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OREGON BEEF COUNCIL

577.010[Repealed by 1959 c 12 s. 1] 

577.020[Repealed by 1959 c 12 s 11

577.030[Repealed by 1959 c 12 s 1] 

577.110 Definitions. As used in this
chapter, unless the context requires other- 
wise: 

1) " Beef" includes veal. 
2) " Council" means the Oregon Beef

Council. 
3) " Department" means the State

Department of Agriculture. 
4) " Fiscal year" means the fiscal year

commencing on July 1 and ending on June
30. 

5) " Producer" means any person who
raises, breeds or grows cattle or calves for
beef or dairy production. 
1959 c 685 s 21

577. 120 Legislative findings and dec- 
laration of policy. (1) It is hereby declared, 
as a matter of legislative determination, that
this chapter is enacted in the exercise of the
power of this state for the purposes of pro- 

tecting and furthering the public health and
welfare. It is further declared that the cattle
industry of this state is affected with a pub- 
lic interest in that, among other things: 

a) The production, processing, manufac- 
ture and distribution of beef and beef pro- 
ducts constitute a paramount industry of this
state which not only provides substantial
and required revenues for the state and its
political subdivisions, and employment and a

means of livelihood for many thousands of
its population, but also furnishes essential
foods that are vital to the public health and
welfare. 

b) The stabilization, maintenance and

expansion of the cattle industry of Oregon, 
and of the state, nation -wide and foreign
markets for its products, are necessary to
assure the consuming public an adequate
supply of foods which are indispensable in a
proper human diet, to protect, for the state
and its political subdivisions, a necessary
source of tax revenue, to provide and main- 

tain an adequate standard of living for a
great segment of the population of this state, 
to maintain proper wage scales for those
engaged in the cattle industry and to main- 
tain existing employment. 

c) The essentiality of beef and beef
products in a proper human nutrition and to
the maintenance of a high level of public
health is such as to require that the public
be made thoroughly aware thereof, and be
protected against misrepresentation and

577.210

deception, by the dissemination of accurate
and scientific information relative to the
healthful qualities of beef and beef products, 
their various classifications and the food
values and industrial and medicinal uses
thereof, the methods, care and precautions

necessary to their proper production, process- 
ing, manufacture and distribution, and the
necessary costs and expenses thereof, and
the necessity and desirability on the part of
the public of using and consuming beef and
beef products of the highest standards of

quality. 
2) The purposes of this chapter are: 

a) To enable the cattle industry, with
the aid of the state, to develop, maintain and
expand the state, nation -wide and foreign
markets for beef and beef products produced, 
processed or manufactured in this state, and
the use and consumption of such beef and
beef products therein. 

b) In aid, but not in limitation, of the
purpose in paragraph ( a) of this subsection, 
to authorize and enable the council to

formulate and effectuate, directly or in
cooperation with other agencies and instru- 
mentalities specified in this chapter, sales
stimulation and consumer or other educa- 

tional programs designed to increase the use
and consumption of beef and beef products. 

c) To provide funds for the administra- 
tion and enforcement of this chapter by
voluntary contributions to be collected in the
manner prescribed in this chapter. 
1959 c 685 s 11

577.210 Oregon Beef Council creat- 
ed; members. ( 1) There hereby is created
the Oregon Beef Council. 

2) The council shall be composed of: 

a) Two dairy producers. For the purpose
of this paragraph, " dairy producer" means a
person engaged in the production on a dairy
farm of fluid milk. 

b) Three beef producers. For the purpose
of this paragraph, " beef producer" means a
person who raises, breeds or grows cattle or
calves for beef production. 

c) One person actively engaged in the
business of feeding cattle and usually

operating a feed lot. 
d) One handler. For the purpose of this

paragraph, " handler" means a person active- 

ly engaged in processing, slaughtering, 

handling or marketing of cattle. 
3) The Governor shall appoint the

members of the council. In making such
appointments, the Governor shall take into
consideration nominations and recommenda- 

tions made to him by organizations who
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577.220 AGRICULTURAL MARKETING AND WAREHOUSING

represent or who are engaged in the same
type of production or business as the person
so nominated or recommended for appoint- 
ment as a member of the council. Each
member shall continue in office until his
successor is appointed and qualified. 

