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INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

GENERAL PROVISIONS

250.005 Definitions. As used in this

chapter: 

1) " County clerk" means the county clerk
or the county official in charge of elections. 

2) " Elector" means an individual quali- 

fied to vote under section 2, Article II, Oregon

Constitution. 

3) " Measure" means any proposed law, an
Act or part of an Act of the Legislative Assem- 

bly, revision of or amendment to the Oregon
Constitution, local, special or municipal legis- 

lation, proposition or question submitted to

the people for their approval or rejection at an

election. 

4) " Prospective petition" means the infor- 

mation, except signatures and other identifi- 

cation of petition signers, required to be con- 
tained in a completed petition. [ 1979 c. 190 § 1401

250.010 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 120; repealed by
1979 c 190 §4311

250.015 Form of petition. The Secre- 

tary of State by rule shall design the form of
the prospective petition, and the initiative and

the referendum petition, including the signa- 
ture sheets, to be used in any initiative or
referendum in this state. The secretary also
shall designate by rule the quality of paper to
be used for signature sheets in order to assure

the legibility of the signatures. [ 1979 c 190 § 141; 
1979 c 345 § 1; 1981 c 909 § 11

250.020 [Amended by 1957 c. 608 §121; 1961 c 121 § 4, 
1979 c 190 §232; 1979 c 519 § 17, renumbered 254 0851

250.025 Qualifications for signers of

petition. Any elector may sign an initiative or
referendum petition for any measure on which
the elector is entitled to vote. [Formerly 254 160] 

250.030 [Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 122, 1961 c 121 § 5, 
1979 c 190 § 233; 1979 c. 317 § 8a, 1979 c. 519 §18a; renum- 

bered 254 0951

250.035 Form of ballot title. ( 1) The

ballot title of any measure to be initiated or
referred shall consist of: 

a) A caption of not more than 10 words by
which the measure is commonly referred to; 

b) A question of not more than 20 words

which plainly states the purpose of the mea- 
sure, and is phrased so that an affirmative

response to the question corresponds to an

affirmative vote on the measure; and

c) A concise and impartial statement of
not more than 75 words of the chief purpose of

the measure. 

250.045

2) The ballot title shall not resemble, so

far as probably to create confusion, any title
previously filed for a measure to be submitted
at that election. [ 1979 c. 190 § 143, 1979 c 675 § 1] 

250.039 Readability test for ballot
title. For all measures, the Secretary of State
by rule shall designate a test of readability
and adopt a standard of minimum readability

for a ballot title. The ballot title shall comply
with the standard to the fullest extent practi- 
cable consistent with the requirements of

impartiality, conciseness and accuracy. 

Formerly ORS 250 0551

250.040 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

STATE MEASURES

250.045 Submitting prospective peti- 
tion; form of petition. (1) Before circulating
a petition to initiate or refer a state measure

under section 1, Article IV, Oregon Constitu- 

tion, the petitioner shall file with the Secre- 

tary of State a prospective petition. The pros- 
pective petition for a state measure to be

initiated shall contain a statement of sponsor- 

ship signed by at least 25 electors. The Secre- 
tary of State shall date and time stamp the
prospective petition, verify signatures on the
statement of sponsorship, if any, and specify
the form on which the petition shall be print- 

ed for circulation. The secretary shall retain
the prospective petition. 

2) The chief petitioner may amend the
proposed initiated measure filed with the

Secretary of State without filing another
prospective petition, if: 

a) The Attorney General certifies that the
proposed amendment will not substantially

change the substance of the measure and that, 

if a ballot title has been provided, no change

in the title is necessary; 

b) The deadline for filing a petition with
the Supreme Court seeking a different title
has not passed; and

c) A petition seeking a different title has
not been filed. 

3) An initiative or referendum petition

shall designate the name and residence ad- 

dress of not more than three persons as chief

petitioners. The cover of a referendum peti- 

tion shall contain the title described in ORS
250.065 ( 1). If the Supreme Court has not

reviewed the ballot title under ORS 250.085, 
the cover of an initiative petition shall contain

the ballot title described in ORS 250.065 (3). If
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250.065 ELECTIONS

the Supreme Court has reviewed the ballot
title, the cover of the initiative petition shall

contain the title certified by the court. Each
sheet of signatures on an initiative petition

shall contain the caption of the ballot title. 

