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COUNTY PLANNING

215.010 Definitions for ORS 215.020 to
215.190. As used in ORS 215.020 to 215.190, 
the terms defined in ORS 92.010 shall have
the meanings given therein. 
Amended by 1955 c.756 § 25; 1963 c.619 § 1 ( 1)] 

215.020 Authority to establish county
planning commission. The governing body of
any county may create by ordinance a coun- 
ty planning commission, appoint its members
and provide funds for its operation. 

215.030 Membership of planning com- 
mission. ( 1) The county planning commis- 
sion shall consist of five, seven or nine mem- 

bers appointed by the governing body for
four -year terms, or until their respective suc- 
cessors are appointed and qualified; pro- 

vided that in the first instance the terms
of the initial members shall be staggered
for one, two, three and four years. Any
vacancy shall be filled by the governing body
who may after hearing remove any member
for misconduct or nonperformance of duty. 

2) Members of the commission shall
serve without compensation other than reim- 

bursement for duly authorized expenses. 
3) Members of the commission shall be

residents of the county and a majority shall
reside outside cities. 

4) The governing body may designate
one or more officers of the county to be ex
officio nonvoting members of the commis- 
sion. 

Amended by 1963 c.619 § 2] 

215.040 Officers and employes of com- 

mission; rules. The commission may: 
1) Appoint necessary employes and fix

their compensation with the approval of the
governing body of the county. 

2) Select from its membership a chair- 
man to serve for one year. 

3) Appoint a secretary who shall keep
permanent and complete records of its pro- 
ceedings. 

4) Adopt rules governing the transac- 
tion of its business. 

215.050 Comprehensive plan. The com- 
mission shall adopt and may from time to
time revise a comprehensive plan for the use
of some or all of the land in the county. The
plan may be adopted and revised part by
part. 

Amended by 1955 e.439 § 2; 1963 e.619 §3] 

215.055 Standards for plan. ( 1) The plan
and all legislation and regulations authorized

2

by ORS 215.010 to 215.233 shall be designed
to promote the public health, safety and gen- 
eral welfare and shall be based on the follow- 
ing considerations, among others: The vari- 
ous characteristics of the various areas in the
county, the suitability of the areas for par- 
ticular land uses and improvements, the land
uses and improvements in the areas, trends
in land improvement, density of development, 
property values, the needs of economic enter- 
prises in the future development of the areas, 
needed access to particular sites ir, . the areas, 
natural resources of the county and prospec- 
tive needs for development thereof, and the
public need for healthful, safe, aesthetic sur- 
roundings and conditions. 

2) In order to conserve natural resources
of the state, any land use zoning ordinance
adopted by a county shall take into considera- 
tion lands that are, can or should be utilized
for sources or processing of mineral aggre- 
gates. 

1955 c.439 § 3; 1963 c.619 § 4; 1971 c.13 § 2; 1971 c.739
1] 

215.060 Procedure for action on plan; 
notice; hearing. Action by the commission
regarding the plan shall have no legal effect
unless the commission first conducts one or
more public hearings on the plan and unless
10 days' advance public notice of each of the
hearings is published in a newspaper of gen- 
eral circulation in the county or, in case the
plan as it is to be heard concerns only part of
the county, is so published in the territory so
concerned and unless a majority of the entire
commission approves the action. The notice
provisions of this section shall not restrict the
giving of notice by other means, including
mail, radio and television. 
Amended by 1963 c.619 § 5; 1967 c.589 § 1] 

215.070 [ Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.080 Power to enter upon land. The
commission, and any of its members, offi- 
cers and employes, in the performance of
their functions, may enter upon any land
and make examinations and surveys and
place and maintain the necessary monu- 
ments and markers thereon. 

215.090 Information made available to
commission. All public officials, departments
and agencies, having information, maps and
data deemed by the commission pertinent
to county planning shall make such infor- 
mation available for the use of the county
planning commission. 

95
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215.100 Cooperation with other agen- 

cies. The county planning commission shall
advise and cooperate with other planning

commissions within the state, and shall upon

request, or on its own initiative, furnish

advice or reports to any city, county, offi- 
cer or department on any problem com- 
prehended in county planning. 

