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680.010 OCCUPATIONS AND PROFESSIONS

680.010 Definitions. As used in this
chapter, unless the context requires other- 
wise: 

1) " Board" means the Oregon State
Board of Dental Examiners. 

2) " Dental hygienist" means a person

having successfully completed a course from
an institution offering such a course ap- 
proved by the American Dental Association
and accepted by the State Board of Dental
Examiners. 

3) " Dentist" means a person holding a
license to practice as a dentist in the State
of Oregon. 

4) " Practicing dental hygienist" means
any person other than a dentist, who: 

a) Uses the title " Dental Hygienist" or
the letters " D. H." or " R. D. H." in connec- 
tion with his name; or

b) Holds himself out to the public in
any manner whatsoever as one who can or

will render service or practice as a dental
hygienist; or

c) Removes stains, deposits or accre- 
tions from the exposed surfaces of the hu- 

man teeth of another person beginning at
the epithelial attachment or cleans or pol- 
ishes the exposed surfaces of such teeth; or

d) Subject to rules and regulations

adopted by the board regulating the same
and under the personal direction of a licensed
dentist, applies and uses within a patient' s
mouth such technical procedures as may be
approved by the board, including the use of
drugs, administering anesthetics, either gen- 
eral or local, exposing and taking dental
X -ray films, removing and inserting tempo- 
rary dressings and generally clearing the
area after work has been performed by the
dentist. No person shall do any of the acts
or carry out any of the procedures described
in this paragraph until the board has adopted

rules and regulations regulating such pro- 
cedures. 

5) " Public institution" means any fed- 
eral, state or municipal institution. 

6) " Dental auxiliary" means any per- 
son, other than a dentist or dental hygienist, 
who, subject to rules and regulations adopted
by the board, and under the personal direc- 
tion of a licensed dentist, assists a dentist in
practicing dentistry. 
Amended by 1963 c.266 § 1] 

practice as a dental hygienist in this state
until such person has passed an examination

given or approved by the board under such
rules and regulations as it may deem fit and
proper to formulate and has been issued a
license therefor by the board. No person

shall assist a dentist as a dental auxiliary
except as may be authorized by the rules
and regulations of the board. 
Amended by 1963 c. 266 § 2] 

680.025 Applicability of dental hygiene
practice restrictions. ORS 680.020 does not
apply to a bona fide, full -time student of den- 
tal hygiene who, during the period of his
enrollment and as part of the course of study
at a school or college, engages in clinical
studies: 

1) On the school or college premises; or
2) In any clinical setting located off the

school or college premises if: 
a) The facilities, the instructional staff

and the course of study to be pursued at the
off - premises location meet minimum require- 
ments prescribed by the regulations of the
board; and

b) The clinical study is performed under
the direct supervision of a member of the
faculty who is a dentist licensed under ORS
chapter 679. 
1971 c.48 § 31

680.030 Persons not affected by chap- 
ter. ( 1) Nothing contained in this chapter
relating to the practice of dental hygiene
shall apply to the practice thereof by a
dentist. However, the board may revoke or
suspend or refuse to renew the license of a
dentist who permits: 

a) Any dental hygienist operating un- 
der his supervision to perform any operation
other than those provided in subsection ( 4) 
of ORS 680.010; or

b) Any dental auxiliary operating un- 
der his supervision to perform any operation
other than those provided for in rules and
regulations adopted by the board pursuant
to subsection ( 6) of ORS 680.010. 