Each sheet of signatures on a referendum
petition shall contain the subject expressed in

the title of the Act to be referred. The Secre- 

tary of State by rule shall adopt a method of
designation to distinguish signature sheets of

referendum petitions containing the same
subject reference and being circulated during
the same period. Each sheet of signatures

shall be attached to a full and correct copy of
the measure to be initiated or referred. 

4) The reverse side of the cover of an
initiative or referendum petition and both

sides of a signature sheet may be used for
obtaining signatures on an initiative or refer- 
endum petition. If both sides of a signature
sheet are used, each side shall contain the

information required on a signature sheet
under subsection (3) of this section. 

5) Not more than 20 signatures on the

cover or on each side of each sheet of the initi- 

ative or referendum petition shall be counted. 

The cover of the initiative or referendum
petition, if the cover is used to gather signa- 
tures, and each signature sheet of the initia- 

tive or referendum petition shall be verified

on its face by the signed statement of the
circulator that the individuals signed the

cover or sheet in the presence of the circulator

and that the circulator believes each individu- 
al is an elector. f197 c 190 § 144, 1979 c 345 § 2, 

1981 c 909 § 21

250.050 [ Repealed by 1957 c 608 § 2311

250.055 [ 1979 c 675 § 3, 1981 c 145 § 1, renumbered
2500391

250.060 [Repealed by 1957 c. 608 §2311

250.065 Preparation of ballot title for

certain measures. ( 1) When a prospective
petition for a state measure to be referred is

filed with the Secretary of State, the secretary
shall authorize the circulation of the petition

using the final measure summary of the mea- 
sure in lieu of the ballot title. After the peti- 

tion has been filed containing the required
number of verified signatures, the Secretary
of State immediately shall send two copies of
the prospective petition to the Attorney Gen- 
eral. 

2) When an approved prospective petition
for a state measure to be initiated is filed with

the Secretary of State, the secretary immedi- 

ately shall send two copies of it to the Attor- 
ney General. 

3) Not later than the 10th business day
after receiving the copies of a prospective
petition, the Attorney General shall provide a
ballot title for the state measure to be initiat- 

ed or referred and return one copy of the pros- 
pective petition and the ballot title to the

Secretary of State. However, if a prospective
initiative petition is filed with the Secretary
of State after the 180th day before the dead- 
line for filing the initiative petition, the At- 
torney General shall provide the ballot title
not later than the fifth business day after
receiving the copies of the prospective peti- 
tion. Unless the Supreme Court certifies a

different title, this ballot title shall be the
title printed in the voters' pamphlet and on

the ballot. 

4) A copy of the ballot title shall be fur- 
nished to the chief petitioner. [ Formerly 254.055] 

250.070 [Amended by 1957 c 608 § 123, 1961 c 121 § 6, 
1979 c 190 §234, renumbered 254 1071

250.075 Legislature may prepare

ballot titles for certain measures. (1) When

the Legislative Assembly refers a measure to
the people, a ballot title for the measure may
be prepared by the assembly or by a commit- 
tee consisting of members of each house creat- 
ed and governed by joint resolution. The ballot
title shall be filed with the Secretary of State. 
The committee that drafted the ballot title

shall send a copy of it to each member of the
Legislative Assembly, and file with the Secre- 
tary of State a copy of the certificate of mail- 
ing to each member. 

2) If the title is not prepared under sub- 

section ( 1) of this section, when the measure is

filed with the Secretary of State, the secretary
shall send two copies to the Attorney General. 
Not later than the 21st day after receiving the
copies, or the 30th day after the Legislative
Assembly adjourns, whichever is later, the
Attorney General shall provide a ballot title
for the measure, send a copy of it to each
member of the Legislative Assembly, and file
with the Secretary of State a copy of it and a
certificate of mailing to each member. 
Formerly 254 0731

250.080 [ Amended by 1979 c 190 § 242, renumbered
2541851

250.085 Procedure for person dissat- 
isfied with title of state measure. ( 1) Any
person dissatisfied with a ballot title for an

initiated or referred measure filed with the
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INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

Secretary of State by the Attorney General or
Legislative Assembly, may petition the Su- 
preme Court seeking a different title and
stating the reasons the title filed with the
court is insufficient or unfair. 