4) The Director of Agriculture and the
Dean of the School of Agriculture of Oregon

State University, or their respective official
representative, shall be ex officio members
of the council, without the right to vote. 
1959 c 685 s 31

577.220 Qualifications of members. 

Each member of the council shall have the
following qualifications which shall continue
during his term of office. 

1) Each shall be a citizen of the United
States. 

2) Each shall be a bona fide resident of
the state. 

3) Each shall have demonstrated
through membership in a producer' s organi- 
zation or an organization representing this
type of production or business, or public

service or otherwise, an active interest in the

development of the beef industry in Oregon
4) Each shall have been actively en- 

gaged in the type of production or business
which he will represent on the council, for a
period of at least five years, and shall derive
a substantial proportion of his income from
that type of production or business. 
1959 c 685 s 4] 

577.230 Terms of members. ( 1) The
Governor shall appoint members on the
council as follows: 

a) Two members for a term ending July
1, 1960. 

b) Two members for a term ending July
1, 1961. 

c) Three members for a term ending
July 1, 1962. 

2) Members shall be appointed, as far as
practicable and possible, from the various
geographical areas of the state. 

3) Upon the expiration of the term of a
member of the council, his successor shall be
appointed for a term of three years, except
in case of a vacancy, when the appointee
shall serve the unexpired part of the term of
the member he replaced. 
1959 c 685 s 51

577.240 Declaring office of member
vacant. The Governor shall immediately
declare the office of any member of the
council vacant whenever the Governor finds
that: 

1092

1) The member no longer is actively
engaged in the type of beef or dairy produc- 
tion or business he was engaged in at the
time of his appointment; 

2) The member has become a resident of
another state; or

3) The member is unable to perform the
duties of his office. 
1959 c 685 s 61

577.250 Removal of member. ( 1) The

Governor may remove any member of the
council for inefficiency, neglect of duty or
misconduct in office, after a public hearing
thereon and after serving upon the member
a copy of the charges against him, together
with a notice of the time and place of the

hearing, at least 10 days prior to such hear- 
ing. At the hearing, the member shall be
given an opportunity to be heard in person
or by counsel and shall be permitted to pres- 
ent evidence to answer the charges and ex- 
plain the facts alleged against him. 

2) In every case of removal, the Gover- 
nor shall file in the office of the Secretary of
State a complete statement of all charges
against the member, and his findings there- 
on, together with a record of the entire
proceedings had in connection therewith. 
1959 c 685 s 71

577.260 Expenses of members. 

Members, officers and employes of the coun- 

cil may receive their actual and necessary
travel and other expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties. The
council shall adopt uniform and reasonable

regulations governing the incurring and
paying of such expenses. 
1959 c 685 s 81

577.270 Meeting place. The council

shall establish a meeting place anywhere
within this state, but the selection of the

location shall be guided by consideration for
the convenience of the majority of those
most likely to have business with the council
or be affected by its acts. 
1959 c 685 s 91

577.280 Meetings. The council shall

meet as soon as practicable for the purpose
of organizing. It shall elect a chairman and
a secretary- treasurer from among its mem- 
bers. It shall adopt a general statement of
policy for guidance, and shall transact such
other business as is necessary to start the
work of the council. Thereafter, the council
shall meet regularly once each six months, 
and at such other times as called by the
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chairman. The chairman may call special
meetings at any time, and shall call a spe- 
cial meeting when requested by two or more
members of the council. 
1959 c 685 s 101

577.290 Duties and powers of coun- 

cil. The council may: 
1) Conduct scientific research to discover

and develop the commercial value of beef
and products thereof. 

2) Disseminate reliable information

founded upon the research undertaken under
this chapter, showing the value of beef and
its products for any purpose for which they
may be found useful and profitable. 

