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s and trainees, county employee, 660 128
capacity of counties, determination, 287 010
visions building permits to unregistered, 
ited, 701 055
specters, use by Builders Board, 701 225
n of bond given to an blic bod , 743 755
consolidation, 199 705 to 199 755

e corrections programs, grants, 423 500 to

Consultant to be appointed from counties imposing taxes
having multistate impact, 305 665

Contract with county to administer certain sanitary laws
of Health Division, 446 425

Coordination of land use planning activities, 197 190
Cost of burial of unclaimed deceased, 146 121
Costs, payment for psychiatric examination of mmmal

County advancing funds to finance service facility, 
280 055

County aid for handicapped persons and sheltered
workshops, 344 740

County court or board of commissioners shall designate
tax collector, 311 055

County roadwork, accounting, 368 150
Determination of population of counties, 190 520

Dikes and dams, authority over, 551 160
Discrimination against optometrists prolubited, 683 035
Drugs and alcohol, local laws prohibited except traffic

regulation and regulation identical to certain state

laws, 430 325

Duty to provide facilities for Oregon Tax Court, 305 475
Emergency disaster financial assistance, 401600 to

401660

Enemy attack
Succession to office in event of, 236 440
Temporary seat of government in event of, 236 450

Exemption from fire laws and regulations granted by
State Fire Marshal, 476 030

Fie service personnel, traimng programs and operation
procedures, accreditation of, 476 805t, 476 865

Health hazard annexation or district formation, facilities
and services, boundaries, 431 705 to 431 760

Hospital facilities, authorization of public authorities, 

financing of construction, 441 525 to 441 595
Identification cards for persona 60 years or older, 305 350

to 305 365

Industrial facilities, acquisition and disposition, 271 510
to 271 540

Jail inmates, workers' compensation coverage, 656 041

Library, public, authonty to operate, 357 410
Liquor laws, proper entertainment in licensed premises

permitted in absence of local regulation, 471 265
Local income and sales taxes, collection and distnbutron, 

305 620
Local mental health program, 430 610 to 430 670
Moneys collected in traffic offense proceedings, disposi- 

tion of, 484 250
Newsmen as witnesses at governing body proceedings, 

44 510 to 44 540

Noise sources, county regulation, 467 100
Outdoor mesa gatherings, regulation, 433 735 to 433 770
Pedestrian malls, 376 705 to 376 825

Planing district formation, duties, 197 725, 197 765
Police academies, reimbursement of local costs, 181 655
Police officers and firemen employed by county, coverage

under Public Employee Retirement System, 237 610
to 237 640

Police standards and training, board, 181 620
Property held under lease or lease - purchase by insbtu- 

tnon, organization or public body other than state, 
307 112

Property tax officials in charter oounties, 306005, 
311010, 311 020, 311 060

Public wntract review board functions, 279 055
Public facilities, use by handicapped persons, design, 

447 210 to 447 280

Rabies inoculation p county authority, 433 365
Regional wmrectional ties, 169 610 to 169 680
Reimbursing Department of Revenue for cost of services

in oo ty appraisal program, 308 061
Relocation of munimpal facilities, paymant of costs by

Department of Transportation, 366 321

Snowmobiles, regulation authorized, 483 837
Solid waste disposal, master plans and service facilities

by certain counties authorized, 451 010
Swimming facilities, Health Division contracts with

counties for administration of certain laws and
programs relating thereto, 498 100

Tort actions against public bodies, 30 260 to 30 300

Undergro270 assesament district, creation, 758 220 to
Use of comity roads by vehicles of excess size or weight, 

483 520 to 483 528
Wreckers, motor vehicle, regulation, limits on location

and am, 481 353

208.010
Actions and suits by and against county, 30 310, 30 312, 

30 315, 30 320, 30 380, 30 390, 105 755, 105 760
Alwholism planning committees, 430 342
Alwhohsm treatment and rehabilitation programs for

mmontmes 430 362

Amusement rides, effect of county regulation upon state
law, 460 380

Boats and boating, 488 028, 488 860
Assessment in addition to fine or bail forfeiture for

violation of county ordinance, 137 015
Building ordinances, application to public property, 

227 286

Buildings, public and government, requirements for use

by handicappedConstruction, 447 243
Identification of entrances, 447 245
Renovation, 447 235

Coastal zone, comprehensive land use plan preparation, 
191 110 to 191 180

Condemnation of property by counties, 281310 to
281380, 368 275 to 368 290

Conservation and scenic easements, 271 720
Cooperation between public corporations, Ch 190
County cooperation with Department of Transportation, 

366 770

County plumbing standards, 447 080
Development of industrial plants or commmemal enter- 

prises, 184 160, 184 180

Education in homemaking and agricultural education, 
cooperation, 343 910

Fire permits, counties to issue in accordance with sched- 

ule of Environmental Quality Commission, 476 380
Food processing by- ppralucts, permits for transportation of

by ve}uclee with fwd leakage, 483 510
Housing authorities, county cooperation, Ch 456
Housing for low income elderly, county to enter agree- 

ment with developer for construction, 456 470 to
456 495

Juvenile delinquency, control, 418 025, 419 587
Labor conciliation semoes for public employee, 662 435

Property, accqquisition by winty 281 340
Public records, disposition, 192 X140 to 192 160
Recreational fanlmtmes, study, 390 140

Summer camppsale by
program, 418 705 to 418 730

Trmber, county, 526 805
Traffic control on properties under State Board of Higher

Education, 352 360

Trailer, state regulations supersede county mdmmnces, 
446 200

Transportation system, county to protect rights of
employee when assuming operation, Contt Art XI

13
Unemployment insurance, coverage, 657 020, 657 065, 

657 097, 657 505
Umfonn enforcement of regulations on use of velucles on

school grounds, 332
Vanances from miles pertaining to subsurface disposal

granted by county upon agreement with Department
of Environmental Quality, 454 725

Vote recording systems, Ch 258
Work and trairung programs, 411 855 to 411 870
Workers Compensation Board as affects counties, 

