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603010

REGULATION OF MEAT DEALERS
AND SLAUGHTERHOUSES

603010 Definitions for ORS 603010 to

603190 As used in ORS 603010 to 603190

1 Bona fide producer of livestock
means a person engaged in the production
of meat food animals poultry or rabbits

2 Department means the State De
partment of Agriculture

3 Licensee means any person li
censed under ORS 603010 to 603190

4 Meat food animal means domestic
cattle equines sheep goats and swine

5 Meat food products means the
fresh meats of meat food animals or poul
try or rabbits which have not been smoked
dried pickled or canned

6 Place of business means any place
vehicle or building in which or at which the
business of a licensee is conducted Any group
of buildings situated on contiguous property
and used as an integral part of one business
shall be considered as one place of business
In case a licensee does not have a fixed

place of business such as a licensee whose
business consists only of wholesaling meat
food products from a truck or whose busi
ness consists of slaughtering meat food ani
mals for farmers on their farms with or

without the use of vehicles the place of busi
ness of such licensee for licensing purposes
only is his home or a designated business
office from which his business is conducted

7 Poultry means chickens ducks
geese turkeys and all other domesticated
fowls or birds used for human food pur
poses

8 Primal part means the shoulder
rib loin rump and hind quarter of each side
of a meat food animal

9 Slaughterhouse means any build
ing plant establishment vehicle or struc
ture whether movable or stationary where
meat food animals or poultry or rabbits
are killed or dressed the meat or meat
products of which are to be offered for
sale for human consumption
Amended by 1953 c692 6 1955 c724 1 1959 c239
l 1961c164 1

603020 Purpose of ORS 603010 to
603190 The purpose of ORS 603010 to
603190 is to protect the livestock industry
within the state and to prevent theft of live
stock meat food animal carcasses or poultry
or rabbits

Amended by 1955c724 2

603030 Licenses issuance fee renew
ability suspension revocation 1 No per
son shall

a Slaughter meat food animals with
out having first obtained a license therefor
from the department

b Slaughter poultry or rabbits with
out having first obtained a license therefor
from the department

c Sell meat food products without
having first obtained a license therefor
from the department

2 Notwithstanding subsection 1 of
this section a person holding a meat food
animal slaughtering license may slaughter
poultry or rabbits or sell meat food prod
ucts in or at his place of business and a
person holding a poultry or rabbit slaugh
tering license may sell meat food products
in or at his place of business

3 The department may issue the li
censes referred to in subsection 1 of this
section Application for a license must be
made to the department upon forms fur
nished by it which shall contain

a The name and postoffice address of
the applicant

b The exact location of the place of
business for which the license is requested

c The kind of license which is desired
4 The license fee provided for in this

section shall accompany the application
Each license shall be renewable one year
from the date of its issue A license is per
sonal to the applicant and shall not be trans
ferred

5 The following license fees shall be
paid by the applicant

a License to slaughter meat food ani
mals 50

b License to slaughter poultry and
rabbits 20

c License to sell meat food products
10

6 a The department may suspend
revoke or refuse to renew or grant a li
cense to any applicant whose slaughter
house construction equipment and manage
ment practices do not meet the require
ments of ORS 619010 to 619240

b In the event that a licensee has been
convicted of any violation of ORS 619010
to 619240 it shall be a sufficient revoca
tion of his license when the department
mails by registered mail addressed to such
licensee at his address as shown by the
records of the department a notice that
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his license has been revoked

Amended by 1953c692 6 1955c712 20 1955c724
3 1957 c65 l 1961 cAE 11

603033 Persons exempted from license
requirements 1 ORS 603010 to 603190
shall not be construed to require a bona fide
producer of livestock to obtain a license to
slaughter meat food animals or poultry or
rabbits or to sell meat food products derived
from such animals direct to the consumer as
defined in ORS 619640 if such animals have
been in his possession for at least 30 days
immediately prior to the date of slaughter

2 ORS 603010 to 603190 shall not be
construed to require a person to obtain a
license to slaughter a meat food animal poul
try or rabbit owned by him for his own con
sumption and use
1955c724 5 1965c483 7

