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Equalization of Property Taxes

COUNTY BOARDS OF RATIO REVIEW

309A10 Board of ratio review; qualifications; term
of office; replacements; alternates; train- 

ing; expenses; clerk

309.011 Notice of meetings; contents; publication; 
proof of notice; interested persons to ap- 
pear

309.012 Meetings; examination of ratio study; 
recommendations; adjournment; appraiser

assistance; record of proceedings; clerk; 

legal advisor

309.014 Certified ratio study; examination; 

recommendations of • action necessary to
attain real market value standard; 

recommendations for change in property
value resulting from events or activities
occurring outside the property

309.016 Estimate by assessor of value increase or
decrease by July 1; adjustment of value by
assessor after review of assessment roll by
board

309.018 Review by board of petitions and

recommendations for reduction in value
for prior tax year, effect of inability to
complete petitions review before July 31

COUNTY BOARDS OF EQUALIZATION

General Provisions) 

309AM Board of equalization; members; qualifica- 
tions; term of office; replacement; alter- 

nates; participation in determinations

309.021 Additional members; appointment; quali- 
fications; functions; alternates

309.022 Training; expenses; expense of appraiser
assistance

309.024 Record of proceedings; clerk; legal advisor, 
appraiser assistance

Appeals of Value) 

309.025 Notice of hearings on appeals of separate
assessments of property; contents; publi- 
cation; proof of notice; interested persons
to appear

309AN Sessions; hearing of petitions; 

recommendations of assessor, adjournment

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE RATIOS, 
RECOMMENDATIONS, ORDERS

309.035 Real market value standard; compliance; 
recommendations or orders by department; 
examination of ratio study-, action if as- 
sessed value deviates from real market
value

BOARDS OF RATIO REVIEW AND
EQUALIZATION

Generally) 

309.070 Oaths

309.072 Record of board affairs

Appeals of Value) 

309.100 Petitions; contents; verification; filing; 
hearings; notice of hearing, representation
at hearing

309.110 Action on petitions; orders; contents; 

mailing, delivery; amended orders
309.115 Property value corrected upon appeal; tax

years affected; exceptions

309120 Entry in roll of corrections, additions or
changes

309.150 Appeals of value upon summary or accel- 
erated collection of taxes

SALES RATIO STUDIES

3092W Assesac r to collect sales data and prepare
ratio study; filing study with board and
department

EQUALIZATION OF ASSESSED
VALUATIONS OF COUNTIES BY

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

309.310 " Department" defined for ORS 309.320 to
309.400

309320 Department to equalize assessed valuation
of counties

30922 Transmission of summary of assessment
roll by assessor

309.340 Recording and tabulating summaries

309380 Equalizing assessments; completion date
of September 1

30933 Examining summaries; obtaining other in- 
formation

309370 Equalizing total value of taxable property, 
tabulating results

309A00 Ordering change of valuation; making

changes if officer fails to comply

PENALTIES

309.990 Penalties

CROSS REFERENCES

Administration of revenue laws generally, Ch. 305
Administrative appeals, 305.265 to 305.285

Appeal of large amounts of value, automatic for years
subsequent to initial year, 308.020

Appeal procedure, 305.280

Appeal to tax court, small claims alternative, 305.570

Authority of tax court to determine deficiency, 305.575
Companies assessed by Department of Revenue, appor- 

tionment of assessments, 308.565

Department of Revenue to exercise general supervision
over property taxation, 306.115

Error or informality as affecting assessment or tax, 
312.060

General provisions relating to property taxation, Ch. 
306

Interest on deficiency, delinquency or refund, 305.220
Interest or penalties on taxes not affected by taking or

pendency of appeal, 305.565
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REVENUE AND TAXATION

Irrigation district taxes, equalization and apportion- 
ment, 545.448 to 545.454

Limit on amount of property tax, Const. Art. XI, §11b; 

1991 c.550 ( temporary implementing legislation) 
Personal property defined, 307.020
Procedure on appeal of Department of Revenue, effect

of pendency of appeal, 305.560 to 305.575

Property annexed to city, taxation at reduced ratio, 
222.111

Public officers, compliance with assessment and eq md- 
ization laws and orders of Department of Revenue, 
306.220

Real property defined, 307.010, 307.320

Real property, description, 308.240
Required notice to taxpayer of right to appeal to small

claims division of tax court, 305.525

Rural telephone exchanges, apportionment of taxes, 
308.725

Service of order of board of equalization, 306.805

Special rules for assessment and taxation of timber and
timberland, Ch. 321

Tax Court, Oregon, 305.405 to 305.555
Tax relief for " hardship" situations, 307.475
Taxation of limited liability companies, 63.810

Training session for equalization and ratio review board
members, 306.152

Uniformity of assessment and taxation, Const. Art. I, 
32; Const. Art. K §l; 306.120

Urban renewal, self - liquidation of costa, 457.420 to
457.460

Verification of documents filed under tax laws, 
falsification prohibited, 305.810, 305.815

Watercraft used for reduction or processing of deep -sea
fish assessment, 308.260 • - 

When tax document deemed - filed with tax official, 
305.820

309.120

Making corrections, additions or changes by vouchers, 
311. 150

309.400

Public officer compliance with department orders, en- 
forcing, 306220

309.990

Failing to furnish information to county assessor or
board of equalization or to department, penalty, 
308.990

Public officer failing to perform statutory duty as to
taxes, 305.990
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EQUALIZATION OF PROPERTY TAXES 309.012

COUNTY BOARDS OF RATIO REVIEW

309.010 Board of ratio review; quali- 
fications; term of office; replacements; 

alternates; training, expenses; clerk. ( 1) 

Except as provided in subsection ( 6) of this
section, the county board of ratio review
shall consist of five members: 

a) One member of the county governing
body; 

b) One member of the governing body of
a school district within the county; 

c) One member of the governing body of
a taxing district within the county that is
not a school district or the county; and

d) Two nonoffice- holding residents of the
county who are not employees of the county
or of any taxing district within the county. 