2) Nothing in this chapter applies to a
regularly licensed physician and surgeon in
Oregon and nothing in this chapter shall be
so construed as to affect the practice of

medicine or dentistry, prevent students of a
dental college from practicing dental hygiene
under the supervision of their instructors or

680.020 Practice of dental hygiene with- Prevent persons from practicing dental hy- 
giene in a dental study group recognized byout license prohibited. No person shall the board under ORS 679. 050. 

engage in the practice of dental hygiene or [ Amended by 1963 c. 266 831
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DENTAL HYGIENISTS AND AUXILIARIES - § 680.080

680.040 Qualifications of applicants for
licenses. No person shall be issued a license
to engage in the practice of dental hygiene
or practice as a dental hygienist in Oregon
unless he: 

1) Is of good moral character; 
2) Is over the age of 18 years; 
3) Is a graduate of a high school or the

equivalent thereof; 
4) Has satisfactorily completed at least

two years' work in the University of Oregon
Dental School or in a school of dentistry or
in a school of dental hygiene or the equi- 
valent thereof as determined by the board; 
and

5) Has passed an examination given or

approved by the board under such rules and
regulations as the board may adopt. 
Amended by 1963 c.266 §4; 1973 c.122 §1] 

be charged for each such examination. If

the applicant fails to pass the third exam- 
ination he will not be permitted to take any
further examination until he has attended
and successfully passed the examinations of
the second year of a course in dental hygiene
approved by the board. 

3) The annual license fee for a dental
hygienist is $ 10 for each year or fraction
thereof. The annual license fee of $10 shall

be paid on or before July 1 of each year for
the ensuing 12 months and expires on June
30 in the year following. Every dental hy- 
gienist shall keep the board advised within 30
days of any change of address. 

31
ended by 1963 c.266 § 7; 1967 c.90 § 2; 1971 c.34

680.080 Issuing license; term; revoca- 

tion for nonpayment of fees; reinstatement. 

680.050 Filing of applications. Every
application for a license to practice dental
hygiene or as a dental hygienist shall be filed
with the board on or before the 45th day
prior to the date of the next succeeding ex- 

amination given by the board, or if no exami- 
nation is to be given, prior to a date to be
established by the board by rule or regula- 
tion. Said application shall be accompanied by
the payment of the examination fee provided
for in ORS 680.070 which shall not be re- 
funded if the applicant is permitted or fails
to take the examination given by the board. 
Amended by 1963 c.266 § 5; 1967 c.90 § l; 1973 c.122
2] 

680.060 Examination of applicants. Up- 
on satisfactory evidence that an applicant for
examination as a dental hygienist possesses
the qualifications named in ORS 680.040, or
is entitled to waiver under ORS 670.010, the
board shall give the applicant a thorough
examination consisting of practical demon- 
strations and written tests on such subjects

as the board may prescribe, or in lieu of such
examination given by it, the board may ac- 
cept a certificate verifying results of any
examination given by any accrediting agency
or agencies as may be recognized by it. 
Amended by 1963 c.266 § 6] 

680.070 Fees; subsequent examinations; 

notice of change of address. ( 1) The fee for

the examination or acceptance of certificate

in lieu thereof is $ 15, which shall be paid in
advance before the examination is taken. 

2) Any person failing to pass the first
examination successfully may demand a sec- 
ond and third examination at subsequent
meetings of the board, and a fee of $5 shall

4

1) After satisfactorily passing the exami- 
nation or having been granted a license or
certificate and paying the annual license fee
required by ORS 680.070 the applicant shall
be issued a license as a dental hygienist by
the board and shall be registered as such by
the board. The license shall remain in full
force and effect as long as the licensee con- 
tinues to pay the annual license fee, and the
license may at any time be revoked or sus- 
pended by the board for violation of any pro- 
vision of this chapter. 

