
Chapter 203

1993 EDITION

County Governing Bodies; County Home Rule

GENERAL PROVISIONS

203.010 General powers of county as body politic
and corporate

203.030 Definition for ORS 203.040 to 203.075

203.035 Power of county governing body or elec- 
tors over matters of county concern

203.040 Applicability of ordinances inside city
204.045 Procedure for adopting ordinance; excep- 

tion by charter or certain statutes
203.055 ' Referral of revenue related ordinance

203.060 Judicial review and invalidation of ordi- 
nances

203.085 Penalties; remedies; enforcement; disposi- 
tion of fines; status of nuisance declared

by ordinance
203.075 Payment of assessments in installments

203.085 County election dates; procedures for

emergency elections

COUNTY GOVERNING BODIES

203.111 County governing body; legislative author- 
ity; quorum

203.115 Statutory power to set fees limited to once
annually

203.132 Inclusion of property outside county or in
city in county assessment for local im- 
provement

203.135 Exercise of eminent domain power by
county governing body for road, park and
other public purposes

203.145 Appointment of legal counsel for county
governing body; authority of counsel; 
compensation

203.149 Public Land Corner Preservation Fund; 
fees for recording

BOARDS OF COUNTY COMMSIONERS

203.230 Abolishing office of county judge and es- 
tablishing board of county commissioners
in noncharter county; referral of order, 
operative date

203240 Organization, powers and duties of board

COUNTY HOME RULE

203.710 Performance of functions by officers des- 
ignated by county law; definition

203.720 Electors of county may adopt, amend, re- 
vise or repeal county charter, certain pro- 
visions, deemed matters of county
concern, to prevail over state law

203.725 County charter amendment; single subject; 
separate submission to electors

203.730 Charter committee appointed after filing
of resolution or petition; sufficiency of pe- 
tition; notice to persons entitled to make
appointments to committee

203.740 Charter committee and members; appoint- 
ment, qualifications, vacancies, terms, or- 
ganization, meetings

203.750 County funds for charter committee; com- 
mittee staff; county officials to cooperate

203.760 Submission of proposed charter, after pub- 
lic hearing, to. electors; approval of con- 
flicting charters

203.770 Copies of charters and amendments, re- 
visions and repeals thereof, location and
judicial notice of

203,810 Offenses under county law; jurisdiction; 
prosecutions

CROSS REFERENCES

Acquisition of railroad lines, 760.610

Agreements to regulate drinking water quality, 448. 170
Agricultural land, board of review to advise assessor

on valuation, 308.350

Alcoholism, treatment and rehabilitation grants, 430.370

Ambulance and emergency medical technician regu- 
lation authorized, 823.220

Ambulance service providers, changes, requirements, 
823.250

Ambulance services, exemption from federal antitrust
laws, 823.300

Borrowing capacity of counties, determination, 287. 010
Boxing and wrestling tax revenues, distribution, 463.370
Building inspectors, use by Construction Contractors

Board, 701.225

Burial of indigents, 97. 170

Business license tax, real estate licenses, prohibited, 
696.365

Business licenses for builders, landscape contractors, 
issuance by metropolitan service district, county
acceptance, 701.015

Cancellation of bond given to any public body, 742. 366

City- county consolidation, 199.705 to 199.775
Civil penalty for littering violations, 459. 108
Commission on Children and Families, 417.730

Community corrections programs, grants, 423. 500 to
423.660

Consultant to be appointed from counties imposing
taxes having multistate impact, 305.665

Contractors, issuing building permits to unregistered, 
prohibited, 701.055

Convention facilities, Ch. 263

Conversion condominiums, tenant moving expenses, 
100.320

Coordination of land use planning activities, 195.025
Cost of burial of unclaimed deceased, 146. 121

Costs, payment for psychiatric examination of criminal
defendant, 161.365

County advancing funds to finance service facility, 
280.055

County as self- insurer for workers' compensation, 

656.407

County commissioners to fill vacancy in Legislative
Assembly, 171.068

County fair fund, 565.325
County roadwork, accounting, 368.051
Delegation of duties of Director of the Department of

Consumer and Business Services, 455.380
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Denial of building permit for failure to pay business li- 
cense tax, 455.385

Determination of population of counties, 190.520

Dikes and dams, authority over, 551. 160
Discipline of police officers, just cause, 236.360

Discrimination against optometrists prohibited, 683.035

Duty to provide facilities for Oregon Tax Court, 305.475
Economic development plan, 280.500

Election to determine whether county shall issue bonds
for construction of interstate bridge, 381.440

Emergency disaster financial assistance, 401. 125 to
401.145, 401.335

Emergency telephone systems, 401.710 to 401.790

Facilities open to public,' use by disabled persons, de- 
sign, 447.210 to 447.280

Fire laws and regulations, exemption from granted by
State Fire Marshal, 476.030

Fire service personnel, training programs and operation
procedures, accreditation, 476.805 to 476.865

Franchises for taxicabs and other vehicles for hire, 
221.495

Governing body to file measures referred by governing
body with county clerk, 254.103

Health care facilities, authorization of public authori- 
ties, financing of construction, 441.525 to 441.595

Health hazard annexation or district formation, facili= 
ties and services, boundaries, 431.705 to 431.760

Industrial facilities, acquisition and disposition, 271.510
to 271.540

Intoxicants, local laws prohibited except for traffic reg- 
ulation, 430.325

Jail inmates, workers' compensation coverage, 656.041

Liability for cost of medical care for persons in custody
at county facility, 169.152

