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BUILDING CODE 455. 030

BUILDING CODE ADMINISTRATION

Generally) 

455.010 Definitions for ORS 455.010
to 455. 740. As used in this chapter, unless the
context requires otherwise

1) " Administrator" means the State Build- 

ing Code Administrator
2) " Agency" means the Building Codes

Agency

3) " Advisory board" means the advisory
board with responsibility for assisting in the
adoption, amendment or administration of a spe- 

cialty code

4) " Municipality" means a city, county or
other unit of local government otherwise author- 

ized by law to enact a building code
5) " One and Two Family Dwelling Code" 

means the adopted specialty code prescribing

standards for the construction of one and two

family dwellings
6) " Prefabricated structure" means a build- 

ing or structural unit which has been in whole or
substantial part manufactured at an offsite loca- 

tion to be wholly or partially assembled on site, 
but does not include a mobile home, trailer or
recreational vehicle

7) " Specialty code" means a code of regula- 
tions adopted under ORS 446 185, 447 020 ( 2), 
455 020 ( 2), 460 085, 460 360, 479 730 ( 1) or
480 535, but does not include regulations adopted

by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to ORS
chapter 476 or ORS 479 010 to 479 200 and
479 210 to 479 220

8) " State building code" means the combined
specialty codes

9) " Structural code" means the specialty

code prescribing structural standards for budding
construction [ Formerly 456 7501

455.020 Purpose; scope of application. 
1) This chapter is enacted to enable the admin- 

istrator to promulgate a state building code to
govern the construction, reconstruction, altera- 

tion and repair of buildings and other structures
and the installation of mechanical devices and
equipment therein The state building code shall
establish uniform performance standards provid- 

ing reasonable safeguards for health, safety, wel- 
fare, comfort and security of the residents of this
state who are occupants and users of buildings, 
and will provide for the use of modern methods, 
devices, materials, techniques and practicable

maximum energy conservation

2) The regulations adopted pursuant to this
chapter shall include structural standards, stan- 

dards for the installation and use of mechanical, 

heating and ventilating devices and equipment, 
and standards for prefabricated structures, and
shall, subject to ORS 455 210 ( 1) to ( 5), prescribe
reasonable fees for the issuance of building per - 
mits and similar documents, inspections and plan
review services by the agency

3) This chapter does not affect the statutory
jurisdiction and authority of the Workers' Com- 
pensation Board, under ORS chapter 654, to
promulgate occupational safety and health stan- 
dards relating to places of employment, and to
administer and enforce all state laws, regulations, 

rules, standards and lawful orders requiring
places of employment to be safe and healthful

4) This chapter and any specialty code does
not limit the authority of a municipality to enact
regulations providing for local administration of
the state building code, local appeal boards, fees
and other charges, abatement of nuisances, 

enforcement through penalties, stop -work orders

or other means, or minimum health, sanitation

and safety standards for governing the use of
structures for housing, except where the power of
municipalities to enact any such regulations is

expressly withheld by statute [ Formerly 456 7551
455. 030 Administrative Procedures

Act application; publication of codes; 

amendments to code. ( 1) Except as otherwise

provided by this section, the administrator shall
be subject to ORS 183 310 to 183 550 in the
adoption, amendment or repeal of regulations

authorized by, and in the issuance of orders in
contested cases arising under, this chapter

2)( a) In addition to the notice requirements

of ORS 183 335, notice of a public hearing on
adoption, amendment or repeal of a specialty

code shall be given to the governing bodies of all
municipalities and the notice shall state that

copies of the proposed action may be obtained
from the agency

b) The notice of proposed rule change shall

include a finding by the advisory board that the
added cost, if any, is necessary to the health and
safety of the occupants or the public or necessary
to conserve scarce resources

c) The administrator shall maintain a roster
of individuals who wish to be notified of any
changes to or interpretations of the One and Two
Family Dwelling Code Subscribers to the list
may be charged a reasonable amount necessary to
defray the cost of maintaining the list and advis- 
ing the subscribers of changes in the code
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455.040 PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY

3) The administrator shall not be required to
publish or distribute those parts of a code of
regulations adopted by reference However, the
administrator shall publish with a specialty code
and annually thereafter a list of places where
copies of those parts of the code adopted by
reference may be obtained together with the
approximate cost thereof The administrator
shall file one copy of the complete code with the
Secretary of State However, all standards
referred to in any specialty code or any of the
modifications thereto need not be so filed All

standards referred to in the code shall be kept on
file and available for inspection in the office of
the administrator

4) Any interested person may propose
amendments to the state building code, which
proposed amendments may be either applicable
to all municipalities or, where it is alleged and
established that conditions exist within a munici- 
pality or some municipalities that are not gener- 

ally found within other municipalities, 
amendments may be restricted in application to
such municipalities Amendments proposed to
the state building code under this subsection shall
be at least as restrictive as the regulations con- 
tained in the code and shall be in conformity with
the policy and purpose prescribed by ORS
455 020 The ,justification and the particular cir- 
cumstances requiring the proposed amendments
shall be fully stated in the proposal The admin- 
istrator shall submit all proposed amendments to

the appropriate advisory board The board shall
review and report its recommendations to the

administrator on the amendments within 180

days after the date of submission by the admin- 
istrator

5) The administrator, with the approval of
the advisory board, may adopt or modify and
adopt any amendments proposed to the admin- 

istrator under subsection ( 4) of this section The
administrator shall, within 30 days after the date

of receipt of the recommendations of the advisory
board, notify the person proposing the amend- 
ments of the adoption, modification and adop- 
tion or denial of the proposed amendments Upon
adoption, a copy of each amendment shall be

distributed to the governing bodies of all munici- 
palities affected thereby

6) The administrator shall from time to time
make or cause to be made investigations, or may
accept authenticated reports from authoritative
sources, concerning new materials or modes of

construction intended for use in the construction
of buildings or structures, or intended for use in
other activity regulated by the state building
code, and shall, where necessary, propose amend- 

ments to the code setting forth the conditions
under which the materials or modes may be used, 
in accordance with the standards and procedures

of this chapter IFormerly 456 7851

455. 040 State building code preempts
local ordinances and rules; exemptions; cri- 
teria. ( 1) The state building code shall be
applicable and uniform throughout this state and

in all municipalities, and no municipality shall
enact or enforce any ordinance, rule or regulation

relating to the same matters encompassed by the
state budding code but which provides different
requirements unless authorized by the admin- 
istrator The administrator' s authorization shall
not be considered an amendment to the state
budding code under ORS 455 030 The admin- 
istrator shall encourage experimentation, innova- 

tion and cost effectiveness by municipalities in
the adoption of ordinances, rules or regulations

which conflict with the state building code
2) Subsection ( 1) of this section is operative

a) With regard to the state structural code, 
July 1, 1974

b) With regard to the state mechanical, 
heating and ventilating code, on the effective date
of such code as determined under ORS 183 355

c) With regard to each specialty code not
named by paragraphs ( a) and ( b) of this subsec- 
tion, on the effective date, as determined under
ORS 183 355, of the first amendments to such
code adopted pursuant to this chapter IFormerly
4567751