656 017

203.050

County initiative amid referendum procedure, 254 310
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203.060
Court of Appeals, jurisdiction, 2 516

203. 110

Appointment of county judges and commissioners on
creation of new county or boundary change, 202 100

Compensation of county judges and commissioners, Ch

County court held by judge, except an transaction of
county busmesa, 5 00

Electron of county mmmursroners, Ch 204
Election of county judges, Const Art VII (0), §11, Const

Expense of county courts in counties with less than
10,000 population, Const Art VII (0), §14

Judicial functions of county court, Ch 5
Jurisdiction of county court, Const Art VII ( 0), §12, 

Const Art VII (A), §2

Order of county court business, 5 100
Watermasters, furnishing office to and paying expenses

of, 540 071

203.120

Boats and boating, Ch 488
Curfew for manors, 419 740, 419 750

Exchanges of forest land or timber by State Board of
Forestry, 530 040, 530 510

Functions of county court with regard to
Audit of accounts of counties, Ch 297
Businesses, certain, regulation, 670 220

City-county consolidation, 199 725
Cavil service for firemen, 242 706

Collection agencies, 697 120

Collection of levy of special road districts, 371 655
Collective bargaining, 243 650 to 243 782

and bonds, Ch 287
aon for public use, Ch 281

Ch 294

Comfy hoapatats, Ch 440
County lands Ch 275
Debt conselidatrng agencies, 697 665
Drainage and flood control, Ch 549

Emergency interim successor, designation when
member of Iegaslatrve Assembly fails to act, 
236 500

Financing of public projects and improvements, Ch
280

Flood control, 549 710

Garbage removal, 451 570
Insurers, precmptron of state of power to regulate, 

tax or license, 731 840
Libraries and museums, Ch 357
Nwaance abatement, 459 120
Protection of forests from fire, Ch 477
Pubhc buildings, Ch 276

Public contracts and purchasing, Ch 279
Pubhc defender (county), 151
Public records, Ch 192
Refund of certain school taxes, 311 815

Retirement of county employes, 

3Chh
2384Roads, bridges andWas, Chs

Sewage or garbage disposal, Ch 451

Surveying or laying out sewage disposal and other
semoe facilities, 451 590
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Vacation, sale, lease or donation of public lands, Ch
271

Water conservation, 549 710

Water control district, governing body, 553 240
Judicial functions of county court, Ch 5
Juvenile delinquency, 418 025, 419 587
Sewage disposal and other services, master plan for

county, 451 120

203.121

Iegal representation by district attorney, 8 690

206. 122

Life insurance provided by public employers for police
officers and firemen, 243 015

203.124

Local Budget Law, 294 305 to 294 520

203 125

Consent of executive head of war veterans organization

Zred before sending veteran to poorhouse, 
408 750

203 130

Development of resources, state cooperation, 184160, 
184 180

203.2M

County courts, appeals, 5 120

203.230

Election of county commissioners by numbered positron, 
204 017

203.240

Local government boundary commission, creation of, by
order of county board, 199 430

203.720

Conduct of elections generally, Ch 250
County home rule authorized, Conat Art VI §10
Distract court, establishment by charter, 46 025
Hoare Rule Counties

Benton
Hood Raver
Lane

Multnomah
Washington

203.780

Procedures with respect to city legislation, 254 130

200.790

Administrative Procedures Act, 183 310 to 183 500
Initiative and referendum voters' pamphlet, 255410 to

255 465

203.810

Cavil proceeding by city or charter county in lieu of
prosecution, 30 315
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GOVERNING BODIES; HOME RULE

GENERAL PROVISIONS

203.010 General powers of county as
body politic and corporate. Each county is
a body politic and corporate for the following
pis

1) To sue and be sued, 

2) To purchase and hold for the use of the

county lands lying within its own limits and
any personal estate; 

3) To make all necessary contracts; and

4) To do all other necessary acts in rela- 
tion to the property and concerns of the coun- 
ty

203.020 County seat of Jackson
County. After July 1, 1927, the county seat of
Jackson County shall be at the city of Medford
in Jackson County

203.030 Definition for ORS 203.030 to
203.065. As used in ORS 203.030 to 203 065, 

governing body" means the representative
body vested with legislative power by statute
or charter. 

1973 c 282 § 11

203.035 Power of county governing
body or voters over matters of county
concern. (1) The governing body or the voters
of a county may by ordinance exercise author- 
ity within the county over matters of county
concern, to the fullest extent allowed by
Constitutions and laws of the United States

and of this state, as fully as if each particular
power comprised in that general authority
were specifically listed in ORS 203 030 to
203.065. 

2) The power granted by this section is in
addition to other grants of power to counties, 

shall not be construed to lunit or qualify any
such grant and shall be liberally construed, to
the end that counties have all powers over

matters of county concern that it is possible
for them to have under the Constitutions and
laws of the United States and of this state
1973 c 282 § 21

203.040 Applicability of ordinances
inside city. Except by consent of the govern- 
ing body or the voters of a city and except in
cities not regularly operating as such through
elected governmental officials, ordinances

adopted under ORS 203.030 to 203.065 in

exercise of the police power shall not apply
inside an incorporated city
11973 c 282 §4, 1977 c 766 §141

203.045 Procedure for adopting ordi- 
nance; exception by charter or certain
statutes. (1) This section does not apply to a
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county that prescribes by charter the manner
of adopting ordinances for the county or to an
ordinance authorized by a statute other than
ORS 203 035

2) The ordaining clause of an ordinance
adopted under ORS 203.035 shall read

a) In case of adoption by the county
governing body only, ' Me (name of the gov- 
erning body) ordains as follows" 

b) In case of adoption or ratification by
the voters of the county, " Me People of (name
of county) ordain as follows " 

3) Except as subsections (4) and (5) of this

section provide to the contrary, every ordi- 
nance of a county governing body shall, before
being put upon its final adoption, be read fully
and distinctly in open meeting of that body on
two days at least 13 days apart

4) Except as subsection ( 5) of this section

provides to the contrary, and except ordi- 
nances imposing, or providing exemptions

from, taxation, an ordinance necessary to
meet an emergency may, upon being read fast
in full and then by title, be adopted at a single
meeting of the governing body by unanimous
vote of all its members present, provided they
constitute a quorum. 

