohibit the erection of signs, includ- 
ing relocation of signs, along any portion of
U.S. Highway 101 if the signs or the erection
of such signs would violate federal- scenic
byway laws or regulations or conditions of
federal grants relating to scenic byways. 

b) Establish design standards for signs
on any highway or portion of highway that
is designated a scenic byway by the Oregon
Transportation Commission. [ 1975 c.336 § 9; 1977
c.265 § 4; 1983 c.226 § 1; 1993 c.268 § 11

377.768 Effect of relocation permit on
existing sign permit; duty of director. 
Notwithstanding any provision in ORS

377. 700 to 377.840 to the contrary: 
1) Issuance of a permit under ORS

377. 767 to relocate a sign for , which a permit
has been issued under ORS 377. 725 shall not
cancel the original permit issued under ORS
377.725 except as provided in this section. 
The applicant for the permit to relocate shall
surrender the original permit to the director
upon issuance of the permit to relocate. 
Upon completion of the relocation of the
sign, the person holding the permit for relo- 
cation of the sign shall notify the director. 

2) The director shall retain any permit
surrendered under subsection ( 1) of this sec- 
tion. If the director: 

a) Is notified that the relocation of the
sign is completed within 120 days after the
issuance of the permit for relocation, the di- 
rector shall cancel the original permit. 

b) Cancels the permit for relocation of
the sign because the relocation of the sign is
not completed within 120 days as required
under ORS 377. 725, the director shall return
the original permit for the sign to the person
whose permit for relocation of the sign is
canceled. 

3) A permit that is returned under sub- 
section ( 2) of this section remains valid and
retains all rights under ORS 377.725 of a
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permit that has not been surrendered under
this section. [ 1979 c.146 § 2; 1993 c.741 § 591

377.770 Signs in protected, commercial
or industrial areas. ( 1) Signs and outdoor

advertising signs erected or maintained

within protected areas shall comply with the
sign regulations for protected areas. If any
provision of ORS 377.700 to 377.840 or rules
promulgated pursuant thereto are more re- 

strictive than the sign regulations for pro- 
tected areas, the more restrictive provision

or rule applies. 

2) In addition to the requirements pro- 
vided by subsection ( 1) of this section, and
subject to ORS 377.505 to 377.545, 377.720, 
377.725, 377.745, 377.750 and 377.767: 

a) Outdoor advertising signs in existence
on June 12, 1975, may be maintained, recon- 
structed or relocated in commercial or in- 
dustrial zones. Within cities, an outdoor

advertising sign shall not be erected more
than 660 feet from the nearest edge of the
right of way if such sign is designed to be
viewed primarily from a state highway. 

b) The Legislative Assembly declares it
is the paramount policy of this state to pro- 
hibit outdoor advertising signs except those
in existence on June 12, 1975, in commercial
or industrial zones established on June 12, 
1975, except as provided by ORS 377. 765 and
377.767. [ 1971 070 §19; 1973 090 §12; 1974 s.s. 03

5; 1975 036 §101

377.773 When sign abandoned; re- 

moval. Any outdoor advertising sign which
does not have copy on the display surface for
a period of six months shall be deemed to
have been abandoned by the owner thereof
and becomes a noncomplying sign subject to
removal by the director under

Tel

procedure

set forth in ORS 377.775. [ 1974 s. s. 03 §7; 1975

c. 336 § 11; 1993 041 §601

377.775 Removal procedure for non- 
complying signs; disposition of removed
signs; costs of removal. ( 1) Any sign that
fails to comply with ORS 377.700 to 377.840
hereby is declared to be a public and private
nuisance. In addition to the penalties pro- 

vided by ORS 377. 992 for violation thereof, 
such a sign may be removed by the director
or the duly authorized representative of the
director as provided by this section. The di- 
rector may enter upon private property and
remove the sign without incurring any li- 
ability therefor. 

2) If a noncomplying sign does not bear
the name and address of its owner or if the
owner is not readily identified and located, 
the director may remove it immediately. 