455. 050 Building permits, content. All
budding permits issued in this state shall contain
the following information

1) The name and address of the owner of the
building or structure to be constructed or altered
under the permit, 

2) The name and address of the builder or
contractor, if known, who will perform the con- 
struction or alteration, and

3) The street address and legal description or
tax lot number of the property on which con- 
struction or alteration will occur ( Formerly 456 8871

Note 455 050 was enacted into law by the Legislative
Assembl) but was not added to or made a part of ORS chapter
455 or any series therein by legislatne action See Preface to
Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation

455.060 Rulings on acceptability of
material, design or method of construction; 
effect of approval. ( 1) Any person who desires
to use or furnish any material, design or method
of construction or installation in the state, or any
building official, may request the administrator
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BUILDING CODE 455. 100

to issue a ruling with respect to the acceptability
of any material, design or method of construction
about which there is a question under any provi- 

sion of the state building code Requests shall be
in writing and, if made by anyone other than a
building official, shall be made and the ruling
issued prior to the use or attempted use of such
questioned material, design or method

2) In making rulings, the administrator shall
obtain the approval of the appropriate advisory

board as to technical and scientific facts and shall
consider the standards and interpretations pub- 

lished by the body that promulgated any
nationally recognized model code adopted as a
specialty code of this state

3) A copy of the ruling issued by the admin- 
istrator shall be certified to the person making
the request Additional copies shall be transmit- 
ted to all building officials in the state The
administrator shall keep a permanent record of
all such rulings, and shall furnish copies thereof
to any interested person upon payment of such
fees as the administrator may prescribe

4) A budding official or inspector shall
approve the use of any material, design or method
of construction approved by the administrator
pursuant to this section if the requirements of all

other local ordinances are satisfied iFormerb

456 8451

455.070 Report of suspected code vio- 
lation; form; appeal. Any person may report a
suspected violation of the state building code, 
which poses an imminent threat to public health
or safety, to the local budding official or, where
the code is state - administered, to the agency The
complaint shall be in writing and submitted

under rules adopted by the agency The rules of
the department shall provide for the disposition
of frivolous or harassing complaints by requiring
detailed descriptions of the alleged violation and
reference to the code sections allegedly violated

A copy of the complaint shall be given by the
municipality or agency to the contractor, building
owner and subcontractor, if any, involved in the
project alleged to be in violation The munici- 
pality or agency may charge the complainant for
the necessary costs of supplying, copying and
distributing the complaint form If, after five
working days, no remedial action has taken place, 
the complainant has standing to appeal the mat- 
ter to the appeals board of the municipality, 
where one is established, or directly to the
applicable state advisory board where there is no
local appeals board The municipal appeals board
or state advisory board shall reach a final decision
within 14 days of the complainant's appeal A

municipal appeals board decision shall then be
subject to appeal to a state advisory board under
ORS 455 690, provided that the state advisory
board shall reach a final determination within 14
days of notice of an appeal A record of the
written complaint and the findings of the appeals
and advisory boards may be introduced into evi- 
dence in any judicial proceeding for damages
brought against the complainant by any person
suffering damages as a result of the complaint
I Formedv 456 8421

455. 050 Inspector may require proof of
compliance. Any inspector authorized by or
pursuant to law to determine compliance with the
requirements of the state building code or any

specialty code under this chapter is authorized, in
the performance of normal duties, to require any
person who is engaged in any activity regulated

by ORS chapter 693 or 701, ORS 447 010 to
447 160 or 479 510 to 479 860 to demonstrate
proof of compliance with the licensing, registra- 
tion or certification requirements of those statute
sections IFormerly4568021

Note 455 080 was enacted into law by the Legislative
Assembly but was not added to or made a part of ORS chapter
455 or any series therein by legislative action See Preface to
Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation

Administrator, Structural Code Board) 

455. 100 State Building Code Admin- 
istrator; duties; assistant; qualifications; 
duties. ( 1) The Governor shall appoint a State
Building Code Administrator, who shall have
general supervision over the administration of
the state building code regulations, including the
plumbing, elevator, electrical, mobile home, 
boiler, amusement ride, structual, mechanical, 

heating and ventilating, one and two family
dwelling, and prefabricated structures codes The
administrator shall serve at the pleasure of the
Governor and shall be in the unclassified service
of the state The administrator shall perform
such other duties as the Governor may assign

2) The administrator, with the approval of
the Governor, shall appoint an assistant who
shall be responsible for the administration of the
structural code The assistant shall be competent
in the field of administration and shall have such
experience and professional qualifications in

building design, construction and supervision as
the administrator considers necessary The
assistant may, with the approval of the admin- 
istrator, employ inspectors and other personnel
as necessary to carry out the assistant' s function
under this chapter The assistant shall perform
such other duties in administering the code as the
administrator may assign ( Formerly 456 7901
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455. 110 PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY

455. 110 Other duties of administrator. 
Except as otherwise provided by ORS chapters
446, 447, 460, 476, ORS 479 010 to 479 220, 
479510 to 479860, 479 990 and ORS chapter
480

1) The administrator shall coordinate and
generally supervise the adoption, administration
and enforcement of the state building code

2) The administrator with the approval of
the appropriate advisory boards shall adopt and
publish the specialty codes, including codes of
regulations as authorized by ORS 455 020 ( 2) 
providing standards for the construction, recon- 
struction, alteration and repair of buildings and
other structures and the installation of mechan- 

ical devices and equipment therein, governing
matters of materials, design and construction, 
fire protection in one- family and two - family
dwellings, health, sanitation, safety and max- 
imum energy conservation

3) The administrator with the approval of
the appropriate advisory boards may amend such
codes from time to time The codes of regulations
and any amendment thereof shall conform in so
far as practicable to model building codes gener- 
ally accepted and in use throughout the United
States If there is no nationally recognized model
code, consideration shall be given to the existing
specialty codes presently in use in this state Such
model codes with modifications considered nec- 
essary and specialty codes may be adopted by
reference The codes so promulgated and any
amendments thereof shall be based on the
application of scientific principles, approved
tests and professional judgment and, to the extent
that it is practical to do so, the codes shall be
promulgated in terms of desired results instead of

the means of achieving such results, avoiding
wherever possible the incorporation of specifica- 
tions of particular methods or materials To that
end the codes shall encourage the use of new
methods, new materials and maximum energy
conservation [ Formerly 436 7701

455. 130 State Structural Code
Advisory Board; members; term; chair- 
man; quorum; compensation; expenses. ( 1) 
The chairman of the Building, Housing and Real
Estate Council shall appoint a State Structural
Code Advisory Board to serve as provided by this
chapter The chairman may appoint additional
advisory boards as needed to carry out the intent
of this chapter