2) The petition must be filed: 

250. 125

3) The Secretary of State by rule shall
designate a statistical sampling technique to
verify signatures of an initiative or referen- 
dum petition. The secretary may employ pro- 
fessional assistance to determine the sampling
technique. [ 1979 c 190 § 1491

a) Not later than the 20th day after the 250.110 [ Amended by 1953 c 632 §6, 1957 c 608 § 126, 

title is filed with the Secretary of State; 
1961 c. 170 §2, subsection (7) enacted as 1967 c 26 §4, 1977
c 508 §6, 1979 c 190 §237; renumbered 254 1351

b) If the title is provided by the Attorney
General or a committee of the Legislative

Assembly under ORS 250.075, not later than
the 20th day after the Attorney General or the
committee files the certificate of mailing with
the Secretary of State; or

c) If the title is filed with the Secretary of
State before an amendment to the proposed

initiated measure is filed with the secretary
under ORS 250.045, not later than the 20th

day after the Attorney General certifies that
no change in the title is necessary. 

3) The court shall review the title and

measure to be initiated or referred, hear argu- 

ments, if any, and certify to the Secretary of
State a title for the measure which meets the

requirements of ORS 250.035. 

4) The review by the Supreme Court shall
be conducted expeditiously to insure the order- 
ly and timely circulation of the petition or
conduct of the election at which the measure

is to be submitted to the voters. [ Formerly

254.0771

250.090 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 124; 1979 c. 190
243, renumbered 254 1951

250.095 State measures affecting a
county or district. A law enacted by the
Legislative Assembly relating only to a county
or district may be referred by the Legislative
Assembly or by petition to the people of the
county or district. The percentage of signa- 
tures required under section 1, Article IV, 
Oregon Constitution, for a referendum peti- 
tion filed under this section shall be based on

the vote for Governor within the county or
district. [1979 c 190 § 1481

250. 100 [ Repealed by 1957 c.608 §2311

250.105 Filing officer; filing require- 
ments; signature verification. (1) An initia- 

tive or referendum petition relating to a state
measure shall be filed with the Secretary of
State for signature verification. 

2) An initiative or referendum petition

relating to a state measure shall not be ac- 
cepted for filing if it contains less than 100
percent of the required number of signatures. 

250.115 Numbering measures. ( 1) The

Secretary of State shall number the measures
to be voted on in the state at large consecu- 

tively, beginning with number one, in the
order in which the measures are filed with the

secretary. 

2) The Secretary of State shall number
state measures not referred to under subsec- 

tion ( 1) of this section consecutively, begin- 
ning with the number after the last number
assigned under subsection ( 1) of this section, 

in the order in which the measures are filed

with the secretary. [ 1979 c. 190 § 1501

250. 120 [ Amended by 1953 c 632 § 6, repealed by
1957 c 608 §2311

250. 121 [ 1957 c 608 § 130, 1961 c 68 § 2; 1979 c. 190

244; renumbered 254 2051

250.125 Estimate of amount involved

on measures proposing expenditure of

public money or a reduction of state reve- 

nues, imposing a tax or incurring any
indebtedness. When a state measure in- 

volves expenditure of public money by the
state, reduction of state revenues or raising of

funds by the state by imposing any tax or
incurring any indebtedness, the Secretary of
State, with the assistance of the State Trea- 
surer, the Director of the Executive Depart- 

ment and the Department of Revenue, shall

estimate the amount of expenditure, reduction

in state revenues, tax revenue or indebtedness
and interest which will be required to meet

the provisions of the measure if it is enacted. 