2) On or before June 15 of each year at
a regular meeting, or at a special meeting
called by the chairperson, the county gov- 
erning body shall appoint the members who
shall serve on the county board of ratio re- 
view and the board of equalization. 

3) The term of each member of the board
of ratio review shall begin on July 1 next
following appointment and end on August 10. 

4) The member of the county governing
body shall, if present, be chairperson of the
board. Three members shall constitute a
quorum. 

5) If any member is unable or unwilling
to serve, and such indisposition continues for
more than seven consecutive days, the mem- 
ber shall be replaced in the manner of an
original appointment. 

6) In any county: 

a) The county governing body may ap- 
point one nonoffice- holding county resident
to serve on the board instead of appointing
a member of the county governing body. 

b) One person may be appointed by the
county governing body to sit as an alternate
for nonoffice holding members of the board. 

7) Each member and alternate member
of the board of ratio review shall attend in- 
service training and shall be compensated for
their expenses in the manner provided in
ORS 309.022. 

8) The county clerk, as described in ORS
306.005, shall serve as clerk of the board. The
clerk or deputy clerk shall attend sessions
of the board at the discretion of the board
as approved by the clerk. ( Amended by 1989 c.330

17; 1991 c.459 § 185; 1993 c.270 § 36; 1993 c.498 § 11

309.011 Notice of meetings; contents; 
publication; proof of notice; interested

persons to appear. ( 1) Before July 1, the
clerk of the board of ratio review shall give

public notice that the board will meet at a
specified time and place to: 

a) Examine the assessor' s certified ratio

study as provided in ORS 309.014 ( 1). 
b) Make recommendations to the

assessor regarding changes in the real mar- 
ket value of property. 

c) Hear petitions filed under ORS
309.100 ( 2) for reduction of the real market
value of property. 

2)( a) The notices provided in this section
shall be given by three weekly publications
in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county or, if there is no newspaper of gen- 
eral circulation, then by posting notices in
six conspicuous places in the county. 

b) Proof of notice shall be made. If the
notice is published in a newspaper, proof
thereof shall be made by affidavit as provided
by law, filed in the office of the county clerk
on or before the day on which the board is
to convene. If the notice is posted, proof of
notice shall be made by the affidavit of the
clerk of the board, settin& out the , time, 

manner and place of posting the notices, 
similarly filed in the office of the county
clerk. 

3) Persons interested shall appear at the
time and place appointed. in the notice. 
Formerly 309.050; 1993 c.270 § 371

309.012 Meetings; examination of ratio

study; recommendations; adjournment; 

appraiser assistance; record of pro- 

ceedings; clerk; legal advisor. ( 1) The

board of ratio review shall convene no later
than July 5 of each year. The board shall
meet at the courthouse or courthouse annex. 

If the meeting place is other than the court- 
house or annex, notice of the meeting place
shall be posted daily in the courthouse. The
board shall continue its sessions from day to
day, exclusive of legal holidays, until the

functions provided in subsection ( 2) of this
section are completed. 

2) For the assessment roll of the current
tax year, the board shall, as by law provided, 
examine the assessors ratio study and make
specific written recommendations to the

assessor and department. 

3) The board shall adjourn no later than
August 10. 

4) The board shall hire one or more ap- 
praisers registered under ORS 308.010, or

certified under ORS 674.310, and not other- 
wise employed by the county, to assist the
board in identifying economic trends and
otherwise aid -the board under this section. 
The boards of the various counties may make
such reciprocal arrangements for the ex- 
change of appraisers with other counties as
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309.014 REVENUE AND TAXATION

will most effectively carry out the functions
and duties of the boards. 

5) The board of ratio review shall keep
a written or audio record of all proceedings. 

Notwithstanding ORS 192.650, no written

minutes need be made. The county clerk as
described in ORS 306.005, shall serve as

clerk of the board. The clerk or deputy clerk
shall attend sessions of the board at the dis- 
cretion of the board as approved by the
clerk. The district attorney shall be the legal
advisor of the board and the district attorney
or deputy district attorney may attend all
sessions of the board. [ 1991 c.459 § 206; 1993 c.270
38; 1993 c.498 § 21

309.014 Certified ratio study; exam- 

ination; recommendations of action nec- 
essary to attain real market value

standard; recommendations for change in
property value resulting from events or
activities occurring outside the property. 
1) The board of ratio review shall examine

the certified ratio study for the current as- 
sessment year that has been prepared by the
county assessor under ORS 309.200, together
with the report of its appraisers and all or- 
ders, findings, data and other material of the
Department of Revenue relating to the ratio
for the current year. For the purposes of this
examination, the department shall make

available to the board copies of all such or- 
ders findings, data and material. The board
shall then submit to the assessor its written
recommendations relating to the steps that
should be taken by the assessor to attain the
real market value standard under ORS
308.232 for the current assessment year, and
at the same time shall submit a copy of these
recommendations to the department. In no
event shall the recommendations of the
board be turned over to the assessor later
than August 10. 