2) The State Structural Code Advisory
Board shall consist of the number of members
fixed pursuant to ORS 456 762 The assistant to
the administrator shall serve as secretary of the

board but shall not be a member thereof The
administrator or a designated representative
shall appoint a voting member from among nomi- 
nees submitted by the Commission for the Hand - 
icapped Each member shall be appointed to serve
a four -year term, commencing July 1 of the year
of appointment, and until a successor is

appointed and qualified The membership shall
be broadly representative of the industries and
Professions involved in the development and con- 
struction of buildings including representation
from building code enforcement agencies, archi- 
tectural and engineering associations, building
construction trades, the contracting and man - 
ufacturing industries, governing bodies of local
government, fire protection agencies and the gen- 
eral public

3) The State Structural Code Advisory
Board shall elect its own chairman, adopt rules
for its procedure and meet on call of the chairman
or majority of the members A majority of the
members shall constitute a quorum to do busi- 
ness The administrator shall provide admin- 
istrative facilities and services for the board

4) Members of the State Structural Code
Advisory Board shall be entitled to compensation
and expenses as provided by ORS 292 495 IFor- 
merlN 456 7801

Municipal Regulation) 

455. 150 Municipal building official; 
city enforcement of codes; county enforce- 
ment of codes. ( 1) When a municipality admin- 
isters and enforces all or part of the plumbing, 
electrical, structural or mechanical, heating, ven- 
tilating codes and the One and Two Family
Dwelling Code ( ORS 455 505 to 455 530), the
governing body of the municipality shall, unless
other means are already provided, appoint a per- 

son to administer and enforce such specialty
codes or parts thereof, who shall be known as the
building official A building official shall, in the
municipality for which appointed, attend to all
aspects of code enforcement, including the issu- 
ance of all budding permits Two or more munici- 
palities may combine in the appointment of a
single budding official for the purpose of admin- 
istering the provisions of the code within their
communities

2) By May 1 of each year the governing body
of each municipality shall notify the admin- 
istrator of the specialty codes or parts thereof
that it will administer and enforce beginning July
i of that year If parts of specialty codes are to be
administered and enforced by a municipality the
parts shall correspond to a classification desig- 
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BUILDING CODE 455. 170

nated by the administrator as reasonable divi- 
sions of work by type of structure or installation, 
or by complexity of work

3) If a city does not notify the administrator, 
or notifies the administrator that it will not
administer certain specialty codes or parts

thereof, the county or counties in which the city
is located shall administer and enforce those
codes or parts thereof within the city in the same
manner as it administers and enforces them out- 

side the city, except as provided by subsection (4) 
of this section

4) I£ a county does not notify the admin- 
istrator, or notifies the administrator that it will
not administer and enforce certain specialty
codes or parts thereof, the administrator shall
contract with a municipality or use such state
employes or state agencies as are necessary to
administer and enforce those codes or parts

thereof, and permit or other fees arising there- 
from shall be paid into the State Treasury and
credited to the account responsible for paying
such expenses

5) The governing body of a municipality
may change its building code administration and
enforcement responsibility beginning July 1 of
any year by notifying the administrator by May 1
of such year of the change to be made Upon such
change, responsibility shall be fixed as provided
by subsections (3) and ( 4) of this section [ Formerly
4568001

455.160 Failure to provide timely
inspections or plan reviews prohibited, 

demand; mandamus. ( 1) The municipality

that is responsible for state building code admin- 
istration and enforcement in a municipality pur- 

suant to ORS 455 150, or the agency if the agency
is responsible for state building code administra- 
tion and enforcement pursuant to ORS 455 150, 
shall not engage in a pattern of conduct of failing
to provide timely inspections or plan reviews
without reasonable cause

2) Any person adversely affected by a pat- 
tern of conduct prohibited in subsection ( 1) of
this section may serve the municipality or the
agency with a written demand to provide timely
inspections or plan reviews

3) If a municipality, within five days of
receipt of the demand, fails to provide timely
inspections or plan reviews without reasonable

cause, the person who served the demand may
seek to compel the inspections or plan reviews

through a writ of mandamus pursuant to ORS
34 110 to 34 240 If the court finds that the
municipality has engaged in a pattern of conduct
of failing to provide timely inspections or plan

reviews without reasonable cause, it may direct
the municipality to provide timely inspections or
plan reviews or to transfer the administration
and enforcement of the code in question under
procedures outlined in ORS 455 150 ( 3) and ( 4) 

4) If the agency, within five days of receipt of
the demand, fails to provide timely inspections or
plan reviews without reasonable cause, the person
who served the demand may seek to compel the
inspections or plan reviews through a writ of
mandamus pursuant to ORS 34 110 to 34 240 If
the court finds that the agency has engaged in a
pattern of conduct of failing to provide timely
inspections or plan reviews without reasonable

cause, it may direct the agency to provide timely
inspections or plan reviews or to transfer the
administration and enforcement of the code in
question to an appropriate municipality, if the
municipality accepts the responsibility [ Formerl) 
4568031

455. 170 Administrator may delegate
certain duties to county. ( 1) The State Build- 
ing Code Administrator shall delegate to any
county board of commissioners which requests
any of the authority, responsibilities and func- 
tions of the administrator relating to recreational
parks, organizational camps and picnic parks as
defined in OAS 446 310, including but not limited
to plan review and sanitation inspections if the
administrator determines that the county is will- 

ing and able to carry out the rules of the admin- 
istrator relating to such authority, 

responsibilities and functions The administrator
shall review and monitor each county' s perform- 

ance under this subsection In accordance with
ORS 183 310 to 183 550, the administrator may
suspend or rescind a delegation under this subsec- 
tion If it is determined that a county is not
carrying out such rules or the delegation is sus- 
pended, the unexpended portion of the fees col- 
lected under subsection ( 2) of this section shall be
available to the administrator for carrying out the
authority, responsibility and functions under this
section

2) The State Building Code Administrator
shall determine, by administrative rule, the
amount of fee which the county may charge and

retain for any function undertaken pursuant to
subsection ( 1) of this section The amount of the
fees shall not exceed the costs of administering
the delegated functions The county, quarterly, 
shall remit 15 percent of the collected fees to the
administrator for monitoring county programs

and for providing informational material neces- 
sary to maintain a uniform state program

3) In any action, suit or proceeding arising
out of county administration of functions pur- 
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455. 180 PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY

suant to subsection ( 1) of this section and involv- 
ing the validity of a rule adopted by the
administrator, the administrator shall be made a
party to the action, suit or proceeding 11987 a 414

36a) 

Note 455 170 was enacted into law by the 1xgislative
Assemblt but was not added to or made a part ofORS chapter
455 or any series therein by legislative action See Preface to
Oregun Rei ised Statutes for further explanation

