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PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS; ELECTRICAL SAFETY LAW § 479.010

PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS
FROM FIRE

479.010 Definitions for ORS 479.020
to 479. 190. ( 1) For the purpose of ORS
479 170 to 479 190 and subsection (4) of ORS
479 990

a) " Alter" in its various modes and

tenses and its participial forms refers to an
alteration as defined herein

b) " Alterations," as applied to a building
or structure, means a change or rearrange- 

ment in the structural parts or in the exit
facilities, or an enlargement, whether by
extending on a side or increasing in height

c) " Construction" means the making, 
building, alteration, erection, reconstruction, 
rebuilding or production of a building or
addition or extension thereto, or enlargement

thereof, in any manner not included in the
term " repair" as defined in this section

d) " Family" means one person living
alone or a group of two or more persons
living together, whether related to each
other or not

e) " Hospital" means a building of any
sort in which sick or injured persons are

received or kept for medical, surgical or

nursing purposes
f) " Occupancy" means the purpose for

which a building or structure is used or
intended to be used Change of occupancy is
not intended to include change of tenants or
proprietors

g) " Owner" includes his duly authorized
agent or attorney, a purchaser, devisee, 
fiduciary and a person having a vested or
contingent interest in the property in ques- 
tion

h) " Private residence" means that part
of a single, double or multiple dwelling
house or building occupied as living or
sleeping quarters by one or more family
units, exclusive of any portion of such house
or building devoted to commercial, processing
or manufacturing use

1) " Public building" means a building in
which persons congregate for civic, political, 
educational, religious, social or recreational

purposes, including among others, state
buildings, courthouses, schools, colleges, 

libraries, museums, exhibit buildings, lecture
halls, churches, assembly halls, lodge rooms, 
dance halls, theatres, skating rinks, bath
houses, armories, recreation piers, grand- 
stands and bleachers in exhibition parks or

fields, and jails

j) " Repair" means restoration of an

existing thing to its former state, to refit, to
mend, to make good It does not include

construction, reconstruction, alteration or

rebuilding of a building or any part thereof
2) For the purposes of ORS 479 020, 

479 030, 479 060 and 479 080, " first story" is
the story the ceiling of which is first above
the level of the grade, the ceiling being an
average distance of five feet or more above

the ground surrounding the building
3) As used in ORS 479 100

a) ` Private garage" is a building or
portion of a building in which one or more
vehicles or other self - propelled vehicles or

wheeled machines using volatile inflamma- 
ble liquid for fuel or power are housed or
kept for private use and in which no busi- 

ness or industry connected with motor
vehicles is carried on

b) ' Public garage" is any garage to
which the public is invited or has access to
for a purpose within the scope of the busi- 
ness that is carried on therein, or where

there are housed for rent, care, repair, 
demonstration, storage or sale, four or more
motor vehicles or self - propelled vehicles or

other wheeled machines using volatile
inflammable liquid for fuel or power

4) As used in ORS 479110, " picture

machine" means any machine or device
operated by or with the aid of electricity or
other illuminant, and adapted or used to

project upon a screen or other surface

pictorial representations, using an inflamma- 
ble film

5) As used in ORS 479121, " dry
cleaning" means the process of removing
dirt, grease, paints and other stains from
wearing or other apparel, textiles, fabrics or
rugs by the use of nonaqueous liquid sol- 
vents, flammable or nonflammable, and

includes the process of dyeing clothes or
other fabrics or textiles in a solution of dye
colors and nonaqueous liquid solvents

6) For the purpose of subsection ( 3) of

this section and ORS 479100, 479110 and
479 160

a) " Apartment house" means any

building, or portion thereof which is rented, 
leased, let or hired out to be occupied, or
which is occupied as the home or residence

of three or more families living independent- 
ly of each other and with facilities for doing
their own cooking in said building, and shall
include flats, tenements and apartments

b) " Concrete" means, except when

otherwise specifically provided, a mixture of
one part of cement and not more than three
parts of sand and five parts of coarse aggre- 

gate, proportioned by volume
c) " Fire -wall' means a wall which

subdivides a building or separates buildings
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479.015 PROTECTION FROM FIRE

to restrict the spread of fire, and which
starts at the foundation and extends continu- 
ously through all stories to and above the
roof

d) " Hotel" means any building contain- 
ing rooms intended to be used, or occupied, 
or which are used, occupied, rented or hired

out to be occupied, for sleeping purposes by
transient or temporary guests

e) " Inflammable liquids" means any
liquid having a flash point below 187 de- 
grees Fahrenheit or 86 degrees Centigrade
closed cup tester

f) " Masonry" means plain monolithic
concrete as well as that form of construction
composed of stone, brick, concrete, hollow
clay tile, concrete blocks or tile, or other
similar building units or materials or a
combination of these materials laid up unit
by unit and set in mortar

g) " Permit" means the written authority
of the State Fire Marshal, to have, keep, 
store, use, manufacture, sell or handle
certain kinds of goods or materials or to
operate and maintain a certain establish- 

ment or to do any act or thing requiring a
permit from the fire marshal
Subsection (6) enacted as 1953 c 569 s 1, 1963 c 120 a 1] 

479.015 Smoking in public elevator
prohibited; penalty. (1) It shall be unlawful
for any person to smoke cigars, cigarettes or
tobacco in any form or to ignite any sub- 
stance in an elevator used by the public

2) A " No Smoking" sign shall be posted
and maintained in a conspicuous place on or

within any elevator operated in accordance
with subsection ( 1) of this section, pursuant
to rules of the State Fire Marshal

3) Any person who violates subsection
1) of this section shall incur a penalty of
10 for each such violation

4) Any person who violates subsection
2) of this section shall be punished upon

conviction by a fine of $100
1975 c 474 a 21

479.020 Buildings requiring fire es- 
capes; exceptions. il) Subject to subsection
2) of this section, all buildings except pri- 

vate residences, erected after May 28, 1925, 
or any building then erected, having three
stories or more where the stories above the

second story are actually used, shall be
equipped with not less than one standard

fire escape or one exterior stairway for each
10,000 square feet of lot or ground space, or

fraction thereof, occupied by the building
2) If the approval of the State Fire

Marshal is secured with respect to a particu- 
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lar building, the requirements of subsection
1) of this section do not apply to such

building if it
a) Is constructed with two -hour fire - 

resistive structural elements of steel, iron, 

concrete or masonry, and
b) Has incombustible fire- resistive walls

and permanent partitions, and

c) Is provided with not less than two
inclosed smokeproof stairwells with

fireman's access to each floor and to the
roof, or is provided with other fire protection
and escape which the State Fire Marshal

finds adequate for the use of the building
Amended by 1959 c 651 s 2, 1965 c 602 s 15] 

479.030 Hospital escape exits. Every
building erected, maintained or oc -upied
after May 28, 1925, for hospital purposes
and not of fireproof construction or provided
with adequate means of egress from the
floors above the first floor, shall have suffi- 
cient means of exit other than interior stair- 

way or elevator, whereby the inmates or
other occupants of the building shall have
adequate means of escape from the floors
above the first floor Such arrangement of
exterior exit shall have the approval of the
State Fire Marshal

479.040 Specifications for construc- 
tion of fire escapes. Fire escapes installed
after May 28, 1925, on the outside of build- 
ings shall be constructed in accordance with
the specifications prescribed in this section, 

any deviation from which shall only be made
by permission of the State Fire Marshal
Each fire escape shall consist of balconies, 
stairs and fireman' s ladder, as follows

1) Each balcony shall not be less than
12 feet long and 3 feet 8 inches wide, and
have a well hole of not more than 6 feet
long nor more than 2 feet 3 inches wide The
outside of the floor shall be made of 2 inch

by 2 inch by 1/ 4 inch angle iron and the
corners bent on a radius of not less than 6
inches Slats for the floor shall be 1 1/ 2 inch
by 1/ 4 inch mild steel and spaced 1 inch
between slats, and reinforced by 1/ 4 inch by
2 inch mild steel not over 3 feet apart, 

securely riveted to the slats Railing for the
balcony shall be not less than 30 inches high
and be extended on each end and front of

balcony, and shall have one top and one
center rail 1/ 4 inch by 2 inch bent to con- 
form to platform and securely bolted to the
building, and connected to floor of balcony
by not less than five upright irons, 1/ 4 inch
by 1/ 2 inch, twisted to conform to each rail
and angle iron, and securely riveted thereto
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Screws or lagscrews shall not be used in the
construction of fire escapes