3)( a) If a noncomplying sign bears the
name and address of its owner or if the
owner of the sign is readily identified and
located, the director shall notify the owner

that the sign is in violation of ORS 377. 700
to 377.840 and that the owner has 30 days
from the date of the notice within which to
make the sign comply, to remove the sign or
to request a hearing before the director
within the time specified in the notice. 

b) If the sign is not made to comply or
is not removed and if the owner does not re- 
quest a hearing within the time required, or
if the owner after a hearing fails to comply
with the final order in the proceedings, the
director or the duly authorized represen- 
tatives of the director may remove and de- 
stroy or otherwise dispose of the sign. 

4) The director shall, after removing a
sign in accordance with subsection ( 2) of this
section, place it in storage for 30 days while
the director makes a further effort to find its
owner. If the owner cannot be found within
that time, the director may, without incur- 
ring any liability therefor, destroy or other- 
wise dispose of the sign. If the owner is
found within that time, the owner may be
required to remove the sign from storage; 
and if the owner is found at any time, the
director may recover from the owner the cost
of storage. The cost of storage is in addition
to the cost of removal payable under sub- 
section ( 5) of this section. 

5) The owner is liable for, and the di- 
rector shall collect, the costs of removing a
sign. Costs shall be determined by the direc- 
tor on the basis of actual costs of removal
or on a square -foot flat fee basis. 

6) If a sign does not bear the name and
address of its owner, the advertisement

thereon of the goods, products, facilities, 

services or business of a person or commer- 
cial enterprise is prima facie evidence of
ownership of the sign by that person or
commercial enterprise. [ 1971 070 §17; 1973 090

13; 1977 c.265 § 5; 1993 041 §611

377.780 Removal of outdoor advertis- 

ing signs; payment of compensation; 

value determinations. ( 1) Where the de- 
partment elects to remove and pay for a sign
visible from secondary highways pursuant to
ORS 377.765 ( 5), just compensation shall be
paid upon the removal thereof. 

2) For the purposes of ORS 377. 700 to
377. 840, the department may acquire by pur- 
chase, agreement, donation or exercise of the
power of eminent domain land or an interest
in land or a sign. It shall pay just compen- 
sation for: 

a) The taking from the owner of such
lawfully placed sign all right, title, leasehold
and interest in such sign; and

b) The taking from the owner of the real
property on which the sign is located the
right to place such sign thereon. 
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3) When the department is required un- 
der ORS 377.700 to 377.840 to make payment
therefor to remove a sign, the payment shall
be for the value of the items specified by
subsection ( 2) of this section, as determined
by the department. In determining value, the
department shall use the accepted appraisal
method customarily used in such cases or the
method prescribed by federal regulations, if
any, applicable to such appraisals or pay- 
ments, whichever results in the lowest valu- 
ation. However, in any case, the department
shall so appraise such signs of rights taken

by whatever method may be required to
avoid imposition of a reduction in the
amount of federal highway funds the state
otherwise would be eligible to receive. [ 1971

070 §16;' 1973 090 §14; 1975 c.336 § 121
377.785 [ 1971 070 §5; 1973 090 §15; 1983 c.324 § 36; 

1985 c. 104 § 4; renumbered 285. 163 in 19911

377.787 Contracts to study motorist
information needs; council to establish
sign programs. ( 1) The council may enter
into contractual or other agreements with
other governmental agencies of this state or

an independent contractor to study various
ways of providing information deemed neces- 
sary to the motoring public by signs, infor- 
mation centers or other means. The council
may also enter into contractual or other
agreements with other governmental agen- 

cies of this state or an independent contrac- 
for for the construction of experimental signs
or displays to provide information deemed
necessary to the motoring public. 