455. 180 Duty of city, county to issue
building permit; restriction ( 1) A city or
county shall not refuse to issue or otherwise deny
a building permit, development permit, plumbing
permit, electrical permit or other similar permit

to any person applying for the permit solely
because the applicant has contracted for the
performance of services by a contractor, sub- 
contractor, supplier or other person who is sub- 
ject to the business license tax of the city or
county and has failed to pay the tax when due

2) As used in this section, " business license
tax" has the meaning given that term in ORS
701 015 1198; c 531 § fib

Financial Administration) 

455. 210 Fees; surcharge; reduced fees. 
1) Fees shall be prescribed as required by ORS

455 020 for plan review and permits issued by the
agency for the construction, reconstruction, 
alteration and repair of prefabricated structures
and of buildings and other structures and the
installation of mechanical heating and ventilat- 
ing devices and equipment The fees shall not
exceed the fee schedule printed in the " Uniform
Building Code," 1979 Edition and in the
Uniform Mechanical Code," 1979 Edition, both

Published by the International Conference of
Building Officials Fees shall not be effective until
approved by the Executive Department

2) Notwithstanding subsection ( 1) of this
section, the maximum fee the administrator may
prescribe for a limited plan review for fire and life
safety as required under ORS 479 155 shall be 40
percent of the prescribed permit fee

3) A municipality shall not, for the kind of
permits provided for by subsection ( 1) of this
section, enact or enforce any ordinance, rule or
regulation fixing any permit fee that is higher
than the maximum fee provided by subsection ( 1) 
of this section unless the municipality has the
prior approval of the administrator to do so The

administrator shall approve any such fee or fees if
the administrator finds, after notice and hearing, 
that the proposed fee or fees are reasonable and
necessary to provide funds for the municipality to
pay for the expenses of carrying out effective
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enforcement of the specialty code or codes that
are its responsibility, pursuant to ORS 455 150, 
to enforce

4) Notwithstanding any other provision of
ORS 455 010 to 455 315 and 455 410 to 455 740, 
for the purpose of partially defraying state
administrative costs, there is hereby imposed a
surcharge in the amount of two percent of the
total permit fees collected Municipalities shall
collect and remit to the administrator as provided
in ORS 455 220

5) Notwithstanding any other provisions of
ORS 455 010 to 455 315 and 455 410 to 455 740, 
for the purpose of partially defraying state
inspection costs, there is hereby imposed a sur- 
charge in the amount of two percent of the total
permit fees collected Municipalities shall collect
and remit to the administrator as provided in
ORS 455 220

fi) The administrator shall adopt admin- 
istrative rules to allow reduced fees for review of
plans which have been previously reviewed [ Sol)- 
sections ( 1) to ( 5) formerly 456 760, subsection ( 6) enacted as
1987 c 604 § 61

455. 220 Surcharge on building permit
fees; collection; deposit. ( 1) For the purpose of
defraying the costs of training and other educa- 
tional programs administered by the agency
under this chapter there is hereby imposed a
surcharge in the amount of one percent of the
total building permit fees collected in connection
with the construction of, or addition or alteration
to, buildings and equipment or appurtenances

2) Permit surcharges shall be collected by
each municipality and remitted to the admm- 

istrator Each municipality having a population
greater than 40, 000 shall, on a monthly basis, 
prepare and submit to the administrator a report
of permits and certificates issued in each class or
category and fees and surcharges thereon col- 
lected during the month, together with other
statistical information as required by the admin- 
istrator concerning construction activity regu- 
lated by the parts of the state building code
administered by the municipality All other
municipalities shall submit such a report on a
quarterly basis The report, which shall be in a
form prescribed by the administrator, shall be
submitted, together with a remittance covering
the surcharges collected, by no later than the 15th
day following the month or quarter in which the
surcharges are collected

3) All surcharges and other fees prescribed
by ORS 455 010 to 455 240 and 455 410 to
455 740 and payable to the agency, except fees
received under ORS 455 150 ( 4), shall be depos- 
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ited by the administrator in the State Treasury
for credit to the Building Code Account created
by ORS 455 230 [ Formerly 456 8601

455.230 Building Code Account. There
hereby is established in the General Fund of the
State Treasury the Building Code Account
Except as otherwise provided by law, all moneys
appropriated or credited to the Building Code
Account hereby are appropriated continuously
for and shall be used by the administrator for the
purpose of carrying out the duties and respon- 
sibilities imposed upon the agency, under this
chapter, ORS 446 155 to 446 200, 447 010 to
447 160, 460 005 to 460 175, 460 310 to 460 410, 
479 510 to 479 860, 480 510 to 480 665 and ORS
chapter 693 [ Formerly 456 8901

Note 455 230 and 455 240 ( formerly 456 890 and
156910) were enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly
but were not added to or made a part of ORS chapter 455 or
any series therein by legislative action See Preface to Oregon
Revised Statutes for further explanation

455.240 Building Codes Agency Pub- 
lication Revolving Account. ( 1) All revenues
derived from the sale of publications of the Budd- 
ing Codes Agency shall be deposited in the Build- 
ing Codes Agency Publication Revolving
Account, which is established as an account in
the General Fund

2) Moneys credited to the Building Codes
Agency Publication Revolving Account under
subsection ( 1) of this section are continuously

appropriated exclusively to pay for publication
costs of the Building Codes Agency ( Formerly
4569101

Note See note under 455 230

Exemptions Generally) 

455. 310 Single - family residence repair
and maintenance exempt from codes; 
exemption itemized. ( 1) It is not the purpose
of this chapter to require that permits be
obtained or fees be paid for repairs and mainte- 
nance which do not violate the intent of the
structural and fire and life safety specialty codes, 
adopted pursuant to ORS 455 020, ORS chapter
476, ORS 479 010 to 479 200 and 479 210 to
479 220, when such repair or maintenance is done
on a single- family residence, or a private garage, 
carport or storage shed that is accessory to a
single -family residence

2) Items designated by the administrator, 
with the advice of the Structural Codes Advisory
Board shall be exempt from permits and fees
required under this chapter The administrator
shall, pursuant to ORS 183 310 to 183 550, 

develop and maintain an applicable list of such
exempt items, which shall include, but not be
limited to, concrete slabs, driveways, sidewalks, 
masonry repair, porches, patio covers, painting, 
interior wall, floor or ceiling covering, nonbearing

partitions, shelving, cabinet work, gutters, down- 
spouts, small accessory buildings, door and win- 
dow replacements, replacement or repair of siding
and replacement or repair of roofing In making
the list of exempt items, the administrator shall
further define the items on the list contained in
this subsection so that no item which adversely
affects the structural integrity of the dwelling
shall be on the list [ Formerly 456 753 and then 456 9151