2) The stairs shall be made of 1/ 4 inch

by 4 inch flat mild steel bars, and the steps
shall be 20 inches long and not over 10 inch
rise Stairs shall have a railing made of 1
inch pipe and be 20 inches from stairs, and
securely fastened by means of 1 inch pipe
supports not over 7 feet apart

3) The fireman's ladder shall consist of

5/ 16 inch by 2 inch mild steel bars for sides, 
and have 3/4 inch round mild steel rungs, 
spaced not over 14 inches apart, tenoned on
each end and riveted to each side of ladder
Ladders shall extend from within 14 feet of
the ground to not less than 5 feet above the
roof of the building Each balcony shall be
securely bolted to building and supported by
means of 1 1/ 2 inch square braces, four in
number, securely anchored into the wall, as
may be directed by the building inspector or
fire chief Fire escapes, when finished, shall
be painted with at least one coat of red lead

479.050 Certain fire escapes to ex- 
tend to ground or have approved coun- 
terbalanced stairways. The fire escape
shall extend clear to the ground or have an
approved counterbalanced stairway, when
the State Fire Marshal deems such to be
necessary, as in the case of schools, factories, 
hotels, hospitals, detention homes and build- 
ings of public assembly

479.060 Location of fire escapes; 
accessibility; freedom from obstructions; 
buildings of three or more stories. ( 1) 
Fire escapes installed after May 28, 1925, 
shall be located on buildings so as to be as
remote from stairways as possible

2) In all buildings erected after May 28, 
1925, which are occupied at night for sleep- 
ing purposes and which require fire escapes, 
the public corridors shall extend to all fire
escapes

3) In all buildings existing on May 28, 
1925, and in all buildings erected after that

date, except those covered by the regulations
of subsection ( 2) of this section, not more
than one room shall intervene between a
corridor and any fire escape When a room
intervenes between a corridor and the fire
escape, the corridor door shall have a glass
panel extending from the top rail to the
doorknob and the glass shall be of a kind
that is easily broken Any lock on the
corridor door shall be of the night latch type
which can be opened from the inside without

a key Close to the door, on the corridor side, 
shall be kept at all times an adequate

instrument for breaking the glass, with
explanatory label, subject to approval of the
State Fire Marshal

4) All fire escapes, ladders, stairs, 
hallways and platforms shall be kept free
from encumbrances or obstructions at all

times

5) In all buildings consisting of three or
more stories, except private residences, and

which are occupied for sleeping purposes, all
unprotected openings such as open stairways, 

open elevator shafts, dumbwaiters, chutes, 
light wells or any other unprotected opening
shall be effectively inclosed in a manner
subject to approval of the State Fire Marshal
to prevent the dangerous spread of fire, 
smoke, gas or heat to corridors leading to
fire escapes
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479.070[Repealed by 1965 c 602 s 301

479.080 Red or green lights to show
location of fire escapes; fire warning
system. ( 1) An electric red or green exit
light of a type approved by the State Fire
Marshal shall be placed in full view of hall- 

ways showing location of fire escapes Each
light must be kept burning from sundown to
sunrise when such building is occupied The
light must not at any time be permitted to
be out of order and when out of order must

be immediately repaired
2) All hotels, factories, workshops, 

schools and any other building shall be
equipped with a fire warning system in
accordance with rules and regulations of the
State Fire Marshal
Amended by 1955 c 453 s 1, 1965 c 602 s 171

479.090 Stationary ladders; stand- 

pipe specifications; hospital require- 

ments. ( 1) All buildings requiring fire es- 
capes shall have stationary iron ladders to
scuttle holes A standpipe shall be erected
with all fire escapes, with hose attachments
at each story, with Siamese connection not
less than 18 inches nor more than four feet
above sidewalk grade, on all buildings more
than three stories In height as follows

STANDPIPE TABLE
6- or

4 -story 5 -story 7 -story
Size of standpipe 4 -inch 4 -inch 5 -inch

Size of valves 2 1/ 2 -inch 2 1/ 2 -inch 2 1/ 2 -inch
Siamese inlet 2 -way 3 -way 4 -way

Size of inlet 2 1/ 2 -inch 2 1/ 2 -inch 2 1/ 2 -inch
Roof outlet 2 -way 2 -way 3 -way

Size of outlet 2 1/ 2 -inch 2 1/ 2 -inch 2 1/ 2 -inch

2) Whenever a water supply is available
of sufficient pressure, interior standpipes of

not less than 1 1/ 2 inches in size shall be
installed in such building described in ORS
479030, with valve and hose attached to
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standpipe on each floor, the hose to be of

sufficient length to reach any part of the
floor One 2 1/ 2 gallon fire extinguisher
shall be installed and maintained on each
floor The extinguisher shall be kept in good
working order at all times
Amended by 1965 c 602 s 17al

479.100 Public garage regulations; 
permit for exhibition of automobiles; 
prohibited occupancy. ( 1) The State Fire
Marshall shall from time to time adopt and
enforce rules and regulations establishing
minimum safety standard for the construc- 
tion, use and occupancy of public garages
No person shall, after September 1, 1965, 
establish, construct or operate a public ga- 

rage, as defined in ORS 479 010, unless the
building complies with the rules and regula- 
tions of the State Fire Marshal No enlarge- 
ment, extension, alteration, replacement or

reconstruction of any building or any part
thereof, occupied as a public garage, other
than repairs to the building, shall be made
except in conformity with the provisions of
ORS 479 020 to 479 100 The State Fire Mar- 
shal, his deputies or assistants may issue a
permit for the exhibition or use of automo- 
tive vehicles in buildings other than public

garages when such precautions and safety
plans as designed and declared by the State
Fire Marshal have been complied with by
the applicant for such permit The permit
shall state the place and period of time for

such exhibition and shall specifically provide
that during such period the State Fire Mar- 
shal, his deputies or assistants shall direct
all matters in regard to the safety of human
life and property in such place of exhibition
and its entrances and exits

2) All wiring shall be installed in
accordance with minimum safety standards
as defined in ORS 479 530

3) No part of any building which is used
as a hospital, assembly hall, including
theatre or moving picture house, hotel, 
lodging house, tenement or apartment house
shall be used as a public garage unless the
garage portion is located on the ground with
a cement floor and with the floor above of
fireproof construction, and with masonry
walls at least eight inches thick and the only
openings that shall be permitted in the
partitions or walls of the garage portion

leading to other portions of the buildings
shall be protected by a single self - closing
kalamin or standard fire door, normally kept
closed unless the entire building complies
with State Fire Marshal regulations estab- 
lished pursuant to ORS 476 030
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4) There shall be at all times main- 
tained in every such building used for the
aforesaid purpose fire extinguishing equip- 
ment in accordance with State Fire Marshal
regulations

5) No gasoline shall be put into or taken
out of any automobile in the presence of an

open flame or while an engine is running
6) No lights of any kind other than

electricity shall be used for illuminating
purposes in any automobile garage when
electricity is available

7) All electric equipment and any flame
or spark - producing devices not actually a
part of an automobile shall be installed, 
located and used In accordance with State
Fire Marshal regulations, unless of approved
explosion -proof type

8) All repair shops shall be kept clean
and the floor free from oily waste or rags
All such rags and waste and combustible
rubbish shall be kept in metal cans or

receptacles covered with tight - fitting covers
Amended by 1959 c 651 s 1, 1965 c 602 s 181

479 110[Amended by 1963 c 317 s 1, repealed by
1965 c 602 s 301

479 120[ Repealed by 1963 c 120 s 2 ( 479 121
enacted in lieu of 479 120)] 