3) Study legislation, state and federal, 
with respect to tariffs, duties, reciprocal

trade agreements, import quotas and other

matters concerning the effect on the beef
industry, and represent and protect the

interests of the beef industry with respect to
any legislation or proposed legislation or
executive action which may affect that

industry. 
4) Sue and be sued as a council, without

individual liability for acts of the council
within the scope of the powers conferred

upon it by this chapter. 
5) Enter into contracts which it deems

appropriate to the carrying out of the pur- 
poses of the council as authorized by this
chapter. 

6) Borrow money, not in excess of its
estimate of its revenue from the current
year' s contributions, so that the beef respon- 
sible for the accumulation of funds may
receive the benefits of the efforts for which
the funds are used. 

7) Make grants to research agencies for
financing special or emergency studies or for
the purchase or acquisition of facilities

necessary to carry out the purposes of the
council as authorized by this chapter. 

8) Appoint subordinate officers and

employes of the council and prescribe their
duties and fix their compensation. 

9) Cooperate with any local, state or

nation -wide organization or agencies, wheth- 

er created by law or voluntary, engaged in
work or activities similar to that of the
council; and enter into contracts with such
organizations or agencies for carrying on
joint programs. 

10) Act jointly and in cooperation with
the Federal Government or any agency
thereof in the administration of any program
of the government or a governmental agency
deemed by the council to be beneficial to the
beef industry of this state, and expend funds

in connection therewith, provided that such
program is compatible with the powers

conferred by this chapter. 
11) Adopt, rescind, modify or amend all

proper regulations, orders and resolutions for
the exercise of its powers and duties. A copy
of any of the council' s orders, other than

orders referred to in ORS 577. 460 and
577.540, shall be filed with the department, 
and a copy mailed to the county extension
agent of the counties in which the beef is
produced. 

12) Enter into contracts for advertising
beef and to develop new markets through
such advertising. 

13) Establish a reasonable per diem
allowance, in addition to expenses under
ORS 577. 260, to members of the council

while actually engaged in the performance of
their official duties, including necessary
travel time. 
1959 c 685 s 11] 

577.300 Acceptance of grants and

gifts. The council may accept grants, dona- 
tions, contributions or gifts, from any source, 
for expenditures for any purpose consistent
with the powers conferred on the council
1959 c 685 s 121

577.310 Payments to national organi- 
zations. From the contributions it receives, 

the council may pay, as authorized by ORS
577.290, 20 percent of such moneys to the
National Livestock and Meat Board and 20
percent of such moneys to the National Beef

Council to carry out certain work and pro- 
grams for and as approved by the council on
a national basis
1959 c 685 s 14 ] 

577.320 Services, facilities and mate- 
rials. ( 1) Upon request by the council, the
Department of General Services may: 

a) Purchase or otherwise provide for the
acquisition or furnishing of supplies, materi- 
als, equipment and services other than

personal required by the council and for the
furnishing of professional services rendered
by independent contractors with the state to
the council under ORS 279. 710 to 279. 748. 

b) Provide for the furnishing of printing
and multiple duplication work to the council
under ORS 282.010 to 282. 050, except that
printing and binding which advertises or
promotes products, agricultural or manufac- 

tured, shall not be considered state printing. 
c) Provide for the furnishing of services

relating to the disposition of surplus, obso- 
lete or unused supplies, materials and
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577.330 AGRICULTURAL MARKETING AND WAREHOUSING

equipment to the council under ORS 283. 230. 

d) Provide for the furnishing of central
telephone service and central mail or mes- 
senger services to the council under ORS
283. 140. 

e) Provide for the furnishing of central
repair and maintenance services to the
council under ORS 283: 1,50. 

f) Provide for the ' furnishing of clerical
and stenographic pool services to the council
under ORS 283. 160. 

g) Provide for the furnishing of motor
vehicles for use by members, officers and

employes of the council under ORS 283. 305. 

2) The council shall pay to the Depart- 
ment of General Services such amount for
services performed by that department under
subsection ( 1) of this section as such depart- 
ment determines is adequate to reimburse it
for the costs necessary to perform such
services. 