455. 315 Agricultural buildings; 

application of specialty code; regulation by
cities. ( 1) Nothing in this chapter is intended to
authorize the application of a state structural

specialty code to any agricultural building
2) As used in this section, " agricultural

building" means a structure located on a farm and
used in the operation of such farm for storage, 
maintenance or repair of farm machinery and

equipment or for the raising, harvesting and
selling of crops or in the feeding, breeding, man- 
agement and sale of, or the produce of, livestock, 
poultry, fur - bearing animals or honeybees or for
dairying and the sale of dairy products or any
other agricultural or horticultural use or animal
husbandry, or any combination thereof, including
the preparation and storage of the produce raised
on such farm for human use and animal use and
disposal by marketing or otherwise " Agricultural
budding" does not include

a) A dwelling, 

b) A structure used for a purpose other than
growing plants in which persons perform more
than 144 hours of labor a week, 

c) A structure regulated by the State Fire
Marshal pursuant to ORS chapter 476, 

d) A structure used by the public, or

e) A structure subject to sections 4001 to
4127, title 42, United States Code ( the National
Flood Insurance Act of 1968) as amended, and
regulations promulgated thereunder

3) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub- 
section ( 1) of this section, incorporated cities

may regulate agricultural buildings within their
boundaries pursuant to this chapter [ Formerly
456 758 and then 456 917) 

455. 320 Owner -built dwellings exempt
from certain structural code provisions; 

recording of exemption. ( 1) As used in this
section, unless the context requires otherwise
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a) " Owner" means the owner of the title to
real property or the contract purchaser of real
property, of record as shown on the last available
complete assessment roll which person has not
taken advantage of the exemptions under subsec- 
tion (2) of this section during the five years prior
to applying for an exemption under this section

b) " Owner -built dwelling and outbuildings" 
means a single -family residence and adjacent
auxiliary structures the structural components of
which are constructed entirely by the owner who
intends to occupy the structures or by that owner
and friends and relatives of the owner assisting on
an unpaid basis

2) Owner -built dwellings and outbuildings
shall be exempt from any requirements of the
structural code for ceiling heights, room sizes and
the maintenance of specific temperature levels in
those structures The exemption shall apply to
the new construction, renovation, remodeling or
alteration of an owner -built dwelling or outbuild- 
ing

3) A building permit issued for an owner- 
built dwelling or outbuilding shall note whether
the owner -built dwelling or outbuilding complies
with the requirements it is exempted from under
subsection ( 2) of this section If the dwelling or
other structure does not comply with these
requirements, the owner - builder shall file a copy
of the budding permit with the county clerk, who
shall make the permit a part of the permanent
deed record of the property The owner shall
provide the county clerk with a description of the
property sufficient if it were contained in a mort- 
gage of the property to give constructive notice of
the mortgage under the law of this state

4) Noncompliance with subsection ( 3) of
this section shall not affect, in any manner, any
conveyance of interest in property subject to this
section [ Fonnerh 456 920] 

Exemptions in Rural Areas) 

455. 325 Definitions for ORS 455. 325
to 455. 350. As used in ORS 455 325 to 455 350, 
unless the context requires otherwise

1) " Owner" means the owner of the title to
real property or the contract purchaser of real
property, of record as shown on the last available
complete assessment roll

2) " Owner -built dwelling and outbuildings" 
means a single -family residence and adjacent
auxiliary structures the components of which, 
that are exempted from the structural code under
ORS 455 330, are constructed entirely by the
owner who intends to occupy the structures or by

that owner and friends and relatives of the owner
assisting on an unpaid basis

3) " Rural area" means any land in a county
which is located outside city limits and any
recognized urban growth boundaries under that
county' s comprehensive plan and which are
described by the ordinance allowed under ORS
455 330 I F ormerh 456 92.5J

455.330 Counties authorized to exempt
owner -built dwellings in rural areas from
structural code. Notwithstanding ORS
455 040, a county may by ordinance

1) Exempt owner -built dwellings and out - 
buildings in any rural area within that county
from compliance with the structural code, except
as provided In ORS 455340, and

2) Establish maximum value or size limita- 
tions for structures exempted from the structural
code under subsection ( 1) of this section ( Formerl} 
4569301

455.335 Rural areas to be mapped; 
building permit issuance for exempt dwell- 
ings limited. ( 1) A county exempting owner - 
built dwellings and outbuildings in rural areas
from the structural code under ORS 455 330 shall
designate those rural areas upon publicly avail- 
able maps of readable scale showing individual
property lines

2) A county ordinance under ORS 455 330
shall provide that no person shall receive a build - 
ing permit in that county for an exempt owner - 
built dwelling and outbuildings more than once
every five years IFormerh 456 9351

455. 340 Code requirements to which
exemption cannot apply. No county shall
exempt any building from requirements of the
structural code relating to

1) Fire egress, fire retardant and smoke
detectors, 

2) Maximum bending stress allowed by the
structural code for structural members, or

3) Insulation and energy conservation ] For- 
merly 456 940) 1 , 

455. 345 Permit, fee, plan check and
inspection provisions apply; notice of non- 
compliance to owner- builder; recording of
notice; notice to purchasers. ( 1) Permit, fee, 
plan check and inspection requirements required
by ORS 455 210 ( 1) to ( 5) shall apply to owner - 
built dwellings and outbuildings exempted from
the structural code under ORS 455 330

2) Building officials inspecting structures
exempted from the structural code under ORS
455 325 to 455 350, shall
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a) Require the owner - builder to comply with
those structural code requirements listed under
ORS 455 340, and

b) Inform the owner - builder in writing of
those items which fail to comply with code stan- 
dards and are exempt from code standards and
make that information part of the permanent
inspection record on the structures

3) An owner - builder of a structure exempted
from the structural code under ORS 455 325 to
455 350 shall file a notice with the county clerk
who shall make the notice a part of the perma- 
nent deed record of the property That notice
shall contain the information provided to the
owner - builder under paragraph ( b) of subsection
2) of this section and a description of the prop- 

erty sufficient if it were contained in a mortgage
of the property to give constructive notice of the
mortgage under the law of this state

4) Any person, or that person' s agent, selling
an owner -built dwelling or outbuilding exempted
from the structural code under ORS 455 325 to
455 350 shall notify each potential buyer of the
existence, location and contents of the notice
filed under subsection ( 3) of this section prior to
any commitment to purchase the property [ For- 
merly 4569451

455. 350 Purchaser' s remedies. ( 1) An
individual who purchases an owner -built dwelling
or outbuilding exempted from the structural code
under ORS 455 325 to 455 350 from an owner
who has not complied with ORS 455 345 ( 3) or

4) shall have a cause of action against the seller, 
within two years of the date of making the sale
contract, for actual damages, if any

2) Noncompliance with ORS 455 345 ( 3) or
4) shall not affect, in any manner, any con- 

veyance of interest in property exempted from
the structural code under ORS 455 330 [ Formerly
4569501

Miscellaneous Provisions) 

455.410 Relocated buildings; substan- 
tial compliance required; permits. ( 1) 

Existing buildings or structures which are
removed from their foundation and moved to
another location within this state shall be in
substantial compliance as defined in subsection