Library, public, authority to operate, 357.410
Liquor laws, proper entertainment in licensed premises

permitted in absence of local regulation, 471.265

Local contract review board functions, 279.055

Local government officials contacting Legislatide As- 
sembly, 171.790

Local improvement assessments, inclusion of property
outside city in city assessment, 223.878

Local income and sales taxes, collection and distrib- 
ution, 305.620

Local mental health program, 430.610 to 430.670

Local regulation of tobacco vending machines prohib- 
ited, 167.404

Media persons as witnesses at governing body pro- 
ceedings, 44.510 to 44.540

Metropolitan Service Districts, Ch. 268

Moneys collected in traffic offense proceedings, disposi- 
tion, 153.630

Noise sources, county regulation, 467.100

Nondisclosure of home address or home telephone by
public agency on request, 192.445

Notice to county officers of Standards and Practices
Commission reporting requirements, 244. 195

Nuclear - fueled thermal power plant, evacuation plan, 
469.534

Open burning of vegetative debris, 468A.085
Outdoor mass gatherings, regulation, 433.735 to 433.770

Pedestrian malls, 376.705 to 376.825

Police academies, reimbursement of local costa, 181. 655

Police officers and firefighters employed by county, 
coverage under Public Employes' Retirement Sys- 
tem, 237.163, 237.610 to 237.635

Procedure for submitting question whether city or
county public official required to file statement of
economic interest, 244.201

Property tax officials in charter counties, 306.005, 
311.010, 311.020, 311.060

Property transfer tax, prohibited, 306.815
Public contract requirements, landscape architectural

service projects, 671.412

Public purpose revolving loan funds, 280.508
Public Safety Standards and Training, Board, 181. 620
Rabies inoculation program, contracts with county, 

433.360

Regional correctional facilities, 169.610 to 169.677

Regulation of towing business, 822.230
Reimbursing Department of Revenue for cost of services

in county appraisal program, 308.061

Relocation of municipal facilities, payment of costs by
Department of Transportation, 366.321

Sanitation laws of Health Division, delegation of au- 
thority to county to administer, 446.425

Scenic waterways management advisory committees, 
390.910

Seepage fees, collection for municipality by county, 
454.330

Siting procedure for child -caring facilities by cities and
counties, 418.950 to 418.970

Snowmobiles and all- terrain vehicles, regulation by
county authorized, 801.040

Solid waste disposal, master plans and service facilities
by certain counties authorized, 451. 010

Standards and Practices Commission reporting require- 
ments, notice to county officers, 244. 195

Swimming facilities, Health Division delegation of au- 
thority to counties for administration of certain
laws, 448.100

Tax collector to be designated by county court or board
of commissioners, 311.055

Tax imposition on camping and recreational vehicle
spaces, 390.232

Tax status of property held under lease or lease -pur- 
chase by institution, organization or public body
other than state, 307.112

Taxicab regulation, 221.485

Tort actions against public bodies, 30.260 to 30.300

Underground assessment district, creation, 758.210 to
758.270

Use of county roads by vehicles of excess size or weight, 
810.060

Wreckers, motor vehicle, regulation, limits on location
and size, 822.140

203.010

Actions and suits by and against county, 30.310 to
30.400, 105.755, 105.760

Alcoholism planning committees, 430.342
Alcoholism treatment and rehabilitation programs for

minorities, 430.362

Assessment in addition to fine or bail forfeiture for vi- 
olation of county ordinance, 137.015

Boats and boating, effect of county regulation upon
state law, 830.040, 830.140 . 

Builing ordinances, application to public property, 

1993 -20 -28



GOVERNING BODIES; HOME RULE

Buildings, open to public, requirements for use by disa- 
bled: 

Renovation, 447.210 to 447.280 - 

Condemnation of property by counties, 368.096
Conservation easements, 271.725

Cooperation between public corporations, Ch. 190

Counsel for indigents, county contract with attorneys, 
151.010

County plumbing standards, 447.080
Department of Transportation, county cooperation, 

366.770

Development of industrial plants or commercial enter- 
prises, 285.050

Education in homemaking and agricultural education, 
cooperation, 343.910

Emergency preparedness and management, 401.315
Fire permits, counties to issue in accordance with

schedule of Environmental Quality Commission, 
476.380

Food processing by- products and agricultural products, 
permits for transportation by vehicles with fluid
leakage, 818.230

Housing authorities, county cooperation, Ch. 456
Juvenile delinquency, control, 418.025, 419A.010
Labor conciliation services for public employees, 662.435

Recreational facilities, study, 390.140
Traffic control on properties under State Board of

Higher Education, 352.360

Trailer, state regulations supersede county ordinances, 
446.200

Transpportation system, county to protect rights of em

pl3ees when assuming operation, Const. Art. XI

Unem #ployment insurance, coverage, 657.020, 657.065, 
657.097, 657.505

Variances from rules pertaining to subsurface disposal
granted by county upon agreement with Depart- 
ment of Environmental Quality, 454.725

Vehicles, county registration fees, 801.041

Work and training programs, 411.855 to 411.870

203.060

Court of Appeals, jurisdiction, 2.516

200.111

Appointment of county judges and commissioners on
creation of new county or boundary change, 202. 100

Compensation of county judges and commissioners, Ch. 
204

Economic emergency assistance, 285.465 to 285.480
Election of county commissioners, Ch. 204
Election of county judges, Const. Art. VII ( 0), § 11, 

Const. Art. VII (A), §1

Expense of county courts in counties with less than
10,000 population, Const. Art. VII (0), §14