479. 121 Minimum safety standards
for dry cleaning establishments; Dry
Cleaners' Advisory Board; compensation
and expenses. ( 1) The State Fire Marshal
may from time to time, under ORS 183 310
to 183 500, in consultation with and giving
consideration to the views of the advisory
board created under subsection ( 2) of this
section, make, amend, promulgate and en- 

force rules and regulations establishing min- 
imum safety standards relating to the con- 
struction, equipment and operation of estab- 

lishments engaged in dry cleaning for hire
The rules and regulations shall be such as
are reasonably necessary for the protection
of the health, welfare and safety of the pub- 
lic and of persons using or operating dry
cleaning equipment The State Fire Marshal, 
in making rules and regulations, shall con- 

sider as evidence of generally accepted
standards of safety the applicable standards
published from time to time by the National
Board of Fire Underwriters and the National
Fire Protection Association

2) The Dry Cleaners' Advisory Board
shall consist of three members appointed by
the Oregon Dry Cleaning Association to
serve at the pleasure of that organization

The board shall advise the State Fire Mar- 
shal concerning the formulation and admin- 
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istration of rules and regulations under

subsection ( 1) of this section

3) The members of the board are enti- 
tled to compensation and expenses as provid- 

ed in ORS 292 495
1963 c 120 s 3 ( enacted in lieu of 479 120), 1969 c 314

s52) 

479. 130 Tents or canvas - covered

structures for public assembly to be
flame resistant. No person shall erect, 

maintain or use within Oregon any tent or
canvas - covered structure with the intent that
such a tent or structure be used for a place
of public assembly unless the tent and
canvas - covered parts of the structure and all
combustible decorative materials have been
rendered flame resistant

479. 140 School fire regulations. ( 1) 

The State Fire Marshal and his deputies and
assistants shall require teachers of public
and private schools and educational institu- 

tions to have one fire drill each month and

to keep all doors and exits unlocked during
school hours

2) After July 1, 1965, all painting or
finish applied to interior combustible sur- 
faces, except floors and trim, of public and
private school buildings and educational
institutions shall be of a fire- retardant

material meeting flame spread regulations
for interior finish established by the State
Fire Marshal pursuant to ORS 476 030
Amended by 1965 c 602 s 191

479.150 Outward - swinging doors

required; revolving doors. ( 1) The outside
doors and other exits leading thereto, in
every theater, church, school building, public
hall, and every other building used for pub- 
lic purposes where people congregate, shall

be so swung and hinged that they will open
outward Revolving doors shall not constitute
any part of the door width required for exit
facilities

2) No owner, lessee, tenant or person

having control of any building enumerated
in subsection ( 1) of this section shall fall to
provide doors opening outward as required
therein

479. 155 Plan of proposed construc- 

tion or alteration; declaration of value; 
fee; approval of plan; effect of approval. 

1) As used in this section

a) " Director" means the Director of

Commerce

b) " Administrator" means the state

building code administrator appointed

pursuant to subsection ( 1) of ORS 456 790
2) Prior to construction or alteration of

a hospital, public building as defined in
paragraph ( i) of subsection ( 1) of ORS
479 010, public garage, dry cleaning estab- 
lishment, apartment house, hotel, bulk oil
storage plant, school, institution as defined
in ORS 479 210, or any other building or
structure regulated by the State Fire Mar- 
shal for use and occupancy or requiring
approval by the State Fire Marshal pursuant
to statute, the owner shall submit to the
administrator two copies of a plan or sketch

showing the location of the building or
structure with relation to the premises, 
distances, lengths and details of construction
as the director shall require Such filing
shall not be required with respect to any
such building or structure in any area
exempted by order of the State Fire Marshal
pursuant to ORS 476 030 Approval of such

plans by the administrator shall be consid- 
ered approval by the State Fire Marshal and
shall satisfy any statutory provision requir- 
ing approval by the State Fire Marshal

3) A declaration of the value of the
proposed construction or alteration and the
appropriate fee required under ORS 456 760
shall accompany the plan or sketch Howev- 
er, the determination of value or valuation

shall be made by the director or his author- 
ized assistant

4) The administrator or his staff shall
be furnished with not less than two accurate
copies of the plan or sketch and details for
the purpose of ascertaining compliance with
applicable fire prevention and protection
statutes and regulations The plan examiner
shall indicate on the plan or sketch and in

writing his approval or disapproval and
conditions for approval of the construction or

alteration One copy of the plan or sketch
shall be retained by the administrator and
one copy shall be returned to the applicant
No building or structure referred to in
subsection ( 2) of this section shall be erected

or constructed without approval by the
administrator if the building or structure
requires approval by the State Fire Marshal
After such approval or issuance of the
required permit, construction or alteration

shall comply with the plan or sketch in all
respects unless modified by subsequent
permit or order of the director or his author- 
ized assistant

5) The approval of a plan or sketch shall

not be construed to be a permit for, or an
approval of, any violation of any statute or
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regulation or the applicable ordinances and
regulations of any governmental subdivision
of the state The approval of a plan or sketch
shall not be construed as an approval for
noncompliance with fire marshal regulations
Any condition upon approval or disapproval
shall be deemed an order subject to appeal
as other orders are appealable

1965 c 602 s 14, 1967 c 417 s 20, 1973 c 834 s 331

479. 160 Existing nonconforming
buildings; permit for use and occupancy. 
The owner, lessee or agent of any building
established, occupied and defined, as of May
28, 1925, as coming within the provisions of
ORS 479 020 to 479 120, which does not
conform to the requirements of these provi- 

sions, but which, after an inspection by the
State Fire Marshal, is found to be reason- 
ably safe, or which can be made reasonably
safe, shall be granted a permit by the State
Fire Marshal for the continued use and occu- 
pancy of the building after the changes, if
any, have been made

479. 170 Ordering repair of, or re- 
moval of material from, buildings. ( 1) If
the State Fire Marshal, or his deputies, upon
an examination or inspection finds a build- 
ing or other structure which for want of
proper repairs, by reason of age and dilapi- 
dated conditions, or poorly installed electric
wiring and equipment, defective chimneys, 

defective gas connection, defective heating
apparatus or for any other cause or reason, 
is especially liable to fire, and which is so
situated or occupied as to endanger other

buildings or property or human life, the
officer shall order the building to be repaired
and all dangerous conditions remedied

2) If the officer finds in any building or
upon any premises any combustible or
explosive material, rubbish, rags, waste, oils, 

gasoline or inflammable condition of any
kind, dangerous to the safety of the build- 
ings or premises or human life, he shall
order such materials removed or remedied

3) The order shall be made against and
served personally or by registered letter
upon the owner, lessee or occupant of the
building or premises Thereupon it shall be
complied with by the owner, lessee, agent or
occupant within the time fixed in the order
Upon failure to comply, the State Fire
Marshal may close the building or premises
for use or occupancy until compliance has
been made

479.180 Appeal from order to comply
with fire prevention statutes. ( 1) If the
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owner, lessee, agent or occupant deems him- 
self aggrieved by the order of an officer un- 
der the provisions of ORS 476 030, 479 020
to 479130, 479170, 479 210 to 479220, 
480 122 to 480170, 480330, 480340, 

480 420 to 480 434 or 480 450 and desires a
hearing, he may complain or appeal in writ- 
ing to the State Fire Marshal within 10 days
from the service of the order The complaint
or appeal shall set forth the specific grounds
of the complaint or appeal and no other
ground shall be considered thereafter The
complaint or appeal shall be accompanied by
a fee of $ 40 payable to the State Fire Mar- 
shal, and the State Fire Marshal may refer
the complaint or appeal to the regional ap- 
peal advisory board established for that re- 
gion by notifying the chairman of that board
and sending a copy of the notice to the com- 
plainant or appellant The board shall fix a

time for hearing and notify the complainant
or appellant of the time and place thereof, 

which shall be within 10 days after such
referral by the State Fire Marshal If he
does not refer the matter to a regional ap- 
peal advisory board, the State Fire Marshal
shall fix a time and place, not less than five
and not more than 10 days thereafter, when
and where the complaint or appeal will be

heard by him Within 10 days after receiving
a recommendation from the regional appeal
advisory board, or if no referral was made to
such board, within 10 days after the hearing
before him, he may affirm, modify, revoke or
vacate the order complained of or appealed
from Unless the order is modified, revoked
or vacated by the State Fire Marshal, it
shall remain in force and be complied with
by the owner, lessee, agent or occupant, and
within the time fixed in the order or fixed
by the State Fire Marshal If the State Fire
Marshal vacates or revokes the order com- 
plained of or appealed from, or modified it in
any particular other than extending time for
compliance, the fee paid with the complaint
or appeal shall be refunded Otherwise, it
shall be credited to appropriate state funds, 
and the State Fire Marshal shall so notify
the State Treasurer