2) of this section

2) " Substantial compliance" means com- 
pliance with local housing code requirements, or
where there is no housing code, with basic health
and safety standards, as described in the Uniform
Housing Code, as published by the International
Conference of Building Officials It shall not

mean that all heating, plumbing and electrical
systems be replaced with systems meeting cur- 
rent standards for new construction, notwith- 

standing that the cost of rehabilitation may
exceed 50 percent of the value of the structure
before rehabilitation

3) Nothing in this section is intended to
permit any person to move a structure unless the
person first consults the appropriate building
inspection authority and obtains all required per- 
mits [ Formerly 456 7561

455. 420 Individual electric meters
required in multiresidential buildings; 
exceptions; standards. ( 1) Each individual
dwelling unit in a multifamily residential building
constructed after October 4, 1977, shall have
installed a separate, individual electrical meter

for each such dwelling unit except where a build- 
ing inspector certified under ORS 455 715 to
455 740 determines that pursuant to standards
adopted by the administrator the installation of a
single, central electrical meter for all the dwelling
units in such building would facilitate an overall
reduction in electrical consumption by such
units

2) For the purpose of carrying out the provi- 
sions of subsection ( 1) of this section, the admin- 
istrator, based on recommendations of the
Energy Conservation Board, shall adopt by rule
standards for determining whether the installa- 
tion of a single electrical meter for all dwelling
units in a multifamily residential building facili- 
tates an overall reduction in electrical consump- 

tion by such units ( Formerly 456 7631
455.425 Low - income elderly housing

multiservice rooms required; standards; 

exceptions. ( 1) Any low- income housing for the
elderly on which construction begins after Janu- 
ary 1, 1978, and which is financed in whole or in
part by federal or state funds shall contain a
multiservice room adequate in size to seat all of
the tenants

2) The administrator shall adopt rules, in
accordance with the applicable provisions of ORS
183 310 to 183 550, establishing standards and
specifications for low- income elderly housing
multiservice rooms required under subsection ( 1) 
of this section In development of standards and
specifications, the administrator may be assisted

by the advisory committee created under ORS
447 230 ( 2) and may take into account any stan- 
dards or specifications established pursuant to
any federal program under which the construc- 
tion of such housing is funded

3) No housing described in subsection ( 1) of
this section that contains 20 or fewer units is
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required to provide a multiservice room [ Formerly
4567721

455.430 Reciprocity for prefabricated
structures. If the administrator determines that
the standards for prefabricated structures pre- 
scribed by statute, rule or regulation of another
state are at least equal to the regulations pre- 
scribed under this chapter, and that such stan- 
dards are actually enforced by such other state, 
the administrator may provide by regulation that
prefabricated structures approved by such other
state shall be deemed to have been approved by
the administrator [ Formerly 456 8801

Prohibited Acts) 

455 450 Prohibited acts. A person shall
not

1) Violate or procure, aid or abet in the
violation of any final order concerning the
application of a provision of the state budding
code in a particular case made by the admin- 
istrator, an advisory board, a state administrative
officer or any local appeals board, building official
or inspector

2) Engage in or procure, aid or abet any
other person to engage in any conduct or activity
for which a permit, certificate, label or other
formal authorization is required by any specialty
code or other regulation promulgated pursuant to
this chapter without first having obtained such
permit, certificate, label or other formal autho- 
rization [ Formerly 456685( 1)) 

ENERGY CONSERVATION

Generally) 

455. 510 Energy Conservation Board; 
creation; membership; term. ( 1) There is
hereby established within the Building Codes
Agency an Energy Conservation Board, consist- 
ing of seven public members appointed by the
Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate
in the manner prescribed by ORS 171 562 and
171 565 The membership of the board shall be
made up of one builder, one mechanical engineer, 
one building code official, one energy supplier, 
one representative of a recognized environmental
protection group, one architect and one public
member

2) The term of office of each public member
is four years, but a member serves at the pleasure
of the Governor Before the expiration of the
term of a public member, the Governor shall
appoint a successor whose term begins on July 1
next following A member is eligible for reap- 
pointment If there is a vacancy in the mem- 

bership for any cause, the Governor shall make an
appointment immediately effective for the unex- 
pired term [ Formerly 456 730] 

455.520 Officers; executive secretary; 
quorum. ( 1) The Energy Conservation Board
shall select from among its members a chairman, 
a vice chairman and such other officers for such

terms and with such duties and powers necessary
for the performance of their duties as the board
determines

2) The board may appoint an executive
secretary who shall serve at the pleasure of the

board and perform such duties as may be desig- 
nated by the board

3) A majority of the members of the board
constitutes a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness

4) Notwithstanding ORS 293 262 and
297 120, payments of per diem to any member of
the Energy Conservation Board before December
31, 1980, are ratified and approved Any member
who received per diem payment shall not be
required to repay the payment and the person
authorizing the payment shall not be held liable
for that payment This section does not authorize
any person to make a claim for a per diem
payment for service on the Energy Conservation
Board [ Formerl) 456 735) 

455.525 Rules for energy conservation
and passive solar energy in structures; 
inclusion in building code; review of reg- 
ulations. ( 1) In the manner provided in ORS
183 310 to 183 550 for the adoption of rules and
after consideration of available technology and
costs, the Energy Conservation Board shall
establish basic and uniform performance stan- 
dards to provide maximum energy conservation
and use of passive solar energy in the design, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration and
repair of buildings and other structures Such
standards shall be submitted to the Admin- 
istrator of the Building Codes Agency for pro- 
posed inclusion in the state building code as
provided by ORS 455 030 ( 4) 

2) Regulations relating to the use and con- 
servation of energy adopted pursuant to ORS

455 020 ( 2) shall be reviewed by the Energy
Conservation Board [ Formerly 456 7401

455. 530 Authority to receive money
and contract. The Energy Conservation Board
may

1) Apply for and receive moneys from any
person, from the Federal Government, or from
this state or any of its agencies or departments

2) Contract with any public agency for the
performance of services or the exchange of
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employes or services by one to the other necessary
in carrying out the purposes of ORS 455 510 to
455 530 [ Formerly 456 745 and then 456 7421

Energy Conservation Standards for
Public Buildings) 

455. 560 Definitions for ORS 455. 560
to 455. 580. As used in ORS 455 560 to 455 580, 
unless the context requires otherwise

1) " Administrator" means the State Build- 
ing Code Administrator

2) " Person" means an individual, part- 

nership, joint venture, private or public corpora- 
tion, association, firm, public service company, 
political subdivision, municipal corporation, gov- 

ernment agency, people' s utility district, or any
other entity, public or private, however orga- 
nized