The estimate shall state the recurring annual
amount involved or, if the measure does not

involve a recurring annual amount, the total
amount. The estimate shall be certified by at
least two of the officials named in this section

and, not later than the 90th day before the
election at which the measure is to be voted
upon, it shall be filed, with the data upon

which it is based, with the Secretary of State. 
The estimate shall be printed in the voters' 

pamphlet and on the ballot unless the mea- 

sure involves only administrative expenses
not exceeding $ 50,000 per year. [ Formerly
2541801
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250. 130 [ Repealed by 1957 c.608 §2311

ELECTIONS

250.135 Retention of petition materi- 

als. The Secretary of State shall retain the
signature sheets of a filed initiative or refer- 

endum petition with a copy of the state mea- 
sure. If the measure is approved by the people, 
the signature sheets and copy of the measure
shall be bound with a certified copy of the
Governor' s proclamation declaring the mea- 
sure approved. A copy of the measure and the
Governor's proclamation shall be preserved as
a permanent public record. The signature
sheets shall be preserved for six years. [ 1979

c 190 § 1521

250. 140 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 127, repealed by
1979 c 190 §4311

250. 145 [ 1953 c 58 § 1, 1955 c 52 § 1, 1969 c 104 § 1, 

repealed by 1979 c 190 §4311

250. 150 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 128, 1961 c 74 § 2; 
1967 c 340 §2, 1979 c. 190 §245; renumbered 254.2151

COUNTY MEASURES

250. 155 Application of subchapter. (1) 

ORS 250. 165 to 250.235 carry out the provi- 
sions of section 10, Article VI, Oregon Consti- 

tution, and shall apply to the exercise of initi- 
ative or referendum powers regarding a coun- 

ty measure, unless the county charter or ordi- 
nance provides otherwise. 

2) ORS 250. 165 to 250.235 applies to the
exercise of initiative or referendum powers

regarding a county measure in a county that
has not adopted a charter under section 10, 
Article VI, Oregon Constitution. [ 1979 c 190

153] 

250.160 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250. 161 [ 1957 c 608 § 131; 1979 c. 190 § 240, renum- 
bered 254.165] 

250. 165 Submitting prospective peti- 
tion; form of petition. (1) Before circulating
a petition to initiate or refer a county mea- 
sure, the petitioner shall file with the county
clerk a prospective petition. The county clerk
immediately shall date and time stamp the
prospective petition, and specify the form on
which the petition shall be printed for circula- 

tion. The clerk shall retain the prospective
petition. 

2) An initiative or referendum petition
shall designate the name and residence ad- 
dress of not more than three persons as chief
petitioners. The cover of a referendum peti- 

tion shall contain the title described in ORS
250. 175 ( 1). If the circuit court has not re- 

viewed the ballot title under ORS 250. 195, the

cover of an initiative petition shall contain the

ballot title described in ORS 250. 175 ( 3). If the
circuit court has reviewed the ballot title, the

cover of the initiative petition shall contain

the title certified by the court. Each sheet of
signatures on an initiative petition shall con- 

tain the caption of the ballot title. Each sheet
of signatures on a referendum petition shall

contain the number of the ordinance or resolu- 

tion to be referred, if any, and the date it was
adopted by the county governing body. Each
sheet of signatures shall be attached to a full

and correct copy of the measure to be initiated
or referred. 

3) The reverse side of the cover of an

initiative or referendum petition and both

sides of a signature sheet may be used for
obtaining signatures on an initiative or refer- 
endum petition. If both sides of a signature
sheet are used, each side shall contain the

information required on a signature sheet
under subsection (2) of this section. 

4) Not more than 20 signatures on the
cover or on each side of each sheet of the initi- 

ative or referendum petition shall be counted. 

The cover of the initiative or referendum
petition, if the cover is used to gather signa- 

tures, and each signature sheet shall be veri- 

fied on its face by the signed statement of the
circulator that the individuals signed the

cover or sheet in the presence of the circulator

and that the circulator believes each individu- 

al is an elector registered in the county. [ 1979

c 190 § 154, 1981 c. 909 §31

250. 170 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.175 Preparation of ballot title for
certain measures. ( 1) When a prospective

petition for a county measure to be referred is
filed with the county clerk, the clerk shall
authorize the circulation of the petition con- 

taining the title of the measure as enacted by
the county governing body or, if there is no
title, the title supplied by the petitioner filing
the prospective petition. The county clerk
immediately shall send two copies of the pros- 
pective petition to the district attorney. 

2) When a prospective petition for a coun- 

ty measure to be initiated is filed with the
county clerk, the clerk immediately shall send
two copies of it to the district attorney. 

3) Not later than the fifth day after re- 
ceiving the copies of the prospective petition, 
the district attorney shall provide a ballot title
for the county measure to be initiated or re- 
ferred and return one copy of the prospective
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petition and the ballot title to the county
clerk. Unless the circuit court certifies a dif- 
ferent title, this ballot title shall be the title
printed on the ballot. 