215.104 Interim zoning ordinance. ( 1) If

the commission in good faith intends within
a reasonable time to adopt a comprehensive

plan of land use and to recommend to the
governing body of the county a zoning ordi- 
nance to carry out the plan, and has con- 
ducted preliminary studies or hearings in
connection with the proposed ordinance, the

commission may recommend to the govern- 
ing body, and the governing body may adopt, 
an interim zoning ordinance prohibiting for
not more than three years any construction, 
reconstruction, alteration, use or transfer

that is reasonably expected to conflict with
the proposed ordinance. 

2) In the event the county has no plan- 
ning commission, if the governing body of
the county in good faith intends to create
such a commission and to see that studies
and hearings conducive to formulation and
adoption of a comprehensive plan of land use
for part or all of the county are promptly
undertaken and that a zoning ordinance suit- 

able for carrying out the plan is adopted
within a reasonable time after the studies

and hearings are undertaken, the governing

body may adopt an interim zoning ordinance
prohibiting for not more than three years
any construction, alteration, use, or transfer
that is reasonably expected to conflict with
the plan. 

3) An interim zoning ordinance shall not
be enacted unless the procedural require- 
ments of ORS 215.223 are complied with. 

1955 c. 439 § 4; 1963 c.619 § 6; 1967 c.589 § 2] 

215.108 [ 1955 c.439 § 5; 1961 c. 607 § 1; repealed

by 1963 c.619 §16] 

215.110 Preparation of ordinances by
commission; submission to county governing
body. ( 1) The commission may recommend

to the governing body ordinances intended to
carry out part or all of the comprehensive
plan adopted by the commission. The ordi- 

nances may provide, among other things, 
for: 

oughfares, easements and property needed
for public purposes, 

c) Preservation of the integrity of the
maps by controls over construction, by mak- 
ing official maps parts of county deed rec- 
ords, and by other action not violative of
private property rights, and

d) Conservation of the natural re- 

sources of the county
2) The commission may also recommend

to the county governing body ordinances re- 
naming public thoroughfares, numbering
property, and controlling subdivision and

other partitioning of land and the location, 
construction, maintenance, repair and alter- 

ation of buildings and other structures. 

3) The governing body may enact, 
amend or repeal ordinances recommended by
authority of this section, together with what- 
ever amendments it believes the public inter- 
est requires. The governing body may also
enact, amend or repeal with reference to any
subject mentioned in subsection ( 1) of this

section, an ordinance on which the governing
body initiates action, provided that it first
requests from the commission a report and

recommendation regarding the ordinance and
allows a reasonable time for submission of
the report and recommendation. The gov- 

erning body may also enact, amend or repeal
with reference to any subject mentioned in
subsection ( 2) of this section, an ordinance

on which the governing body initiates action, 
regardless of whether the county has a plan- 
ning commission; provided that, in the event
the county has a planning commission, the
governing body first requests from the com- 
mission a report and recommendation re- 

garding the ordinance and allows a reason- 
able time for submission of the report and
recommendation. 

4) The governing body may refer to the
legal voters of the county for their approval
or rejection an ordinance or amendments

thereto for which subsection ( 3) of this sec- 

tion provides. If only a part of the county is
affected, the ordinance or amendment may

be referred to that part only. 
5) An ordinance enacted by authority

of this section may prescribe fees and appeal
procedures necessary or convenient for
carrying out the purposes of the ordinance. 
Amended by 1963 c.619 § 71

ka/ uvaaa• L5, ; 615. 1;60 [ Amenaea by 1 J̀5'1 c.ot% §L; repealea Dy

b) Official maps showing the location 1963 c.619 § 16] 

and dimensions of, and the degree of per- 215.124 [ 1955 c.683 § § 2, 4; 1957 c.568 § 3; re- 

mitted access to, existing and proposed thor- pealed by 1959 c.387 § 11
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215.126 [ 1955 c.683 § 3; 1957 c.568 § 1; 1959 c.387

2; repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.130 Application of ordinances. ( 1) 

Any ordinance adopted under ORS 215.010
to 215.190 shall be a local law within the
meaning of, and subject to, ORS 254.310. 