Financing county development projects, 285.403 to
285.447

Intergovernmental arbitration, 190.710 to 190.800

Judicial functions of county court, Ch. 5
Jurisdiction of county court, Const. Art. VII ( 0), §12, 

Const. Art. VII (A), §2

Order of county court business, 5. 100
Regional economic development strategies, 285.630 to

285.647

Sexual orientation, political subdivisions prohibited

from enacting or enforcing certain laws relating to, 
659.165

Watermasters, duty to provide office space and equip- 
ment for, 540.075

200.145

Legal representation by district attorney, 8.690
Revenue Department proceedings, representation of

county or department by employee, 305.245
203.230

Election of county commissioners by numbered position, 
204.017

203.240

Local government boundary commission, creation by
order of county board, 199.430

203.720

Conduct of elections generally, Ch. 254

County home rule authorized, Const. Art. VI § 10
District court, establishment by charter, 46.025
Home Rule Counties: 

Benton

Clatsop
Hood River

Jackson

Josephine

Lane

Multnomah

Washington

203.810

County court held by judge, except in transaction of Civil proceeding by city or charter county in lieu of
county business, 5.010 prosecution, 30.315
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GOVERNING BODIES; HOME RULE 203.045

GENERAL PROVISIONS

203.010 General powers of county as
body politic and corporate. Each county is
a body politic and corporate for the following
purposes: 

1) To sue and be sued; 

2) To purchase and hold for the use of
the county lands lying within its own limits
and any personal estate; 

3) To make all necessary contracts; and

4) To do all other necessary acts in re- 
lation to the property and concerns of the
county. 

203.020 [ Repealed by 1979 c.492 § 11

203.030 Definition for ORS 203.030 to
203.075. As used in ORS 203.030 to 203.075, 

governing bod: ' means the representative

body vested with legislative power by statute
or charter. [ 1973 c.282 § 11

203.035 Power of county governing
body or electors over matters of county
concern. ( 1) Subject to subsection ( 3) of this

section, the governing body or the electors
of a county may by ordinance exercise au- 
thority within the county over matters of
county concern, to the fullest extent allowed
by Constitutions and laws of the United
States and of this state, as fully as if each
particular power comprised in that general

authority were specifically listed in ORS
203.030 to 203.075. 

2) The power granted by this section is
in addition to other grants of power to
counties, shall not be construed to limit or

qualify any such grant and shall be liberally
construed, to the end that counties have all
powers over matters of county concern that
it is possible for them to have under the
Constitutions and laws of the United States
and of this state. 

3) An ordinance adopted by a county
governing body that changes the number or
mode of selection of elective county officers
shall not take effect unless the ordinance is
submitted to and approved by the electors of
the county at a primary or general election. 
However, no ordinance adopted under this

section may change the mode of selection of
a county assessor. 

4) Nothing in this section shall be con- 
strued to limit the rights of the electors of a

county to propose county ordinances through
exercise of the initiative power. [ 1973 c.282 § 2; 
1981 x140 § 1; 1985 056 §11

203.040 Applicability of ordinances in- 
side city. Except by consent of the govern- 
ing body or the electors of a city and except
in cities not regularly operating as such
through elected governmental officials, ordi- 

nances adopted under ORS 203.030 to 203.075
in exercise of the police ower shall not ap- 
pty inside an incorporate city. [ 1973 x282 § 4; 

3977 066 §141

203.045 Procedure for adopting ordi- 
nance; exception by charter or certain
statutes. ( 1) This section does not apply to
a county that prescribes by charter the man- 
ner of adopting ordinances for the county or
to an ordinance authorized by a statute other
than ORS 203.035. 

2) The ordaining clause of an ordinance
adopted under ORS 203.035 shall read: 

a) In case of adoption by the county
governing body only, " The ( name of the gov- 

erning body) ordains as follows: ". 
b) In case of adoption or ratification by

the electors of the county, " The People of

name of county) ordain as follows: ". 
3) Except as subsections ( 4) and ( 5) of

this section provide to the contrary, every
ordinance of a county governing body shall, 
before being put upon its final adoption, be
read fully and distinctly in open meeting of
that body on two days at least 13 days apart. 

4) Except as subsection ( 5) of this sec- 

tion provides to the contrary, and except or- 
dinances imposing, or providing exemptions
from, taxation, an ordinance necessary to
meet an emergency may, upon being read
first in full and then by title, be adopted at
a single meeting of the governing body by
unanimous vote of all its members present, 
provided they constitute a quorum. 

5) Any reading required by subsection
3) or ( 4) of this section may be by title only: 

a) If no member of the governing body
present at the meeting requests that the or- 
dinance be read in full; or

b) If, not later than one week before the
first reading of the ordinance, a copy of it is
provided each member, copies of it are avail- 
able at the headquarters of the governing
body, one copy for each person who requests
it, and notice of the availability is given by: 

A) Written notice posted at the court- 
house of the county and two other public
places in the county; and

B) Publication at least once in a news- 
paper of general circulation in the county, 
desiggnnated by the county governing body and
published in the county. or, if no newspaper
is so published, then in one published else- 
where. 

6) An ordinance adopted after being read
by title only may have no legal effect if it
differs substantially from its terms as it is
thus filed prior to the reading, unless each
section incorporating such a difference, as
finally amended prior to being adopted by the
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203.055 COUNTIES AND COUN'T'Y OFFICERS

governing body, is read fully and distinctly
in open meeting of that body. 

7) Upon the final vote on an ordinance, 
the ayes and nays of the members of the

governing body shall be taken and recorded
in the record of proceedings of the body. 