4) A copy of the ballot title shall be fur- 
nished to the chief petitioner. [ 1975 c. 190 § 1551

250. 180 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.185 County governing body may
prepare ballot titles for certain measures. 

1) When the county governing body refers a
measure to the people, a ballot title for the

measure may be prepared by the body. The
ballot title shall be filed with the county clerk. 

2) If the title is not prepared under sub- 

section ( 1) of this section, when the measure is

filed with the county clerk, the clerk shall
send two copies to the district attorney. Not
later than the fifth day after receiving the
copies the district attorney shall provide a
ballot title for the measure and send a copy of
it to the county governing body and the county
clerk. [ 1979 c. 190 § 1561

250.190 [ Amended by 1957 c.608 § 132; repealed by
1979 c 190 §4311

250.195 Procedure for person dissat- 

isfied with title of county measure. ( 1) Any
person dissatisfied with a ballot title filed

with the county clerk by the district attorney
or the county governing body, may petition
the circuit court of the judicial district in

which the county is located seeking a different
title and stating the reasons the title filed
with the court is insufficient or unfair. The

petition must be filed not later than the 20th

day after the title is filed with the county
clerk. The court shall review the title and
measure to be initiated or referred, hear argu- 

ments, if any, and certify to the county clerk a
title for the measure which meets the require- 

ments of ORS 250.035. 

2) The review by the circuit court shall be
the first and final review, and shall be con- 

ducted expeditiously to insure the orderly and
timely circulation of the petition or conduct of
the election at which the measure is to be
submitted to the voters. [ 1979 c. 190 § 1571

250.200 [Amended by 1957 c 608 § 133; 1961 c. 89 § 1; 
repealed by 1979 c. 190 §4311

250.205 Filing and signature require- 
ments for nonhome rule counties. ( 1) This

section applies to a county that has not adopt- 
ed a charter under section 10, Article VI, 

Oregon Constitution. 

250.226

2) A referendum petition must be filed

not later than the 90th day after the adoption
of a nonemergency county measure. 

3) A petition to refer a county measure
must contain at least the number of signa- 

tures of electors residing in the county that is
equal to four percent of the total number of

votes cast in the county for all candidates for
Governor at the election at which a Governor

is elected for a four -year term next preceding
the filing of the petition. 

4) A petition to initiate a county measure
must contain at least the number of signa- 

tures of electors residing in the county equal
to six percent of the total number of votes cast

in the county for all candidates for Governor
at the election at which a Governor is elected

for a four -year term next preceding the filing
of the petition. [ 1979 c. 190 § 1581

250.210 [ Amended by 1957 c.608 § 134; 1979 c 519
19; repealed by 1979 c. 190 §4311

250.215 Filing officer for county mea- 
sure; filing requirements. ( 1) An initiative

or referendum petition relating to a county
measure shall be filed with the county clerk
for signature verification. 

2) An initiative or referendum petition

relating to a county measure shall not be
accepted for filing if it contains less than 100
percent of the required number of signatures. 

1979 c 190 § 1591

250.220 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 135; 1961 c 89 § 2, 
repealed by 1979 c. 190 §4311

250.221 Date of election. If an initia- 

tive or referendum petition contains the re- 

quired number of verified signatures, the

election on the county measure shall be held
on the next available election date in ORS

203.085 that is not sooner than the 90th day
after the measure was filed with the county
clerk. [1981 c.909 §41

250.225 [ 1963 c.345 § §5, 6; 1979 c190 § 269, 1979

c 519 §29a; renumbered 254.4751

250.226 Numbering county measures. 
The county clerk shall number county mea- 
sures consecutively, beginning with the num- 
ber after the last number assigned by the
Secretary of State to state measures, in the
order in which the measures are filed with the

clerk. [1979 c. 190 § 1601

250.230 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 136, 1979 c 190
227, 1979 c. 317 §9; renumbered 254.0351
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250.235 Retention of petition materi- 

als. The county clerk shall retain the signa- 
ture sheets of a filed initiative or referendum

petition with a copy of the county measure. If
the measure is approved by the voters, a copy
of the measure shall be preserved as a perma- 

nent public record, and the signature sheets

shall be preserved for six years. [1979 c 190 § 1611

CITY MEASURES

250.255 Application of subchapter. 

ORS 250.265 to 250.346 applies to the exercise

of initiative or referendum powers regarding a
city measure under section 1, Article IV, 

