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SHERIFFS § 206.070

DUTIES OF SHERIFF

206.010 General duties of sheriff. The
sheriff is the chief executive officer and

conservator of the peace of the county. In
the execution of his office, it is his duty to: 

1) Arrest and commit to prison all
persons who break the peace, or attempt to
break it, and all persons guilty of public
offenses. 

2) Defend his county against those who, 
by riot or otherwise, endanger the public

peace or safety. 

3) Execute the process and orders of the
courts of justice or of judicial officers, when
delivered to him for that purpose, according
to law. 

4) Execute all warrants delivered to him
for that purpose by other public officers, 
according to law. 

5) Attend the terms of the Supreme, 
circuit, or county court held within his
county, and to obey its lawful orders or
directions. 

206.015 Qualifications of sheriff. The

sheriff shall: 

1) Be not less than 21 years old; 
2) Be certified or eligible for certifica- 

tion by the Board on Police Standards and
Training; and

3) Have at least four years' experience
in law enforcement or two years' post -high
school education, or any combination of
experience and education for at least four
years. 

1971 c. 299 s. l] 

Note: Section 2, chapter 299, Oregon Laws 1971, 
provides: 

Sec. 2. Section 1 of this Act [ 206.015] does not
apply to any sheriff in office on the operative date of
this Act [ December 8, 1972]. 

206.020 Keeping records of and dis- 
position of fees. ( 1) Every sheriff shall keep
in his office a fee book or a system of re- 
ceipts which shall be a public record, and in
which shall be entered promptly all items of
services performed and fees collected, with
the name of the person for whom such serv- 
ices were performed, and the amount collect- 
ed. 

2) The sheriff shall deposit each month
with the county treasurer all such sums
collected by him during the month next
preceding, except the sums received for the
care or preservation of property, and shall
take the treasurer' s duplicate receipts

therefor, which receipts shall specify the
kind of service performed, for whom per- 

formed, and the amount received for such
service. 

3) The sheriff shall immediately file one
of the receipts with the county auditor and, 
if there is no county auditor, with the county
clerk. 

206.030 Duty to execute process and
make return. An officer to whom any pro- 
cess, order or paper is delivered shall execute
or serve it according to its command or di- 
rection, or as required by law, and must

make a written return of the execution or
service thereof. 

206.040 Execution of process and

service of papers. When any process, order
or paper is delivered to an officer, to be exe- 
cuted or served, he shall deliver to the per- 
son delivering it, if required, on payment of
his fee, a written memorandum, specifying
the names of the parties in the process, or- 
der or paper, the general nature thereof and

the day on which it was received. He shall
also, when required by law, or upon the re- 
quest of the party served, without fee, deliv- 
er to him a copy thereof. 

206.050 Commanding assistance in

process serving. ( 1) When an officer finds, 
or has reason to apprehend, that resistance
will be made to the execution or service of

any process, order or paper delivered to him
for execution or service, and authorized by
law, he may command as many male inhab- 
itants of his county as he may think proper
and necessary to assist him in overcoming
the resistance, and if necessary, in seizing, 
arresting and confining the resisters and
their aiders and abettors, to be punished

according to law. 
2) National guard members are exempt

from any service commanded under subsec- 
tion ( 1) of this section while they continue
to be active members. 
Amended by 1961 c. 454 s. 209] 

206.060 When sheriff justified in ex- 

ecuting process. A sheriff is justified in the
execution of process regular on its face, and
appearing to have been issued by competent
authority, whatever may be the defect in the
proceedings in which it was issued. 

206.070 Excusing liability of sheriff
in execution of process. No direction or

authority by a party or his attorney to a
sheriff or his officer, in respect to the execu- 
tion of process or the return thereof, or to
any act or omission relating thereto, can be
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shown to discharge or excuse the sheriff
from a liability for neglect or misconduct, 
unless it is contained in a writing signed by
the party to be charged or affected thereby
or his attorney. 

206.080 Certificate of election or

appointment to new sheriff; service on
former sheriff. When a new sheriff is elect- 
ed or appointed, and has qualified, the coun- 
ty clerk shall give him a certificate of that
fact, under his seal of office. Whenever

thereafter the new sheriff is authorized by
statute to enter upon the duties of the office, 
he shall serve such certificate upon the for- 
mer sheriff, from which time his powers
cease, except when otherwise specially pro- 
vided. 