8) Upon the adoption of an ordinance by
the governing body in accordance with this
section, the chairman and recording secre- 
tary of the body at the session at which the
ordinance is adopted shall sign it with the
date of its adoption and with their names and
titles of office or position. 

9) An ordinance adopted in accordance

with this section, if not an emergency ordi- 
nance, shall take effect on the 90th day after
the date of its adoption, unless it prescribes
a later effective date or is referred to the
electors of the county. If an ordinance is re- 
ferred to the electors, it shall take effect

only upon the approval of a majority of those
voting on the proposed ordinance. An emer- 
gency ordinance may take effect immediately
upon the date of its adoption. [ 1973 c.282 §3; 1975
036 §11

20WW (1973 c. 282 § 5; 1975 x736 §2; repealed by 1970
c. 190 § 4311

203.055 Referral of revenue related or- 
dinance. Any ordinance, adopted by a

county governing body under ORS 203.035
and imposing, or providing an exemption
from, taxation shall receive the approval of

the electors of the county before taking ef- 
fect. [ 1973 c.282 § 6; 1975 c.736 § 31

203.060 Judicial review and invali- 
dation of ordinances. Ordinances adopted
under ORS 203.030 to 203.075 shall be subject
to judicial review and invalidation on ac- 
count of unreasonableness, procedural error

in adoption, or conflict with paramount state
law or constitutional provision. [ 1973 c.282 § 71

203.065 Penalties; remedies; enforce- 

ment; disposition of fines; status of nui- 
sance declared by ordinance. ( 1) Violation

of an ordinance adopted by a county govern- 
ing body under ORS 203.030 to 203.075 shall
be punishable, upon conviction, by a fine of

moreore than $ 500 for a noncontinuing of- 
fense and a fine of not more than $ 1, 000 for

a continuing offense. 
2) The violator of a county ordinance

may be prosecuted by the county in the name
of the county, or be made the defendant in a
civil proceeding by the county seeking re- 
dress of the violation. 

3) Every act or thing done, or anything
existing within the limits of a county, which
is declared by an ordinance of the county
adopted under ORS 203.030 to 203.075 to be
a nuisance, shall constitute a nuisance and

may be regarded as such in all actions, suits
and proceedings, unless the ordinance is de- 

clared void by a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion. 

4) Fines recovered under ORS 203.030 to
203.075 shall be paid to the clerk of the court
in which recovery is had. After first deduct- 
ing court costs in the proceedings, the clerk
shall pay the remainder to the treasurer of
the county for the general fund of the
county. 

5) Any peace officer, as defined by ORS
161. 015, may enforce an ordinance adopted
under ORS 203.035. [ 1973 c.282 § 8; 1975 036 §4; 

1977 066 §151

203.075 Payment of assessments in in- 
stallments. ( 1) Except as provided in sub- 
section ( 3) of this section, when a county
governing body orders the construction of a
local improvement and levies an assessment
for all or part of the cost of the improvement
against property benefited by the i% ove- 

ment, the following statutes apply to the as- 
sessment: 

a) ORS 223.205 to 223.295, 223.387 to
223.399, 223.405 to 223.485 and 223.770. 

b) ORS 287.502 to 287.515. 

2) When officials of cities are referred to
in the statutes listed in subsection ( 1) of this
section, the corresponding officials of coun- 
ties shall perform the required functions. The
duties required of the governing body of a
city under those statutes shall be performed
by the governing body of the county. 

3) When there is a conflict between the
statutes listed in subsection ( 1) of this sec- 
tion and a county charter, county ordinance
or another statute, the charter, ordinance or
other statute shall prevail. [ 1987 c.615 § 2; 1991

c.902 § 1091 . 

203.085 County election dates; proce- 
dures for emergency elections. ( 1) Except
as provided in subsection ( 2) of this section, 
no election on a county measure or for a
county office shall be held on any date other
than: 

a) The fourth Tuesday in March; 
b) The third Tuesday in May; 
c) The third Tuesday in September; or
d) The first Tuesday after the first Mon- 

day in November. 

2) An emergency election may be held
on a date other than those provided in sub- 
section ( 1) of this section, if the county gov- 
erning body by resolution finds that an
emergency exists that will require an

election sooner than the next available

election date to avoid extraordinary hardship
to the community. A determination under
this subsection as to whether an emergency
exists is within the sole discretion of the

county governing body. 
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GOVERNING BODIES; HOME RULE 203.135

3) A county governing body, with ade- 
quate notice, shall hold a public hearing, on
a date other than a regularly scheduled
meeting, for the purpose of making findings
substantiating the fact that an emergency
exists before scheduling, an election on a date
other than those specified in subsection ( 1) 
of this section. 

4) Notice of a county's intent to hold an
emergency election shall be filed with the
county election authority no later than 47
days preceding the desired election date. At
the time the notice of election is given to the
county election authority, the county shall
also file with the election authority a certi- 
fied copy of the ballot title and a copy of the
resolution and findings adopted by the

county governing body to authorize the
emergency election as required under sub- 
section ( 3) of this section. 