3) Upon request by the council, the
Executive Department may design and

supervise the installation of an accounting
system for the council. The council shall pay
to the Executive Department such amount
for services performed by that department
under this subsection as such department
determines is adequate to reimburse it for
the costs necessary to perform such services. 
1959 c 685 s 25, 1967 c 419 s 36] 

577.330 Council furnishing services, 
facilities and materials to other state
agencies. The council may elect to furnish
services, facilities and materials to commodi- 
ty commissions created under ORS 576 051
to 576.584 or ORS chapter 578 or 579 and to
state agencies and officers under ORS
283. 110. Upon requisition by the council, any
commodity commission created under ORS
576.051 to 576.584 or ORS chapter 578 or
579 or any state agency or officer may fur- 
nish services, facilities and materials to the
council under ORS 283. 110. 
1959 c 685 s. 261

577.340 Council' exempt from certain
financial administration laws. ORS
291. 026, 291. 202 to 291. 222, 291. 232 to

291. 260, 291. 322 to 291. 336, 292. 210 to
292.250, 293.260 to 293. 280, 293. 295 to

293.346 and 293.590 to 293.652 do not apply
to the council or to the administration and
enforcement of this chapter. 
1959 c 685 s 291

577.350 Rules and regulations. The
council is authorized to promulgate regula- 

tions necessary to carry out the intent and
purposes of this chapter. 
1959 c 685 s 281

577.410 Expenditures prohibited

unless budget procedure complied with. 
Except as otherwise provided in section 18, 
chapter 685, Oregon Laws 1959, no expendi- 

tures of moneys for a fiscal year may be
made or incurred by or under the authority
of the council under this chapter unless ORS
577. 420 and 577. 430 are complied with. 
1959 c. 685 s 191

577.420 Proposed budget; sending
copies to county extension agents; public
meeting. ( 1) Except as otherwise provided in
section 18, chapter 685, Oregon Laws 1959, 
the council shall prepare each year a pro- 
posed budget of the council for the next suc- 
ceeding fiscal year. The council shall send at
least one copy of the proposed budget to each
county extension agent, and such copy or
copies shall be available for public inspection
under reasonable circumstances in the office
of such county extension agent. 

2) The council shall call and hold at
least one public meeting upon the proposed
budget. In selecting a time and place for a
meeting, the council shall be guided by
consideration for the convenience of the
majority of the producers of beef and dairy
cattle. At a meeting any producer of beef
and dairy cattle has a right to be heard with
respect to the proposed budget. 

3) The council shall cause notice of a
meeting to be given at least 14 days prior to
the date of the meeting. The notice shall set
forth the purpose of the meeting, the time
and place at which the meeting is to be held
and that a copy of the proposed budget is
available for public inspection under reason- 
able circumstances in the office of each
county extension agent. The notice shall be
given by: 

a) Mailing a copy of the notice to each
producer of beef and dairy cattle who is
known to the council; or

b) Publishing a copy of the notice at
least once in a newspaper of general circula- 
tion in the state and, if such newspaper of
general circulation in the state does not also
have general circulation in such county, at
least once in a newspaper of general circula- 
tion in each county in which during the last
preceding calendar year at least five percent
of the total production of beef and dairy
cattle were produced. 

t1959 c 685 s 201
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577.430 Final budget; filing; certifica- 
tion by Director of Agriculture. ( 1) After

the public meeting or meetings upon the
proposed budget as provided in ORS 577. 420, 
the council shall prepare a final budget and
adopt it as the budget of the council for the
next succeeding fiscal year. At least one copy
of the final budget, together with an affida- 

vit of the council setting forth the pertinent
facts relating to the proceedings under ORS
577.420 and the preparation and adoption of
the final budget, shall be filed in the office
of the council, and shall be available for
public inspection under reasonable circum- 
stances. 

2) The council shall send two copies of

the final budget and one copy of the affida- 
vit to the Director of Agriculture. The
director shall examine the final budget and
the affidavit and, if he determines that the
form of the final budget is in accordance
with law and that the facts set forth in the
affidavit indicate that ORS 577. 420 was
complied with and that the final budget was
prepared and adopted in accordance with
law, shall certify such determination on both
copies of the final budget and send one such
certified copy to the Secretary of State. If he
does not so determine because of a failure to
comply with ORS 577.420 or because the
final budget, its preparation or adoption is
defective, the director shall immediately
notify the council and the council, as soon as
possible, shall take such steps as are possible

and necessary, to remedy the defect. The

certified copy of the finaJ budget sent to the
Secretary of State shall be filed in his office, 
and shall be available for public inspection
under reasonable circumstances. 