2) The board of ratio review may recom- 
mend to the assessor a change in property
value resulting from the effect of events or
activities occurring outside the property. 
Formerly 309.0281

309.016 Estimate by assessor of value
increase or decrease by July 1; adjust- 
ment of value by assessor after review
of assessment roll by board. On or before
each July 1, the assessor shall estimate the
rate at which the value of property will in- 
crease or decrease over the ensuing tax year. 
After the board of ratio review has reviewed
the roll and advised the assessor, the

assessor shall adjust the value of properties
on the assessment roll to reflect real market
values. [ 1991 c.459 §2071

309.018 Review by board of petitions
and recommendations for reduction in

value for prior tax year, effect of inability

to complete petitions review before July
31. ( 1) During the period between July 15
and July 31 of each year, the board of ratio
review shall hear petitions filed under ORS
309. 100 ( 2) for reduction of the real market
value of property because of changes in the
real market value of the property occurring
after July 1 and on or before June 30 of the
prior tax year. 

2) The board may also order reduction
of the real market value of property for the
prior year upon the recommendation of the
assessor made under ORS 308.242, whether
or not an appeal was filed. 

3) If the board of ratio review is unable
to complete review of all petitions filed un- 
der ORS 309. 100 ( 2) before July 31, the board
shall forward the remaining petitions to the
Department of Revenue. Any petition for- 
warded to the department under this sub- 
section shall be treated as denied by the
board and timely filed with the department
under ORS 305.275. Except as provided in
ORS 305.283, petitions forwarded to the de- 
partment under this subsection may not be
appealed to the small claims division of the
Oregon Tax Court. [ 1991 c.459 § 191x; 1993 c. 270 § 391

Note: 309.018 was enacted into law by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly but was not added to or made a part of
ORS chapter 309 by legislative action. See Preface to
Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation. 

COUNTY BOARDS OF EQUALIZATION

General Provisions) 

309.020 Board of equalization; mem- 
bers; qualifications; term of office; re- 

placement; alternates; participation in
determinations. ( 1) Except as provided by
subsections ( 5) and ( 6) of this section and
ORS 309.021, the board of equalization of
each county shall consist of those members
of the county board of ratio review appointed
under ORS 309.010 ( 1)( a) and W. 

2) The term of each member of a county
board of equalization shall begin the January
1 next following appointment. The term of
each member of the board of equalization
shall end on June 30 or when a successor is
appointed. 

3) The member of the board appointed
by the county governin body shall, if pres- 
ent, be chairperson of the board. Two mem- 
bers shall constitute a quorum. 

4) In the event of the inability or un- 
willingness of any member to serve, such in- 
disposition continuing for more than seven
consecutive days, the member shall be re- 
placed in the manner of an original appoint- 
ment. 

5) In any county, the county governing
body may appoint one nonoffice - holding
county resident to serve on the board instead
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EQUALIZATION OF PROPERTY TAXES 309.024

of appointing a member of the county gov- 
erning body. 

6)( a) In any county, one person may be
appointed by the county governing body to
sit as an alternate for any member of the
board. Notwithstanding that a person is ap- 
pointed to sit as an alternate for a particular
board member, after appointment, the person
may sit as an alternate for any member of
the board. 

b) An alternate may sit as a member of
the board when necessary to achieve a quo- 
rum as provided in this section. 

c) A member of the board or an alter- 
nate shall not participate in the determi- 
nation of a petition after the hearing if the
board member or alternate did not hear and
consider, as a member of the board, the evi- 
dence esented at the hearing. [ Amended by
1953 Off §3; 1955 009 §l; 1957 c.326 § l; 1967 c. 142 § l; 
1971 c.363 § l; 1973 c.61 § 3; 1973 c.372 § l; 1979 c.725 § l; 
1985 c.318 §2; 1989 030 §2; 1991 c.459 § 186] 

309.021 Additional members; appoint- 
ment; qualifications; functions; alter- 

nates. ( 1)( a) If the chairperson of the board
of equalization determines that the number
of petitions filed with the board under ORS
309.100 can reasonably be expected to make
it difficult for the board to complete its work
within the time prescribed under ORS

309.026, the governing body of the county, at
the request of the chairperson, may appoint
three additional board members to sit as
board Number II and to hear and determine
petitions filed with the board. 

b) If, even with the appointment of board
Number II, the number of petitions can rea- 

sonably be expected to make it difficult for
the board to complete its work within the
time prescribed under ORS 309.026, the

county governing body, at the request of the
chairperson of the initial board, may appoint
three members to sit as board Number III
and to hear and determine petitions filed
with the board. 

c) Appointment and selection under this
section shall be made as provided in ORS
309.020 for appointment and selection of the
initial board. 

d) The governing body of the county
shall appoint the chairpersons of board
Number II and Number III. 

2) If additional board members are ap- 
pointed as described under subsection ( 1) of
this section, the three board members ap- 
pointed under ORS 309.020 shall sit as board
Number I of the board in the hearing and
determination of petitions filed with the
board. A member of any board may sit on
any other board when necessary to achieve
a quorum as provided in ORS 309.020. A
member of board Number II, or of board

Number III, shall serve until the chairperson
of board Number I determines that the func- 
tion of the member is complete. Alternates
may be apppointed for the members of board
Number II, or for the members of board
Number III, in the same manner as alter- 
nates are appointed for members of board
Number I under ORS 309.020, and may sit as
members of the board in the hearing and de- 
termination of any petition, subject to the
limitations provided in ORS 309.020 applica- 
ble to board Number I alternates. After ap- 
pointment, an alternate may sit for any
member of any board when necessary to
achieve a quorum. 