2) Notwithstanding any other provisions
of ORS 377. 700 to 377.840, the Travel Infor- 
mation Council shall institute logo sign and
motorist informational sign programs on the
state highway system and adopt any rules
necessary to carry out such programs. [ 1979
c.478 § §5,71

377.790 Construction, maintenance

and operation of tourist and motorist in- 
formational signs. Pursuant to the terms
of a written agreement between the Depart- 
ment of Transportation and the council: 

1) The department shall furnish, erect
and maintain motorist informational signs, 
logo signs, tourist oriented directional signs
and sign plazas as requested by the council. 
Such signs shall be erected and maintained
at locations the council considers appropri- 
ate. The department may contract for the
furnishing, erection and replacement of all
such sign plazas, logo signs, tourist oriented
directional signs and motorist informational
signs to be erected upon a state highway, in
tourist information centers, rest areas or

other places. 

2) In carrying out its responsibilities
under ORS 377.700 to 377.840 the council
may enter into contractual or other agree- 

ments with a city, county or other govern- 
mental agency of this state or with an
independent contractor providing for the
erection, maintenance, administration and

operation of sign plazas, logo signs, tourist
oriented directional signs and motorist infor- 
mation signs and collection of the permit
fees charged therefor; or for other matter
authorized under ORS 377.700 to 377. 840 re- 
quiring council consideration. When solicit- 
ing contracts for goods or professional

services, the council shall; 

a) Require that an independent contrac- 
tor, city, county or other governmental
agency of the state submit a competitive bid; 

b) Review bids submitted; 

c) Select the contractor; and

d) Enter into a written contract with the
selected contractor, subject to contract spec- 
ifications established by the department. [.1971

c.770 § 6; 1973 c.790 § 16; 1983 c. 111 § 3; 1993 045 §71

377.795 Telephone informational sys- 
tem, allocation of costs; disposition of
receipts. Whenever the council establishes
a telephone reservation system for lodging
accommodations at a sign plaza, the costs

thereof shall be apportioned among the sub- 
scribing motels, hotels, trailer parks or
campgrounds, on a per room or other equita- 

ble basis. If the council and the Department
of Transportation decide to use the telephone
system for emergency or other services an
appropriate portion of the overall telephone
costs shall be borne by the department. Re- 
ceipts shall be deposited monthly .before the
10th day of the month, to the Travel Infor- 
mation Council account required by ORS
377.840. The council may enter into one or
more contracts providing for the promotion
and sale of logos, motorist information signs, 
sign plazas and subscriptions to the tele- 
phone reservation service. [ 19711 c.770 § 7; 1973
c. 790 § 17; 1993 c.745 § 81

377.800 Tourist and motorist informa- 
tional signs; logo signs; sign plaias. For
the convenience and information of the trav- 

eling public, a person may upon obtaining a
permit therefor display messages as may be
allowed by rule adopted by the council for
the particular type of sign on a motorist in- 
formational sign, tourist oriented directional
sign, logo sign or at a sign plaza. [ 1971- c. 770

9; 1973 090 §18; 1975 c.336 § 13; 1983 011 §41

377.805 Form of tourist and motorist
informational signs; use of logo signs. ( 1) 

The council shall by regulation prescribe the
size, shape, color, lighting, and lettering of
and manner of displaying messages on tourist
oriented directional signs, logo signs and
motorist informational signs. , 

2) When appropriate, Logo signs, tourist
oriented directional signs and motorist infor- 
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mational signs shall be displayed in tiers or
on panels. With the approval of the director, 
the council shall specify the types of lo- 
cations where such a sign or panel may be
erected or maintained, and the size, shape, 

lighting and other characteristics of the
panels, including the location of signs

thereon. Tiers or panels may be established
at reasonably spaced intervals or at sign
plazas. 