603035 1953 c692 5 repealed by 1955 c724
17

603040 Stamping devices for holders of
licenses to slaughter meat food animals
The department shall furnish to each holder
of a license to slaughter meat food animals
a stamp for the stamping of carcasses of
meat food animals Every holder of such a
license shall make a deposit of 10 with the
department for such stamp Upon return
of the stamp the deposit shall be returned
to the licensee If a stamp is lost or de
stroyed the department shall issue a new
stamp upon receiving an additional deposit
of 10 The stamp shall be kept in the place
of business of the licensee shall remain the
property of the State of Oregon and shall
be for the exclusive use of the licensee dur

ing the lifetime of his license Any person
receiving such stamp must return the same
to the department upon the expiration of his
license

Amended by 1953c692 6 1955c724 61

603050 Posting of license The license
of each licensee must be displayed at all
times in a conspicuous manner within his
place of business The words Oregon Li
cense followed by the establishment num
ber must be printed in a conspicuous place
on all vehicles owned or used by a meat
food animal slaughtering licensee in trans
porting meat food products The letters of
such words and the numbers appearing o
vehicles must be at least three inches in

height
Amended by 1955c724 7

603060 Prohibited conduct relating to
the possession or transportation of meat food
animals 1 No person

a Shall purchase transport receive or
be in possession of a meat food animal car
cass or primal part which is not tagged with
a bona fide producers tag pursuant to the
provisions of ORS 603070 or stamped with a
licensees stamp pursuant to the provisions
of ORS 603080

b Receiving a tagged meat food ani
mal carcass or primal part shall fail to re
tain possession of the tag in numerical or
der for one year from the date of receiving
the tagged carcass or primal part

c Shall refuse to permit a peace offi
cer authorized employe of the department
or other officer authorized by ORS 603010
to 603190 to inspect at any time tags in the
possession of the person

2 The provisions of paragraph a of
subsection 1 of this section do not apply to
a meat food animal slaughtered by a farmer
on his own farm until such time as the car

cass or primal part thereof is removed or
moved from such farm

Amended by 1955c724 8 1959 e239 2

603070 Meat food producers tags
Bona fide producers tags referred to in
ORS 603060 shall be prepared and num
bered serially in a manner and form pre
scribed by the department The tags shall
be distributed by the department through
its brand inspectors employed pursuant to
ORS chapter 604 or such other agencies as
it may select The tags shall be furnished
by the department without cost to the bona
fide producer Before issuing a tag to a bona
fide producer a brand inspector or other
agency shall satisfy himself that the per
son requesting the tag is in lawful posses
sion of the animal to be slaughtered If the
animal bears a brand recorded for a person
other than the person requesting the tag
the brand inspector or other agency may
require the person requesting the tag to
produce a bill of sale or other evidence of
ownership or right of possession
Amended by 1955c724 91

603080 Stamping of carcasses 1 A
person holding a license to slaughter meat
food animals must stamp with the stamp

n issued to him by the department all car
casses of meat food animals killed by him
He must affix such stamp with ink approved
by the department and must stamp the
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carcass plainly and legibly on each primal
part He shall apply the stamp on the out
side of the primal part as soon as practi
cable after removal of the hide but in any
event prior to removing the carcass or pri
mal parts from the slaughterhouse In case
the hide is not removed at the time of
slaughter the licensee shall stamp the inside
of the carcass

2 For the purposes of ORS 603010 to
603190 any inspection stamp legally applied
by authority of a meat inspection service en
forced by the United States Department of
Agriculture the department or a munici
pality operating a meat inspection service
approved by the department shall be con
sidered the equivalent of the stamp bearing
the establishment number of the licensee
Amended by 1955c724 10

603090 Repealed by 1955c724 17
603091 Nonslaughtering processing

establishment license and regulatory provi
sions 1 Nonslaughtering processing
establishment for the purpose of this sec
tion means any building plant establishment
vehicle or structure whether movable or sta
tionary which is not subject to the provi
sions of or licensed as a slaughterhouse or is
licensed to slaughter poultry and rabbits but
wherein meat products for human consump
tion are prepared processed canned cooked
dried smoked cured or pickled and includ
ing but not limited to the grinding or manu
facturing of sausage ground round ham
burger or frankfurters

2 No person shall operate a nonslaught
ering processing establishment without first
obtaining a license therefor from the depart
ment The license fee shall be 10