3) Except as specifically provided in this
section, or except where the context requires
otherwise, the provisions of this chapter re- 

lating to board members shall apply to the
members of board Number II and to the
members of board Number III, including but
not limited to taking the oath of office under
ORS 309.070 and the exercise of the same
powers and duties as the other board mem- 
bers in the hearing and determination of pe- 
titions filed with the board and assigned to
them by the chairperson of board Number I. 
Formerly 309.0451

309.022 Training, expenses; expense of
appraiser assistance. ( 1) Each member of
the board of equalization or alternate who
did not serve as a member of a board or al- 
ternate for the term immediately preceding
shall attend in- service training school con- 
ducted by the Department of Revenue for the
term of appointment. Each member of the
board or alternate who did not attend in- 
service training school conducted by the de- 
partment for the term immediately preceding
shall attend in- service training school. The
department shall conduct in- service training
school for each term of appointment at mul- 
tiple locations chosen by the department on
the basis of accessibility to members of
boards and alternates. 

2) Sufficient provision shall be made in
the county budget for the reasonable ex- 
penses of the board, including a per diem al- 
lowance to the members of the board and
alternates, a sum sufficient to defray the
necessary traveling and living expenses of
each member of the board and each alternate
member of the board while attending an in- 
service training school conducted by the De- 
partment of Revenue as required under
subsection ( 1) of this section and a sufficient
amount to compensate the appraisers pro- 
vided for under ORS 309.024. [ 1953 014 §3; 1955

009 §2; 1989 c.330 § 3; 1991 c.459 § 1881

309.024 Record of proceedings; clerk; 
legal advisor; appraiser assistance. The

board of equalization shall keep a written or
audio record of all proceedings. Notwith- 
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309.025 REVENUE AND TAXATION

standing ORS 192.650, no written minutes
need be made. The county clerk, as described
in ORS 306.005, shall serve as clerk of the
board. The clerk or deputy clerk shall attend
sessions of the board at the discretion of the
board as approved by the clerk. The district
attorney shall be the legal advisor of the
board and the district attorney or deputy
district attorney may attend all sessions of
the board. The board shall hire one or more
appraisers registered under ORS 308.010, or
licensed or certified under ORS 674.310, and
not otherwise employed by the county, and
other necessary personnel for the purpose of
aiding the board in carrying out its functions
and duties under ORS 309.026. The boards of
the various counties may make such recipro- 
cal arrangements for the exchange of ap- 
praisers with other counties as will most

effectively carry out the functions and duties
of the boards. [ 1953 c.714 § 3; 1955 c.709 § 3; 1957 c.326
2; 1971 c.377 § 2; 1973 c.336 § 1; 1981 c.804 § 2; 1989 c.330
16; 1991 c.5 § 24; 1991 c.459 § 189; 1993 c.270 § 40; 1993

c.498 § 3] 

Appeals of Value) 

309.025 Notice of hearings on appeals
of separate assessments of property; 
contents; publication; proof of notice; in- 

terested persons to appear. ( 1) Before the

second Monday in January, the clerk of the
board of equalization shall give public notice
that the board will meet at a specified time
and place to hear appeals for the reduction
of the real market value or assessed value

Supon property by the assessor as of
July 1. 

2)( a) The notice provided under this sec- 

tion shall be given by three weekly publica- 
tions in a newspaper of general circulation

in the county or, if there is no newspaper of
general circulation, then by posting notices
in six conspicuous places in the county. 

b) Proof of notice shall be made. If the
notice is published in a newspaper, proof

thereof shall be made by affidavit as provided
by law, filed in the office of the county clerk
on or before the day on which the board is
to convene. If the notice is posted, proof of
notice shall be made by the affidavit of the
clerk of the board, setting out the time, 
manner and place of posting the notices, 
similarly filed in the office of the county
clerk. 

3) Persons interested shall appear at the
time and place appointed in the notice. [ 1991
c.459 § 194a] 

Note: 309.025 was enacted into law by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly but was not added to or made a part of
ORS chapter 309 by legislative action. See Preface to
Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation. 

309.026 Sessions; hearing of petitions; 
recommendations of assessor, adjourn- 

went. ( 1) The board of equalization shall

convene on the second Monday in January
of each year. The board shall meet at the
courthouse or courthouse annex. If the
meeting place is other than the courthouse
or annex, notice of the meeting place shall
be posted daily in the courthouse. The board
shall continue its sessions from day to day, 
exclusive of legal holidays, until the func- 
tions provided in subsection ( 2) of this sec- 
tion are completed. 

2) The board shall, as by law provided: 
a) Hear petitions for reduction of the

real market or assessed value of property as
of July 1. 

b) Consider applications to excuse labil- 
ity for the penalty imposed under ORS
308.295. 

3) The board may also order reduction
of the real market or assessed value of prop- 
erty for the current year upon the recom- 
mendation of the assessor made under ORS
308.242, whether or not an appeal has been
filed. 