3) Distinctive signs shall be allowed to
the extent considered practicable by the
council. Logo signs shall be the primary
means used to indicate the availability of one
or more brands of motor fuel. Logos shall be
of the shape, color and wording customarily

used by the company. Logo signs and tourist
oriented directional signs shall be placed ad- 
jacent to the traveled portion of the highway
so as to be easily read by motorists without

slowing or stopping. [ 1971 c. 770 § 10; 1973 c.790 § 19; 
1983 cl 1 § 5; 1993 041 §621

377.810 [ 1971 c.770 § 12; repealed by 1973 090 §271

377AW Application for tourist or mo- 
torist informational sign permit; investi- 
gation; disposition. ( 1) An application for a
tourist oriented directional sign, logo sign or
a motorist informational sign permit shall be
submitted to the council on a form pre- 
scribed by the council. The application shall
set forth the name and address of the appli- 
cant; the name, nature and location of the
business or activity; the location where a

tourist oriented directional sign, logo sign or
a motorist informational sign is desired; and
such other information as the council may
require. The applicant shall tender with the
application the permit fee required under
ORS 377.825 for each sign requested. 

2) Upon receipt of an application for a
tourist oriented directional sign, logo sign or
a motorist informational sign, the council

shall refer the application to the Department
of Transportation. Upon receipt of the appli- 
cation the department shall do all the fol- 
lowing: 

a) Notify any city in which a sign is
proposed to be located of the proposed lo- 
cation and composition of the sign and seek

comments from the city. 

b) Investigate the facts and make a re- 
port to the council with its recommendations
thereon. 

c) Not recommend approval of an appli- 
cation unless the requested location con- 
forms to the requirements prescribed by the
council under ORS 377.805 and, if applicable, 
unless the applicant is complying with all
statutes and rules of the State Health Officer
regarding restaurants and places of public
accommodation. 

d) Notify the council promptly in writing
of the results of its investigation and its
recommendations and the reasons for any
recommended disapproval. 

3) If the council approves the application
it shall issue the permit and forward the or- 
i anal to the applicant and a copy thereof to
the director. If it is not approved, the council
shall return the application and fee, stating
the reasons for disapproval and giving the
applicant opportunity to correct any defects
or to be heard within 30 days by the council
and to present evidence, with or without

counsel at the applicant' s discretion. Upon
written request, the council shall hear the
matter and notify the applicant of its find- 
ings and decision. The applicant may then
appeal in the manner provided by ORS
183.310 to 183.550. [ 1971 070 §24; 1973 c.790 § 20; 
1983 c. 111 § 6; 1983 c.523 § 1a; 1993 041 §631

377.825 Fees for sign applications and
maintenance costs. ( 1) An applicant for a
logo sign, tourist oriented directional sign or
a motorist informational sign shall pay to the
council an initial permit fee and an annual
renewal fee which shall be determined for
each year by the council in advance of such
year. 

2) The council may establish a fee
schedule for maintenance costs. [ 1971 070 §27; 

1973 090 §21; 1983 c. 111 § 7; 1991 c.525 § 11

377.830 Limitation on motorist infor- 
mational sign permits; use of logo signs. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of ORS
377. 700 to 377. 840, the council shall not is- 
sue, for any one place or business eligible
therefor, more than two permits for motorist
informational or logo signs for one direction
of travel on a state highway leading to the
place or business. Where a logo is available
it shall be used and shall be one of the two
allowable signs. [ 1971 c.770 § 11; 1973 090 §22; 1983

c. 111 § 81

Administration) 

377.835 Creation of Travel Information
Council as semi - independent state

agency; members; qualifications; ap- 
pointment; terms; chairperson; quorum; 

rulemaking authority. ( 1) The Travel In- 
formation Council is created as a semi - 
independent state agency. 

2) The Travel Information Council shall
consist of 11 members. One shall be the
chairperson of the Oregon Transportation
Commission or a person within the Depart- 
ment of Transportation designated by the
chairperson and 10 appointed members as
follows: Two members from among the lodg- 
ing, restaurant and recreation industries; one
member from the vehicular service industry; 
one member from the outdoor advertising in- 
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dustry; one member from the electrical sign
industry; and five members from the public
at large. The public at -large members shall

be appointed from among the residents of
each congressional district. None of the pub- 
lic at -large members shall have any financial
interest in any restaurant, hotel, motel, rec- 
reational facility, garage, oil company or
other vehicular service industry, or in any
advertising business other than shares of
stock that are traded on a national stock ex- 
change. 