206.090 Delivery of jail, process and
prisoners to new sheriff. Within one day
after the service of the certificate referred to
in ORS 206.080 upon the former sheriff, he
shall deliver to his successor: 

1) The jail of the county, with its
appurtenances and the property of the

county therein. 
2) The prisoners then confined in the

county jail. 
3) The process or other papers in his

custody, authorizing or relating to the

confinement of the prisoners, or if they have
been returned, a written memorandum of

them and the time and place of their return. 
4) All process for the arrest of a party, 

and all papers relating to the summoning of
jurors which have not been fully executed. 

5) All executions and final process, 
except those which he has executed, or has
begun to execute, by the collection of money
or a levy on property. 

6) All process or other papers for the
enforcement of a provisional remedy not
fully executed. 

206. 100 Written assignment of items
delivered. The former sheriff shall also at
the time referred to in ORS 206.090 deliver
to the new sheriff a written assignment of
the property, process, papers and prisoners
delivered. The new sheriff shall thereupon
acknowledge in writing, upon the assign- 

ment, the receipt of the property, process, 
papers and prisoners therein specified, fur- 

nish the former sheriff a certified copy
thereof and file the original in the county
clerk's office. 

206.110 Return of process by former
sheriff; completion of execution of pro- 

cess by successor; duty of successor as
to defective or lost deeds. ( 1) The former
sheriff shall return all process, whether be- 
fore or after judgment or decree, which he
has fully executed, and the new sheriff and
his successor in office shall complete the
execution of all final process which his pred- 
ecessor commenced and did not complete. 

2) In all cases where real property is
sold under execution by any sheriff, and he
fails or neglects during his term of office, by
virtue of the expiration thereof, or otherwise, 
to make or execute a proper sheriff's deed
conveying the property to the purchaser, or
if through mistake in its execution, or

otherwise, any sheriff's deed is inoperative, 
or if by reason of the loss of an unrecorded
sheriff's deed, the purchaser, his heirs or
assigns or successors in interest desire the
execution of another sheriff's deed, the

sheriff in office at any time after the pur- 
chaser is entitled to a deed shall execute
such conveyance. When executed to cure or

replace a defective or lost deed such convey- 
ance shall be to the grantee in the defective
or lost deed, but shall relate back and be
deemed to take effect as of the date of the
execution of the defective or lost deed so as
to inure to the benefit of the heirs and
assigns, or other successors in interest, of
the grantee named therein. Such conveyance
so executed by the sheriff in office shall
have the same force and effect as if executed
by the sheriff who made the sale. 

206.120 Disposition of money in cus- 
tody when office vacant. When the official
term of office of any sheriff ends by expira- 
tion of his term, death, resignation, removal
from office or otherwise, the money in his
custody by virtue of his office, belonging to
the county or litigants, shall be turned over
immediately to his successor in office, and
duplicate itemized receipts therefor immedi- 
ately shall be filed with the county treasur- 
er. 

206. 130[Renumbered 206.3101

206. 140[ Renumbered 206.320] 

206.150[Renumbered 206.330] 

206.160[Renumbered 206. 340] 

206.170[Repealed by 1963 c. 331 s. 131

206.180 Location of sheriff' s office. 
The sheriff of each county shall keep an
office in such room or building, at the place
appointed by law for holding courts therein, 
as the county court may by order designate. 
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SHERIFFS

ORGANIZATION AND

EMPLOYES OF OFFICE OF
SHERIFF

206.210 Authority of sheriff over

organization of office. Notwithstanding the
provisions of ORS 241. 020 to 241. 990 or any
other county civil service law or regulation, 
the sheriff may organize the work of his
office so that: 

1) The various duties required of the

office may be assigned to appropriate depart- 
ments and divisions to be performed by
persons experienced and qualified for such
respective kinds of work. 

2) The duties of his various assistants, 
officers and deputies are coordinated so that, 
when not engaged in a particular duty
specified or directed to be done and not then
requiring attention, such persons shall

perform the other duties required of the
office and then required to be done. 