1959 c 685 s. 211

577.440 Form and contents of budg- 
et. ( 1) The final budget prepared by the
council under section 18, chapter 685, Ore- 
gon Laws 1959, and the proposed and final
budgets prepared by the council under ORS
577. 420 and 577. 430 shall show the estimat- 
ed receipts and expenditures by or under the
authority of the council under this chapter
and ORS 561. 250 and 599.245 for the fiscal
year for which the budget is adopted. The
proposed budget prepared by the council
under ORS 577. 420 shall also show the actu- 

al receipts and expenditures by or under the
authority of the council for the fiscal year
preceding the fiscal year in which the pro- 
posed budget is prepared, if any, and the
estimated receipts and expenditures by or
under the authority of the council for the

K,1YC

fiscal year in which the proposed budget is
prepared, if any. 

2) Estimated receipts and expenditures
for the fiscal year for which the budget is
adopted shall be fully itemized in the pro- 
posed and final budget and shall be prepared
and arranged to show in plain and succinct
language each ., particular item of such

receipts and expenditures. Such items of
receipts and expenditures shall be arranged
under major groups or categories as nearly
as practicable the same as the most recent
classifications of revenue and expenditures

established under subsection ( 6) of ORS
291. 002 and ORS 291. 206. 

3) The proposed and final budgets shall
contain one estimate only for the fiscal year
for which the budget is adopted for emergen- 

cy or other expenditures unforeseen at the
time the budget is prepared. 
1959 c 685 s 22] 

577.450 Limitation on expenditures. 
1) Except as otherwise provided in subsec- 

tion ( 2) of this section, no expenditures of

moneys for a fiscal year may be made or
incurred by or under the authority of the
council under this chapter: 

a) In excess of the total amount of
expenditures estimated for the fiscal year in
the budget adopted for the fiscal year or, 
with respect to any major group or category
of estimated expenditures, in excess of the
total amount of expenditures estimated for
the major group or category for the fiscal
year in the budget adopted for the fiscal
year. 

b) With respect to any major group or
category of estimated expenditures, for any
purpose different than that indicated by the
major group or category for the fiscal year
in the budget adopted for the fiscal year. 

2) No expenditures of moneys for a
fiscal year unforeseen at the time the budget

is prepared may be made or incurred by or
under the authority of the council under this
chapter in excess of the amount of expendi- 
tures estimated as provided in subsection ( 3) 
of ORS 577.440. 
1959 c. 685 s. 231

577.460 Unforeseen expenditures. ( 1) 
Subject to subsection ( 2) of ORS 577. 450, 
expenditures of moneys for a fiscal year
unforeseen at the time the budget is prepar- 
ed may be made or incurred by or under the
authority of the council under this chapter
by an order of the council. The order shall
indicate the amount of the expenditure, the
purpose thereof and the facts constituting
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the unforeseen nature thereof. At least one
copy of the order shall be filed in the office
of the council, and shall be available for
public inspection under reasonable circum- 
stances. 

2) The council shall send two copies of
the order to the Director of Agriculture. The
director shall examine the order and the
budget to which it relates and, if he deter- 
mines that the form of the order is in
accordance with law and that the facts set
forth in the order and the budget to which it
relates indicate that the order is in accord- 
ance with law, shall certify such determina- 
tion on both copies of the order and send one
such certified copy to the Secretary of State. 
If he does not so determine because the
order is defective, the director shall immedi- 
ately notify the council and the council, as
soon as possible, shall take such steps as are

possible and necessary to remedy the defect. 
The certified copy of the order shall be filed
in the office of the Secretary of State with
the budget to which it relates, and shall be
available for public inspection under reason- 
able circumstances. 