4) The board shall adjourn no later than
April 15. [ 1955 c.709 § 4; 1957 c. 326 § 3; 1959 c.519 § 3; 
19'71 c.377 § 3; 1975 c.753 § 3; 1979 c.241 § 35; 1981 c.804 § 3; 
1983 s. s. c.5 § 9; 1985 c.318 § 3; 1989 c.330 § 4; 1991 x459
190; 1993 c.270 § 411

309.028 [ 1955 c.709 § 6; 1959 c.519 § 4; 1971 c.377 § 4; 
1975 c.753 § 4; 1979 c.241 § 36; 1981 c.804 § 4; 1989 c.330 § 5; 
1991 c.459 § 191; renumbered 309.014 in 19911

309.030 [ Amended by 1955 c.709 § 9; renumbered
309.038] 

309.032 [ 1955 c.709 § 7; 1959 c.519 § 5; 1973 c.402 § 13; 
1975 c.753 § 7; 1979 c.241 § 37; 1981 c.804 § 5; 1983 s.s. c. 5

10; 1985 c.613 § 11; 1989 c.330 § 6; repealed by 1991 c.96
13 and 1991 c.459 § 208] 

309.034 [ 1955 c.709 § 8; repealed by 1971 c.377 § 5
309.035 enacted in lieu of 309.034)] 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE RATIOS, 
RECOMN ENDATIONS, ORDERS

309.035 Real market value standard; 
compliance; recommendations or orders

by department; examination of ratio

study; action if assessed value deviates
from real market value. ( 1) On or before

July 31 of each year, the Director of the De- 
partment of Revenue shall give specific writ- 

ten recommendations or orders to the county
assessor as to the actions which, in the di- 

rector' s judgment, should be taken by the
assessor in order to achieve compliance with
the real market value standard required un- 

der ORS 308.232 in the forthcoming assess- 
ment roll. Copies shall be sent to the county
governing body and county board of ratio re- 
view for their information. On or before Au- 

gust 15 following, the county assessor shall
act upon the recommendations or orders of

the director, or notify the department in
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EQUALIZATION OF PROPERTY TAXES 309.100

writing, of any objections to the director' s
recommendations or orders. 

2) After July 1, but prior to September
1, the Director of the Department of Revenue
shall examine the certified ratio study pre- 
pared by each county assessor under ORS
309.200 and studies prepared by the depart- 
ment, to determine if the value of all locally
assessed taxable properties complies with the
real market value requirements of ORS
308.232. The assessor and the director shall
cooperate with each other to keep the direc- 
tor informed as to the assessor' s needs and
as to the status of the current assessment
work. If, in the judgment of the director, the
attainment of the real market value standard

required under ORS 308.232 is in jeopardy, 
the director shall notify the assessor in
writing of the determination and the factors
giving rise to it, with the statement that if
unfulfilled statutory duties specified by the
director are not met, the director shall take
action pursuant to this section. A copy of
such notice shall be sent to the county gov- 
erning body, for its information. On or before
September 1, if necessary to meet the re- 
quirements of ORS 308.232, the director shall
issue a written order to the assessor to ad- 
just classes on the assessment roll: 

a) If the director finds that the ratio of
all taxable properties deviates more than five
percent, from the real market value level re- 
quired by ORS 308.232, the director shall or- 
der an adjustment to the real market values
that will result in assessment levels in com- 
pliance with ORS 308.232. The assessor shall
apply the adjustment to property values
shown as real market value on the assess- 
ment roll and compute corrected assessed

values. A tolerance of five percent from 100
percent may be presumed by the director to
meet the requirements of ORS 308.232. Not- 

withstanding satisfactory compliance with
the provisions of paragraph ( b) of-this sub- 
section, the director shall take any action
necessary to achieve the real market value
level required by ORS 308.232. 

b) If the director finds that the real

market value for any class of property pro- 
vided for under ORS 308.215 and used in the
current assessment roll as the basis for de- 
termining assessed value deviates more than
10 percent from 100 percent of real market
value for the class, the director shall order
a change of values to bring the class to 100
percent of real market value. The order may
be made applicable to the class throughout
the county or to the class in specific areas
of the county and may take into account
variations caused by appraisals being made
in different years. If the director's order re- 
sults in a valuation increase, the order may

be appealed in the manner provided by ORS
309.100. 

3) If the ' director orders an adjustment
to the real market values of property under
subsection ( 2)( a) of this section, the director
shall immediately give notice to the assessor, 
showing why the adjustment is ordered. [ 1971

c. 377 § 6 ( enacted in lieu of 309.034); 1973 01 §l; 1975
053 §8; 1975 c.763 § 2; 1979 c.241 § 38; 1981 c.804 § 6; 1983
s.s. c.5 § 11; 1989 x330 §7; 1991 c.459 § 1921

309.036 [ 1955 009 § §17, 18; 1971 x377 §7; 1979 c.241
39; 1981 c.804 § 7; 1983 s.s. c.5 § 12; 1985 c.613 § 12; re- 

pealed by 1989 c.330 § 191
309.038 [ Formerly 309.030; 1981 c.804 § 8; 1983 a.s. c.5

13; 1985 c.318 § 4; repealed by 1989 c.330 § 191

309.040 [ Amended by 1953 014 §3; 1959 c.666 § 2; 
1981 c.804 § 9; 1983 c.603 § l; repealed by 1989 c.330 § 191

30®.048 [ 1977 x219 § 2; 1979 025 §2; 1981 c.804 § 10; 
1983 a. s. c.5 § 14; 1985 c.318 § 5; 1989 c.330'§ 8; 1991- c.459

193; renumbered 309.021 in 19911

309A50 [ Amended by 1955 009 §10; 1971 c.377 § 8; 
1979 c.241 § 40; 1981 c.804 § 11; 1983 a.s. c.5 § 15; 1985 c.613

13; 1989 030 §9; 1991 c.459 § 194; renumbered 309.011 in
1991] 

309.060 [ Amended by 1955 009 §11; 1981 c.804 § 12; 
1989 c.330 § 10; repealed by 1991 c.96 § 13 and 1991 c.459
208] 

BOARDS OF RATIO REVIEW AND
EQUALIZATION

Generally) 