2) No ordinance adopted under ORS

215.010 to 215.190 shall apply to the area in- 
side incorporated cities of the county, except
as provided in ORS 227.310 and except as to

cities not regularly operating as such through
elected governmental officials. 

3) Ordinances adopted under ORS
215.010 to 215.190 may apply to state, school
district and other publicly owned or occupied
property, except property of the United
States. 

4) Land within a farm use zone which is

used exclusively for farm purposes shall be
exempt from regulation under a zoning or- 
dinance enacted by authority of ORS 215.010
to 215.190. 

5) The lawful use of any building, struc- 
ture or land at the time of the enactment of
any zoning regulation or amendment thereto, 
may be continued as such although not in
conformity with the zoning regulation, but
such nonconforming uses shall not be in- 
creased, changed or resumed after a period

of interruption or abandonment except in
conformity with such provisions as the zon- 
ing regulations may provide. 
Amended by 1961 c.607 § 2; 1963 c.577 § 4; 1963

c. 619 § 9; 1969 c.460 §11
215.140 [ Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 161
215.150 [ Amended by 1955 c.439 §8; repealed by

1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.160 [ Repealed by 1963 e.619 § 16] 

215.170 Authority of incorporated cities 215.203 Adoption of zoning ordinances
in unincorporated area. The powers of an establishing farm use zones; " farm use" de- 
incorporated city to control subdivision and fined. ( 1) Zoning ordinances may be
other partitioning of land and to rename adopted under ORS 215.010 to 215.190 to
thoroughfares in adjacent unincorporated zone designated areas of land within the

areas shall continue unimpaired by ORS county as farm use zones. Land within such
215.010 to 215.190 until the county govern- zones shall be used exclusively for farm use
ing body that has jurisdiction over the area except as otherwise provided in ORS 215.213. 
adopts regulations for controlling subdivision Farm use zones shall be established only when
there. Any part of the area subject to the such zoning is consistent with the over -all
county regulations shall cease to be subject plan of development of the county. 
to the two powers of the city. ( 2) ( a) As used in this section " farm
Amended by 1963 c.619 § 101

use" means the current employment or land
a for the purpose of obtaining a profit in money

by raising, harvesting and selling crops or
by the feeding, breeding, management and
sale of, or the produce of, livestock, poultry, 
fur- bearing animals or honeybees or for
dairying and the sale of dairy products or

297

215.180 Unlawful construction or use
nuisance. The location, erection, construc- 
tion, maintenance, repair, alteration or use of

ized by ORS 215.010 to 215.190 shall be
deemed a nuisance. 

1955 c.439 §6; 1963 c.619 § 11] 

215.185 Remedies for unlawful struc- 
tures or land use. In case a building or
other structure is, or is proposed to be, lo- 
cated, constructed, maintained, repaired, al- 

tered, or used, or any land is, or is proposed
to be, used, in violation of an ordinance or

regulation authorized by ORS 215.010 to
215.190, the governing body or district at- 
torney of the county or a person whose in- 
terest in real property in the county is or
may be affected by the violation, may, in ad- 
dition to other remedies provided by law, in- 
stitute injunction, mandamus, abatement, or
other appropriate proceedings to prevent, 

temporarily or permanently enjoin, abate, or
remove the unlawful location, construction, 
maintenance, repair, alteration, or use. When

temporary restraining order is granted in
suit instituted by a person who is not ex- 

empt from furnishing bonds or undertakings
under ORS 22.010, the person shall furnish

undertaking as provided in ORS 32.010 to
32.060. 

1955 c.439 § 7; 1963 c. 619 § 121

215.190 Violation of regulations. No

person shall locate, construct, maintain, re- 

pair, alter, or use a building or other struc- 
ture or use or transfer land in violation of an

ordinance or regulation authorized by ORS
215.010 to 215.190. 