3) The cooperation among assistants, 
officers, deputies and employes in the

departments and divisions may be secured
for the purposes of avoiding duplication of
time and effort. 
1963 031 s. 21

206.220 Multnomah County sheriff

may appoint undersheriffs and adminis- 
trative aide; approval of county civil
service commission. ( 1) The sheriff of

Multnomah County may appoint an undersh- 
eriff, not more than four deputy undersher- 
iffs and an administrative aide to the sheriff
who shall all serve at the pleasure of the
sheriff. The appointment of each shall be in
writing and a certified copy of such appoint- 
ment shall be filed with the county clerk. 
Before entering upon the duties of their
respective offices, each shall take and file
with the county clerk an oath of office. 

2) The appointment of any deputy
undersheriff, before being filed with the
county clerk, shall be indorsed " approved" by
the county civil service commission if such
deputy undersheriff is found to meet the
qualifications for the office established by
the commission. 
1963 031 s. 31

206.230 Duties and qualifications of

undersheriffs. ( 1) An undersheriff is subor- 

dinate only to the sheriff. A deputy undersh- 
eriff is an assistant to the undersheriff and

may serve only as an officer in charge of a
division in the law enforcement department
of the office of the sheriff. The undersheriff
and deputy undersheriffs have the power to

206.330

perform any act or duty that the sheriff has. 
The sheriff shall be responsible for the con- 
duct of such officers. 

2) Qualifications of experience, fitness, 
habits and moral character for the office of
deputy undersheriff shall be established by
the county civil service commission. The

commission shall consult with and take into
consideration the recommendations of the

sheriff in establishing such qualifications. 
1963 c. 331 ss.4, 61

206.240 Duties of administrative

aide. An administrative aide to the sheriff
shall have such duties as are assigned to
him by the county sheriff, except that he
shall not have the power to act as a member

of any boards or commissions of which the
sheriff is a member nor shall he have the
power of authority to perform any statutory
duty of the sheriff. 
1963 c. 331 s. 51

206.250 Salaries of undersheriffs and

administrative aide. Salaries of the un- 

dersheriff, deputy undersheriffs and admin- 
istrative aide to the sheriff shall be paid out
of the county treasury in the same manner
as salaries of county officers are paid. 
1963 c. 331 s. 71

MISCELLANEOUS

206.300[ 1971 c.453 s. 1; repealed by 1975 c. 780 s. 161

206.310 Service of papers on sheriff. 

Personal service of a paper upon the sheriff

may be made by delivering it to a person
belonging to and in the office during office
hours, or if no such person is there, by leav- 
ing it in the office, or if the office is not
open, by delivering it to the county clerk or
his deputy, at the county clerk's office. 
Formerly 206. 1301

206.320 Audit and payment for serv- 
ice of sheriff to state. When a sheriff is
legally required to perform a service on be- 
half of the state, which is not chargeable to
his county or some other person, his account
therefor must be audited by the Secretary of
State, and paid out of the State Treasury. 
Formerly 206. 1401

206.330 Sheriff entitled to rewards. 

The sheriff is entitled to demand and receive
to his own use any reward offered in pur- 
suance of law for the apprehension of any
person charged with or suspected of crime, 
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206.340 COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS

when he has earned the same by a compli- 
ance with such offer. 

Formerly 206. 1501

206.340 Acting or having partner

acting as attorney prohibited. A sheriff, 

or any sheriff' s officer, is prohibited during
his continuance in office from acting or hav- 
ing a partner who acts as an attorney. 
Formerly 206. 160] 

206.345 Contracts with cities; author- 
ity under contract. (1) A sheriff shall have

authority to enter into contracts, jointly with
the governing body of the county, on behalf
of the county, as provided in ORS 190.010. 

2) During the existence of the contract, 
the sheriff and his deputies shall exercise
such authority as may be vested in them by
terms of the contract, including full power
and authority to arrest for violations of all
duly enacted ordinances of the contracting
city. 
1967 c.236 s. l] 

UNIFORMS

206.350 Uniform of members of Mult- 
nomah County sheriff' s office. Subject to
regulations that may from time to time be
prescribed by the sheriff of Multnomah
County, the uniform to be worn by members
of the Multnomah County sheriff's office
shall be of standard pattern and distinctive
design, as follows: 

1) Winter uniform: Dark bottle -green
elastique blouse or jacket with light hunter
green shoulder straps and pocket flaps, 

breeches or trousers of light hunter green
elastique material with dark bottle -green
stripe one and one -half inches wide on
outseam, eight point cap with dark bottle - 
green band and black leather visor, black
boots or shoes and dark bottle -green topcoat, 
all according to such detailed specifications
and regulations as may be adopted by the
sheriff of Multnomah County. 