5) Any reading required by subsection (3) 
or (4) of this section may be by title only

a) If no member of the governing body
present at the meeting requests that the
ordinance be read in full; or

b) If, not later than one week before the

first reading of the ordinance, a copy of it is
provided each member, copies of it are avail- 

able at the headquarters of the governing
body, one copy for each person who requests it, 
and notice of the availability is given by

A) Written notice posted at the court- 

house of the county and two other public
places in the county, and

B) Publication at least once in a newspa- 

per of general circulation in the county, 
designated by the county governing body and
published in the county or, if no newspaper is
so published, then in one published elsewhere

6) An ordinance adopted after being read
by title only may have no legal effect if it
differs substantially from its terms as it is
thus filed prior to the reading, unless each
section incorporating such a difference, as
finally amended prior to being adopted by the
governing body, is read fully and distinctly in
open meeting of that body

7) Upon the final vote on an ordinance, 

the ayes and nays of the members of the
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governing body shall be taken and recorded in
the record of proceedings of the body

8) Upon the adoption of an ordinance by
the governing body in accordance with this
section, the chairman and recording secretary
of the body at the session at which the ordi- 
nance is adopted shall sign it with the date of
its adoption and with their names and titles of

office or position. 

9) An ordinance adopted in accordance

with this section, if not an emergency ordi- 
nance, shall take effect on the 90th day after
the date of its adoption, unless it prescribes a

later effective date or is referred to the voters

of the county If an ordinance is referred to
the voters, it shall take effect only upon the
approval of a majority of those voting on the
proposed ordinance An emergency ordinance
may take effect immediately upon the date of
its adoption
1973 c282 §3, 1975c 736 § 11

203.050 Procedure for initiative or

referendum; exception by charter. (1) This
section does not apply to a county that pre- 
scribes by charter or by authority of its char- 
ter the manner of exercising the initiative and
referendum regarding legislation of the
county

2) A number of registered voters residing
in the unincorporated area of a county that is
equal to four percent of the total number of
votes cast in the unincorporated area of the

county for all candidates for Governor at the
election at which a Governor is elected for a

term of four years next preceding the filing of
the referendum petition may, within 90 days
after the date of the adoption by the govern- 
ing body of the county of a nonemergency
ordinance under ORS 203 035, invoke the
referendum against the ordinance in the

manner prescribed by law for the referendum
as to legislation of districts and municipalities
other than cities. 

3) An initiative petition proposing an
ordinance for a county under ORS 203 035
shall be signed by a number of registered
voters residing in the unincorporated area of
the county equal to six percent of the total
number of votes cast in the unincorporated

area of the county for all candidates for Gov- 
ernor at the election at which a Governor is

elected for a term of four years next preceding
the filing of the petition

4) Proceedings commenced by petition
under this section shall conform to the law

governing exercise of the initiative and refer- 
endum in counties, districts and mumcipali- 
ties other than cities, and shall be in addition

to and not in lieu of proceedings that may be
commenced by petition under that law
1973 c 282 §5, 1975 c 736 §2] 

203.055 Referral of revenue related

ordinance. Any ordinance, adopted by a
county governing body under ORS 203.035
and imposing, or providing an exemption
from, taxation shall receive the approval of

the voters of the county before taking effect
1973 c.282 §6, 1975 c 736 § 33

203.060 Judicial review and invalida- 

tion of ordinances. Ordinances adopted
under ORS 203 030 to 203.065 shall be subject

to judicial review and invalidation on account

of unreasonableness, procedural error in

adoption, or conflict with paramount state law

or constitutional provision

1973 c 282 §7] 

203.065 Penalties; remedies; enforce- 

ment; disposition of fines; status of nui- 

sance declared by ordinance. (1) Violation
of an ordinance adopted by a county governing
body under ORS 203 030 to 203 065 shall be
punishable, upon conviction, by a fine of not
more than $ 500 for a noncentinumg offense
and a fine of not more than $ 1, 000 for a

continuing offense. 

2) The violator of a county ordinance may
be prosecuted by the county in the name of the
county, or be made the defendant in a civil
proceeding by the county seeking redress of
the violation

3) Every act or thing done, or anything
existing within the limits of a county, which is
declared by an ordinance of the county adopt- 
ed under ORS 203.030 to 203 065 to be a

nuisance, shall constitute a nuisance and may
be regarded as such in all actions, suits and

proceedings, unless the ordinance is declared

void by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

4) lines recovered under ORS 203.030 to

203.065 shall be paid to the clerk of the court

in which recovery is had After first deducting
court costs in the proceedings, the clerk shall

pay the remainder to the treasurer of the
county for the general fund of the county

5) Any peace officer, as defined by ORS
161. 015, may enforce an ordinance adopted
under ORS 203.035. 

1973 c 282 §8, 1975 c 736 § 4, 1977 c 766 § 151
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COUNTY GOVERNING BODIES

203.110 Transaction of county busi- 
ness. When county business is being transact- 
ed therein, the county court is held by the
county judge and two commissioners, or a
majority of such persons In a county having a
board of county commissioners consisting of
three commissioners, county business shall be
transacted by the board or a majority of the
commissioners

Amended by 1971 c 88 §61

203.120 General powers of county
court pertaining to county business. The
county court has the authority and powers
pertaining to county commissioners to trans- 
act county business, as follows- 

1) To provide for the erection and repair- 

ing of courthouses, jails and other necessary
public buildings for the use of the county

2) To provide offices and furniture, books, 

stationery, fuel and light therefor, for the
sheriff, county clerk and treasurer or other
county officers, and county law library

3) To establish, vacate or alter county
roads or highways within the county, or any
other necessary act relating thereto, in the
manner provided by law and to permit the use
thereof, including the use of the right of way, 
by persons for purposes deemed by the county
court to be in the public interest

4) To provide for the erection and repair - 

mg, within the county, of public bridges upon
any road or highway established by public
authority

5) To license ferries and fix the rates of
ferriage

6) To grant public dance hall licenses to

dance halls in the county and outside the
boundary limits of any incorporated city or
town, and to regulate such dance halls and
dances held therein, and to revoke such licen- 

ses To grant grocery and all other licenses
authorized by law, where the authority so to
do is not expressly given to some other tribu- 
nal

7) To estimate and determine the amount

of revenue to be raised for county purposes, 
and to levy the rate necessary therefor, to- 
gether with the rate required by law for any
other purpose and cause the same to be placed
in the hands of the proper office for collection. 