Oregon Constitution, unless the city charter
or ordinance provides otherwise. [ 1979 c 190
1621

250.265 Submitting prospective peti- 
tion; form of petition. (1) Before circulating
a petition to initiate or refer a city measure, 
the petitioner shall file with the city elections
officer a prospective petition. The officer

immediately shall date and time stamp the
prospective petition, and specify the form on
which the petition shall be printed for circula- 

tion. The officer shall retain the prospective
petition. 

2) An initiative or referendum petition

shall designate the name and residence ad- 
dress of not more than three persons as chief
petitioners. The cover of a referendum peti- 
tion shall contain the title described in ORS
250.275 ( 1). If the circuit court has not re- 
viewed the ballot title under ORS 250.296, the
cover of an initiative petition shall contain the

ballot title described in ORS 250.275 (3). If the
circuit court has reviewed the ballot title, the

cover of the initiative petition shall contain

the title certified by the court. Each sheet of
signatures on an initiative petition shall con- 

tain the caption of the ballot title. Each sheet

of signatures on a referendum petition shall

contain the number of the ordinance or resolu- 

tion to be referred, if any, and the date it was
adopted by the city governing body. Each

sheet of signatures shall be attached to a full

and correct copy of the measure to be initiated
or referred. 

3) The reverse side of the cover of an
initiative or referendum petition and both

sides of a signature sheet may be used for
obtaining signatures on an initiative or refer- 
endum petition. If both sides of a signature

sheet are used, each side shall contain the

information required on a signature sheet
under subsection (2) of this section. 

4) Not more than 20 signatures on the

cover or on each side of each sheet of the initi- 

ative or referendum petition shall be counted. 

The cover of the initiative or referendum

petition, if the cover is used to gather signa- 

tures, and each signature sheet shall be veri- 

fied on its face by the signed statement of the
circulator that the individuals signed the

cover or sheet in the presence of the circulator

and that the circulator believes each individu- 

al is an elector registered in the city. [ 1979

c 190 § 163; 1981 c.909 § 61

250.275 Preparation of ballot title for

certain measures. ( 1) When a prospective

petition for a city measure to be referred is
filed with the city elections officer, the officer
shall authorize the circulation of the petition

containing the title of the measure as enacted
by the city governing body or, if there is no
title, the title supplied by the petitioner filing
the prospective petition. The city elections
officer immediately shall send two copies of
the prospective petition to the city attorney. 

2) When a prospective petition for a city
measure to be initiated is filed with the city
elections officer, the officer immediately shall
send two copies of it to the city attorney. 

3) Not later than the fifth day after re- 
ceiving the copies of the prospective petition, 
the city attorney shall provide a ballot title for
the city measure to be initiated or referred
and return one copy of the prospective petition
and the ballot title to the city elections officer. 
Unless the circuit court certifies a different
title, this ballot title shall be the title printed

on the ballot. 

4) A copy of the ballot title shall be fur- 
nished to the chief petitioner. [ 1979 c. 190 § 1641

250.285 City governing body may

prepare ballot titles for certain measures. 
1) When the city governing body refers a

measure to the people, a ballot title for the

measure may be prepared by the body. The
ballot title shall be filed with the city elec- 
tions officer. 

2) If the title is not prepared under sub- 

section ( 1) of this section, when the measure is

filed with the city elections officer, the officer
shall send two copies to the city attorney. Not
later than the fifth day after receiving the
copies the city attorney shall provide a ballot
title for the measure, and send a copy of it to
the city governing body and the city elections
officer. [ 1979 c 190 § 1651
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INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

250.290 [ Amended by 1965 s s c. 1 § 1; repealed by
1971 c 767 § 11

250.295 [ 1971 c 767 §2; 1979 c 190 §395; renumbered

1881301

250.296 Procedure for person dissat- 

isfied with title of city measure. ( 1) Any
person dissatisfied with a ballot title filed

with the city elections officer by the city attor- 
ney or the city governing body, may petition
the circuit court of the judicial district in

which the city is located seeking a different
title and stating the reasons the title filed
with the court is insufficient or unfair. The
petition must be filed not later than the 20th

day after the title is filed with the city elec- 
tions officer. The court shall review the title

and measure to be initiated or referred, hear

arguments, if any, and certify to the city
elections officer a title for the measure which

meets the requirements of ORS 250.035. 