3) The 10 appointed members shall be
appointed by the Governor with the consent
of the Senate pursuant to section 4, Article
III, Oregon Constitution. Each shall be ap- 
pointed to serve for a term' of four years but
a member may be removed at the pleasure
of the Governor. Before the expiration of the

term of a member, the Governor shall ap- 
point a successor whose term begins on July
1 next following. A member is eligible for
reappointment. If there is a vacancy for any
cause the Governor shall make an appoint- 

ment to become effective immediately for the
unexpired term. Five shall be appointed
biennially on July 2 in odd - numbered years. 

4) The council shall select one of its
members as chairperson, another as vice

chairperson and a third as secretary. Six
members shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. The council shall
meet quarterly at a time and place to be de- 
termined by the chairperson. The chair- 
person or any three members of the council
may call a special meeting upon not less
than one week' s written notice to the other
members. All members are entitled to ex- 

penses as provided by ORS 292.495. 
5) The council may, in accordance with

ORS 183.310 to 183.550 and consistent with
ORS 377.700 to 377.840, adopt and from time

to time amend and repeal rules relating to
tourist oriented directional signs, logo signs
and motorist informational signs and all

other matters necessary and appropriate to
carry out its responsibilities under ORS
377. 700 to 377.840. The sign rules for pro- 
tected areas in effect on July 2, 1971, shall
be continued in effect unless modified by the
commission. All such rules shall be consist- 
ent with federal laws and regulations relat- 
ing to highways. The director shall take
appropriate action for the administration and
enforcement of orders issued and rules

adopted under ORS 377.700 to 377. 840. 

6) The commission may continue or
amend any existing agreements and may en- 
ter into new agreements with the United
States or any agency thereof authorized to
make agreements under section 131, title 23, 

United States Code relating to the regu- 
lation, control and removal of signs within

or adjacent to the Interstate and Federal Aid
Systems. 

7) The council shall be under the ad- 
ministrative control of a director who is ap- 
pointed by and who holds office at the
pleasure of the council. The director of the
Travel Information Council may appoint all
subordinate officers and employees of the

council and may prescribe their duties and
fix their compensation. The director of the
Travel Information Council may delegate to
any subordinate officer or employee any ad- 
ministrative duty, function or power imposed
upon the council by or pursuant to law. [ 1971
070 §4; 1973 090 §23; 1981 c.545 § 5; 1983 c. 111 § 9; 1993
041 § §64,64a] 

377.836 Application of certain statutes
to Travel Information Council. ( 1) Except
as otherwise provided by law, and except as
provided in subsection ( 2) of this section, the
provisions of ORS chapters 240, 276, 279, 282, 
283, 291, 292 and 293 do not apply to the
Travel Information Council. The council is
subject to all other , statutes governing a
state agency that do not conflict with ORS
377.700 to 377. 840, including the tort liability
provisions of ORS chapter 30 and the pro- 
visions of ORS 183. 310 to 183.550. Subject to
the requirements of ORS 237.001 to 237.315, 
the council' s employees are members of the
Public Employes' Retirement System. 

2) The following shall apply to the
council: 

a) ORS 279.800 to 279.830; 

b) ORS 282.210 to 282. 230; and

c) ORS 293.235, 293.240, 293.245, 293.611, 
293.625 and 293.630. [ 1993 c.745 § 41

377.837 [ 1973 c. 790 § 26; repealed by 1983 c. 111 § 101

377.838 Authority of director of Travel
Information Council. (1) Except as provided

in subsection ( 2) of this section, in carrying
out the duties, functions and powers of the
Travel Information Council, the director of
the Travel Information Council may contract
with any state agency for the performance
of such duties, functions and powers as the
council considers appropriate. 

2) The director of the Travel Information
Council shall not, without the prior approval
of the council: 

a) Award any contract for goods or pro- 
fessional services in excess of $25,000; or

b) Authorize any expenditure of moneys
in excess of $25, 000. 