8) To provide for the maintenance and

employment of the county or transient pau- 
pers, in the manner provided by law

9) To have the general care and manage- 

ment of the county property, funds and busi- 

KR

ness, where the law does not otherwise ex- 

pressly provide

10) To compound for or release, in whole

or in part, any debt or damages ansing out of
contract due the county, and for the sole use
thereof, upon such terms as may be just and
equitable

11) To provide, establish and maintain
fair, athletic and exposition grounds, public

parks and recreational areas, including build- 
ings, stadia, structures and other facilities
therefor and to regulate the use thereof, but

nothing contained in this subsection shall
deny to any incorporated city the right to own, 
operate and acquire property for park pur- 
poses in other counties when permitted by the
charter of the city so to do; the authority to
regulate shall not apply to city-owned and
maintained public parks and recreational

areas

12) To establish, lay out, open, improve
and maintain roads to all cemeteries where no

charge is made for lots or burials therein and

where such cemeteries are dedicated to public
use. 

13) To refund fines that have been ille- 

gally imposed, or fees that have been errone- 
ously charged, and have been paid over to and
retained by the county treasurer

14) To sell materials, to lease equipment

and to perform work with county labor and
equipment for persons, firs or corporations

15) To grant vacations and sick leave

with pay to county employes
16) ( a) To construct, reconstruct, improve, 

extend, better, repair, equip or acquire sewage
disposal systems, 

b) In areas subject to local government

boundary commissions, the county shall not
exercise the authority granted by this subsec- 
tion without the approval of the boundary
commission Any proposal to carry out the
provisions of this subsection shall be reviewed
in accordance with the provisions of ORS
199 410 to 199.512 as if it were a major

boundary change and shall be initiated by
resolution of the county court. The resolution
shall describe the action to be taken according
to paragraph ( a) of this subsection and shall

describe the proposed service area. 
Amended by 1959 c 532 R, 1963 c 31 § l, 1973 c 494 § 1] 

203.121 Appointment of legal counsel

for county governing body; authority of
counsel; compensation. ( 1) As used in this

section, " board" means board of county com- 
missioners, county court or county governing
body of a county, as the case may be. 
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2) Unless otherwise provided by county
charter or legislation enacted pursuant there- 

to, the board of each county may appoint a
person or persons licensed to practice law in
the State of Oregon as counsel to advise the

board and other county officers, to render
services in connection with legal questions of

a civil nature ansing in the discharge of their
functions, to prosecute violations of county
law as defined by ORS 203 810, and to provide
such additional services as the board deter- 
mines Counsel shall serve at the pleasure of
the board, on a full- or part-time basis, and be

compensated in the manner and amounts the
board determines The board shall reimburse
counsel for necessary expenses incurred in
performance of services rendered and may
provide personnel, facilities and office space
necessary for counsel to render such services

3) When a person or persons licensed to
practice law in the State of Oregon have been
appointed pursuant to subsection ( 2) of this

section, he shall have the same civil authority
and responsibilities as are otherwise provided

for the district attorney when acting as advi- 
sor to the board and county officers
1965 c 419 § 2, 1969 c 516 § 11

203.122 Power of county governing
body to contract for insurance and other
benefits covering county officers and em- 
ployes. ( 1) Any county court or board of
county commissioners may enter into con- 
tracts of insurance with companies licensed to

do business in the State of Oregon covering
county officers and employes for medical, 
surgical, hospital and related services and
supplies, life insurance, annuities and other
retirement benefits and monthly indemnity
for loss of time due to accident or sickness

Failure to procure such insurance shall not be
construed as negligence or lack of diligence on

the part of the county court or board of county
commissioners or members thereof

2) The county may agree to pay none, 
part or all of the premiums on contracts of

insurance entered into pursuant to this sec- 
tion

3) As used in this section, the term "medi- 

cal" includes services rendered by a person
licensed to practice one or more of the healing
arts within the scope of the license of the

licentiate, or any other remedial care recog- 
nized under the law of this state
1959 c 139 0, 1965 c 432 § 11

203.123 Power of county governing
body to pay rewards for enforcement of
littering laws. The county court or board of
county commissioners of each county shall

provide for, offer and pay rewards to persons, 
other than peace officers, for the arrest and

conviction, or information leading to the
arrest and conviction, of any person who has
violated ORS 164 805 or subsection ( 1) or (2) 

of ORS 164 775 Such a reward shall not
exceed $ 250. A claim for reward shall be
audited and paid as are other claims against

the county
1969 c 511 § 3, 1971 c 743 §3451

203.124 Power of county governing
body to contribute to support of county
employes injured in performance of duty. 

1) As used in this section. 

a) " County employe" means any duly
appointed, qualified and acting deputy, assist- 
ant or clerk appointed by any of the elective
officials of a county and whose salary or
wages are paid from county funds

b) " Accidental injuries" means injuries
sustained as the direct result of accident not

caused by his own negligence, by a county
employe while engaged in the performance of
his official duties

c) " Permanent total disability" means
disability resulting from accidental injuries
sustained by a county employe rendering such
employe permanently mcapable of earning a
livelihood in any occupation

2) Whenever a county employe sustains
permanent total disability as a result of
accidental injuries received by him in the
performance of his official duties the county
court or board of county commissioners of the
county by which he was employed may in
their discretion authorize the payment to such
employe out of county funds such sums as
they may deem necessary for his reasonable
support and maintenance, provided, however, 
that the sums paid to such injured employe

out of county funds together with such sums, 
if any, as such injured employe may receive

from workmen's compensation, county or state
pensions, federal old age and security insur- 
ance or other federal pension, public welfare

or any other si mlar source, shall not exceed

two- thirds of the regular salary or wage being
paid to such employe at the time of his injury