2) The review by the circuit court shall be
the first and final review, and shall be con- 

ducted expeditiously to insure the orderly and
timely circulation of the petition or conduct of
the election at which the measure is to be
submitted to the voters. [ 1979 c 190 § 1661

250.300 [ Amended by 1979 c 190 § 396, renumbered
1883101

250.305 Referendum filing require- 

ments. A petition to refer a city measure
must be signed by not less than 10 percent of
the electors registered in the city. The petition
must be filed with the city elections officer not
later than the 30th day after adoption of the
city legislation sought to be referred. [1979 c. 190

167) 

250.310 [ Amended by 1955 c 726 §1; 1957 c.608 § 137; 
1959 c 317 § 3, 1961 c 114 § 11; repealed by 1979 c. 190
431) 

250.315 Filing officer; filing require- 
ments. ( 1) An initiative or referendum peti- 

tion relating to a city measure shall be filed
with the city elections officer for signature
verification. 

2) An initiative or referendum petition

relating to a city measure shall not be accept- 
ed for filing if it contains less than 100 per- 
cent of the required number of signatures. 

1979 c 190 § 1681

250.320 [ Repealed by 1957 c 608 § 2311

250.325 Procedure following filing of
initiative petition. If an initiative petition

contains the required number of verified

250.346

signatures, the city elections officer shall file
the initiated measure with the city governing
body at its next meeting. The governing body, 
not later than the 30th day after the measure
is filed with it, shall adopt or reject the mea- 

sure. If the measure is not adopted, it shall be

submitted to city voters on the next available
election date in ORS 221. 230 held not sooner

than the 90th day after the measure was filed
with the city governing body. The governing
body may refer a competing measure to city
voters at the same election at which the initi- 

ated measure is submitted. If the governing
body refers a competing measure to city vot- 
ers, it must prepare the measure not later

than the 30th day after the initiated measure
is filed with it. The mayor shall not have the
power to veto an initiated measure or a com- 

peting measure. [ 1979 c. 190 § 169; 1979 c316 § 14a; 

1981 c 909 §71

250.330 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 138, 1979 c. 190
252; 1979 c 749 §3; renumbered 254 295) 

250.335 Numbering city measures. 

The city elections officer shall number city
measures consecutively, beginning with num- 
ber 51, in the order in which the measures are

filed with the officer to be printed on the
ballot. [1979 c. 190 § 1701

250.340 [ Amended by 1957 c.608 § 139, 1979 c 190
255; renumbered 254.3251

250.345 [ 1967 c. 609 § 1; repealed by 1977 c. 301 § 151

250.346 Retention of petition materi- 

als. The city elections officer shall retain the
signature sheets of a filed initiative or refer- 

endum petition with a copy of the city mea- 
sure. If the measure is approved by the voters, 
a copy of the measure shall be preserved as a
permanent public record, and the signature

sheets shall be preserved for six years. [ 1979

c. 190 § 1711

250.350 [Amended by 1957 c. 608 §140, 1977 c. 508 §7; 
1977 c. 644 §4a; 1979 c 190 §264; renumbered 254 4151

250.360 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.365 [ 1963 c. 595 § 5 ( 247 610 to 247.650, 250 365

and 250.375 enacted in lieu of 247.251); repealed by 1967
c. 64 § 71

250.370 [ Repealed by 1957 c.608 §2311

250.375 [ 1963 c. 595 § 6 ( 247. 610 to 247.650, 250 365
and 250.375 enacted in lieu of 247.251), 1965 c 174 § 10; 

repealed by 1967 c.64 §71

250.380 [ Repealed by 1957 c. 608 §231) 

250.390 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.400 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 141; 1977 c 508 §8; 
1979 c. 190 §265; renumbered 254 4251
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250.346 ELECTIONS

250.410 [ Amended by 1957 c.608 § 142; 1979 c 190
45; renumbered 247.0351

250.420 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 143; repealed by
1979 c. 190 §4311