2) If the complainant or appellant under
subsection ( 1) of this section is aggrieved by
the final order of the State Fire Marshal, 
and if such order necessitates the expendi- 

ture of money or involves statutory interpre- 
tation, he may, within 10 days thereafter, 
appeal to the circuit court of the county in
which the property is situated, notifying the
State Fire Marshal of the appeal within 10
days thereafter, which notice shall be in
writing and delivered personally or by
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registered letter to the marshal, or left at
his principal office at the state capital The

party so appealing shall, within two days
after filing the appeal, file with the circuit
court in which appeal is made a bond in an
amount to be fixed by the court or judge, but
in no case less than $ 100, with two suffi- 

cient sureties possessing the qualification of
bail on arrest, the bond to be approved by
the court and conditioned to pay all the costs
on the appeal in case the appellant fails to
sustain it or it is dismissed for any cause In
the case of an appeal involving an order
under ORS 479170, the circuit court shall
hear and determine the appeal within 10

days after the date of filing the same
3) The State Fire Marshal shall make or

have made a certified summary of the
proceedings at the hearing before the region- 
al appeal advisory board or before him, and
together with all the evidentiary matter filed
in his office or presented to the regional

appeal advisory board, transmit them to the
circuit court at least three days prior to the
date fixed by the court for hearing when it
shall be tried de novo
Amended by 1965 c 602 s 20, 1973 c 832 s 91

479.190 Liability in damages for fail- 
ure to comply with order under ORS
479.170. Anyone injured in his person or

property by reason of the failure of the own- 
er or occupant to comply with any order
under ORS 479170 not appealed from, or

with any such order of the State Fire Mar- 
shal upon appeal to him, or by any fire origi- 
nating in the building or premises while the
order is in effect and not complied with, may
recover from the owner or occupant the actu- 

al damage suffered by him

place so as to be readily visible to the occu- 
pants of such place of assembly

2) If the State Fire Marshal, or his
deputies, assistants as defined in ORS

476 060, or the approved authority, as proved
by subsection ( 4) of ORS 476 030, upon
examination or inspection finds a building or
other structure described in subsection ( 1) of
this section, to be occupied by a number of
persons in excess of the maximum number of

persons allowed at any one time as set forth
in the capacity notice, the State Fire Mar- 
shal, or his deputies, assistants as defined in
ORS 476 060, or the approved authority, as
provided in subsection ( 4) of ORS 476 030, 

may close the building or other structure for
use or occupancy until compliance has been
made

3) The owner of any building or other
structure closed under subsection ( 2) of this
section shall have immediate access to the

circuit court for the county in which the
building or other structure is located for
review of the order of exclusion or removal

Such access may be in the form of a writ of
review or other appropriate judicial proceed- 

ing and shall be given priority over all other
cases on the docket of the circuit court

4) The closure provided for in subsection

2) of this section shall not exclude any other
remedies available to the State Fire Mar- 

shal, his deputies, or the approved authority, 
as provided by subsection ( 4) of ORS
476 030
1967 c 417 s 18, 1971 c 689 s 11

479.200 Water supply required for
certain public buildings. ( 1) Any public
building, as defined in paragraph ( 1) of sub- 
section ( 1) of ORS 479 010, erected after

July 1, 1967, that exceeds 5,000 square feet
479.195 Certain public places to post in usable or occupied floor area or is more

notice of maximum allowable number of than two stories in height and exceeds 2, 000
persons; closure of buildings; judicial square feet in usable or occupied ground
review. ( 1) After January 1, 1968, all dance floor area shall have a readily available
halls, clubs, amusement halls, auditoriums water supply within 500 feet of such build - 
and every place of public assembly not hav- ing of sufficient capacity to allow fire - 
ing fixed seats and having a capacity of fighting apparatus to pump 500 gallons per
more than 100 persons shall post and keep minute for a period of 10 minutes for each
posted a notice of the maximum number of 5, 000 square feet of occupied or usable floor
persons allowed at any one time as estab- area or fraction thereof, up to 500 gallons
lished by regulations of the State Fire Mar- per minute for 30 minutes
shal or by the approved authority when such 2) Required water supplies may be
public assemblies are located within the provided by underground cisterns or surface
jurisdiction of a governmental subdivision ponds, lakes or streams when approved and

granted the exemption provided by subsec- readily accessible standpipes of not less than
tion ( 4) of ORS 476 030 All such capacity four inches inside diameter with not less
notices shall be on a form approved or pro- than two two - and. one - half -inch outlets or
vided by the State Fire Marshal and shall be equivalent are provided
securely fixed and posted in a conspicuous 1967 c 417 s 191
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INSPECTION OF
INSTITUTIONS

479.210 " Institution" defined for

ORS 479.215 to 479.220. As used in ORS
479 215 to 479220, unless the context re- 
quires otherwise, " institution" means

1) A child - caring facility which receives
state aid under ORS 418 005 to 418025, 
418 035 to 418315, 418 355 to 418 370, 
418 405 to 418470, 418 505 to 418 565 and
418 610 to 418 730, 

2) An inpatient care facility required to
be licensed under ORS chapter 441, 

3) A home for the aged and infirmed
required to be licensed under ORS chapter
442, or

4) A group care home required to be
licensed under ORS chapter 443
1961 c 316 s 1, 1963 c 202 s 1, 1969 c 641 s 18, 1973

c 832 s 101

479.215 Institution not to be licensed
or certificated unless in compliance with
fire safety requirements; inspection; list
of licensed or approved institutions. ( 1) 
Except as provided in subsection ( 3) of this
section or in ORS 479 217, the Health Divi- 
sion shall not issue an initial license or an

initial certificate of approval to any institu- 
tion when the State Fire Marshal, or his
approved representative as provided in sub- 

section ( 3) of this section, notifies in writing
that the institution is not in substantial
compliance with all applicable laws and

rules relating to safety from fire established
pursuant to ORS 476 030

2) On January 1st of each year or as
soon thereafter as practicable the Health
Division shall furnish the State Fire Mar- 
shal with a complete list of all institutions

licensed or approved by it within the State
of Oregon

3) The State Fire Marshal, his deputy or
the approved authority shall make or have
made at least once each year an inspection
of any such licensed or approved institution
to determine its substantial compliance with
the laws and rules as provided in subsection

1) of this section If any required corrective
measures are not completed within the

reasonable time fixed or an extension thereof

made by order of the inspecting authority, 
the Health Division shall be notified of the
fact of noncompliance and appropriate action
shall be initiated in accordance with provi- 
sions of ORS 476 030 and 479 170 Except as

provided in ORS 479 217, if, at any time, 
the State Fire Marshal, or his deputy, or the
approved authority notifies the Health
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Division in writing that an institution is not
in substantial compliance with all applicable

laws and rules as provided in subsection ( 1) 
of this section, the Health Division shall

deny, withhold, suspend or revoke the license
or certificate of approval of the institution

4) When an area has been exempted by
the State Fire Marshal under ORS 476 030, 
certification, annual inspection and notifica- 

tion of noncompliance when appropriate, 

shall be made and performed by the ap- 
proved authority of the governmental subdi- 
vision having jurisdiction in such area
1961 c 316 s 2, 1963 c 202 s 2, 1965 c 602 s 21, 1973

c 832 s 11] 