3) The county court or board of county
commissioners may each year include in its
annual budget an item covering the sums to
be contributed by the county to the support
and maintenance of such permanently dis- 
abled employes, if revenues are available for

that purpose. 
1959 c 649 01, 2, 31



GOVERNING BODIES; HOME RULE

203. 125 Power of county court as to
workhouses and paupers. The county court
of any county may, if it thinks proper, cause
to be built or provided in its county, work- 
houses for the accommodation and employ- 
ment of such paupers as may from time to
time become county charges The workhouse
and paupers shall be under such rules and

regulations as the county court deems proper
and lust

203. 127 Prohibition of nuisance by
county governing body. ( 1) A board of
county commissioners of any county may by
ordinance prohibit the establishment or

maintenance of any nuisance ORS 198 510 to
198 600 applies to the adoption of such ordi- 
nances Where the provisions of ORS 198 510
to 198 600 refer to district officials, the corre- 

sponding officials of the county shall perform
such functions, unless otherwise provided by
order of the board of county commissioners

2) Where it appears to the board of coun- 

ty commissioners that a nuisance exists, the
board may order a notice be issued and served
upon the owner and the occupant of the prop- 
erty where the nuisance is alleged to be main- 
tained, requiring the owner and occupant to
appear before the board at a time and place

named in the notice, to show cause why a
nuisance should not be declared to exist. The

time for appearance shall be not less than 10
days after the service of the notice. The notice

shall be served in the manner provided by law
for the service of summons. 

3) At the time and place fixed in the

notice provided for by subsection ( 2) of this
section, the board of county commissioners
shall hold a hearing on the question of the
existence of the nuisance and shall have

power to subpena witnesses and to compel

their attendance If, after the hearing, the
board of county commissioners finds that a
nuisance exists, it shall declare the existence

of a nuisance by order entered in its journal
and shall order the nuisance abated If the

owner or occupant of the property falls to
abate the nuisance within 30 days after the

entry of the order, the board of county com- 
missioners may cause the nuisance to be
abated and charge the costs thereof to the

owner of the property. 

4) As used in this section, " board of

county commissioners" includes county court. 

5) The remedies herein provided are in

addition to and not in substitution for any
other remedies provided by law
1973 c 487 § §l, 2, 3, 4, 1975 c 239 §41
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203.130 Conservation, development

and advertisement of county resources. 

The county court of each county may appropn- 
ate out of the general fund of the county, not
otherwise appropriated, such reasonable

amount of money, not exceeding $ 20,000
annually in counties of more than 250,000
population, and not exceeding $ 10,000 in all
other counties, as to the court may seem wise
and expedient for the following purposes

1) To employ such employes and expert
consultants as are deemed necessary to make
investigations and surveys concerning the
resources of the county and to assemble and
analyze the data thus obtained for the conser- 

vation of such resources and the systematic
utilization thereof

2) To make exhibits at county, state, 
district and other faun and expositions

3) To advertise and make known by
whatever means deemed advisable the various

agricultural, horticultural, mining, manufac- 
turing, transportation, commercial, recrea- 
tional and other resources of the county

4) To cooperate with other counties, the
state and other public and semipublic agencies

and organizations of the municipalities, state, 

other states and the United States in such

conservation, development, advertising and
exhibits

Amended by 1955 c 273 § 11

203.140 Special tax to advertise and

promote county resources. Any county is
authorized to levy a special tax for advertis- 
ing, printing and distribution of literature in
such manner and forms as may be determined
upon, for the purpose of making known the
various agricultural, horticultural, mining, 
manufacturing, commercial and other re- 

sources, or for the purpose of promoting
manufacturing and other enterprises benefi- 
cial in the development of the county The
special tax for such purposes shall not exceed
three one - hundred - sixtieths of one percent

0001875) of the true cash value of all taxable

property within the county, computed in
accordance with ORS 308.207
Amended by 1963 c 9 §31

203.150 Election to determine upon

special tax levy. ( 1) Upon a petition, signed
by 20 percent of the legal voters at the last
preceding electron who are taxpayers of the
county, being filed with the clerk of the coun- 
ty not later than 45 days prior to the election
at which the proposition of levying such a tax
is to be voted upon, the clerk shall cause the
proposition to be printed on the ballot and it



326 COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS

shall thereby be subrmtted to the voters of the
county, who shall vote "yes" or "no" thereon

2) If the proposition receives a majority of
all the votes cast for and against it at the
election, it shall be considered carried, and the

county court shall levy the tax accordingly, 
but if it does not receive such a majority, it
shall be considered defeated

203.160 Application of funds. The
funds thus raised shall be distributed for the

purposes for which they were raised by the
county in the manner in which other funds of
the county for county purposes are distribut- 
ed

203. 170 Terms of county courts for
county business. There shall be a term of
the county court for the transaction of county
business held in the several counties having
county courts on the first Wednesday in each
month, convening at 10 am, and at such
other times as the court in term or the county
judge in vacation may appoint, in like manner
and with like effect as the circuit court or

judge thereof is authorized by ORS 4 410
Amended by 1953 c477 §7, 1957 c49 §11

203.180 fRepealed by 1953 c 306 § 181

203.190 Continuance of county busi. 
ness when court divided. When in the

transaction of county business only two of the
persons authorized to hold the court are

present, and there is a disagreement between

them, upon any question or matter before
them, the same shall be continued until the
next term, or until the third person authorized

to sit is present

203.200 Review of county business
decisions of the county court. The decisions
of the county court made in the transaction of
county business shall be reviewed only upon
the writ of review provided by the civil proce- 
dure statutes

P-rey-y"MTt 11 hYM

203.210 [ Amended by 1953 006 §17, repealed by
1971 c 88 §81

203219 [ 1953 c 477 § l, repealed by 1971 c 88 §81

203220 [1953 x477 §3, repealed by 1971 c 88 §81

203.223 [ 1959 c 174 §l, repealed by 1971 c 88 § 81

203.224 Board of County Commis- 
sioners of Clackamas County. ( 1) The
county commissioners of Clackamas County
shall be known as the Board of County Com- 

missioners of Clackamas County Such board
shall have the powers and duties and be

otherwise subject to the laws applicable to

county courts sitting for the transaction of
county business. 