2) Summer uniform: Dark Nile green
serge shirt with dark bottle -green shoulder
straps and pocket flaps, light hunter green
elastique breeches or trousers with dark
bottle -green stripe one and one -half inches
wide on outseam, black boots or shoes, eight
point cap with dark bottle -green band and
light hunter green bell and black leather
visor, and dark bottle -green zipper -type

woolen jacket, all according to such specifica- 
tions and regulations as may be adopted by
the sheriff of Multnomah County. 
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3) Insignia: An emblem of a wheel, 
spokes and wings embroidered in gold silk
with one -half inch gold silk letters above the
wheel, with the wording " Deputy Sheriff," to

be worn on the right shoulder. A patch of
like size, of same color, material and letters, 
worded " Multnomah County Police," is to be
worn on the left shoulder. Both emblem and
patch are to be sewn on the right and left
shoulders respectively of shirt, blouse, jacket
and topcoat. 

4) Badge: The badge shall be a star of
seven points measuring approximately three
inches between opposite points, in the center
of which shall be imposed in relief, a facsim- 
ile of the Vista House at Crown Point on the
Columbia River highway in Multnomah
County, to be worn on the left breast of
shirt, blouse, jacket and topcoat. The cap
badge shall consist of a shield above which
and attached thereto is a spread eagle and in
the center of the shield shall be imposed a
replica of Multnomah Falls set in blue
enameled background. All badges issued

members shall be of a composition metal in
similitude of gold. 

5) No person other than a member of
the Multnomah County sheriff's office shall
wear, use or order to be worn or used, copy
or imitate in any respect or manner the
standard uniforms specified in this section. 
Formerly 206. 1901

206.360 Uniforms of sheriffs and

deputies in other counties; design; cost. 
1) Subject to the provisions of ORS 206.350

and subject to regulations that may, from
time to time, be prescribed by any sheriff of
the State of Oregon as to use by himself and
such deputies regarding such uniforms, the
uniform to be worn by all sheriffs and the
regularly salaried deputies of such sheriffs
shall be of standard pattern and distinctive
design as follows: 

a) The jacket shall be an Eisenhower
jacket, made of Raeford 4662 -2193 brown
elastique, all wool 19 to 19 1/ 2 ounce with
Raeford 13507 -1690 shoulder straps, pocket
flaps and sleeve stripe; buttons with an " S" 
wreath shall be on front of jacket, pocket
flaps, shoulder straps and sleeves; subject to
such regulations of such sheriff, there shall

be an optional winter or utility jacket made
of brown nylon of waist length. On the
jacket to be worn shall be shoulder patch
sewn one -half inch below the shoulder seam
and if the holder is so entitled to wear a Red
Cross patch, the same shall be sewn on the
right sleeve half way between shoulder and
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elbow. There shall also be worn prescribed
insignia of rank. 

b) Trousers shall be of all wool elastique
with two -inch waist band, without cuffs and
made of all wool elastique fabric Raeford
13507 -1690, 19 1/ 2 to 20 ounce weight with
one -inch wide stripe Raeford 4662 -2193. 

c) Shirts shall have shoulder patches
sewn one -half inch below shoulder seam and
shall be of all wool tropical 10 to 10 1/ 2
ounce Raeford 8321 -437 except summer

shirts which shall be of tan nylon tropical
fabric. 

d) All leather accessories shall be black. 
e) Caps or hats shall be of Raeford

8321 -437, or as close as possible. 

2) The uniform for female sheriffs and
female deputies shall be of materials and
colors described in subsection ( 1) of this

section, but in a style suitable for women. 
3) No person other than a sheriff of the

State of Oregon or a regularly salaried

206.990

deputy of such sheriff shall wear, use or
order to be worn or used or copy or imitate
in any respect or manner the uniform

specified by this section. 

4) The cost of the uniforms will be
assumed by the counties for their sheriffs
and ownership of the uniforms will remain
in the counties. 

1967 c. 258 ss. 1, 2, 3, 41

PENALTIES

206.990 Penalties. Violation of subsec- 
tion ( 5) of ORS 206.350 is punishable, upon
conviction, by a fine not exceeding $ 250, or

by imprisonment in the county jail not ex- 
ceeding one year, or both. 

CERTIFICATE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL
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