3) The council shall file with the Gover- 

nor and the Legislative Assembly an annual
report of the activities and operations of the
council. [ 1993 045 §5; 1993 c. 741 § 64b] 

377.840 Travel Information Council
account; budget process; disposition of
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moneys received. ( 1) All moneys collected

or received by the Travel Information Coun- 
cil shall be deposited into a Travel Informa- 
tion Council account established in a

depository bank insured by the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation. In a manner

consistent with the requirements of ORS
chapter 295, the chairperson of the council
shall insure that sufficient collateral secures

any amount of funds on deposit that exceeds
the limits of the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation' s coverage. Subject to the chair- 
person s approval, the council may invest
moneys collected or received by the council. 
Investments made by the council are limited
to the types of investments listed in ORS
294.035 ( 1) to ( 13). Interest earned from any
amounts invested shall be made available to
the council in a manner consistent with the
council' s approved biennial budget. 

2) Subject to the approval of the chair- 
person or Director -of the Travel Information
Council, all necessary council expenses shall
be paid from the moneys collected or earned

by the council. 
3)( a) The Travel Information Council

shall adopt a budget on a biennial basis us- 
ing the classifications of expenditures and
revenues required by ORS 291. 206 ( 1). How- 

ever, the budget shall not be subject to re- 
view and approval by the Legislative

Assembly or to future modification by the
Emergency Board or Legislative Assembly. 

b) The council shall adopt a budget only
after a public hearing thereon. At least 15
days prior to any public hearing on the
budget, the council shall give notice of the
hearing to all persons known to be interested
in the proceedings of the council and to any
person who requests notice. 

4) All expenditures from the Travel In- 
formation Council account are exempt from
any state expenditure limitation. The Travel
Information Council shall follow generally
accepted accounting principles and keep such
other financial and statistical information as

may be necessary to completely and accu- 
rately disclose the financial condition and fi- 
nancial operations of the council as may be
required by the Secretary of State. 

5) As used in this section, " depository
bank" has the meaning given in ORS 295.005. 

1971 c.770 § 29; 1973 c.790 § 24; 1987 c.57 § 1; 1987 c.336
6; 1993 c.741 § 64c; 1993 c. 745 § 61

377.845 Use of funds by Department
of Transportation after repayment of

highway fund. After the Travel Information
Council has repaid the State Highway Fund
for all moneys advanced or owed it may then
utilize any funds received in excess of ex- 
penses to reimburse the Department of
Transportation for such part of the cost of

providing public service information in siggnn
plazas in rest areas as the council may de. 
cide and also for the acquisition of outdoor
advertising signs located outside of commer- 
cial or industrial zones adjacent to secondary
highways. The Travel Information Council
may enter into such agreements with the de- 
partment as are necessary to carry out the
provisions of this section. [ 1975 c.336 § 151

PENALTIES

377.990 [ Amended by 1953 c.335 § 2; subsection ( 4) 
of 1957 Replacement Part enacted as 1955 c.541 § 19; re- 
pealed by 1959 c.309 § 221

377.992 Penalties. ( 1) A person who vio- 

lates any provision of ORS 377.700 to 377.840
and this section or any regulation of the
Travel Information Council adopted pursuant
thereto shall upon conviction be fined not
more than $ 100 or imprisoned for not more
than 30 days, or both. 

2) Violation of the conditions and pro- 
visions of a permit procured under ORS
377.050 by any person having procured the
permit is punishable, upon conviction, by a
fine of not more than $ 100, or imprisonment

in the county jail for not more than 30 days
or both. 

3) Violation of ORS 377. 030 to 377. 050, 
377.510, 377.620 ( 2) or 377.635 is punishable, 
upon conviction, by a fine of not more than

100, or imprisonment in the county jail for
not more than 30 days, or both. [ 1971 c.770 § 281

377.995 •[ 1959 c.309 § 21; subsection ( 5) enacted as
1961 c. 615 § 17; subsection ( 6) enacted as 1961 c.614 § 11; 
subsection ( 7) enacted as 1967 c.590 § 12; repealed by 1971
c.770 § 311
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