1955 c.439 § 9; 1963 c.619 § 13] 

215.200 [ 1957 ( s. s.) c. 11 § 1; renumbered

215.285] 

a building or other structure, or the subdivi- 
sion, other partitioning, or use of land, in vio- 
lation of an ordinance or regulation author- 
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any other agricultural or horticultural use
or animal husbandry or any combination
thereof. " Farm use" includes the prepara- 

tion and storage of the products raised on
such land for man' s use and animal use and

disposal by marketing or otherwise. It does
not include the use of land subject to the
provisions of ORS chapter 321, or to the
construction and use of dwellings and other

buildings customarily provided in conjunc- 
tion with the farm use. 

b) Except as limited by paragraph ( c) 

of this subsection, farm use land shall not be
regarded as being used for the purpose of
obtaining a profit in money if the whole
parcel has not produced a gross income from
farm uses of $500 per year for three of the
five calendar years immediately preceding
the assessment day of the tax year for which
farm use is claimed by the owner or allowed
by the assessor, notwithstanding that such
land is included within the boundaries of a
farm use zone. In case of question, the bur- 
den of proving the gross income of a parcel
of land for the years designated in this para- 
graph is placed upon the owner of the land. 

c) " Current employment" of land for

farm use includes ( A) land subject to the soil - 
bank provisions of the Federal Agricultural
Act of 1956, as amended ( P. L. 84 -540, 70
Stat. 188) ; ( B) land lying fallow for one
year as a normal and regular requirement of

good agricultural husbandry; ( C) land

planted in orchards or other perennials prior

to maturity for bearing crops; and ( D) farm
wood lots of less than 20 acres appurtenant
to farm use land which fulfills the require- 
ments of paragraph ( b) of this subsection. 

The acres of land within the categories de- 
scribed in this paragraph shall not be sub- 
ject to the requirements of paragraph ( b) 

of this subsection. 
1963 c.577 § 2 and 1963 c.619 § 1 ( 2), ( 3); 1967

c.386 § 1) 

215.205 [ 1957 ( s. s.) c.11 § 2; renumbered 215.295] 

215.210 [ Amended by 1955 c.652 § 6; renum- 

bered 215.305] 

215.213 Nonfarm uses permitted within

farm use zones. The following nonfarm

uses may be established in any area zoned
under ORS 215.010 to 215.190 for farm use: 

1) Public or private schools. 

2) Churches. 

3) Golf courses. 

4) Parks, playgrounds or community

centers owned and operated by a governmen- 
tal agency or a nonprofit community organi- 
zation. 
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5) Utility facilities necessary for public
service. 

6) The dwellings and other buildings cus- 

tomarily provided in conjunction with farm
use, referred to in paragraph ( a) of subsec- 

tion ( 2) of ORS 215.203. 
1963 c.577 §3 and 1963 c.619 § la; 1969 c.258 § S] 

Note: Section 3, chapter 577, and section la, 
chapter 619, Oregon Laws 1963, have been compiled
as ORS 215.213 because they were virtually identi- 
cal. Section 3, chapter 577, used the term " prop- 
erties" instead of " facilities" in subsection ( 5). 

215.220 [ Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.223 Procedure for adopting zoning
ordinances; notice. ( 1) No zoning ordi- 

nance enacted by the county governing body
may have legal effect unless prior to its en- 
actment the governing body or the planning
commission conducts one or more public

hearings on the ordinance and unless 10
days' advance public notice of each hearing
is published in a newspaper of general circu- 

lation in the county or, in case the ordinance
applies to only a part of the county, is so
published in that part of the county. 

2) The notice provisions of this section

shall not restrict the giving of notice by
other means, including mail, radio and tele- 
vision. 

3) In effecting a zone change the pro- 
ceedings for which are commenced at the re- 
quest of a property owner, the governing
body shall in addition to other notice give in- 
dividual notice of the request by mail to the
record owners of property within 250 feet of
the property for which a zone change has
been requested. The failure of the property
owner to receive the notice described shall

not invalidate any zone change. 
1963 c.619 § 8; 1967 c.589 § 31

215.230 [ Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 161

215.233 Validity of ordinances and de- 
velopment patterns adopted before Septem- 
ber 2, 1963. Nothing in ORS 215. 010, 
215.030, 215.050 to 215.060 and 215.104 to
215.233 shall impair the validity of ordinances
enacted prior to September 2, 1963. All devel- 
opment patterns made and adopted prior to
that time shall be deemed to meet the require- 
ments of ORS 215.010, 215.030, 215.050 to
215.060 and 215.104 to 215.233 concerning
comprehensive plans. 