3) " Public buildings" means any building, 
including outdoor area adjacent thereto, which is
open to the public during normal business hours, 
except exempted buildings Each of the following
is a public building within the meaning of ORS
455 560 to 455 580, unless it or any portion
thereof is exempted by rule or order pursuant to
ORS 455 570 ( 2), ( 3) and (4) 

a) Any building which provides facilities or
shelter for public assembly, or which is used for
educational, office or institutional purposes, 

b) Any inn, hotel, motel, sports arena, super- 
market, transportation terminal, retail store, res- 
taurant, or other commercial establishment

which provides services or retails merchandise, 

c) Any portion of an industrial plant build- 
ing used primarily as office space, or

d) Any building owned by the state or politi- 
cal subdivision thereof, including libraries, 
museums, schools, hospitals, auditoriums, sports

arenas and university buildings [ Formerly 456 7461

455.565 Purpose of ORS 455.560 to
455.580 It is the purpose of ORS 455 560 to
455 580 to promote, encourage and require meas- 
ures to conserve energy in public buildings [ For- 
merly 456 744) 

455. 570 Maximum lighting standards
for new public buildings. ( 1) After consulta- 
tion with the Energy Conservation Board and the
Department of Energy, the administrator, as pro- 
vided in this chapter, shall establish maximum

lighting standards for public buildings con- 
structed on or after July 1, 1978 Such standards
may distinguish between type of design, the uses
to which buildings are put, location, age or any
other applicable classification

2) Such standards shall allow for
a) Differences in lighting levels within pub- 

lic buildings for special areas and uses, including
but not limited to hospital, drafting room, and
advertising display, and for other areas and activ- 
ities requiring special illumination

b) The interaction between lighting and
heating systems

c) Occupational safety and health standards

3) The administrator may by rule or order
exempt from the maximum lighting standards, 
new public buildings or portions thereof that

a) Are of insufficient size to warrant max- 
imum lighting standard regulations, 

b) Should be allowed a specific period of
time before compliance with maximum lighting
standards is required, 

c) Are difficult or impractical to regulate
based upon location, 

d) Are not open to the public during normal
business hours, 

e) Are impractical to regulate, based upon
unique design, or

f) Would not be benefited by regulation, 
based upon the insignificant amount of energy
possible to conserve

4) Any person subject
he

ado
ORS 455

f an455 580 may apply to
exemption under this section [ Formerly 456 7471

455.575 Advisory lighting standards
for public buildings constructed before
July 1, 1978. After consultation with the
Energy Conservation Board and the Department
of Energy, the administrator, as provided in ORS
183 310 to 183 550, shall establish advisory max- 
imum lighting standards for public buildings con- 
structed before July 1, 1978, based on the factors
set forth in ORS 455 570 [ Formerly 456 7481

455. 580 Powers of administrator addi- 
tional. The powers and duties given the admin- 
istrator by ORS 455 560 to 455 580 shall be in
addition to, and not in derogation of, all other
powers, duties and responsibilities vested in the
administrator [ Formerly 456 749) 

455. 595 Energy Efficient Construction
Account. The State Treasurer is authorized to
establish an Energy Efficient Construction
Account for the purpose of providing energy

engineering and technical assistance studies to
state and other public buildings Moneys credited
to this account from payments for energy
engineering or technical assistance studies and
other revenues as authorized by the appropriate
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legislative review agency are continuously appro- 
priated for the payment of these expenses [ 1987
c sob q61

Note 455 195 was enacted into law b} the 1, egislatne
Assembl% but was not added to or made a part of ORS chapter
455 or anv series therein by legislative action See Preface to
Oregon Reused Statutes for further explanation

ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLING
CODE

455.610 One and Two Family Dwelling
Code; adoption; changes. ( 1) The admin- 
istrator shall adopt, and amend as necessary, a
nationally recognized One and Two Family
Dwelling Code

2) Changes or amendments shall not be
made to the existing code except

a) Because of geographic or climatic condi- 
tions unique to Oregon, 

b) As necessary to be compatible with other
statutory provisions, or

c) When the national code is updated or
changed

3) The energy conservation provisions of the
One and Two Family Dwelling Code shall be the
same as those adopted in the State of Oregon
Structural Specialty Code

4) The code shall be adopted and amended as
provided by ORS 455 030 and 455 110

5) The State Structural Code Advisory
Board is the only appropriate board to advise the
director on the adoption of or amendments to the
One and Two Family Dwelling Code covered by
the rules adopted under subsections ( 1) and (2) of
this section 11987 c 604 421

455. 620 Effective date of amendments
or changes. Unless a later date is specified, 
amendments or changes to the One and Two
Family Dwelling Code shall not become effective
for enforcement purposes until 60 days after the
date copies are printed and available for distribu- 
tion [ 1987c604 § 31

455. 625 Permits; content. The admin- 
istrator shall, by rule, adopt a list of information
required for one and two family building permits
1987 c 604 § 51

455.630 Enforcement. The One and
Two Family Dwelling Code shall be enforced by
inspectors and building officials qualified pur- 
suant to ORS 455 715 to 455 740 [ 1987 c 604 § 71

455. 635 Publication; readability; fund- 
ing. (1) In addition to the requirements of ORS
455 110 ( 2), the administrator shall, upon receipt

of adequate funds under subsection ( 2) of this
section, publish all state budding code provisions
relating to the design, construction, prefabrica- 
tion, equipment or appliance installation, quality
of materials, use and occupancy location and
repair of detached one or two family dwellings, 
not more than three stories in height, in two
separate publications One publication shall con- 
tain the applicable provisions of the specialty
code adopted under ORS 479 730 ( 1) and the
other publication shall contain the remaining
applicable provisions of the state building code
The text of the publications made under this
section shall be readable at the ninth grade level
of reading, as determined by the administrator
under one or more standard recognized read- 
ability formulas, including, but not limited to, the
Flesch, Fry or Dale Chall tests

2) The publications under subsection ( 1) of
this section shall be paid for by funds donated by
interested citizens, who shall be made aware of
the project by the agency through public service
announcements and other nominal -cost advertis- 
ing Funds shall be collected until sufficient funds
are available to conduct the publication Refunds
shall be made to the donors if sufficient funds are
not collected [ Formery 456 787J

MUNICIPAL REVIEW AND
INSPECTION

Generally) 

455. 675 Authorized substitutions in
codes adopted by reference. For the purposes
of the codes of regulations adopted under this
chapter, unless the context clearly indicates oth- 
erwise, the following substitutions shall be made
in any code adopted by reference as part of the
state budding code

1) ` Building official' for " administrative
authority " 

2) " Governing body" for " mayor" and " city
council " 

3) " Municipality" for "city " [Formerly 456 875J
455. 680 Plan approval and permits for

recreation or picnic park or camp; license; 
rules. ( 1) Plan approval and permits shall be
obtained from the agency prior to construction, 
enlargement or alteration of any recreation park, 
picnic park or organizational camp