2) The board shall meet for the transac- 

tion of county business on the fast Wednesday
in each month at 10 am, and at such other

times at the call of the chairman

3) The board shall appoint a chairman

from among their number and may remove
him at pleasure, but if two members of the
board cannot agree on a chairman, the mem- 
ber of the board who is oldest in length of

service shall be chairman
1959 c 174 §41

203226 [ 1963 c 386 § l, repealed by 1971 c 88 §81

203.225 Board of County Commis- 
sioners of Douglas County. (1) The county
commissioners of Douglas County shall be
known as the Board of County Commissioners
of Douglas County Such board shall have the
powers and duties and be otherwise subject to

the laws applicable to county courts sitting for
the transaction of county business

2) The board shall meet for the transac- 

tion of county business on the first Wednesday
in each month at 10 a in, and at such other

times at the call of the chairman

3) The board shall appoint a chairman

from among their number and may remove
him at pleasure, but if two members of the
board cannot agree on a chairman, the mem- 
ber of the board who is oldest In length of

service shall be chairman
1963 c 386 §31

203.230 Abolishing office of county
judge and establishing board of county
commissioners in noncharter county; re- 
ferral of order, operative date. ( 1) The

county court of any county which has not
adopted a county charter pursuant to ORS
203 710 to 203 790, and in which the county
judge has no judicial function, may order the
office of county judge abolished and create in

lieu thereof a thud county commissioner The
order shall transfer all powers and duties of

the county court and county judge to the board
of county commissioners and, unless referred
to the people, shall be effective on the date
specified therein The order made under this

subsection may be referred to the people of the
county for their approval or rejection and, if
approved, shall become operative on the date
specified in the order referred The people of

the county shall vote on such order at a regu- 
lar primary or general election
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2) If, in a year in which a county judge is
to be elected in the county, the order made
under subsection ( 1) of this section is to be- 
come operative- 

a) On or subsequent to the date of the

regular primary election but prior to the
regular general election, then those persons

nominated at the primary election for the
office of county judge shall be candidates for
the office of county commissioner created in
the order. 

b) On or subsequent to the date of the
regular general election, then the person

elected to the office of county judge shall, 
upon the expiration of the term of office of the

county judge holding office at the time the
order was approved, take office as the county
commissioner created in the order if the order
has become operative. 

3) When the order issued under subsec- 

tion ( 1) of this section becomes operative, the

county judge shall, until the expiration of his
term of office, serve as the thud county com- 
missioner At the general election next preced- 

ing the expiration of his term of office there
shall be elected, in addition to the two county
commissioners provided by law for each
county, one county commissioner who shall
possess the same qualifications, receive the

same compensation, have the same powers

and duties, and be subject to the same provi- 

sions of law as the other county commission- 
ers

4) The person serving as county judge on
the date the office is abolished shall serve as

chairman of the board of county commission- 
ers until the expiration of his term of office

and shall have the same powers and duties
and be subject to the same provisions of law as

the other county commissioners
1961 c 571 § 11

203.240 Organization, powers and

duties of board. ( 1) A board of county com- 
missioners shall- 

a) Have the powers and duties and be
otherwise subject to the laws applicable to

county courts sitting for the transaction of
county business. 

b) Meet for the transaction of county
business on the first Wednesday in each
month at 10 a.m., and at such other times as

may be called by the chairman or two mem- 
bers of the board Unless notice is waived by
all members of the board, no meeting of the
board shall be held unless notice of the time

and place of the meeting is given at least 12
hours in advance of the meeting
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c) Except as otherwise provided in subsec- 

tion (4) of ORS 203.230, appoint a chairman

from among their number who shall serve
until the fast Monday in January next follow- 
ing his appointment. If two members of the
board cannot agree on the appointment of a
chairman, the member of the board who is
oldest in length of service shall act as chair- 
man

2) When a county has established a board
of county commissioners any reference in the
statutes to the county court of that county
shall be considered a reference to the board of

county commissioners of the county. 
1961 c 571 § 2, 1971 c 88 §71

203.310 [ Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.320 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.330 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 §111

203.340 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 §11] 

203.3511 [ Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.360 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

200.370 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 11] 

203.380 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 §111

203.390 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.400 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.410 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.420 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203 430 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.440 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.450 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.460 [ Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.470 [ Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.490 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.490 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.500 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.510 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.520 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

2031M [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111

203.540 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 §111

203.550 [Repealed by 1959 c 527 § 111
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203.710 Performance of functions by
officers designated by county law; defud
tion. (1) The designation of county officers to
perform functions under ORS 203 710 to
203 790 extends to those officers who, under a

county charter or legislation enacted pursuant
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thereto, may be designated to perform the those persons entitled to participate in the
same functions appointment of a member of the committee

2) References to the county court in ORS
203 710 to 203 790 include the board of county

3) As used in ORS 203.710 to 203.790, 

unless the context requires otherwise, " legally
called election" means any primary or general

election held throughout the county
1959 c 527 § l, 1961 c 339 § 11

203.720 Voters of county may adopt, 
amend, revise or repeal county charter, 
certain provisions, deemed matters of

county concern, to prevail over state law. 
The legal voters of any county, by majority
vote of such voters voting thereon at any
legally called election, may adopt, amend, 
revise or repeal a county charter The charter, 
or legislation passed by the county pursuant
thereto, shall provide a method whereby the
legal voters of the county, by majority vote of
such voters voting thereon at any legally
called election, may amend, revise or repeal
the charter The county charter and legisla- 
tive provisions relating to the amendment, 
revision or repeal of the charter are deemed to

be matters of county concern and shall prevail
over any conflicting provisions of ORS
203.710 to 203 790 and other state statutes

unless otherwise specifically provided by
conflicting state statutes first effective after
January 1, 1961
1959 c 527 § 21

203.730 Charter committee appointed
after filing of resolution or petition; suffi- 
ciency of petition; notice to persons en- 
titled to make appointments to committee. 