5) The county election authority in each
county shall monitor emergency elections
and shall make an annual report of the
number and nature of such elections to the

Secretary of State. The report shall include
copies of county resolutions and findings of
fact authorizing emergency elections that
have been filed with the county election au- 
thority under subsection ( 4) of this section. 
1979 c.316 § 3; 1981 c.639 § 4; 1985 c.808 § 69; 1987 c.267
64; 1989 c.923 §6; 1991 c.71 § 2; 1993 c.713 § 511

COUN'T'Y GOVERNING BODIES

20& 110 [ Amended by 1971 c.88 § 6; repealed by 1981
c. 140 § 2 ( 203.111 enacted in lieu of 203.110)1

203.111 County governing body; legis- 
lative authority; quorum. Unless otherwise
provided by county charter, a county court
shall be the governing body and shall exer- 
cise general legislative authority over all
matters of county concern and shall consist

of the county judge and two county commis- 
sioners and a majority of those persons shall
constitute a quorum. ( 1981 c.140 §3 ( enacted in lieu
of 203.110)) 

20& 113 [ 1981 c.529 § 2; 1983 c.827 § 46; repealed by
1987 c.793 § 21

203.115 Statutory power to set fees
limited to once annually. A county gov- 
erning body shall not change the amount of
a fee it has set pursuant to statute within

one year after setting that fee. [ 1979 c.833 § 11

203.120 [ Amended by 1959 c.532 § l; 1963 c.31 § l; 1973
c.494 § l; 1981 c. 153 § 55; repealed by 1981 c. 140 § 51

20& 121 [ 1965 c.419 § 2; 1969 c.516 § l; renumbered
203.1451

203.122 [ 1959 c. 139 § l; 1965 c.432 § l; repealed by 1981
c.41 § 31

208..123 [ 1969 c.511 § 3; 1971 c.743 § 345; repealed by
1981 c.41 § 31

203MA [ 1959 c.649 § §l, 2, 3; repealed by 1981 c.41
31

203.125 [ Repealed by 1981 c.41 § 31
203.W [1973 c.487 § §l, 2, 3, 4; 1975 c.239 §4; repealed

by 1981 c. 41 § 31
203.130 [ Amended by 1955 c.273 § l; repealed by 1981

c.41 § 31

203.132 Inclusion of property outside
county or in city in county assessment
for local improvement. ( 1) The governing
body of a county may include property lo- 
cated outside the county or within a city as
part of the property to be improved or to be
assessed for a public improvement, subject to

the following conditions: 
a) The type of improvement is one which

the county has authority to finance by as- 
sessments against the property that is within
the county and outside any city. 

b) The governing body of the other
county or the city, by resolution, approves
the improvement if any portion of it is within
the other county or city. 

c) The governing body of the other
county or the city, by resolution, approves
the assessment of the property within the
other county or city. 

d) The assessment authority, including
authority to enforce collection of assess- 
ments, is exercised for property outside the
county or within a city in the same manner
as for property within the county. 

2) The owners of property in the other
county or city subject to an assessment un- 
der this section shall have the same rights, 

including remedies, which the owners of

property within the county may have. 
Formerly 308.1651

203.135 Exercise of eminent domain
power by county governing body for road, 
park and other public purposes. In addi- 
tion to any other powers granted to a county
under state law or county charter, a county
governing body may exercise the power of
eminent domain under ORS chapter 35 to
acquire any right or interest in real property
for: 

1) Public road, trail or other public

easement purposes. 

2) Public park or recreation area pur- 
poses. 

3) Public building or public institution
purposes. 

4) Purposes of development or protection
of property acquired for a purpose otherwise
described in this section including acquisi- 
tion of land for use as a quarry, drainage
way, pond, marsh or similar purpose. [ 1981

c. 153 § 501

203.140 [ Amended by 1963 c.9 § 3; repealed by 1981
c.41 § 31
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203. 145 Appointment of legal counsel

for county governing body; authority of
counsel; compensation. ( 1) As used in this
section, " board" means board of county com- 
missioners, county court or county governing
body of a county, as the case may be. 

2) Unless otherwise provided by county
charter or legislation enacted pursuant

thereto, the board of each county may ap- 
point a person or persons licensed to practice
law in the State of Oregon as counsel to ad- 
vise the board and other county officers, to
render services in connection with legal

questions of a civil nature arising in the dis- 
charge of their functions, to prosecute vio- 

lations of county law as defiled by ORS
203.810, and to provide such additional serv- 
ices as the board determines. Counsel shall
serve at the pleasure of the board, on a full- 
or part -time basis, and be compensated in the
manner and amounts the board determines. 
The board shall reimburse counsel for neces- 
sary expenses incurred in performance of
services rendered and may provide personnel, 
facilities and office space necessary for
counsel to render such services. 

3) When a person or persons licensed to
practice law in the State of Oregon have
been appointed pursuant to subsection ( 2) of
this section, they shall have the same civil
authority and responsibilities as are other- 

wise provided for the district attorney when
acting as advisor to the board and county
officers. [ Formerly 203.1211

203.148 Public Land Corner Preserva- 
tion Fund; fees for recording. ( 1) The

county governing body may establish by or- 
dinance a fund to be known as the Public
Land Corner Preservation Fund. Moneys in
the Public Land Corner Preservation Fund
shall be used only to pay expenses incurred
and authorized by the county surveyor in the
establishment, reestablishment and mainte- 

nance of corners of government surveys un- 

der ORS 209.070 ( 5) and ( 6). 

2) After providing public notice of its
intended action and holding a public hearing
at which the residents of the county may
appear and be heard on the issue of estab- 
lishing or changing the fee, the county gov- 
erning body may establish by resolution or
order a fee not to exceed $ 10 for recording
all instruments under ORS 205. 130 ( 2) in ad- 

dition to any other fee charged by the county
clerk. All moneys collected under this sub- 
section shall be deposited with the county
treasurer at least once a month to be cred- 
ited to the Public Land Corner Preservation
Fund. [ 1985 c.582 § 5; 1987 c.469 § 1; 1991 c.621 § 1] 

Note: 203.148 was enacted into law by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly but was not added to or made a part of
ORS chapter 203 or any series therein by legislative

action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for fur- 
ther explanation. 