479.217 Temporary permit in lieu of
inspection approval under ORS 479.215; 
cancellation; extention or renewal. ( 1) In

lieu of an inspection approval by the State
Fire Marshal or the approved authority of a
governmental subdivision having jurisdiction
in an area exempted by the State Fire Mar- 
shal, under ORS 479 215 for institutions
licensed under ORS 418 005 to 418 025, 
418 035 to 418 315, 418 355 to 418 370, 
418 405 to 418 470, 418 505 to 418 565 and
418 610 to 418 730 and ORS chapters 441, 
442 and 443, the State Fire Marshal or the
approved authority may issue a temporary
permit which meets the requirements of ORS

479 215 for licensing of such institutions
The temporary permit may be issued only
when it appears that

a) The facilities for protection from fire
in an institution are adequate so that the

institution can operate without jeopardizing
the health or safety of its residents or
patients, and

b) The institution can comply with all
applicable laws and rules relating to safety
from fire within a period of two years from
the date of issuance of the temporary permit

2) In issuing the temporary permit, the
State Fire Marshal or approved authority of
the governmental subdivision having juris- 
diction in an exempt area may require that
during the two -year period in which the
temporary permit is in effect

a) Plans for compliance with all applica- 

ble laws and rules relating to safety from
fire be submitted with the application for a
temporary permit, 

b) Periodic reports be submitted on the
progress of the plans for compliance, and

c) Special temporary provisions specified
by the State Fire Marshal or the approved
authority be maintained for the protection
from fire of the residents or patients of the
institution
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3) If at any time, the State Fire Mar- 
shal or the approved authority determines
that the facilities for protection from fire at
the institution are no longer adequate to
protect the residents or patients or that the
requirements imposed under subsection ( 2) of
this section are not being maintained, the
State Fire Marshal or the approved authority

shall cancel the temporary permit and shall
notify the Health Division of such cancella- 
tion

4) Extensions and renewals may be
granted on the temporary permit
1963 c 202 s 5, 1965 c 602 s 22, 1973 c 832 s 121

479.220 Institution inspection by
State Fire Marshal; notification to Health
Division of noncompliance. When applica- 
tion is made for the initial issuance or rein- 

statement of a license or certificate of ap- 
proval to operate and maintain an institu- 

tion, or for an enlargement or addition to a
licensed or approved institution, the Health
Division shall notify in writing the State
Fire Marshal, and he or his deputy, or the
approved authority in the case of an institu- 
tion located in an area exempted under ORS
476 030, shall within 30 days inspect the
institution as authorized by ORS 476 080
and within that time shall notify the Health
Division in writing when the institution is
not substantially in compliance with all
applicable laws and rules
1961 c 316 s 3, 1963 c 202 s 3, 1965 c 602 s 23, 1967

c 89 s 9, 1973 c 632 s 131

479 410[ Repealed by 1959 c 406 s 341

479.420[ Repealed by 1959 c 406 s 341

479 430[Repealed by 1959 c 406 s 341

479.440fAmended by 1955 c 689 s 1, 1957 c 429 s 1, 
repealed by 1959 c 406 s 341

479.450[ Repealed by 1959 c 406 s 341

ELECTRICAL SAFETY LAW

479.510 Short title. ORS 479 510 to

479 850 may be cited as the Electrical Safe- 
ty Law
11959 c 406 s 11

479.520 Purpose. The purpose of ORS
479 510 to 479 850 and subsection ( 5) of
479 990 is to protect the health and safety of
the people of Oregon from the danger of
electrically caused shocks, fires and explo- 
sions and to protect property situated in
Oregon from the hazard of electrically
caused fires and explosions To accomplish
this purpose the Legislative Assembly in- 
tends to provide a procedure

1) For determining where and by whom
electrical installations are being made and
electrical products are being sold in this
state

2) To assure the public that persons

making electrical installations in this state
are qualified by experience and training

3) To assure the public that electrical

installations made and electrical products

sold in this state meet minimum safety
standards

4) For the administration and enforce- 
ment of ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and subsec- 
tion ( 5) of 479 990 by the Department of
Commerce

5) By which the cost of administering
and enforcing ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and
subsection ( 5) of 479 990 is defrayed by the
collection of fees in connection with the

issuing of labels, certificates of registration
and electrical licenses and the collection of
fines
1959 c 406 s 21

479.530 Definitions for ORS 479.510
to 479.850. As used in ORS 479 510 to
479 850, unless the context requires other- 
wise

1) " Approved testing laboratory" means
a testing laboratory making scientific safety
tests of electrical products in its plant by
testing individual samples, specimens and
prototypes thereof, and maintaining an

adequate system of follow -up inspections in
this state of the class of electrical products

tested in the laboratory and offered for sale
or distributed in this state

2) " Board" means the Electrical Advi- 

sory Board appointed under ORS 479 800
3) " Certificate of registration" means a

certificate issued by the Department of
Commerce to a dealer in electrical products
showing that the dealer has registered

4) " Certified electrical product" means

a) An electrical product listed in the
published list of Underwriters Laboratories

dated May 19, 1958, and the supplements
thereto through December 1958 as an
approved electrical product, and which has
not been decertified

b) An electrical product certified by the
Department of Commerce under subsection

2) of ORS 479 760 which has not been
decertified

c) A gas using device, with electrical
components, listed in the published list of
American Gas Association Laboratories, 

dated January 1, 1959, as complying with
American Standard Requirements and which
has not been decertified
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5) " Competent inspection service' means
the electrical inspection service of a city or
county

6) " Electrical installations" include

construction, installation, maintenance and

repair of electrical wiring and electrical
equipment to be operated thereby, except
communication and signal systems of rail- 

road companies

7) " Electrical product" includes any
electrical equipment, appliance, material, 

device or apparatus to convey or be operated
by electrical current

8) " Household appliance label" includes
labels for installation of farming irrigation
pumps, household appliances and additions
to electric wiring in residences

9) " Label' means a card signed by the
Director of Commerce or a competent inspec- 
tion service and issued to an electrical

contractor or property owner indicating that
the electrical installation proposed has been

tentatively approved by the signer as meet- 
ing the minimum safety standards

10) " License' means an annual permit
issued by the Department of Commerce
under ORS 479 630 authorizing the person
whose name appears as licensee thereon to

act as an electrical contractor, supervising
electrician, journeyman or apprentice electri- 

cian as indicated thereon

11) " Minimum safety standards" means
safety standards prescribed by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce under ORS 479 730, 
except as provided in ORS 479 720

12) " Persons" includes individuals, 

corporations, associations, firms, partner- 
ships and joint stock companies

13) " Serving agency" means a person
principally engaged in the business of
generating or selling electricity in connection
with the construction or maintenance of
electrical lines, wires or equipment

14) " Uncertified product" includes all
electrical products which are not certified
1959 c 406 s 3, 1971 c 753 s 55, 1973 c 834 s 351

479.540 Exemptions. ( 1) No person is
required to obtain a license to make an elec- 

trical installation on property which is
owned by himself or a member of his imme- 
diate family, and not presently intended for
sale

2) No electrical contractor license is
required in connection with an electrical
installation

a) Of meters and similar devices by a
serving agency for measuring electricity

b) Of ignition or lighting systems for
motor vehicles
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c) To be made by a person on his proper- 
ty in connection with his business

d) To be made by a public utility or
municipality for generation, transmission or
distribution of electricity on property which
it owns or manages

3) No person whose sole business is
generating or selling electncity in connection
with the construction or maintenance of
electrical lines, wires or equipment, is
required to obtain a certificate of registra- 
tion or license to transform, transmit or
distribute electricity from its source to the
service head of the premises to be supplied
thereby

4) No certificate of registration is
required to sell, dispose of by gift or other- 
wise any electrical product within the limits
of cities and counties maintaining a compe- 
tent inspection service and making periodical
inspections of electrical stock of dealers in
electrical products

5) No certificate of registration or
license is required for temporary demonstra- 
tions

6) The provisions of ORS 479 510 to
479 850 shall not apply to electrical products
owned by, supplied to, or to be supplied to
public utilities as defined in ORS 757 005, 

nor to electrical installations made by or for
such a public utility where the electrical
installations are an integral part of the

equipment of such utility

7) No label is required for the repair, 
alteration or replacement of existing electri- 
cal equipment of an industrial plant