309.070 Oaths. Before proceeding to the
functions and duties required by this chapter, 
each member of the board of ratio review
and each member of the board of equalization
shall take and subscribe to an oath to

faithfully and honestly discharge the duties
of the board. The oath shall be administered

by a member of the appropriate board and
shall be filed with the county clerk. [ Amended

by 1979 c.241 § 41; 1981 x804 §13; 1991 c.459 § 1951

309.072 Record of board affairs. The
meetings, qualification, sittings and adjourn- 

ment of the board of ratio review and the
board of equalization shall be recorded in the
ournal of the county governing body. 
Formerly 309.1401

309M [Amended by 1955 009 §12; 1957 c.326 § 4; 
1979 c. 241 § 42; 1981 c.804 § 14; 1989 c.330 § 11; repealed by
1991 c.96 § 13 and 1991 c.459 §2081

309.090 [ Amended by 1953 c.296 § 2; 1957 c.326 § 5; 
1979 c.241 § 43; 1981 c.804 § 15; 1985 c.613 § 22; repealed by
1991 c.96 § 13 and 1991 c.459 §2081

Appeals of Value) 

309.100 Petitions; contents; verifica- 

tion; filing, hearings; notice of hearing, 
representation at hearing. ( 1) The owner

or an owner of any taxable property or the
person in whose name the property is as- 
sessed, may petition to the board of equal- 
ization for reduction of the real market or
assessed value placed upon the property by
the county assessor. Petitions filed under
this subsection shall be for the reduction of
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the real market or assessed value of property
as of July 1 and shall be filed with the clerk
of the board during the period beginning Oc- 
tober 25 and ending December 31. 

2) The owner or an owner of any taxable
property or the person in whose name the
property is assessed may petition the board
of ratio review for reduction of the real
market value of property because of changes
in the real market value of the property oc- 
curring after July 1 and on or before June
30 of any tax year. Petitions may be filed
with the clerk of the board under this sub- 
section on or after July 1 and no later than
July 15 immediately following the end of the
tax year for which the petition is filed. 

3) Each petition for the reduction of the
real market or assessed value of a particular

property shall: 

a) Be made in writing. 
b) State the facts and the grounds upon

which the petition is made. 

c) Be verified by the oath of: 
A) The owner or an owner of the taxable

property or the person in whose name the
property is assessed; or

B) An attorney at law for the owner or
an owner or for the person in whose name
the property is assessed; or

C) Any relative or person licensed as a
real estate broker under ORS 696.025 or is a
state certified appraiser or state licensed ap- 
praiser under ORS 674.310 or the lessee of
the property, if the lessee, relative or person
holds a power of attorney executed by the
owner or owners or person in whose name

the property is assessed that authorizes the
lessee, relative or person to verify a petition
under this section and to appear and repre- 
sent the owner or owners or person at a
hearing before the board.* A copy of the
power of attorney shall be attached to the
petition. 

d) State the address to which notice of
the action of the board shall be sent which

may be the address of the person described
in paragraph ( c)( B) or ( C) of this subsection. 

e) State if the petitioner or a represen- 
tative desires to appear at a hearing before
the board. 

4) If the petitioner has requested a
hearing before the board, the board shall
give such petitioner at least five days' writ- 
ten notice of the time and place to appear. 

If the board denies any petition upon the
grounds that it does not meet the require- 
ments of subsection ( 3) of this section, it

shall issue a written order rejecting the pe- 
tition and set forth in the order the reasons

the board considered the petition to be de- 
fective. 

5) Notwithstanding ORS 9.320, the own- 
ers or an owner of the taxable property, or
the person in whose name the property is
assessed may apppear and represent himself
or herself at the hearin before the board, or
may be represented at the hearing by anyy of
the ,PPersons described in subsection ( 3)( c ( B) 
or 0'. of this section. [ Amended by 1955 009 §14; 
1959 a56 §1; 1967 08 §5; 1969 c.561 § 2; 1971 x377 §9; 1973
c.402 § 34; 1981 c.804 § 16; 1983 c.603 § 2; 1983 s.s. c.5 § 16; 
1987 c.808 § 1; 1989 c.330 § 12; 1991 c.5 §25; 1991 c.459 § 196; 
1993 c.270 § 421

309.103 [ 1969 c.561 § 1; 1973 c.402 § 14; 1981 c.804 § 17; 
1983 c.603 § 3; 1989 c. 330 § 13; repealed by 1991 c.96 § 13
and 1991 c.459 § 2081

309.105 [ 1955 009 §13; 1971 x377 §10; 1979 x241 §44- 
1981 c.804 § 18; 1983 s.s. c.5 § 17; 1985 c.613 § 14; repealed
by 1991 c.96 § 13 and 1991 c.459 § 208] 

309.110 Action on petitions; orders; 

contents; mailing-, delivery; amended or- 
ders. ( 1) The action of the board of equal- 
ization or the board of ratio review upon
every petition for the reduction of a partic- 
ular assessment, and the determinations of
the board that certain corrections, additions
to or changes in the roll shall be made, shall
be entered of record by formal order. A copy
of the order as to each petition shall be sent, 
by mail, to the petitioner at the post -office
address given in the petition. When a copy
of the board' s order is personally ' delivered
to the petitioner, the requirement to mail a
copy of the order is waived. A copy of each
order shall be delivered to the assessor and
the officer in charge of the roll on the same
day that the order is mailed or delivered to
the petitioner. The orders of the board shall
specify what changes shall be made in the
tax roll, if any, and shall direct the officer in
charge of the roll to make them. The district
attorney shall be available to aid the board
in the preparation of its. orders. 