203.150 [ Repealed by 1981 c.41 § 31
203.160 [ Repealed by 1981 c. 41 § 31
203.170 [ Amended by 1953 c.477 § 7; 1957 c.49 § l; re- 

pealed by 1981 c. 41 § 31

208.180 [ Repealed by 1953 c.306 § 181

203.190 ( Repealed by 1981 c.41 § 31
203.200 [ Repealed by 1979 c.772 § 171

BOARDS OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

203.210 [ Amended by 1953 c.306 § 17; repealed by
1971 c.88 § 81

203219 [ 1953 c.477 § l; repealed by 1971 c.88 § 81

203220 [ 1953 c.477 § 3; repealed by 1971 c.88 § 81
200.228 [ 1959 c. 174 § l; repealed by 1971 c.88 § 81

203.224 [ 1959 c. 174 § 4; repealed by 1981 c.41 § 31
203.228 ( 1963 c.386 § l; repealed by 1971 c.88 § 81
203228 [ 1963 c.386 § 3; repealed by 1981 c. 41 § 31

203.230 Abolishing office of county
judge and establishing board of county
commissioners in noncharter county; re- 
ferral of order; operative date. ( 1) The

county court of any county which has not
adopted a county charter pursuant to ORS
203.710 to 203.770, and in which the county
judge has no judicial function, may order the
office of county judge abolished and create
in lieu thereof a third county commissioner. 
The order shall transfer all powers and du- 
ties of the county court and county judge to
the board of county commissioners and, un- 
less referred to the people, shall be effective
on the date specified therein. The order made
under this subsection may be referred to the
people of the county for their approval or
rejection and, if approved, shall become op- 
erative on the date specified in the order re- 
ferred. The people of the county shall vote
on such order at a regular primary or gen- 
eral election. 

2) If, in a year in which a county judge
is to be elected in the county, the order made
under subsection ( 1) of this section is to be- 
come operative: 

a) On or subsequent to the date of the
regular primary election but prior to the
regular general election, then those persons

nominated at the primary election for the
office of county judge shall be candidates for
the office of county commissioner created in
the order. 

b) On or subsequent to the date of the
regular general election, then the person

elected to the office of county judge shall, 
upon the expiration of the term of office of

the county ,fudge holding office at the time
the order was approved, take office as the

county commissioner created in the order if
the order has become operative. 
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3) When the order issued under sub- 
section ( 1) of this section becomes operative, 
the county judge shall, until the expiration
of the term of office of the county judge, 
serve as the third county commissioner. At
the general election next preceding the expi- 
ration of the term of office of the county
judge there shall be elected, in addition to
the two county commissioners provided by
law for each county, one county commis- 
sioner who shall possess the same qualifica- 
tions, receive the same compensation, have
the same powers and duties, and be subject
to the same provisions of law as the of er
county commissioners. 

4) The person serving as county judge
on the date the office is abolished shall serve
as chairman of the board of county commis- 
sioners until the expiration of the term of
office of that person and shall have the same
powers and duties and be subject to the same
provisions of law as the other county com- 
missioners. [ 1961 c.571 § 1; 1987 c267 §651

203.240 Organization, powers and du- 
ties of board.. (1) A board of county com- 
missioners shall: 

a) Have the powers and duties and be
otherwise subject to the laws applicable to

county courts sitting for the transaction of
county business. 

b) Unless provided otherwise by county
charter or ordinance, consist of three county
commissioners. A majority of the board is
required to transact county business. 

c) Except as otherwise provided in ORS
203.230 ( 4), appoint a chairperson from

among their number who shall serve until
the first Monday in January next following
appointment. If two members of the board
cannot agree on the appointment of a chair- 
person, the member of the board who is
longest in length of service shall act as
chairperson. 

2) When a county has established a
board of county commissioners any reference
in the statutes to the county court of that
county shall be considered a reference to the
board of county commissioners of the county. 
1961 x571 §2; 1971 c.88 § 7; 1981 c.140 §4; 1985 056 §21

203310 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203.320 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203330 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203.940 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

208.360 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203360 [Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203.370 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111
203.880 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203.390 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111
203400 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203410 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203.420 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203430 [Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111
203440 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111
203450 [ Repealed by 1959 c. 527 § 111

203460 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203470 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

2034B0 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

203.490 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

208800 [Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111
208.610 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

208.620 [ Repealed by 1959 c. 527 § 111

203.630 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

208.640 [ Repealed by 1959 c. 527 § 111

208850 [ Repealed by 1959 c.527 § 111

COUN'T'Y HOME RULE

203.710 Performance of functions by
officers designated by county law; defi- 
nition. (1) The designation of county officers
to perform functions under ORS 203.710 to
203.770 extends to those officers who, under

a county charter or legislation enacted pur- 
suant thereto, may be designated to perform
the same functions. 

2) References to the county court in
ORS 203.710 to 203.770 include the board of
county commissioners. 