3 Notwithstanding subsection 2 of
this section a person holding a meat food
animal slaughtering license or a person li
censed to slaughter poultry and rabbits may
without being required to obtain an addi
tional license carry on the business of a non
slaughtering processing establishment pro
vided the operations are all carried on at the
same place of business A person licensed as
a nonslaughtering processing establishment
may without being required to obtain an ad
ditional license carry on the business of sell
ing meat food products provided the opera
tions are all carried on at the same place of
business Authority to carry on more than
one such type of business at the same place
of business shall only be approved or con
tinue to be approved by the department if

7

there is compliance by the owner of such busi
ness with the laws and regulations relating
to each separate business Place of business
for the purpose of this section means any
place or building in which or at which the
business of a licensee is conducted Any
group of buildings situated on contiguous
property and used as an integral part of a
business under one ownership shall be con
sidered as one place of business An additional
license must be obtained for each separate
place of business

4 The applicable provisions of subsec
tions 3 4 and 6 of ORS 603030 ORS
603033 to 603190 603990 and the provis
ions of ORS chapters 596 and 619 unless
otherwise in conflict apply to the licensee
and his non slaughtering processing estab
lishment

1959 c565 16
603100 Repealed by 1955c724 17

603101 Animal food slaughtering or
processing establishment license and regu
latory provisions 1 Animal food slaugh
tering or processing establishment for the
purpose of this section means any building
plant establishment vehicle or structure
movable or stationary wherein animals are
slaughtered and all or any part thereof are
offered for sale or sold in any manner in
tended for or to be used as animal food

2 No person shall operate an animal
food slaughtering or processing establish
ment without first obtaining a license there
for from the department The license fee shall
be 20

3 The provisions of subsections 3
4 and 6 of ORS 603030 and subsection
1 of ORS 603990 apply to the licensee and
his animal food slaughterhouse or processing
establishment Except as provided by subsec
tion 5 of this section the remainder of the
provisions of ORS 603010 to 603190 do not
apply to a licensee and his animal food
slaughtering or processing establishment

4 Notwithstanding subsection 2 of
this section a person holding a meat food
animal slaughterhouse license or a person
licensed to slaughter poultry and rabbits or
a person holding a nonslaughtering process
ing license may without being required to
obtain additional license also sell or dispose
of meat or meat products as animal food
providing that such licensees also comply
with the special provisions which apply to
the operation of an animal food slaughtering
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and processing establishment as required by
subsection 5 of this section

5 The department shall take necessary
steps to protect the health of the animals
which are fed or may be fed the meat or
meat products sold by or disposed of by ani
mal food slaughtering or processing estab
lishments and such other procedures or meas
ures as may be necessary to also protect the
health of other animals in this state In pro
mulgating regulations the department shall
take into consideration

a The laws of the United States and
other states

b The provisions of ORS 603010 to
603190 and ORS chapters 596 and 619

c Procedures necessary to insure
proper treatment and identification of such
meat or meat products

d Procedures necessary to insure that
such meat or meat products only fit for or
intended for animal consumption are not
sold for or consumed by the people of this
state

6 A person licensed as provided by this
section

a Shall not sell or offer for sale any
carcass or part thereof which is unfit for or
unwholesome as animal food

b Shall not sell or offer for sale an ani
mal carcass or part thereof for human con
sumption

c Shall keep adequate accurate records
of the animals purchased for slaughter in
cluding but not limited to their description
brands if any date of purchase and the name
and address of the person from whom the
animals were purchased

d Shall keep adequate accurate records
of the sale of all carcasses or parts thereof
including the name and address of the pur
chaser

e Shall at all times maintain sanitary
conditions in the establishment and all equip
ment therein

1959c565 171
603110 Repealed by 1955c724 171

603120 Record of purchases of poultry
or rabbits No person slaughtering poultry
or rabbits shall fail to complete a record of
all purchases of poultry or rabbits made by
him Such record shall include

1 The number and kind of poultry or
rabbits

2 When and from whom received

3 Other information which the depart
ment may deem necessary to carry out the
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intent and provisions of ORS 603010 to
603190

Amended by 1955 c724 11

603130 Repealed by 1955c724 17

603140 Enforcement officers All au

thorized officers employes and deputies of
the department peace officers traffic offi
cers forest reserve officers and brand

inspectors must investigate the movement
of meat food animals poultry or rabbits or
meat food products on roads and highways
trails and ranges and ascertain whether
such animals or products are being moved
in accordance with the provisions of ORS
603010 to 603190 and by the legal owner or
with his permission
Amended by 1955c724 12