1959 c 685 s 241

577.510[ 1959 c 685 s 13, 1961 c 384 s 1, repealed by
1963 c 590 s 1 ( 577 511 enacted in lieu of 577 510)] 

577.511 Collection of contributions

for purposes of this chapter; custody and
disbursement. (1) In order for the council to
carry out the provisions and the intent of
this chapter, the department shall collect an
additional 20 cents per head on Oregon cat- 
tle, cattle hides and calves, as a part of

brand inspection services and brand inspec- 
tion made of such animals and hides under
the same authority and at the same time, 
place and manner and upon the same ani- 

mals and hides that it makes brand inspec- 
tion and collects brand inspection fees. Such
amount, which is a contribution for the
council, is in addition to and a part of the
brand inspection fee, and increases the maxi- 
mum established under ORS 604.390, by
such amount. 

2) The contribution amount collected as

provided by this section shall be deposited to
the account of the department in any bank
or banks in the state authorized as a deposi- 
tory of the state funds and shall be dis- 
bursed therefrom by the department as
provided by this section and ORS 577. 531. 

3) From such account the department
shall, at least once each two months, trans- 
fer or pay to the council the contributions
collected, less: 

a) Such amounts as determined by the
department to be adequate to reimburse it
for only the collection and administrative
costs necessary in carrying out the provisions
of this section; 

b) Refunds made by the department as
required by ORS 577.531; and

c) A reserve amount to be maintained
by the department to insure payment of such
refunds. 

4) In the event there is a fee established
for exemptions from brand inspection under
paragraph ( f) of subsection ( 1) of ORS
604.440, the department shall collect an
additional 20 cents per exemption allowance. 
1963 c 590 s 2 ( enacted in lieu of 577 510), 1967 c 637

s 15, 1975 c 168 s 1] 

577.520 Collection procedure. ( 1) The
operators of all stockyards, slaughterhouses, 

packing plants and livestock auction markets
shall deduct from the proceeds of sale owing
by them to the respective owners of animals
the contributions as authorized by ORS
577. 511. 

2) When an operator sends or gives any
written statement to an owner or his agent
relating to the proceeds owing such owner, 
the operator shall include a statement of the
amount deducted from such proceeds for
council purposes under ORS 577. 511 and the
amount deducted from such proceeds for
brand inspection under ORS 604.390. 

3) In accordance with the provisions of
subsection ( 1) of ORS 604.400, operators

shall promptly pay directly to the depart- 
ment all contributions collected by them. 
1959 c 685 s 27, 1961 c 384 s 2, 1963 c 590 s 2a] 

577.530[ 1959 c 685 s 15, 1961 c 384 s 3, repealed by
1963 c 590 s 3 ( 577 531 enacted in lieu of 577 530)] 

577.531[ 1963 c 590 s 4 ( enacted in lieu of 577 530), 
repealed by 1973 c 111 s 31

577.535 Brand inspection refunds. ( 1) 

Any person entitled to a brand inspection
refund as provided by subsection ( 2) of ORS
604.410 may, upon receipt of said refund, 
apply to the department for the refund of
the contribution collected by the department
under ORS 577. 511. 

2) Claim for refund must be made to the

department on the form prescribed by the
department and within 60 days of receipt of
any money refunded under subsection ( 2) of
ORS 604.410. Claims will be honored only
from those persons who paid the contribu- 
tion. 
1973 c 111 s 21
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577.540 Payment of council money to
authorized agent; deposits and withdraw- 
als. ( 1) All moneys received by the council
shall be paid to the authorized agent of the
council. As soon as possible after he receives
such moneys, the authorized agent shall

deposit such moneys in one or more separate
accounts in the name of the council. The
council shall designate such accounts and
such banks or trust companies. 