1963 c.619 § 14; 1971 c.13 § 3] 

215.240 [ Repealed by 1963 c.619 §161

215.250 [ Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 
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215.260 [ Amended by 1955 c.652 § 3; repealed by
1957 ( s.s.) c.11 § 4 ( ORS 215.261 enacted in lieu of
ORS 215.260)] 

215.261 [ 1957 ( s.s.) c.11 § 5 ( enacted in lieu of
ORS 215.260) ; repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.270 Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.280 Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.285 Formerly 215.200; repealed by 1971 c. 13
11

Repealed by 1971 c. 13 § 11

215.290 Repealed by 1963 c.619 § 16] 

215.295 Formerly 215.205; repealed by 1971 c.13
1) 

215. 400

215.300 Repealed by 1963 c. 619 § 16] 

215.305 Formerly 215.210; repealed by 1971 c. 13
17

215.310 Repealed by 1971 c. 13 § 11

215.320 Repealed by 1971 c.13 § 1] 

215.325 1953 c.662 § 6; 1963 c.9 § 4; repealed by
1971 c.13 § 1] 

215.330 Repealed by 1971 c.13 § 11
215.340 Repealed by 1971 c.13 § 1] 

215.350 [ Amended by 1953 c. 662 § 7; repealed by
1971 c.13 § 11

215.360 [ Amended by 1953 c.662 § 7; subsection
2) enacted as 1953 c.662 § 1; repealed by 1971 c. 13 § 1) 

21.5.370 Repealed by 1971 c.13 § 1] 
215.380 Amended by 1955 c.652 § 4; repealed by

1971 c.13 § 1] 

1] 

215.390 Repealed by 1971 c. 13 § 11
215.395 1953 c.662 § 3; 1955 c.652 § 5; repealed

by 1971 c.13 § 1] 

215.398 1955 c.652 § 2; repealed by 1971 c.13 § 11
215. 400 Repealed by 1971 c.13 § 1] 

215.410 Repealed by 1971 c. 13 § 11
215.415 1953 c.662 § 5; repealed by 1971 c.13 § 1] 
215.420 Amended by 1955 c.439 § 10; repealed

by 1971 c.13 1] 

215.430 1955 c.682 § 2; repealed by 1971 c.13 § 11
215.440 1955 c.682 § 3; repealed by 1971 c.13 § 11
215.450 1955 c.682 § 4; repealed by 1971 c.13 § 11
215.460 1963 c.619 § 15; repealed by 1971 c. 13

17

LAND USE PLANS AND ZONING
BY GOVERNOR

215.505 Governor authorized toprescribe
and administer comprehensive land use plans

and zoning regulations for unregulated lands. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
if, after December 31, 1971, there are any
lands within the boundaries of a county, 
whether or not within the boundaries of a city, 

that are not subject to ORS 390.640 or to a
comprehensive land use plan and zoning or- 
dinances adopted pursuant to ORS 215.010
to 215.233 and subsections ( 1) and ( 2) of

215.990, or zoned pursuant to any other state
law or city ordinance, the Governor shall pre- 
scribe, may amend, and shall thereafter ad- 
minister comprehensive land use plans and

zoning regulations for such lands. If any
county shall have under consideration a com- 
prehensive land use or zoning ordinance, and
shall have shown satisfactory progress to- 
ward the final enactment of such plan or
ordinance, the Governor may grant a reason- 
able extension of time after the date set in
this section for completion of said plan or
ordinance. 

1969 c.324 §11

215.510 Standards for plans and regula- 
tions; limitation; enjoining nonconforming
use; hearing. ( 1) Any comprehensive land
use plans prescribed or amended by the Gov- 
ernor pursuant to ORS 215.505 shall be in ac- 
cordance with the standards provided in ORS
215.515 and the notice and hearing require- 
ments provided in ORS 215.060. 