2) The board may issue amended orders
to correct clerical errors appearing in its or- 
iginal orders. 

3) As used in this section a clerical er- 
ror is an error in the order which either
arises from an error in the minutes of the
board or which is a failure to correctly re- 
flect the minutes of the board, and which, 
had it been discovered prior to the order be- 
ing issued would have been corrected as a
matter of course, and the information neces- 

sary to make the correction is contained in
the minutes of the board. Such errors in- 
clude, but are not limited to arithmetic and
copying errors and omission or misstatement
of identification of property. 

4) Amended orders may only be issued
during ' the board' s session, . or by call of the
chairperson, within 30 days after final ad- 
journment of the session. 
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5) The provisions of subsection ( 1) of

this section shall apply to amended orders, 
unless the context requires otherwise. 

Amended orders shall be mailed to the peti- 
tioner and delivered to the assessor and the
officer in charge of the roll not later than
five days after the adjournment of the
board' s meetings or five days after the 30-day
period provided for in this section, if issued
Buring the 30 -day period. [ Amended by 1957 c.326
6; 1959e.666 § 1; 1977 x884 §14; 1981 c.804 § 19; 1983 c.602
1; 1985 c.318 §6; 1985 x613 §23; 1989 c.330 § 14; 1991 c.459
198; 1993 c.498 § 41

309.115 Property value corrected upon
appeal; tax years affected; exceptions. ( 1) 

If the board of equalization, the board of ra- 
tio review, the Department of Revenue or a
court enters an order correcting the real
market value of a separate assessment of

property and there is no further appeal from
that order, except as provided under sub- 

section ( 2) of this section, the real market
value so entered shall be the real market
value entered on the assessment and tax
rolls for the five assessment years next fol- 
lowing the year for which the order is en- 
tered. 

2) Subsection ( 1) of this section shall not

apply to changes in value as a result of: 
a) Reappraisal as part of the routinely

scheduled reappraisal required. under ORS
308.027 and 308.234. 

b) Annual trending or indexing applied
to all properties of the same property class
in the county, or within clearly defined areas
of the county under ORS chapter 309. 

c) Annual trend or depreciation factors
applied by type of property to industrial or
personal property. 

d) Additions or retirements based upon
returns filed under ORS 308.290. 

e) Annual valuations under ORS 308.505
to 308.660 and 308.705 to 308.730, which only
reflect additions, retirements or economic

trends. 

f) Increases directly related to additions, 
remodeling or rehabilitation made to locally
appraised property. 

g) Property damaged, destroyed or oth- 
erwise subject to loss of value. 

h) Orders as a result of appeals for sub- 
sequent years. 

i) A recommendation by the board of ra- 
tio review due to the effect of events or ac- 
tivities occurring outside the property. [ 1989

c.678 § 2; 1991 c.459 § 198x] 

Note: Section 62, chapter 270, Oregon Laws 1993, 
provides: 

Sec. 62. Any payment of interest by a county gov- 
erning body on a property tax refund before the egec- 
tive date of this Act (November 4, 19931 due to an order

of a board of equalization or ratio review or due to a
change in the value of property under ORS 309.115, is
hereby validated. [ 1993 c.270 § 621

309.120 Entry in roll of corrections, 
additions or ' changes. Corrections, addi- 

tions to, or changes in the roll shall be en- 
tered in the roll by the officer in charge of
the roll in a manner clearly showing that the
assessor' s prior entry, if any, has been su- 
perseded, and showing the entry ordered by
the board of equalization or board of ratio
review, indicating the change substantially
as ordered by the county board of equaliza- 

tion" or " as ordered by the county board of
ratio review." The entries shall be a part of
the record of the action of the board. 
Amended by 1957 c.326 § 7; 1981 c.804 § 20; 1991 c.459
199] 

309.130 [ Amended by 1957 c. 326 § 8; 1981 c.804 § 21; 
repealed by 1991 c.96 § 13 and 1991 c.459 § 2081

309.140 [ Amended by 1991 c.459 § 200; renumbered
309.072 in 19911

309.150 Appeals of value upon sum- 
mary or accelerated collection of taxes. 
Appeals of the value of personal property, on
which the tax is required to be paid as pro- 
vided in ORS 311.465 and 311.480, shall be
heard by the board of equalization or board
of ratio review in the same manner that
other assessments of property are heard. 
Amended by 1975 c.365 § 2; 1981 c.804 § 22; 1991 c.459
201] 

309.160 [ 1979 c.241 § 32; 1981 c.804 § 1; 1983 s.s. c.5
18; repealed by 1985 c. 613 § 311

SALES RATIO STUDIES

309.200 Assessor to collect sales data
and prepare ratio study; filing study with
board and department. ( 1) Between May 1
of each year and April 30 of the next year
the county assessor shall collect sales data
for a ratio study, and by June 1 shall file a
cop of the sales data with the Department
of Revenue. 