2) No moneys shall be withdrawn from
or paid out of such accounts except upon

order of the council, and upon checks or

other orders upon such accounts signed by
the secretary- treasurer or such other member
of the council as the council designates and
countersigned by such other member, officer
or employe of the council as the council
designates. A receipt, voucher or other

written record, showing clearly the nature
and items covered by each check or other
order shall be kept

3) All moneys referred to in subsection
1) of this section shall be used by the

council for the payment of the expenses of

the council in carrying out the power con- 
ferred on the council Such moneys hereby
are continuously appropriated to and shall be
used by the council for such purposes. 
1959 c 685 s 16, 1967 c 451 s 261

577.550 Bond required of person

authorized to receive or disburse council
moneys. Any person authorized by the coun- 
cil to receive or disburse moneys as provided
in this chapter, shall file with the council a

fidelity bond executed by a surety company
authorized to do business in this state in
such amount equal to the maximum amount
of moneys the council determines such per- 
son will have subject to his control at any
one time and upon such conditions as the
council shall prescribe. The cost of the bond
shall be paid by the council. 
1959 c 685 s 171

577.805[ 1961 c 384 s 5, repealed by 1963 c 590 s 5
577 806 enacted in lieu of 577 805)] 

577.806 Definitions for ORS 577.806
to 577.845. As used in ORS 577. 806 to
577. 845 a " person eligible to vote" or to sign
petitions is a producer who owns or is prod- 
ucing in Oregon one or more of the animals
described in subsection ( 5) of ORS 577. 110 at
the time of the signing of a petition or at
the time his vote is cast in a referendum, or
both. 
1963 c 590 s 6 ( enacted in lieu of 577 805)] 

577.810 Referendum on continuance
of council; petition or request; limitation
on subsequent referenda; reimbursement

of petitioners. ( 1) After July 1, 1964, a

referendum upon the question of continuance
of the council, and all procedures relating

thereto, shall be conducted by the depart- 
ment after it receives either of the following. 

a) A petition, which has the prior

approval of the department as to wording
before being distributed and signed, signed
by at least 20 percent of the producers or
200, whichever is less. The department's
determination of the number of producers
eligible to sign a petition shall be predicated
upon relevant information and statistics

available from the United States Department
of Agriculture, the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Oregon State University
and other recognized authoritative sources. 

All pages of the petition shall be dated prior
to the date they are circulated for signatures
and all pages shall bear the same date. The
department is not authorized to accept or to
use a page in a petition, unless it is filed
with the department within 90 days of the
date on the page. The petition shall desig- 
nate the name and address of the individual
who is authorized to represent the petition- 
ers in all matters related to the referendum

as its attorney in fact. Except as provided by
paragraph ( b) of subsection ( 2) of this sec- 

tion, the petitioners shall pay to the depart- 
ment the entire cost of holding a referendum
in the manner provided in ORS 576. 065. 

b) A written request signed by a majori- 
ty of the members of the council asking for a
referendum upon the question of continuance

of the council. The council may submit such
request at any time and they shall pay the
department the entire cost of holding the
referendum in the manner provided in ORS
576065. 

2) In the event a referendum is held at
the request of the petitioners as authorized

by paragraph ( a) of subsection ( 1) of this

section. 

a) No additional referendum on such
question shall be held at the request of
petitioners, within two years from the date
the result of the previous referendum is filed
with the Secretary of State, by the depart- 
ment under the provisions of subsection ( 4) 
of ORS 577. 835. 

b) If, as a result of such referendum, the
vote is in favor of discontinuance of the
council, the council shall, if moneys are
available, reimburse the petitioners for the
costs which they have paid to the depart- 
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ment as required by paragraph ( a) of subsec- 
tion ( 1) of this section. 
1961 c 384 s 6, 1963 c 590 s 71

577.815 Provisions relating to with- 
drawal of petition or request govern pro- 
ceedings under ORS 577.806 to 577.845. 
The provisions of ORS 576.575 apply to ORS
577. 806 to 577. 845. 
1961 c 384 s. 131

577.820 Form of ballot; eligibility to
vote and sign petition. (1) If a referendum
upon the question of continuance of the
council is held, the question shall be submit- 
ted by ballot upon which the words " For
continuance of the Oregon Beef Council' and
Against continuance of the Oregon Beef

Council" are printed, with a square before
each proposition and a direction to insert an
V in the square before the proposition

which the person eligible to vote favors. The
ballot may contain additional wording which
in the opinion of the department is necessary
to clarify the voting procedure. 