2) If the agency determines that the work
conforms to the approved plans and specifica- 
tions, it shall issue a final approval which shall, if
all other conditions of ORS 455 010 to 455 240, 
455 410 to 455 450 and 455 595 to 455 740 are
met, authorize the issuance of a license by the
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Health Division to operate the park or, in the
case of then currently licensed parks, shall
authorize continued operation for the remaining
part of the licensing year

3) In accordance' with ORS 455 010 to
455 240, 455 410 to 455 450 and 455 595 to
455 740 and in consultation and agreement with
the Health Division of the Department of Human
Resources, the agency shall adopt rules to carry
out this section [ Formerly 446 337 and then 456 8371

455. 685 Review of plans and specifica- 
tions to determine compliance; effect of
approval. The administrator may, upon an

application setting forth a set of plans and speci- 
fications that will be utilized in one or more
municipalities to acquire building permits, review
and approve the application for the construction
or erection of any building or structure if such set
of plans meets the requirements of the state
building code All costs incurred by the admin- 
istrator by virtue of the examination of such a set
of plans and specifications shall be paid by the
applicant The plans and specifications or any

plans and specifications required to be submitted
to a state agency shall be submitted to the admin- 
istrator who shall examine the instruments and if

necessary distribute them to the appropriate
state agencies for scrutiny regarding adequacy as
to fire safety and all other appropriate features
The state agencies shall examine and promptly
return the plans and specifications together with
their certified statement as to the adequacy of the
instruments regarding that agency' s area of con- 
cern Any building official shall issue a building
permit upon application and presentation to the
building official of such a set of plans and specifi- 
c®tions bearing the approval of the administrator
if the requirements of all other local ordinances
are satisfied [ Formerly 456 8401

455. 690 Appeal to advisory boards. 
Any person aggrieved by the final decision of a
municipal appeals board or a subordinate officer

of the agency as to the application of any provi- 
sion of a specialty code may, within 30 days after
the date of the decision, appeal to the appropriate

advisory board The appellant shall submit a fee
of $20, payable to the agency, with the request for
appeal The final decision of the involved munici- 

pality or state officer shall be subject to review
and final determination by the appropriate
advisory board as to technical and scientific
determinations related to the application of the

specialty code involved [ Formerly 456 8501
455. 700 Validity of certain building

permits. Building permits or certificates of
occupancy validly issued before July 1, 1974, 

regarding buildings or structures being con- 
structed or altered pursuant thereto, shall be valid
thereafter and the construction may be com- 
pleted pursuant to the budding permit, unless the
building official determines that life or property
is in jeopardy [ Formerly 456 8551

Inspectors) 

455.715 Definitions for ORS 455. 715
to 455.740. As used in ORS 455 715 to 455 740, 
unless the context otherwise requires

1), " Building official" means a person
charged by a municipality with responsibility for
administration and enforcement of the state

building code in the municipality
2) " Inspector" means a person acting under

the authority and direction of a building official
and charged with the responsibility of routine

enforcement of any specialty code lFormerl> 
4568051

455. 720 Standards and qualifications
for personnel. ( 1) In accordance with applica- 
ble provisions of ORS 183 310 to 183 550, to
promote effective and uniform enforcement of

the state building code by improving the compe- 
tence of building officials and inspectors, the
administrator, with the advice of the advisory
boards, shall

a) Establish for building officials and inspec- 
tors reasonable minimum training and experi- 

ence standards, including but not limited to
courses or subjects for instruction, facilities for
instruction, qualification of instructors, methods

of instruction and classification of responsibility

b) Establish a procedure to be used by
municipalities to determine whether a person

meets minimum standards or has minimum
training to be appointed or employed as a build- 
ing official or inspector

c) Subject to such terms, conditions and
classifications as the administrator may impose, 

certify budding officials as being qualified, and
revoke such certifications in the manner provided

in ORS 455 740

d) Subject to such terms, conditions and
classifications as the administrator may impose, 

certify inspectors as being qualified to enforce
one or more particular specialty codes, and revoke
such certifications in the manner provided in
ORS 455 740

e) Require an applicant for a certificate as a
building official or inspector to demonstrate
knowledge of the laws governing accessibility to
buildings by handicapped persons by passing an
examination prescribed by the administrator
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2) The administrator shall maintain and, 
upon request of municipalities, furnish informa- 

tion on applicants for appointment or employ- 
ment as building officials or inspectors

3) Pursuant to ORS 183 310 to 183 550, the
administrator shall adopt rules necessary to carry
out the certification programs provided by this
section [ Formerly 4568101

455. 725 Certification of personnel
training programs. ( 1) Upon application, the
administrator or an authorized representative

shall examine and evaluate any program or facil- 
ity established by a municipality or educational
institution for the training of building officials
and inspectors

2) If the administrator finds that a training
program is qualified under the minimum require- 
ments established pursuant to ORS 455 720, the

administrator shall, in writing, certify the train- 
ing program as being qualified for such a period of
time and upon such conditions as the admin- 
istrator may prescribe An individual complies
with any minimum requirement for building offi- 
cials or inspectors established pursuant to ORS

455 720 when the individual satisfactorily com- 
pletes a training program certified under this
section [ Formerly 456 8151

455. 730 Certification of personnel
required. No person shall be appointed or
employed as a building official or inspector by
any municipality unless the person has been

certified as being qualified under ORS 455 715 to
455 740, and the certification has not lapsed or
been revoked [ Formerly 4568201

455. 735 Application for certification, 
fee; certification content. ( 1) Any person
desiring to be certified as a budding official or
inspector pursuant to ORS 455 715 to 455 740
shall make application to the administrator upon

such forms as the administrator may prescribe for
such purpose
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2) Each person applying for certification
pursuant to this section shall pay a fee of $20 If
for any reason the application is withdrawn, or
the certification is not granted, one -half of the
application fee shall be refunded to the applicant

3) Upon determining that the applicant is
qualified under ORS 455 715 to 455 740, the
administrator shall issue or cause to be issued to
the applicant a certificate setting forth the class
and any restrictions upon the certification, 

including, if the applicant is an inspector, the
particular specialty codes which the applicant is

certified to enforce [ Formerly 456 825] 

455. 740 Revocation of certification. 
1) The administrator may, upon ' notice and

hearing, revoke the certification of any building
official or inspector when it appears to the
administrator by competent evidence that the
building official or inspector has consistently
failed to act in the public interest in the perform- 
ance of duties In any revocation proceeding
under this section, the municipality that employs
the building official or inspector shall be entitled
to appear as a party in interest, either for or
against the revocation

2) Nothing in this section shall be construed
to limit or otherwise affect the authority of a
municipality to dismiss or suspend a building
official or inspector at its discretion [ Formerly
4568351

PENALTIES

455.990 Penalty. A person who violates
ORS 455 450 shall be subject to a civil penalty of
not to exceed $ 100 per violation In the case of a
continuing violation, every day's continuance of
the violation is a separate violation [ Formerly
456 885 ( 2)] 