3) As used in ORS 203.710 to 203.770, 
unless the context requires otherwise, " le- 

gally called election" means any primary or
general election held throughout the county. 
1959 c.527 § 1; 1961 039 §11

203.720 Electors of county may adopt, 
amend, revise or repeal county charter; 
certain provisions, deemed matters of

county concern, to prevail over state law. 
The electors of any county, by majority vote
of such electors voting thereon at any legally
called election, may adopt, amend, revise or
repeal a county charter. The charter, or leg- 
islation passed by the county pursuant

thereto, shall provide a method whereby the
electors of the county, by majority vote of
such electors voting thereon at any legally
called election, may amend, revise or repeal
the charter. The county charter and legisla- 
tive provisions relating to the amendment, 
revision or repeal of the charter are deemed

to be matters of county concern and shall
prevail over any conflicting provisions of
ORS 203. 710 to 203. 770 and other state stat- 
utes unless otherwise specifically provided by
conflicting state statutes first effective after
January 1, 1961. [ 1959 c.527 § 21

203.725 County charter amendment; 
single subject; separate submission to
electors. ( 1) A proposed amendment to a

county charter, whether proposed by the
county governing body or by the people of
the county in the exercise of the initiative
power, shall embrace but one sub''ect and

matters properly connected therewith. 
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2) When two or more amendments to a
county charter are submitted to the electors
of the county for their approval or rejection
at the same election, they shall be so sub- 
mitted that each amendment shall be voted

on separately. 

3) Notwithstanding any county charter
or legislation enacted thereunder, this sec- 

tion shall apply to every amendment of a
county charter and shall take precedence
and prevail over any conflicting provisions in
a county charter or in legislation enacted
thereunder. [ 1983 c.240 § 21

203.730 Charter committee appointed
after filing of resolution or petition; suf- 
ficiency of petition; notice to persons en- 
titled to make appointments to
committee. ( 1) A county charter may be
proposed by a committee appointed after the
filing with the county. clerk of: 

a) A resolution requesting appointment
of the committee, adopted by a majority of
the county court; or

b) A petition requesting appointment of
the committee, signed by such number of
electors of the county as is equal to at least
four percent of the whole number of votes
cast within the county for all candidates for
Governor at the most recent election at
which a candidate for Governor was elected
to a full term. The petition shall be substan- 

tially in such form as the county clerk may
prescribe. 

2) The county clerk, not later than the
fifth day after the filing of the resolution of
the county court, shall give written notice
thereof to those persons entitled to partic- 
ipate in the appointment of a member of the
committee. 

3) Upon the filing with the county clerk
of a petition requesting the appointment of
a committee, the county clerk, not later than
the 15th day after the filing of the petition, 
shall verify the signatures and certify to the
county court the findings as to the suffi- 
ciency of such petition. If the petition is
found to be sufficient, the county clerk im- 
mediately shall give written notice thereof to
those persons entitled to participate in the
appointment of a member of the committee. 
1-959 c.527 § §3, 4; 1973 c.255 §1; 1979 c.190 § 403; 1989 1174
11

203.740 Charter committee and mem- 
bers; appointment, qualifications, vacan- 
cies, terms, organization, meetings. ( 1) 

Within 60 days after the county clerk finds
that a petition for the appointment of a
committee is sufficient, or within 60 days af- 
ter. the county court has filed with the
county clerk its resolution requesting that a
committee be appointed, a committee shall
be appointed as provided in this section. 

Only one committee is to be in existence at
any given period of time. 

2)( a) In all counties, ( i) a majority' of the
county court is entitled to appoint four
members of the committee; ( ii) a majority of
the State Senators and State Representatives
then representing the county is entitled to
appoint four additional members; and ( iii) a

majority, consisting of at least five, of those
persons appointed under ( i) and ( ii) of this
paragraph is entitled to appoint one addi- 
tional mmeber. 

b) If, within 45 days after the terms of
committee members begin to run as provided
in subsection ( 4) of this section, an appoint- 
ing authority has not made the appointment
or appointments it is entitled to make, the
county clerk shall call a meeting of those
persons constituting the appointing authority
by living written notice to each of them, 
specifying the purpose of the meeting and the
time and place thereof. The time of the

meeting shall be set within 15 days of the
expiration of the 45 -day period. 

3) All members of the committee must
be electors of the county; and no . member
shall be engaged, directly or indirectly, in
any business with the county which is in- 
consistent with the conscientious perform- 
ance of duties as a member of the committee. 
An initial appointment, or an appointment to
fill a vacancy, is made by delivering to the
county clerk written notice of the name and
address of the person appointed, signed by
the person duly authorized to act for the ap- 
pointing authority. No member of an appoin- 
tive authority may serve as a member of
such committee. If an appointing authority
fails to make such an initial appointment
within 60 days after the terms of committee
members begin to run as provided in sub- 
section ( 4) of this section, the county court
shall make the appointment within 10 days
after the expiration of the 60 -day period. 

4) The terms of committee members run
either from the date the county court re- 
ceives the certification from the county clerk
that the petition requesting the appointment
of the committee is sufficient or from the
date the county court files its resolution re- 
questing appointment of the committee, as

the case may be. The terms expire on the day
of the election at which the committee' s
proposed charter is voted upon or within two
years from the date the terms began, which- 
ever is the sooner, unless, in the case where
a proposed charter is not submitted at an
election held within such two -year period, 
the county court by resolution filed with the
county clerk before the expiration of the
terms extends them until the day of the
election on the proposed charter or for an- 
other two years, whichever is the sooner. 
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Any vacancy occurring on the committee, in
a position for which an initial appointment
has been made, shall be filled by appointment
for the unexpired term by the appomting au- 
thority which was entitled to make the ini- 
tial appointment of the member whose

position is vacant or, if such appointing au- 
thority fails to make the appointment within
10 days after the vacancy occurs, by the
county court. 