8) In cases of emergency in industrial
plants no label is required in advance for
electrical installation made by a person
licensed under subsections ( 2), ( 4) and ( 6) of
ORS 479 630 if an application accompanied
by appropriate fee for a label is submitted to
the Department of Commerce within five
days after the commencement of such
electrical work

9) No person is required to obtain a
license or label to set in place a certified
electrical product or make a connection

therefrom to services and facilities other
than electrical
1959 c 406 s 4, 1973 c 834 s 36] 

479.550 No work on new electrical
installation until label issued. Except as
provided in subsections ( 4), ( 8) and ( 9) of

ORS 479 540, no person shall work on any
new electrical installation for which a label
has not been issued
1959 c 406 s 51
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479.560 Issuance of label; when label
becomes void; industrial plant electrical
inspection permit in lieu of label. ( 1) The
Department of Commerce shall issue a label
to

a) Any applicant who has complied with
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and the rules issued

thereunder, covering an electrical installa- 
tion to be made on the applicant's own

property not intended for sale, lease or rent
b) A licensed electrical contractor whose

application for such an inspection label is
signed by a licensed supervising electrician
and is accompanied by a statement that
upon completing the electrical installation
the supervising electrician will promptly
notify the Department of Commerce of its
location and time of completion

2) A label issued to an electrical con- 

tractor upon the request of his supervising
electncan is void upon the end of the em- 

ployment of such supervising electrician
before completion of the electrical installa- 

tion

3) Except for the installation or altera- 
tion of an electrical service, the owner or

operating manager of an industrial plant, in
lieu of the requirement for an inspection
label, may apply to the Department of
Commerce for an industrial plant electrical
inspection permit under which the depart- 
ment will cause an annual or semiannual

inspection to be made of the electrical
installations in the plant The department
shall promulgate rules and regulations in

accordance with ORS chapter 183 for the
issuance of the permit and for the conduct of
the inspections, including the granting of a
waiver of payment of label fees and the
fixing and collecting of inspection fees at the
cost of making the inspection according to
the time required of the inspector
11959 c 406 w 6, 7, 1961 c 693 s 1, 1971 c 753 s 561

479.570 Label must be countersigned

before energizing or connecting electrical
installation. Except in a plant or system of

a public utility as defined in ORS 757 005, 
no electrical installation shall be energized
or connected by a person who sells electricity
unless a label is attached thereto which has
been countersigned by either the owner of
the property on which it is located or a li- 
censed electrical contractor

1959 c 406 s 81

479.610 Certificate of registration

required for dealer in electrical prod- 
ucts. Except as provided in ORS 479 540, no
person shall engage in the business of sell- 

mg electrical products or supplies without a
certificate of registration as a dealer in elec- 
trical products No person shall, without
such a certificate of registration, sell or dis- 
pose of by gift or otherwise in connection
with his business an electrical product
1959 c 406 s 91

479.620 License required of electrical

contractors, supervising electricians, 

journeyman electricians and electrical

apprentices; permitting electrical instal- 
lations to be made by persons not li- 
censed to do so prohibited. Subject to
ORS 479 540, no person shall

1) Engage in the business of making
electrical installations without an electrical

contractor' s license
2) Direct, supervise or control the

making of an electrical installation without
a supervising electrician' s license

3) Make any electrical installation
without a supervising or journeyman
electrician's license

4) Perform work on an electrical instal- 

lation as an apprentice electrician without
an electrical apprentice's license

5) Permit or suffer any electrical instal- 
lation on property which he owns, controls, 
manages or supervises to be made by a
person not licensed to make such an installa- 
tion
1959 c 406 s 101

479.630 Requirements for obtaining
licenses. Upon payment of the fee required
by ORS 479 840, the Department of Com- 
merce shall issue

1) An electrical contractor's license to a
person engaging in or carrying on a business
of making electrical installations who has
complied with ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and
the rules issued thereunder

2) A general supervising electrician's
license to a person who has complied with
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and the rules issued
thereunder, who passes a written examina- 

tion prepared by the Electrical Advisory
Board and administered by the department
and who submits proof satisfactory to the
Electrical Advisory Board that he has had at
least four years of general experience install- 

ing, maintaining and repairing electrical
wires and equipment as a journeyman

electrician

3) A limited supervising electrician's
license to a person who has complied with
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and the rules issued
thereunder, who passes a written examina- 

tion prepared by the Electrical Advisory
141
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Board and administered by the department
and who submits proof satisfacotry to the
board that he has had at least four years of
specialized experience in a recognized branch

of the electrical trade on the journeyman

level A person licensed under this subsec- 
tion shall be authorized to supervise the
class of electrical work included in the

branch of the electrical trade and for which
he has passed an examination administered
by the department

4) A general journeyman electrician' s
license to a person who has complied with
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and the rules issued
thereunder, who passes a written examina- 

tion prepared by the Electrical Advisory
Board and administered by the department
and who submits proof satisfactory to the
board that he has had at least four years of
general experience as an apprentice or its

equivalent in installing, maintaining and
repairing electrical wires and equipment

5) A limited journeyman electrician's
license to a person who has complied with
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and the rules issued
thereunder, who passes a written examina- 

tion prepared by the Electrical Advisory
Board and administered by the department
and who submits proof satiifactory to the
board that he has had at least four years of
specialized experience as an apprentice or its

equivalent in a recognized branch of the
electrical trade A person licensed under this
subsection shall be authorized to perform the
class of electrical work included in the

branch of the electrical trade for which he
has passed an examination administered by
the department

6) An electrical apprentice' s license to a
person who has complied with ORS chapter
660 as an electrical apprentice and who has
complied with ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and
the rules issued thereunder

7) An electrical apprentice' s license to a
trainee toward a limited journeyman's
license in a recognized branch of the electri- 
cal trade who is employed by an employer
who also employs a holder of either a gener- 
al journeyman electrician's license or a
limited journeyman electrician's license and
who also conducts an electrical training
program in such a recognized branch of the

electrical trade approved by the Electrical
Advisory Board as being a training program
which will adequately prepare the trainee
for such limited journeyman' s license provid- 
ing that such trainee has complied with ORS
479 510 to 479 850 and the rules issued
thereunder
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8) A limited maintenance electrician' s
license to a person who has complied with
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and the rules issued
thereunder, who passes a written examina- 

tion prepared by the Electrical Advisory
Board and administered by the department
on repair and maintenance of electric mo- 

tors, control systems, switches and lighting
systems and on the use of testing equipment, 
and who submits proof satisfactory to the
board that he has had sufficient experience
in the repair and maintenance of electrical
wiring and equipment of the type and nature
used in an industrial plant A person li- 
censed under this subsection and who has

passed a written examination prepared by
the Electrical Advisory Board and adminis- 
tered by the department shall be authorized
to maintain and repair electrical installa- 
tions required on the premises of industrial
plants No more than one person licensed
under this subsection shall engage in such

maintenance and repair work on any one
work shift No workman or applicant for
license under this subsection shall be deemed
in violation of this chapter by reason of
electrical maintenance and repair work

performed during the period of required
experience whenever required prior to

August 9, 1961 An annual inspection of the
premises upon which electrical work is

performed by persons licensed under this
subsection shall be made by a state electrical
inspector for an annual fee of not less than

15 nor more than $40, based upon the time
required for the inspection, payable to the
department
1959 c 406 s 11, 1961 c 693 s 2, 1963 c 151 s 1, 1971

c 753 s 19] 

479.640 Issue and expiration dates of
licenses and certificates. All licenses and
certificates of registration issued under ORS
479 510 to 479 850 shall bear the date of
issuance and shall expire on the July 1 fol- 
lowing the date of issuance However, the
board may vary the dates of certificate or
license renewal by giving to the applicant
written notice of the renewal date being
assigned and by making prorated adjust- 
ments in the renewal fee
1959 c 406 s 12, 1975 c 429 s 41

479.650 Renewal of licenses and cer- 
tificates. Upon payment of the fee required
by ORS 479 840, the holder of a license or
certificate of registration who has complied
with ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and the rules
issued thereunder is entitled to renewal at

the expiration thereof Any supervising
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electrician's license or journeyman

electrician's license or renewal thereof issued

by the Labor Commissioner prior to January
1, 1963, shall be deemed to have been issued
under lawful authority
1959 c 406 s 13, 1963 c 151 s 21

479.660 Revocation, cancellation or
suspension of license or certificate. The
Electrical Advisory Board shall revoke the
license of any licensee who does not meet
the minimum qualifications prescribed by
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 for that license
Subject to ORS 183 430, the board may sum- 
marily suspend or cancel any license or cer- 
tificate of registration issued under ORS
479 510 to 479 850 if the person in whose
name it was issued

1) Deliberately falsifies his application
for the license or certificate of registration

2) Allows himself to be held out falsely
as the person directing, supervising or
making an electrical installation

3) Wilfully violates any provision of
ORS 479 510 to 479 850 or any rule issued
thereunder

4) Serves as a supervising electrician for
more than one employer

5) Persistently fails promptly to notify
the department of the location of installa- 
tions for which labels were issued on hie
representation that such notice would be
promptly given upon completion of the
installations. 