1) A county charter may be proposed by a
committee appointed after the filing with the
county clerk of

a) A resolution requesting appointment of
the committee, adopted by a majority of the
county court, or

b) A petition requesting appointment of
the committee, signed by such number of legal
voters of the county as is equal to at least five
percent of the whole number of votes cast

within the county for that position of judge of
the Supreme Court for which the greatest

number of votes was cast within the county at
the last preceding electron for judge of the
Supreme Court The petition shall be substan- 

tially in such form as the county clerk may
prescribe

2) The county clerk, within five days
after the filing of the resolution of the county
court, shall give written notice thereof to

3) Upon the filing with the county clerk
of a petition requesting the appointment of a
committee, the county clerk shall, within 15
days after the filing of the petition, verify the
signatures in the manner provided in ORS

254 042 and certify to the county court lus
findings as to the sufficiency of such petition
If the petition is found to be sufficient, the

county clerk immediately shall give written
notice thereof to those persons entitled to
participate In the appointment of a member of

the committee
1959 c 527 §§3, 4, 1973 c 255 § 11

203.740 Charter committee and mem- 
bers; appointment, qualifications, vacan- 
cies, terms, organization, meetings. ( 1) 

Within 60 days after the county clerk finds
that a petition for the appointment of a com- 
mittee is sufficient, or within 60 days after

the county court has filed with the county
clerk its resolution requesting that a commit- 
tee be appointed, a committee shall be ap- 
pointed as provided in this section Only one
committee is to be in existence at any given
period of time

2) ( a) In all counties in which representa- 

tive subdistncts do not exist, (i) a majority of
the county court is entitled to appoint four
members of the committee, ( n) a majority of
the State Senators and State Representatives

then representing the county is entitled to
appoint four additional members, and ( iii) a

majority, consisting of at least five, of those
persons appointed under ( i) and ( n) of this

paragraph is entitled to appoint one additional

member

b) In all counties in which representative

subdistncts exist, ( i) a majority of the county
court is entitled to appoint four members of

the committee; ( n) a majority of the State
Representatives then representing each
representative subdistrict is entitled to ap- 
point an additional member; and (iii) a majon- 

ty of the State Senators then representing the
county is entitled to appoint two additional
members

c) If, within 45 days after the terns of
committee members begin to run as provided

in subsection ( 4) of this section, an appointing
authority has not made the appointment or
appointments it is entitled to make, the coun- 

ty clerk shall call a meeting of those persons
constituting the appointing authority by
giving written notice to each of them, specify- 
ing the purpose of the meeting and the time
and place thereof The time of the meeting
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shall be set within 15 days of the expiration of

the 45-day period

3) All members of the committee must be

legal voters of the county, and no member
shall be engaged, directly or indirectly, in any
business with the county which is inconsistent
with the conscientious performance of his
duties as a member of the committee An

initial appointment, or an appointment to fill

a vacancy, is made by delivering to the county
clerk written notice of the name and address

of the person appointed, signed by the person
duly authorized to act for the appointing
authority No member of an appointive
authority may serve as a member of such

committee If an appointing authority fails to
make such an initial appointment within 60
days after the terms of committee members
begin to run as provided in subsection ( 4) of

this section, the county court shall make the
appointment within 10 days after the expira- 

tion of the 60-day period
4) The terms of committee members run

either from the date the county court receives
the certification from the county clerk that
the petition requesting the appointment of the
committee is sufficient or from the date the
county court files its resolution requesting
appointment of the committee, as the case

may be The terms expire on the day of the
electron at which the committee's proposed

charter is voted upon or within two years from
the date the terms began, whichever is the

sooner, unless, in the case where a proposed

charter is not submitted at an electron held

within such two-year period, the county court
by resolution filed with the county clerk
before the expiration of the terms extends

them until the day of the electron on the
proposed charter or for another two years, 

whichever is the sooner Any vacancy occur- 
ring on the committee, in a position for which
an initial appointment has been made, shall

be filled by appointment for the unexpired
term by the appointing authority which was
entitled to make the initial appointment of

the member whose position is vacant or, if

such appointing authority fails to make the
appointment within 10 days after the vacancy
occurs, by the county court

5) Not later than 80 days after the terms

of committee members begin to run as provid- 
ed in subsection ( 4) of this section, the mem- 

bers of the committee shall meet and organize. 

A majority of the committee constitutes a
quorum for the transaction of business The

committee may adopt such rules as it deems
necessary for its operation However, the
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committee may not prolubit the public from
attending any of its meetings
1959 c 527 §51

203.750 County funds for charter
committee; committee staff, county offi- 

cials to cooperate. (1) Notwithstanding ORS
294 305 to 294.520, if the county court is
notified of the sufficiency of a petition re- 
questing the appointment of a committee, or if
it files its resolution requesting the appoint- 
ment of a committee, the county, acting
through the county court, shall cause to be
made available from funds of the county an
amount equal at least to one cent per regis- 

tered elector of the county or $500, whichever
amount is greater, for the purpose of paying
the expenses of the committee in the prepara- 
tion of the charter Members of the committee

shall serve without pay The committee, 
within the limit of funds available to it, may
employ such persons, or contract for their
services, as it may deem necessary to aid it in
the performance of its functions Persons

employed by the committee are exempt from
civil service The county, acting through the
county court, shall cause to be furnished free
of charge to the committee adequate office

space and, notwithstanding ORS 294 305 to
294 520, may cause money, in addition to the
required minimum amount, to be appropriated

for the committee The committee shall sub- 

mit to the county court a budget covering
estimates of its expenditures. With respect to
expenditures in excess of the minimum

amount of money required to be made avail- 
able, the budget as approved or revised and

approved by the county court shall represent
the authorized limits of the committee's

expenditures Any balance remaining unex- 
pended shall be transferred to the general

fund of the county unless other provisions
were made at the time of the appropriation to

the committee The county treasurer is au- 
thorized to disburse funds of the committee on
its order