2) By the July 1 next following, the
assessor shall prepare and complete a certi- 

fied ratio study in the manner provided by
the rules adopted by the Department of Re- 
venue and determine the ratio between the
real market value of each class of locally as- 
sessed taxable property on the current as- 
sessment roll and the real market value of

each such class of property in the county. 
Not later than July 1 of each year, the

assessor shall file with the clerk of the board
of ratio review, three certified copies of the
ratio study and at the same time shall file a
certified copy with the Director of the De- 
partment of Revenue. [ 1975 c.753 § 2; 1981 c.804 §23; 
3985 c.613 § 24; 1989 c.330 § 18; 1991 c.459 § 202; 1993 c.270

431

309.205 [ 1975 c.753 § 6; 1979 c.241 § 45; 1981 c.804 § 24; 
1985 c.613 § 25; repealed by 1989 c.330 § 191

309.210 [ Repealed by 1953 c.708 § 191
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309.215 [ 1975 c.753 § 9; 1979 c.241 § 46; repealed 1981
c.804 § 1121

309.E [Repealed by 1953 008 §191

309.230 [ Repealed by 1953 c. 708 § 191

309.240 [ Repealed by 1953 c.708 § 191

309250 [ Repealed by 1953 008 §191

3092M [ Repealed by 1953 008 §191

309.270 [ Repealed by 1953 008 §191

EQUALIZATION OF ASSESSED
VALUATIONS OF COUNTIES BY

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

309.310 " Department" defined for ORS
309.320 to 309.400. As used in ORS 309.320
to 309.400, " department" means the Depart- 
ment of Revenue. 

309.320 Department to equalize as- 
sessed valuation of counties. In order to
secure an equal and uniform assessment and

taxation of all the taxable property in the
state, the Department of Revenue shall, an- 
nually, equalize the assessed valuation of the
several counties in the state, certified by the
county assessors thereof to the director of
the department, including that assessed and
apportioned to the several counties by the
department as provided by law. [ Amended by
1991 c.459 § 202a] 

309.330 Transmission of summary of
assessment roll by assessor. ( 1) After the

assessment roll of any county has been de- 
livered to the tax collector as required by
ORS 311. 115, the county assessor shall

transmit to the director within 10 days after
the roll is delivered to the tax collector, but
not later than November 4, a certified copy
of the summary of the assessment roll. 

2) The summary of the assessment roll
shall be shown on forms prescribed by the
department with such classification of prop - 
erty as the director shall specify. [ Amended by
1969 c.520 § 34; 1977 c.220 § 1; 1981 c.804 § 111; 1991 c.459
202b] 

309.340 Recording and tabulating
summaries. Upon the receipt of tabulated
summaries of the assessment rolls, the de- 
partment shall record the summaries in a
book provided and kept in its office for that
purpose and shall, subject to the instructions
of the director, compile the summaries into
tabular form for the use of the director. 
Amended by 1969 c.520 § 35; 1977 c.220 § 21

309.350 Equalizing assessments; com- 
pletion date of September 1. In order to
ascertain and equalize the amount of taxable

property in each county, the director shall
meet with the appropriate members of the

director' s staff between July 15 and August
15 of each year and shall proceed to equalize
the certified assessments of the several

counties as provided in ORS 309. 360 and
309.370. Equalization shall be completed not
later than September 1. [ Amended by 1969 c.520
36; 1977 c.220 §3; 1991 c.459 § 203] 

309.360 Examining summaries; obtain- 
ing other information. The department
shall examine and compare the summaries of

the assessment rolls as certified by the
county assessors and may obtain such other
information as the department considers

necessary to ascertain and determine the
true and relative value of all the taxable

property in the several counties, including
property assessed by the department. 
Amended by 1991 c.459 § 203a] 

309.370 Equalizing total value of taxa- 
ble property; tabulating results. ( 1) After
the director has examined and compared the
summaries and obtained the other necessary
information, the director shall equalize the
total value of all the taxable property in the
several counties, including property assessed
by the department, so that the values are as
nearly equal and uniform as possible. 

2) The director shall determine from the
values so equalized the percentage that the

equalized value of the taxable property _ in
each county is of the whole value of the
taxable property in the state as so equalized
and shall combine the result in a table, or
tables, in convenient form. 

3) When finally approved by the director, 
the tables shall be signed by the director. 
The tables shall be retained on file in the
department. [ Amended by 1969 c.520 § 37; 1981 c.804
25-, 1985 061 §14; 1991 c.459 § 203b; 1993 c.98 § 141

309380 [ Amended by 1981 c.804 § 26; repealed by
1993 c.98 § 261

309390 [ Repealed by 1977 c.220 § 41

309.400 Ordering change of valuation; 
making changes if officer fails to comply. 

1) The department may order any officer in
charge of the assessment roll to raise or

lower the valuation of any taxable property
and to add property to the assessment roll. 

2) If an officer fails to comply with any
order or requirement of the department, the
department may make the correction or
change in the assessment roll. [ Amended by
1953 c.22 § 2; 1991 c.96 § 7; 1991 c.459 § 2041

309.410 [ 1955 009 §16; 1967 c.293 § 38; 1969 c.520 §38; 
repealed by 1971 c.377 § 121

309.510 [ Amended by 1955 c.591 § l; 1961 c.590 § 3; 
renumbered 291.3421

309.520 [ Amended by 1953 023 §3; 1955 04 §l; 1955
c.591 § 2; 1961 c.590 § 4; renumbered 291.3441

309.530 [ Amended by 1961 c.590 § 5; renumbered
311.657] 

309.540 [ Repealed by 1953 c. 705 § 21
309550 [ Renumbered 311. 6581
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PENALTIES

309.990 Penalties. Any person who

willfully and knowingly presents or furnishes
to the director or any member of the direc- 
tor' s staff any statement required by the di- 
rector or representatives or agents of the

director, under ORS 309.360, that is false or
fraudulent is guilty of perjury and, yon

conviction, shall be punished as provide by
law for such crime. ( Subsections ( 1) and ( 2) en- 

acted as 1955 c. 709 § 15; 1969 c.520 § 39; 1971 c.377 § 11; 
1981 c.804 §271
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