2) Any zoning regulations prescribed or
amended by the Governor pursuant to ORS
215.505 shall be in accordance with the stand- 
ards provided in ORS 215.055 and the notice
and hearing requirements provided in ORS
215.223. 

3) A comprehensive land use plan or
zoning regulation prescribed or amended by
the Governor pursuant to ORS 215.505 may
be for any purpose provided in ORS 215.010
to 215.233 and subsections ( 1) and ( 2) of

215.990, except that the Governor may not
prescribe building regulations. The Governor
may, however, cause to be instituted an ap- 
propriate proceeding to enjoin the construc- 
tion of buildings or performance of any other
acts which would constitute a land use that
does not conform to the applicable land use
plan or zoning regulation. 

4) Any hearings required by this section
may be held by the Governor, or by a person
designated by the Governor, and all such
hearings shall be held in the county seat of
the county In which said comprehensive land
use plan or zoning regulation is to be pre- 
scribed. 

1969 c.324 §21

215.515 Comprehensive physical plan- 
ning objectives. Comprehensive physical plan- 

99
ning should provide guidance for physical
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development within the state responsive to
economic development, human resource de- 
velopment, natural resource development and
regional and metropolitan area development. 
It should assist in attainment of the optimum
living environment for the state' s citizenry
and assure sound housing, employment oppor- 
tunities, educational fulfillment and sound
health facilities. State plans should relate to
intermediate and long -range growth objec- 
tives. The plans should set a pattern upon

which state agencies and local government

may base their programs and local area plans. 
Goals for comprehensive physical planning
are: 

1) To preserve the quality of the air and
water resources of the state. 

2) To conserve open space and protect

natural and scenic resources. 

3) To provide for the recreational needs
of citizens of the state and visitors. 

4) To conserve prime farm lands for the
production of crops and provide for an orderly
and efficient transition from rural to urban
land use. 

5) To protect life and property in areas
subject to floods, landslides and other natural
disasters. 

6) To provide and encourage a safe, con- 

venient and economic transportation system

including all modes of transportation: Air, 

water, rail, highway and mass transit, and
recognizing differences in the social costs in
the various modes of transportation. 

7) To develop a timely, orderly and effi- 
cient arrangement of public facilities and serv- 
ices to serve as a framework for urban and
rural development. 

8) To diversify and improve the economy
of the state. 

9) To ensure that the development of
properties within the state is commensurate
with the character and the physical limita- 
tions of the land. 

1969 c. 324 §31

215.520 Building regulation; notice re- 

quired. ( 1) As used in this section, " building" 
means a structure having one or more walls
or columns, with or without a roof; that is
designed to protect persons, animals or prop- 

erty from the elements. 
2) Except when notice is required to be

given pursuant to subsection ( 4) of this sec- 

tion, any person who intends to cause to be
erected a building, the materials for construc- 
tion of which have the value of $300 or more, 
on land subject to zoning regulations pre- 

scribed by the Governor shall give written
notice to the Governor 10 days before the con- 
struction is to begin. Such notice shall include: 

a) The date construction of the building
is to begin, and the location of such building; 

b) A sketch showing the building and
its dimensions; 

c) A rough estimate of the value of the
materials to be used in constructing the build- 
ing; and

d) A brief description of the intended
use of the building. 

3) No person shall fail to give the no- 
tice required by subsection ( 2) of this section. 

4) If the land upon which a building is
to be constructed is subject to zoning regula- 
tions prescribed by the Governor and is also
subject to building regulations imposed by the
county or city, and such building regulations
require a permit for the type of building to be
constructed, the official from whom such per- 
mit is to be obtained shall give to the Governor
the notice required by subsection ( 2) of this
section. 

1969 c.324 §41

215.525 Administration of land use plans

and zoning regulations. The Governor may
enter into contracts for such services as the
Governor considers appropriate for carrying

out his land use planning and zoning duties. 
1969 c. 324 § 61

215.530 Plans and regulations suspended

while county or city regulations in effect. If
a county or city governing body or other zon- 
ing authority adopts a comprehensive land
use plan and zoning ordinances in accordance
with the standards provided in ORS 215.055
and 215.515 after the promulgation of a com- 
prehensive land use plan and zoning regula- 

tions by the Governor, the plan and regula- 
tions promulgated by the Governor shall be
ineffective during the time the plan and or- 
dinances adopted by the city, county or other
zoning authority are in effect. 