1959 c 406 s 14, 1971 c 753 s 20] 

479.670 Maintenance of action or

suit by unlicensed person prohibited. 
Except to appeal from an act or determina- 
tion of the Electrical Advisory Board, no
person carrying on, conducting or transacting
business regulated by ORS 479 510 to
479 850 is entitled to maintain a suit or
action in the courts of this state involving
such business or work in connection there- 
with, without alleging and proving that he
was licensed to perform such work or trans- 
act such business
1959 c 406 s 15, 1971 c 753 s 211

479.710 Electrical installations must

meet minimum safety standards. Except
as provided in ORS 479 540 and 479 720, no
person shall make, supervise or direct the
making of an electrical installation which
does not meet minimum safety standards
1959 c 406 s 16( 1)] 

479.720 Certain minimum safety

standards applicable until different ones

adopted. Until different standards are

adopted by the Department of Commerce
under ORS 479 730, the standards now used

by Underwriters Laboratories for the purpose
of approving electrical products and referred
to in General List of Standards dated Octo- 
ber 1958, the standards now used by Ameri- 
can Gas Association Laboratories for the
purpose of testing gas using devices with
electrical components and approved by Amer- 
ican Standards Association, in effect on Jan- 
uary 1, 1959, and standards adopted by the
American Standards Association for electri- 
cal installations on September 4, 1956, ap- 
pearing in Pamphlet NBFU - 70, pages 9
through 345, under the title of National
Electrical Code are considered minimum

safety standards
1959 c 406 s 171

479.730 Matters to be covered by
rules. In compliance with ORS 183 310 to
183 500 the Department of Commerce, in
consultation with the board, shall adopt rea- 
sonable rules

1) Establishing, altering or revoking
minimum safety standards for workmanship
and materials in various classifications of
electrical installations

2) Establishing, altering or revoking
minimum safety standards for design and
construction of electrical products to be sold
or disposed of in this state

3) Relating to the procedure for certify- 
ing and decertifying electrical products to be
sold or disposed of in this state

4) Governing the application and exami- 
nation for certificates of registration issued

under ORS 479 510 to 479 850
5) Governing the issuance, renewal, 

suspension and revocation of certificates of

registration issued under ORS 479 510 to
479 850

6) Prescribing times, places and circum- 
stances that labels and certificates of regis- 
tration shall be exhibited for inspection

7) Governing the internal organization
and procedure for administering and enforc- 
ing ORS 479 510 to 479 850 and subsection
5) of 479 990

8) Establishing, altering, approving or
revoking minimum standards for electrical
training programs
1959 c 406 s 19, 1963 c 151 s 7, 1971 c 753 s 241

479.740 Factors to be considered in
adopting rules; incorporation of stand- 
ards by reference. ( 1) In adopting rules
under ORS 479 730 the Department of Com- 
merce shall consider
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a) Technological advances in the electri- 
cal industry

b) The practicability of following the
standards under consideration, if adopted

c) The probability, extent and gravity of
the injury to the public or property which
would result from failure to follow the
standards under consideration

d) Safety standards followed, proposed
or approved by responsible members of the
electrical industry

2) After considering the factors in
subsection ( 1) of this section, the Department
of Commerce may incorporate by reference
proposed safety standards of the electrical
industry or independent organizations The
Department of Commerce may formulate and
adopt independent safety standards if stand- 

ards proposed by the industry and independ- 
ent organizations are not acceptable to it
1959 c 406 ss 20, 211

479.760 Certification of electrical
products. ( 1) Except as provided in ORS
479 540 and 479 720

a) No person shall sell, offer for sale or
dispose of by gift or otherwise any uncerti- 
fled electrical product

b) No electrical product shall be certi- 
fied unless it meets minimum safety stand- 
ards

2) Any person may apply to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce to have an electrical
product certified

a) By submitting a specimen, sample or
prototype to the Department of Commerce
for testing within a reasonable time before
the date on which certification will be
required, together with a fee set by the
Department of Commerce sufficient to defray
the cost of shipment and testing Not later
than six months after receipt of a specimen, 
prototype or sample the Department of
Commerce shall complete the required
testing and give his decision certifying or
rejecting the product, or

b) By submitting satisfactory proof to
the Department of Commerce that a speci- 
men, sample or prototype of the product
requested to be certified has been inspected
by an approved testing laboratory using the
same standard used by the Department of
Commerce and has *been found to be safe

3) For the purpose of making the test
provided in paragraph ( a) of subsection ( 2) of
this section, the Department of Commerce
may appoint a special deputy or enter into
an appropriate contract with an approved

testing laboratory
1959 c 406 ss 16 ( 2) and ( 3), 22, 231
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479.800 Electrical Advisory Board; 
members; appointment; payment of ex- 
penses. ( 1) The Director of Commerce shall
appoint an Electrical Advisory Board to ad- 
minister the licensing program under ORS
479 630

2) The board shall consist of the number
of members fixed pursuant to ORS 670 340, 
and shall include persons representing
journeyman electricians, electrical contrac- 

tors, the power and light industry, the
industrial plants regularly employing li- 
censed electricians and fire underwriters

3) Expenses incurred by the board shall
be paid from the Electrical Regulation
Account
1971 c 753 s 23] 

Note 479 800 was added to and made a part of
ORS chapter 479, but not to 479 510 to 479850, by
legislative action

479.810 Administration and enforce- 
ment. ( 1) The Electrical Advisory Board
shall administer and enforce ORS 479 510 to
479 850 and subsection ( 5) of 479 990 The
Director of Commerce shall appoint an ade- 
quate staff of competent persons experienced
and trained to serve as electrical inspectors
The advisory board shall assist him in re- 
viewing determinations made by the staff
involving electrical installations or products

and to assist in formulating rules under ORS
479 730

2) The board shall consist of five or
more persons equally representing journey- 
man electricians, electrical contractors, the
power and light industry, the industrial
plants regularly employing licensed electri- 
cians, and fire underwriters A representa- 
tive of the department staff of electrical

inspectors shall serve ex officio as secretary
of the board The members of the board shall
serve at the pleasure of the Director of
Commerce
1959 c 406 s 18, 1961 c 693 s 3, 1969 c 314 s 53, 1971

c 753 s 221

479.820 Duties and powers in enforc- 
ing law. ( 1) The Department of Commerce
shall

a) Check the authenticity, appropriate- 
ness and expiration dates of licenses and
certificates of registration issued under ORS
479 510 to 479 850

b) Inspect electrical installations and
products for which a label, license or certifi- 
cate of registration is required by ORS
479 510 to 479 850
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c) Inspect labels attached to electrical
installations or products for which a label is
required by ORS 479 510 to 479 850

2) If the Department of Commerce finds
that the electrical installation or product

fails to comply with minimum safety stand- 
ards, it may disconnect or order the discon- 
nection of service thereto

3) If the Department of Commerce finds
that the condition of an electrical installa- 

tion or product constitutes an immediate

hazard to life or property, it may cut or
disconnect any wire necessary to remove
such hazard