603150 Enforcement duties of depart
ment The department shall enforce ORS
603010 to 603190 and may prescribe the
size and form of any marks and brands and
the kind of ink required to be used in stamp
ing or marking carcasses or parts thereof
which are required to be stamped The de
partment shall keep a permanent record of
all places licensed under ORS 603010 to
603190

Amended by 1955c724 13

603160 Retention of hides by persons
not regularly engaged in business of slaugh
tering 1 Any person not regularly en
gaged in the business of slaughtering cattle
who at any time slaughters any cattle
must retain in his possession the hides taken
off of such cattle with the ears attached
thereto without any alteration of the marks
on it or any disfiguration of the brand for
a period of 30 days Any owner of cattle
may within such period demand an exhi
bition of the hide of any cattle so slaugh
tered by the person killing it or by any
other person for whose use or benefit such
animal was killed Upon such demand being
made he must produce the hide for inspec
tion

2 Proof that any person not regularly
engaged in the business of slaughtering
cattle failed to retain in his possession the
hides taken off of such cattle with the ears

attached thereto without any alteration of
the marks on it or any disfiguration of the
brands for the period of 30 days shall be
prima facie evidence of the violation of
this section

603170 Repealed by 1955c724 17



603172 ANIMALS

handled in connection with slaughter by any
method which

a Renders each animal insensible to
pain by a single blow or gunshot or by an
electrical chemical or other means that is
rapid and effective before the animal is
shackled hoisted thrown cast or cut or

b Is in accordance with the ritual re
quirements of any religious faith that pre
scribes a method of slaughter whereby the
animal suffers loss of consciousness by
anemia of the brain caused by the simultane
ous and instantaneous severance of the ca

rotid arteries with a sharp instrument
3 No person engaged in the commer

cial slaughter of livestock shall shackle hoist
or otherwise bring livestock not previously
rendered insensible to pain in accordance
with subsection 2 of this section into po
sition for slaughter by any method which
shall cause injury or pain
1961c407 1 2

603320 District attorney to enforce
ORS 603310 The district attorney shall
institute proceedings before magistrates for
the arrest of persons charged with or reason
ably suspected of violating ORS 603310
when he has information that any such of
fense has been committed

1961 c407 3
603330 to 603980 Reserved for expansion

603172 Suspension of license duration
In addition to and not in lieu of any other
penalties or provisions of law the depart
ment shall suspend the license of any licen
see who violates ORS 64950 to 619
Such suspension shall be for a period of not
less than six months nor more than one year
1965 c483 6

603180 Disposition of fees All fees
received by the department during any cal
endar month resulting from the operation
of ORS 603010 to 603190 must be paid into
the State Treasury within the first 10 days of
the following month Thereupon the State
Treasurer shall place any sums so received to
the credit of the Department of Agriculture
Account in the General Fund Any payments
so received shall constitute an appropriation
of such payments from the General Fund
to the credit of the Department of Agricul
ture Account for the purpose of carrying
into full force and effect the specific pro
visions of ORS 603010 to 603190

603190 Jurisdiction of courts Justice

of the peace courts and district courts have
concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit

courts under ORS 603010 to 603190
Amended by 1955 c724 14

603200 to 603300 Reserved for expansion

HUMANE SLAUGHTER

603310 Inhumane slaughter prohibited
penalty 1 Any person engaged in the com
mercial slaughter of livestock who slaugh
ters or handles in connection with slaughter

any cattle calves horses mules sheep swine
or other livestock by a method other than
that described in subsection 2 of this sec
tion or in violation of the provisions of sub
section 3 of this section shall be punished
upon conviction by imprisonment in the
county jail for not more than one year or by
a fine of not more than 500 or both

2 Livestock described in subsection 1
of this section may be slaughtered and

PENALTIES

603990 Penalties 1 Violation of any
of the provisions of ORS 603010 to 603150
or 603180 is punishable upon conviction
by a fine not exceeding 500 or by imprison
ment in the county jail not exceeding six
months or both

2 Violation of ORS 603160 is punish
able upon conviction by a fine not exceed
ing 100 or by imprisonment in the county
jail not exceeding 90 days or both

3 Any person who violates the provi
sions of ORS 603091 and 603101 or the reg
ulations promulgated thereunder shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor
Subsection 3 enacted as 1959c565 19
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