5) Not later than 80 days after the terms
of committee members begin to run as pro- 
vided in subsection ( 4) of this section, the
members of the committee shall meet and

organize. A majority of the committee con- 
stitutes a quorum for the transaction of
business. The committee may adopt such
rules as it deems necessary for its operation. 
However, the committee may not prohibit
the public from attending any of its meet- 
ings. [ 1959 c.527 § 5; 1979 0.748 §21

203.750 County funds for charter

committee; committee staff; county offi- 
cials to cooperate. (1) Notwithstanding ORS
294.305 to 294.520, 294.555 and 294.565, if the

county court is notified of the sufficiency of
a petition requesting the appointment of a
committee, or if it files its resolution re- 

questing the appointment of a committee, the
county, acting through the county court, 
shall cause to be made available from funds

of the county an amount equal at least to
one cent per elector of the county or $ 500, 
whichever amount is greater, for the purpose

of paying the expenses of the committee in
the preparation of the charter. Members of
the committee shall serve without pay. The
committee, within the limit of funds avail- 

able to it, may employ such persons, or con- 
tract for their services, as it may deem
necessary to aid it in the performance of its
functions. Persons employed by the commit- 
tee are exempt from civil service. The

county, acting through the county court, 
shall cause' to be furnished free of charge to
the committee adequate office space and, 

notwithstanding ORS 294.305 to 294.520, 
294.555 and 294.565, may cause money, in
addition to the required minimum amount, to
be appropriated for the committee. The com- 
mittee- shall submit to the county court a
budget covering estimates of its expendi- 
tures. With respect to expenditures in excess
of the minimum amount of money required
to be made available, the budget as approved
or revised and approved by the county court
shall represent the authorized limits of the
committee' s expenditures. Any balance re- 
maining unexpended shall be transferred to
the general fund of the county unless other
provisions were made at the time of the ap- 
propriation to the committee. The county

treasurer is authorized to disburse funds of
the committee on its order. 

2) The committee may conduct inter- 
views and make investigations which to it

seem necessary in order to draft a charter; 
and, to the fullest extent practicable, county
officials and employees shall cooperate with

the committee and provide it with informa- 
tion, advice and assistance. [ 1959 c.527 § 61

203.760 Submission of proposed char- 
ter, after public hearing, to electors; ap- 
proval of conflicting charters. ( 1) The
committee shall submit its proposed charter

to the county clerk not later than the 90th
day before the election at which the proposed
charter is to be voted upon. Before the pro- 
posed charter is submitted to the county
clerk, the committee shall conduct at least
one public hearing thereon. After the pro- 
posed charter is submitted to the county
clerk, the county clerk shall submit the pro - 
posed charter to the district attorney for a
ballot title as provided in ORS 250.185 ( 2). 
The ballot title is sub' ect to judicial review
as provided in ORS 25.195. 

2) The charter proposed by the commit- 
tee shall take effect on the day fixed therein
if approved by majority vote of the electors
of the county voting thereon. 

3) If two or more conflicting county
charters are approved at the same election, 

the one receiving the greatest number of af- 
firmative votes shall be adopted. [ 1959 c.527 § 7; 
1979 c.190 § 404; 1981 c.173 § 61

203.770 Copies of charters and amend- 
ments, revisions and repeals thereof, lo- 
cation and judicial notice of. (1) Duplicate

certificates shall be made, setting forth the
county charter adopted and a statement of
its ratification, signed by the officers or
members of the body canvassing election re- 
turns. One of such certified copies shall be
deposited in the office of the Secretary of
State, the other shall be kept as a permanent

record of the county. All courts shall take
judicial notice of either copy. 

2) This section shall also apply to any
amendment, revision or repeal of the county
charter. [ 1959 c.527 § 81

206.780 [ 1959 c.527 § 9; 1963 c.290 § l; 1975 066 §2b; 

repealed by 1979 c.190 § 4311

206.790 [ 1959 c -527 § 10; repealed by 1979 c.190 § 4311

203.810 Offenses under county law; 
jurisdiction; prosecutions. ( 1) As used in
this section: 

a) " County law" means a county charter
adopted pursuant to ORS 203.710 to 203.770
and legislation passed by a charter county or
any ordinance enacted by a general law
county. 
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b) " County offense" means any crime or
offense defined or made punishable by county
law. 

2) Except as may be provided otherwise
by county law: 

a) The justice courts, district court, if

any; and circuit court for a county have ju- 
risdiction' of county offenses to the same ex- 
tent as such courts have jurisdiction of
crimes or offenses defined or made punish- 

able by state law, as determined by the max- 
imum punishment which - may be imposed
therefor. 

b) The .district attorney shall prosecute
county offenses unless the county governing
body elects to have the prosecution of such
offenses conducted by a county counsel ap- 
pointed pursuant to ORS 203. 145. 

c) The practice and procedure as to the
prosecution, trial and punishment of county
offenses shall be the same as in the case of
similar crimes or offenses defined or made

punishable by state law. 

3) Except as may be provided otherwise
by county law and subject to limitations on
its civil jurisdiction under state law, the jus- 
tice court, district court and circuit court for
a county have jurisdiction of a civil proceed- 
ing, maintainedby a county under ORS
30.310 or 30.315, including a proceeding to
abate or en oin any act or condition that is
declared to to a nuisance by an ordinance of
the county. 

4) If fines, costs or bail are not paid -by
a defendant within 60 days after payment is
ordered by a court, the defendant is per- 
sonally liable to the county for the amount
of the unpaid fines, costs or bail. The county
may file and docket the order for payment
with the clerk, of the circuit court in the
same manner as for a judgment of the dis- 
trict court. The order for payment may
thereafter be enforced as a judgment of the
circuit court. [ 1961 c.724 §33; 1963 c.611 § l; 1977 c.622

l; 198105 §1; 1985 c.626 § 21
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