250.430 [Amended by 1957 c 608 §144; 1977 c. 508 §9, 
1979 c. 190 §253; 1979 c. 519 §20a; renumbered 254.3051

250.440 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 145; 1979 c 190
251, repealed by 1979 c 749 § 51

250.460 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.461 [ 1957 c.608 § 146, 1961 c 162 § 1; repealed by
1979 c. 190 §4311

250.470 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.471 [ 1957 c608 § 147 ( 1), ( 2); 1979 c. 190 § 271; 
renumbered 254.4951

250.480 [ Repealed by 1957 c. 608 §2311

250.490 [ Amended by 1955 c. 113 § l; repealed by
1957 c 608 §2311

250.500 [Repealed by 1957 c. 608 §2311

250.510 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 148; 1973 c. 154 §3, 
1979 c 190 §272; renumbered 254 5051

250.520 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 149; 1961 c 114
12, 1965 c. 174 §8; 1979 c 190 §273, renumbered 254 5151

250.530 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 150; repealed by
1979 c 190 § 4311

250.540 [ Amended by 1955 c 498 § 13, repealed by
1957 c.608 §2311

250.541 [ 1957 c 608 § 147 ( 3), repealed' by 1979 c. 190
431] 

250.545 [ 1963 c. 337 §4; repealed by 1979 c 190 §4311

250.550 [ Repealed by 1957 c. 608 §2311

250.560 [Repealed by 1957 c. 608 §2311

250.630 [ Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.631 [ 1957 c. 608 § 154; 1961 c. 114 § 13, 1965 c 174

9, 1977 c 352 §4; 1979 c 190 §262; renumbered 254.3951

250.640 [ Amended by 1955 c 726 § 2; repealed by
1957 c 608 §2311

250.645 [ 1955 c 726 § 5, 1957 c 608 § 155, 1979 c 190

261, renumbered 254 3851

250.650 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.655 [ 1961 c.63 § 2; 1979 c. 190 § 263, renumbered
2544051

250.660 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.670 [ Repealed by 1957 c. 608 §2311

250.680 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 156, 1979 c. 190
268; renumbered 254 4551

250.690 [Amended by 1955 c 726 §3; 1957 c. 608 § 157, 
1979c.190 §267; renumbered 2544451 • 

250.700 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 158, 1979 c. 190
266, renumbered 254.4351

250.710 [Amended by 1957 c 608 §159; 1977 c. 179 §2; 
repealed by 1979 c. 190 §4311

250.720 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 160, repealed by
1979 c. 190 §4311

250.810 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 161; 1963 c 603 § 1; 
repealed by 1979 c. 190 §431] 

250.820 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 162, repealed by
1979 c. 190 §431]• 

250.830 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 163; 1979 c 519
22; repealed by 1979 c 190 §4311

250.840 [ Amended by 1957 c 608 § 164, 1961 c. 47 § 1, 
1963 c 603 § 2; 1969 c. 81 § 2; 1975 c 675 § 20, 1979 c. 519

23; repealed by c 190 §4311

250.570 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 151; repealed by 250.845 [ 1963 c.603 § 4; 1977 c. 829 § 13, repealed by
1979 c 190 §4311

1979 c 190 §431] 

250.580 [ 1971 c 29 § 9, repealed by 1973 c. 125 § 11 250.850 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

250.582 [ 1971 c 29 § §10, 11, repealed by 1973 c. 125 250.860 [Repealed by 1957 c 608 §2311

11
250.870 [ Amended by 1957 c. 608 § 165, repealed by

250.584 [ 1971 c 29 § 12; repealed by 1973 c. 125 § 11 1979 c 190 §4311

250.586 [ 1971 c 29 §8; repealed by 1975 c 675 §361 250.880 [ Repealed by 1979 c 190 § 4311

250.610 [Amended by 1957 c 608 §152; 1961 c 174 §2, 250.990 [Amended by 1955 c. 726 §6, 1957 c 608 § 166, 
1979 c. 190 §248, 1979 c 519 §21a, renumbered 254 2451 repealed by 1979 c 190 §4311

250.620 [ Amended by 1957 c.608 § 153; repealed by
1979 c 190 §4311
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