1969 c.324 § 7] 

215.535 Enforcement. In addition to the

remedy prescribed in subsection ( 3) of ORS
215.510, the Governor may cause to be insti- 
tuted any civil action or suit he considers
appropriate to remedy violations of any com- 
prehensive land use plan or zoning regulation

prescribed by the Governor pursuant to ORS
215.505. 

1969 c.324 §51
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COUNTY HOUSING CODES

215.605 Counties authorized to adopt

housing codes. For the protection of the public
health, welfare and safety, the governing
body of a county may adopt ordinances estab- 
lishing housing codes for the county, or any
portion thereof, except where housing code
ordinances are in effect on August 22, 1969, 

or where such ordinances are enacted by an
incorporated city subsequent to August 22, 
1969. Such housing code ordinances may
adopt by reference published codes, or any
portion thereof, and a certified copy of such
code or codes shall be filed with the county
clerk of said county. 

1969 c. 418 § 11

215.610 Procedure for adoption of hous- 

ing ordinances; referral to voters. ( 1) An

ordinance authorized by ORS 215.605 may be
adopted only after a hearing conducted by the
board, and shall take effect 30 days after the
date of enactment unless a later effective date
is specified in the ordinance. Notice of such

a hearing shall be published for two succes- 
sive publication days, not less than 10 days

before the hearing, in a newspaper considered
by the board to be of general circulation with- 
in the county. The board may also cause the
notice to be published by radio and television
stations located within the county, or heard
or viewed in the county. 

2) The board may refer an ordinance
adopted under ORS 215.605 to the voters of

the county for their approval or rejection. An
ordinance adopted under ORS 215.605 is a

local law within the meaning of, and subject
to, ORS 254.310, relating to initiative and ref- 
erendum. 

1969 c.418 §21

215.615 Application and contents of

housing ordinances. The provisions of hous- 
ing code ordinances authorized by ORS
215.605 to 215.615 shall apply to all buildings
or portions thereof used, or designed or in- 

tended to be used for human habitation, and

shall include, but not be limited to: 
1) Standards for space, occupancy, light, 

ventilation, sanitation, heating, exits and fire
protection. 

2) Inspection of such buildings. 
3) Procedures whereby buildings or por- 

tions thereof which are determined to be sub- 

standard are declared to be public nuisances

and are required to be abated by repair, re- 
habilitation, demolition or removal. 

4) An advisory and appeals board. 
1969 c.418 §31

PENALTIES

215.990 Penalties. ( 1) Violation of any
provision of ORS 215.010 to 215.190, or of

any ordinance or regulation adopted pur- 
suant to ORS 215.010 to 215.190, is punish- 

able, upon conviction, by: 
a) A fine of not more than $ 100 for

each day of violation where the offense is a
continuing offense but such fine may not ex- 
ceed $ 1,000. 

b) A fine of not more than $500 where

the offense is not a continuing offense. 
2) Justices' courts, district courts and

circuit courts have concurrent jurisdiction
over prosecutions under subsection ( 1) of

this section. 

3) Violation of subsection ( 3) of ORS
215.520 is a misdemeanor. 

Subsections ( 1) and ( 2) enacted as 1955 c.439 § 11; 
subsection ( 5) enacted as 1969 c.324 § 8; 1971 c. 13 § 41

CERTIFICATE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

Pursuant to ORS 173. 170, I, Robert W. Lundy, Legislative Counsel, do hereby certify that I have
compared each section printed in this chapter with the original section in the enrolled bill, and
that the sections in this chapter are correct copies of the enrolled sections, with the exception
of the changes in form permitted by ORS 173.160 and other changes specifically authorized by law. 
Done at Salem, Oregon, Robert W. Lundy
on December 1, 1971. Legislative Counsel
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