2) Only persons eligible to vote may
vote in a referendum upon the question of
continuance of the council and sign a peti- 
tion as authorized by paragraph ( a) of

subsection ( 1) of ORS 577.810. 
1961 c 384 s 71

577.825[ 1961 c 384 s 9, repealed by 1963 c 590 s 8
577 826 enacted in lieu of 577 825)] 

577.826 Registration of eligible vot- 
ers; filing list; date of referendum. ( 1) 
After a petition is received or a written re- 
quest is received from the council as author- 
ized by ORS 577. 810, all persons eligible to
vote may vote in the referendum provided
they register with the department their
names and such other pertinent information
as is required. The department shall provide
a period of not less than 20 days during
which such persons may register. The de- 
partment thereafter shall compile and file
the list of persons eligible to vote, In the
Salem office of the department and may
publish such list as It deems necessary for
the benefit of producers. 

2) Within 60 days after the list is filed, 
the department shall conduct the referen- 
dum. 
1963 c 590 s 9 ( enacted in lieu of 577 825); 1973 c 794

s31] 

577.830 Notice of referendum; man- 

ner of voting. ( 1) Notices of a referendum
upon the question of continuance of the
council shall be: 

a) Published once by the department at
least 14 days prior to the date of such
referendum in a newspaper of general

circulation in Oregon. 

b) Forwarded by the department at least
14 days prior to the date of such referendum
to the county clerk of all counties in Oregon. 
The county clerk shall post such notice in a
conspicuous place in the county courthouse. 

2) In addition to the provisions of

subsection ( 1) of this section, the department
may forward notices of a referendum to
persons eligible to vote. 

3) The department shall provide a

period of at least 14 days during which
persons eligible to vote may cast their ballot. 
The department may in its discretion permit
ballots to be cast by mail, or by depositing
such ballots in ballot boxes at designated
locations within the state, or by both meth- 
ods. 

1961 c 384 s 81

577.835 Determining result of refer- 
endum; filing declaration of result. ( 1) 
The department, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of ORS 577. 840, shall declare the
council to be discontinued if more than two - 
thirds of the persons voting in an election
called under the provisions of ORS 577. 806
to 577.845 voted against continuance of the
Oregon Beef Council, and further providing
that the total voting persons in the referen- 
dum are currently producing more than one- 
third of the total number of cattle produced
in Oregon during the calendar year preced- 
ing the year in which the election is held. 

2) In determining as of the date of the
referendum, the total number of cattle each

person voting is " currently producing," the

department in its discretion may base its
decision upon the answer it receives by the
person voting on such question, which

question may be made a part of the ballot or
attached thereto, or by another reliable
procedure or method. 

3) In arriving at the total number of
cattle produced in Oregon during the calen- 
dar year preceding the year in which the
election is held, the department may take
into consideration the statistics and informa- 
tion furnished by the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Oregon State Universi- 
ty and other governmental agencies, as of
any given date or on any other fair and
reasonable basis. 

4) Within 15 days after the close of the
period during which a referendum is held, 
the department shall file with the Secretary
of State a declaration of the result of such
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referendum. The Secretary of State shall file manner which will best carry out the pur- 
or record such declaration. poses of this chapter. 
1961 c 384 s. 10; 1963 c. 590 s. 2b] [ 1961 c. 384 s. 111

577.840 Procedure when result fa- 
vors discontinuance of council. If the vote
in the referendum provided in ORS 577.835
does not favor continuance, the council shall
discontinue and terminate its activities_ not
later than the end of the fiscal year during
which the result of such referendum was

filed with the Secretary of State.Notwith- 
standing the provisions of ORS 577.410, 
before the termination of such activities, any
funds remaining in possession of the council
may be expended as authorized by ORS
577.290 and any funds remaining thereafter
shall be paid to the Department of Agricul- 
ture to be expended by the department in a

577.845 Paying expenses of referen- 
dum; effect of informalities in conduct
thereof. ( 1) The department shall pay, from
the moneys it receives under ORS 577. 810, 
all the expenses resulting from the proce- 
dures necessary to carry. out a referendum
upon the question of the continuance of the
council. 

2) No informalities or technicalities in
the conduct of such referendum or in any
matters relating thereto shall invalidate any
referendum if it is fairly and reasonably
conducted by the department. 
1961 c 384 s 121

CERTIFICATE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL
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