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§ 255.011

ELECTIONS

GENERAL PROVISIONS
2556.010 [Repealed by 1957 ¢.608 §231]

255.011 Definitions. As used in this
chapter, unless the context requires other-
wise:

(1) “Political agent” means any persomn
who, upon request or under agreement, re-
ceives or disburses money on behalf of &
candidate.

(2) “Portrait cut” means a conventional
photograph, not more than five years old, of
the face or face and bust of a candidate, and
not an informal smapshot, cartoon, carica-
ture or similar representation, suitably pre-
pared and processed for printing as pre-
scribed by the Secretary of State. The back-
ground shown in the portrait cut shall be
plain.

(a) “Bust” shall include the head, neck
and shoulders of the candidate. It shall not
include the hands or anything being held in
the hands.

(b) A portrait cut shall not show the
candidate wearing a hat of any description, &
military uniform, a police uniform, a frater-
nal uniform or a judicial robe.

(3) “Typewritten statement” or “state-
ment” does not include cuts, pictures, draw-

ings or any other like illustrative material.
[1957 c.608 §190; 1965 ¢.39 §1]

255.020 [Repealed by 1957 ¢.608 §231]

255.025 Information statement in vot-
ers’ pamphlets. The Secretary of State shall
prepare and have printed in every voters’
pamphlet printed as provided by ORS
255.031 to 255.061, 255.211 to 255.241 and
255.410 to 255.460, devoting one page to that
purpose, a plain and concise statement con-
taining information on the following:

(1) Requirements for a citizen to qualify
as a voter.

(2) When a voter is required to reregis-
ter.

(3) How a voter may obtain and use an
absentee ballot.

(4) How a voter may obtain and use a

certificate of registration.
[1955 c.154 §1]

PRIMARY ELECTION PAMPHLET
255.030 [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.031 Filing portrait cut and state-
ment by or for candidate. (1) Not later than
the 66th day before the primary election,
any candidate for nomination or election
at the primary election to the office of Presi-
dent or Vice President of the United States,
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United States Senator, Representative in
Congress, party national committeeman, par-
ty national committeewoman, delegate to a
party national convention or any state,
county or district office, when the district
is composed of one or more counties, or his
political agent on his behalf, may file with
the Secretary of State a portrait cut of the
candidate and a typewritten statement set-
ting forth the reasons why the candidate
should be nominated or elected.

(2) Each candidate for nomination or
election to an office to be voted for in the
state at large, except delegate to a party
national convention, or in a congressional
district shall be allowed two pages of space,
and each candidate for nomination or elec-
tion to any other office shall be allowed one
page of space in the voters’ pamphlet.

(3) On each page of the voters’ pamphiet
containing any portrait cut or statement filed
under subsection (1) of this section shall
appear a statement indicating by whom

such portrait cut or statement was furnished.
[1957 c.608 §192; 1959 c.457 §1; 1963 c.144 §1)

255.040 Type of material to be excluded
from pamphlet; liability for libel. (1) The
Secretary of State shall reject any statement
or other matter favoring any candidate
and offered for filing and printing in the
voters’ pamphlet under ORS 255.031,
which contains any obscene, vulgar, profane,
scandalous, libelous or defamatory matter, or
any language which in any way incites, coun-
sels, promotes or advocates hatred, abuse,
violence or hostility toward, or which tends
to cast ridicule or shame upon any person or
group of persons by reason of race, color,
religion or manner of worship, or any langu-
age or matter the circulation of which
through the mails is prohibited by Congress.
Such statements shall not be filed or printed
in the voters’ pamphlet, No candidate is
entitled to display in the voters’ pamphlet
any cut showing the uniform or insignia of
any organization which advocates or teaches
racial or religious intolerance.

(2) Nothing in ORS 255.011 to 255.450
and 255.990 shall be deemed to make any
such statement or the authors thereof free
or exempt from any civil or criminal action
or penalty because of any false, slanderous
or libelous statements offered for printing or
contained in the voters’ pamphlet. The per-
sons procuring, making, composing, signing
or offering such statement for filing shall be

deemed the authors and publishers thereof.
[Amended by 1957 c.608 §193; 1959 c.457 §2]




VOTERS’ PAMPHLETS

§255.211

255.060 [Amended by 1955 c.96 §1; repealed
by 1957 ¢.608 §231]}

255.051 Fees for space in voters’ pam-
phlet. (1) Each candidate for nomination or
election at the primary election to any of
the following offices, or his political agent
on his behalf, shall pay to the Secretary of
State at the time of filing portrait cuts and
statements under ORS 255.031, the following
fee for each page of space in the voters’
pamphlet:

(a) President or Vice President of the
United States, United States Senator, Repre-
sentative in Congress, party national com-
mitteeman, party national committeewoman
or any state office to be voted for in the
state at large, except delegate to a party
national convention, $150.