2) In case of default in the payment of
the annual fee by any licensee, his license
shall be revoked by the board upon 20 days' 
notice given to the licensee of the time and
place of considering such revocation. A reg- 
istered letter addressed to the last -known
address of the licensee failing to comply with
the requirement is sufficient notice. Any
license so revoked may be reinstated within
five years after the date of revocation upon
payment to the board of all unpaid fees for
each intervening year, plus a penalty of $10, 
and upon furnishing satisfactory evidence to
the board of continued good character and

good standing with the applicable regulatory
agency of any jurisdiction in which the ap- 
plicant has engaged in the active practice
of dental hygiene since the last payment of
the annual fee under this chapter. But

no license shall be revoked for nonpayment
if the licensee so notified pays, before or
at the time of such consideration, the fee
required and such reinstatement fee, not to
exceed $ 10, as may be imposed by the board, 
but the board may collect any such dues by
law. 
Amended by 1963 c.266 § 8; 1973 c.122 § 3] 

71



680.090 OCCUPATIONS AND PROFESSIONS

680.090 Issuance of certificates; display
of certificate or license. The board shall
issue certificates of registration as dental
hygienist to those who pass the examina- 
tion in a manner satisfactory to the board
and pay the license fee required in ORS
680.070. The certificate of registration or
license shall be conspicuously displayed in
the office in which the dental hygienist is
employed. 

680.100 Grounds for revocation of
license. ( 1) The board may revoke or sus- 
pend the license of any dental hygienist for
any of the following causes: 

a) Conviction of any offense for which
the court could impose a punishment of im- 
prisonment in the county jail or any penal
institution other than for traffic offenses
and other offenses which are unrelated to
the ability of such hygienist to practice den- 
tal hygiene in accordance with the provisions
of this chapter. 

b) Permitting any other person to use
or display his license as the license of such
other person. 

c) A finding by the board of the viola- 
tion of any law of this state relative to the
practice of dentistry or the practice of dental
hygiene. 

d) For unprofessional conduct, or for
gross ignorance, incompetence or inefficiency
in his profession. For the purposes of this
chapter, the board shall by rule or regula- 
tion define what constitutes unprofessional
conduct, gross ignorance, incompetence or
inefficiency. In defining such terms the
board shall take into account all relevant
factors and practices, including but not lim- 
ited to the practices generally and currently
followed and accepted by persons licensed to
practice dental hygiene in this state, the cur- 
rent teachings at accredited schools, relevant
technical reports published in recognized
dental journals and the desirability of rea- 
sonable experimentation in the furtherance
of the practice of dental hygiene. 

e) Habitual or excessive use of intoxi- 
cants or drugs, moral turpitude or gross im- 
morality. 

2) The provisions of ORS 679.150, 

679. 160 and 679.250 shall apply to proceed- 

ings by the board for the revocation or sus- 
pension of or refusal to renew a license is- 
sued pursuant to this chapter. 
Amended by 1963 c.266 § 9] 

680.110 Disposition of receipts. All
moneys paid by applicants to the board as
examination and licensing fees under this
chapter shall be used for the same purposes
and accounted for by the board in the same
manner as moneys obtained as fees from

applicants for license to practice dentistry
in Oregon. 

680.150 Who may employ a dental
hygienist. ( 1) Any dentist may employ a
dental hygienist, which hygienist may en- 
gage in the practice of dental hygiene in the
office of such dentist under the personal di- 
rection of a dentist. 

2) Any public institution or nonprofit
organization may employ a dental hygienist, 
which hygienist may engage in the practice
of dental hygiene in such institution or non- 
profit organization under the general super- 
vision of a dentist. 
Amended by 1963 c.266 § 10; 1973 c.122 § 4] 

680.160 How many hygienists may be
employed. The number of dental hygienists
employed in the office of a licensed dentist
or any public institution or nonprofit organi- 
zation shall not exceed the number of den- 
tists practicing in such office or institution
or nonprofit organization, except upon peti- 

tion to and review by the board indicating
need. 

Amended by 1973 c.122 § 5] 

680.170 Registration of hygienists em- 
ployed. Every dentist and public institution
employing the services of one or more dental
hygienists shall, within 30 days, register the
names and dates of employment and termi- 
nation of employment, of all such dental
hygienists with the board. 

680.990 Penalties. Violation of any of
the provisions of this chapter is punishable, 
upon conviction, by a fine of not less than

50 and not more than $250, or by imprison- 
ment in the county jail for not more than
six months, or by both. 
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