4) Upon written request of appropriate
municipal personnel, the Department of

Commerce may make inspections of electri- 
cal installations and products within cities

and counties Such inspections shall be made
at cost, in accordance with local municipal
ordinances, payable on a monthly basis

5) For the purpose of discharging any
duty imposed by ORS 479 510 to 479 850 or
exercising authority conferred hereby the
Department of Commerce may, during
reasonable hours, enter any building, enclo- 
sure, or upon any premises where electrical
work is in progress, where an electrical

installation has been made or where electri- 

cal equipment or products may be located
No person shall obstruct or interfere with

the Department of Commerce in performance
of any of its duties or the exercise of any
authority conferred under this section
1959 c 406 ss 24, 25, 1973 c 834 s 371

479.830 Enjoining violations. When it
appears to the Department of Commerce that
any person is engaged or about to engage in
an act or practice which constitutes a viola- 

tion of ORS 479 510 to 479 850 or the rules
issued thereunder, the Department of Com- 
merce may, without bond, obtain an order
from an appropriate circuit court enjoining
such act or practice

1959 c 406 s 261

479.840 Fees. Subject to ORS 479 560, 
479 630 and 479 650, upon receipt of the
following fee the Department of Commerce
shall issue or renew a license, label or certif- 
icate of registration applied for under ORS
479 510 to 479 850

1) $ 125 for an electrical contractor' s

license for each place of business operated by
the applicant

2) $ 25 for a general or limited supervis- 

ing electrician's license
3) $ 15 for a general journeyman or

limited journeyman electrician' s license

4) $ 10 for a limited maintenance
electrician's license

5) $ 10 for a label for residence wiring of
not more than 1, 000 square feet, $ 15 for

such wiring in excess of 1, 000 but not more
than 2, 000 square feet, and $ 20 for such

wiring in excess of 2, 000 square feet
6) The fees in this subsection shall

apply for a label for the installation, altera- 
tion or relocation of a temporary, multifami- 

ly with a central service, commercial or
industrial service and shall be deemed to

include any other fees that may be required
under ORS 479 510 to 479 850

a) $ 5 for each temporary construction
service for lighting or power

b) $ 10 for each multifamily, commercial
or industrial service not over 100 amperes, 

15 for each such installation in excess of

100 but not more than 200 amperes, $ 25 for
each such installation in excess of 200 but
not more than 400 amperes, $ 35 for each

such installation in excess of 400 but not
more than 600 amperes, $ 45 for each such
installation in excess of 600 amperes How- 
ever, only one fee shall be charged for each
class of service under this subsection Where
the service constitutes a load center, and no
feeders are involved, the only fee applicable
shall be the service fee in this subsection

c) $ 100 for each service exceeding 600
volts Where a fee is charged under this
subsection no charge shall be made under
paragraph ( b) of this subsection

7) " Service," for the sole purpose of

determining fees in accordance with subsec- 
tion ( 6) of this section, includes all conduc- 

tors and equipment not individually protect- 

ed by overcurrent devices, but does not
include conductors or equipment for deliver- 

ing energy from a serving agency
8) In addition to the fees provided for in

subsection ( 6) of this section the following
commercial and industrial fees shall apply
for a label for installation, alteration or
relocation of distribution feeders and shall
be deemed to include any other fees that
may be required under ORS 479 510 to
479 850

a) $ 5 for each feeder not more than 100
amperes

b) $ 10 for each feeder in excess of 100
amperes but not more than 200 amperes

c) $ 15 for each feeder in excess of 200
amperes but not more than 400 amperes

d) $ 20 for each feeder in excess of 400
amperes

e) $ 25 for each feeder in excess of 600
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9) The miscellaneous fees in this subsec- 
tion shall apply to all situations not covered
by other subsections of this section

a) $ 5 for a label for each trailer or
mobile home space at which an electrical
outlet or outlets of any capacity are in- 
stalled

b) $ 5 for a label for each farm irrigation
pump, farm building or structure, excluding
farm dwellings which are classified as a
single or multifamily residence

c) $ 5 for a label for the installation of
each electrical sign or outline lighting

d) $ 5 for a label for each new circuit, 
circuit alteration or circuit extension ( of over
50 volts) where the service and feeder
installations are existing However, the
maximum fee shall not exceed $ 10 for all
circuits attached to distribution feeders

e) $ 5 for a label for each residential
unit heat installation in an existing resi- 
dence where no new or altered service is
required and where the installation will
furnish the predominant source of heat for
such unit

10) $ 25 for a regular certificate of
registration for each place of business of a
dealer in electrical products or supplies
However, those dealers who can show the
Department of Commerce that their sales of
electrical products or supplies are sporadic or
do not account for a material part of their
income shall be exempt from the provisions
of this subsection

11) $ 15 per hour for travel time and
special inspections in extraordinary circum- 
stances or under special agreement between

the Department of Commerce and any
person requesting a special inspection

12) The fees provided for in this section
shall not apply to persons paying inspection
fees under the terms of subsection ( 3) of
ORS 479 560 or subsection ( 8) of ORS
479 630

13) Each electrical contractor may
furnish to the Department of Commerce a
corporate surety bond to be approved by the
Department of Commerce, or a cash bond
under procedures approved by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, in the sum of $ 2, 000
guaranteeing the payment of all fees provid- 
ed for under ORS 479 510 to 479 850 Before
commencing any electrical job an electrical
contractor who has a current bond under this
subsection may apply to the Department of
Commerce for a working label which shall
cost $ 5 The working label shall authorize
the electrical contractor to commence work
The total of all fees due for labels for each
job, and the time such fees are payable, 
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shall be determined by the Department of
Commerce by administrative rule under
subsection ( 8) of ORS 479 730 The bond

shall at all times be kept in force and any
cancellation or revocation thereof shall
revoke and suspend the license issued to the
principal until such time as a new bond
shall be filed and approved The Department
of Commerce may bring an action against
the surety named therein, with or without
joining in such action the principal named
in such bond
1959 c 406 s 27, 1967 c 418 s 1, 1969 c 436 s 1, 1975

c199s1] 

479.850 Disposition of receipts. All
receipts from fees, charges, costs, expenses
and fines provided for in ORS 479 510 to
479 850 and 479 990 when collected shall be
paid into the General Fund on the first day
of each month and credited to the Building
Code Account created by ORS 456 890
1959 c 406 s 28, 1971 c 753 s 57, 1973 c 528 s 18, 1973

c 834 s 481

PENALTIES

479.990 Penalties. ( 1) Violation of any
provision of ORS 479 020 to 479 130 or
479 160, or failure, neglect or refusal to com- 
ply with any requirements in these sections, 

is punishable, upon conviction, by a fine of
not more than $ 50 Each day's violation of
or failure to comply with these provisions
shall be deemed a separate offense

2) Violation of any provision of ORS
479 130 is punishable, upon conviction, by a
fine of not more than $ 50 Each day's
violation shall be deemed a separate offense

3) Violation of ORS 479150 is punish- 
able, upon conviction, by a fine of not less
than $ 10 nor more than $ 100, or by impris- 
onment in the county jail not less than 10
days nor more than six months, or both. 
Each day of failure to comply with the
provisions of ORS 479 150 shall be deemed a
separate offense

4) Any owner or occupant of any build- 
ing or premises who fails to comply with any
order provided for in ORS 479170 and not
appealed from, or with any such order of the
State Fire Marshal upon appeal to him, shall
be punished by a fine of not less than $ 10
nor more than $ 50 for each day' s neglect
Actions therefor shall be brought in the
name of the state by the Attorney General
or district attorney in any court of competent
jurisdiction in the county where the building
or premises are located All penalties, fees or
forfeitures collected under the provisions of
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this subsection shall be paid into the State
Treasury

5) Violation of any provision of ORS
479 510 to 479 850 is punishable, upon

conviction, by imprisonment in the county

jail for not more than 60 days, or by a fine
of not more than $ 100, or both

Amended by 1959 c 406 s 30, subsection ( 5) enacted as
1959 c 406 s 291
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