2) The committee may conduct interviews
and make investigations which to it seem

necessary in order to draft a charter; and, to
the fullest extent practicable, county officials
and employes shall cooperate with the com- 

rrittee and provide it with information, advice
and assistance

1959 c 527 §61

203.760 Submission of proposed char- 

ter, after public hearing, to voters; ap- 
proval of conflicting charters. ( 1) The

committee shall submit its proposed charter to
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the county clerk not less than 90 days prior to
the election at which the proposed charter is
to be voted upon Before the proposed charter

is submitted to the county clerk, the commit- 
tee shall conduct at least one public hearing
thereon After the proposed charter is so

submitted to the county clerk, those persons
required by ORS 203 780 to act in the exercise
of the referendum powers relative to the

adoption of a county charter shall act in the
same manner with respect to the charter

proposed by the committee unless such action
is not required in cases where they or others
are acting under ORS 203 790 The charter
proposed by the committee shall take effect on
the day fixed therein if approved by majority
vote of the legal voters of the county voting
thereon. 

2) If two or more conflicting county
charters are approved at the same electron, 

the one receiving the greatest number of
affirmative votes shall be adopted
1959 c 527 §71

203.770 Copies of charters and
amendments, revisions and repeals there- 

of, location and judicial notice of. ( 1) 

Duplicate certificates shall be made, setting
forth the county charter adopted and a state- 
ment of its ratification, signed by the officers
or members of the body canvassing electron
returns One of such certified copies shall be

deposited in the office of the Secretary of
State, the other shall be kept as a permanent
record of the county All courts shall take
judicial notice of either copy

2) This section shall also apply to any
amendment, revision or repeal of the county
charter. 

1959 c 527 § 81

203.780 Initiative and referendum

powers with respect to county charter and
legislation. ( 1) This section, pursuant to

section 10, Article VI, Oregon Constitution, 

describes the manner by which the initiative
and referendum powers reserved to the legal

voters of every county relative to the adoption, 
amendment, revision or repeal of a county
charter and to legislation passed by counties
which have adopted such a charter may be
exercised For the purposes of this section
county legislation" means the adoption, 

amendment, revision or repeal of a county

charter and legislation passed by counties
which have adopted such a charter. 

2) In all counties which do not provide by
county legislation for the manner of exercis- 
ing the initiative and referendum powers
reserved by the Oregon Constitution to the

people, as to their county legislation, the
duties required of the Secretary of State by
ORS 254 030, 254.042, 254 060 to 254100, 
254 110 to 254.170 and 255 410 to 255 430
and 255 440, as to state legislation, shall be

performed as to such county legislation by the
county clerk, or the county official whose
functions and duties include the conduct of
electrons The duties required of the Governor

shall be performed by the county judge or
chairman of the board of county commission- 
ers as to such county legislation The duties
required by ORS 254 030, 254 042, 254.060, 
254 070, 254 090 to 254170 and 255.410, 

255.430 and 255 440 of the Attorney General
shall be performed by the district attorney as
to such county legislation. ORS 254 030, 
254 042, 254.060 to 254 100, 254.110 to
254 170 and 255 410 to 255 430 and 255 440

shall apply in every county in all matters
concerning the operation of the initiative and
referendum in its county legislation, on which
the county has not made or does not make
conflicting provisions

3) The printing and binding of measures
and arguments in county legislation shall be
paid for by the county in like manner as
payment is provided for by the state as to
state legislation by ORS 255 410, 255 430 and
255 440 The printing shall be done in the
same manner that other county printing is
done Not less than 15 days before the election
at which the measures are to be voted upon, 

the county clerk shall cause copies of the
voters' pamphlets containing such measures

to be distributed in such a manner that a copy
is available to each registered elector in the

county

4) Arguments supporting or opposing
county legislation shall be filed with the
county clerk in conformance with the require- 
ments of ORS 255 415

5) It is intended to make the procedure in

the county legislation, as nearly as practica- 
ble, the same as the initiative and referendum

procedure for measures relating to the people
of the state at large; and, to this end, for the

purpose of computing the required number of
signatures on petitions to initiate or refer

county legislation, the provisions of section 1, 
Article IV, Oregon Constitution, as to percent- 
ages of the legal voters of the state, shall be
the percentages as to the legal voters of a
county, with the county charter being consid- 
ered the same as the state Constitution

1959 c 527 § 9, 1963 c 290 $ 1, 1975 c 766 §2b] 
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203.790 Publication of proposed

charters in voters' pamphlets (1) Subject to

and In accordance with any applicable election

law, the Secretary of State may provide for, 
and may promulgate such rules and regula- 

tions as he considers necessary to provide for
the publication, and payment therefor, of

proposed county charters, including argu- 
ments for and against, in the voters' pam- 

phlets distributed to the county as provided by
ORS 255 061 or 255 241. 

2) Publication, under this section, of a

proposed county charter and any arguments is
an alternative to the publication thereof

required by ORS 203 760 or 203 780
11959 c 527 § 101

203.810 Offenses under county law-, 
jurisdiction; prosecutions. ( 1) As used in
this section

a) " County law" means a county charter
adopted pursuant to ORS 203 710 to 203 790

and legislation passed by a charter county or
any ordinance enacted by a general law coun- 
ty
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b) " County offense" means any crime or
offense defined or made punishable by county
law

2) Except as may be provided otherwise
by county law- 

a) The justice courts, district court, if

any, and circuit court for a county have juns- 
diction of county offenses to the same extent
as such courts have jurisdiction of crimes or

offenses defined or made punishable by state
law, as determined by the maximum punish- 
ment which may be Imposed therefor

b) The district attorney shall prosecute
county offenses unless he elects, subject to the
approval of the county governing body, to
have the prosecution of such offenses conduct- 

ed by a county counsel appointed pursuant to
ORS 203.121

c) The practice and procedure as to the

prosecution, trial and punishment of county
offenses shall be the same as in the case of
similar crimes or offenses defined or made

punishable by state law
1961 c 724 §33, 1963 c611 §l, 1977 c622 511
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