(b) Delegate to a party national conven-
tion, any state office other than those pro-
vided for in paragraphs (a) and (c¢) of this
subsection or any district office, when the
district is composed of one or more coun-
ties, $15.

(c) District attorney, circuit court judge,
district court judge or any county office,
$50.

(2) In no case shall a fee paid under
subsection (1) of this section be less than
the fee prescribed for one page of space in
the voters’ pamphlet.

(3) The Secretary of State, upon the re-
quest of such person, shall refund any fee paid
under subsection (1) of this section to
the person who paid such fee at any time on
or before the last day prescribed in ORS
255.031 for filing portrait cuts and state-
ments, and in such event the portrait cuts
and statements shall not be printed in the
voters’ pamphiet.

(4) The Secretary of State shall pay all
fees received by him under subsection (1)
of this section into the General Fund in the
State Treasury.

[1957 c.608 §194; 1959 c.457 §3]

255.060 [Repealed by 1957 ¢.608 §231]

255.061 Preparing, printing, binding, de-
livery and distribution of pamphlets, (1) Not
later than the 59th day before the pri-
mary election, the Secretary of State shall
deliver to the State Printer a list of the
names of all candidates for nomination or
election at the primary election to the offices
referred to in ORS 255.031 and of the offices
for which such candidates are competing, and
all portrait cuts and statements filed under

ORS 255.031, properly compiled, edited, pre-
pared and indexed for printing. Such list, por-
trait cuts and statements shall pertain only
to candidates whose names appear on the reg-
ister of candidates for nomination at the pri-
mary election kept by the Secretary of State.

(2) The State Printer shall print and
bind in pamphlet form the list, portrait cuts
and statements delivered to him under sub-
section (1) of this section, and shall print as
many copies of the voters’ pamphlet as the
Secretary of State estimates will be neces-
sary for distribution as provided in subsec-
tion (3) of this section. The State Printer
shall complete delivery of the voters’ pam-
phlets to the Secretary of State not less than
20 days before the primary election.

(3) Not later than the 15th day be-
fore the primary election, the Secretary of
State shall cause a copy of the voters’ pamph-
let containing pictures and statements per-
taining to candidates of a political party to
be distributed by mail to each registered elec-
tor affiliated with such political party, and
may use such additional means of distribu-
tion as he considers necessary or desirable to
make copies of the voters’ pamphlet avail-
able to registered electors affiliated with such
political party.

[1957 ¢.608 §195; 1961 ¢.532 §1]

255.07¢ [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.080 [Repealed by 1957 ¢.608 §231]

255.090 [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.100 to 255.200 [Reserved for expansion]

GENERAL ELECTION PAMPHLET
255.210 [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.211 Filing portrait cuts and state-
ments. (1) Not later than the 70th day
before the regular biennial general election,
the state executive committee or managing
officers of any political party or organiza-
tion having nominated candidates may file
with the Secretary of State:

(a) A typewritten statement setting
forth arguments for the success of its prin-
ciples and election of its candidates on a
statewide basis and opposing or attacking
the principles and candidates of other poli-
tical parties or organizations on a statewide
basis.

(b) A typewritten statement setting
forth arguments for the success of its prin-
ciples and election of its candidates on a
county basig and opposing or attacking the
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principles and candidates of other political
parties or organizations on a county basis.

(c¢) Portrait cuts of its candidates for
election to the office of President and Vice
President of the United States, United States
Senator, Representative in Congress or any
state, county or district office, when the dis-
trict is composed of one or more counties,
and typewritten statements setting forth the
reasons why such candidates should be
elected.

(2) Not later than the 70th day before
the regular biennial general election, any
independent candidate for election to the of-
fice of President or Vice President of the
United States, United States Senator, Repre-
sentative in Congress or any state, county or
district office, when the district is composed
of one or more counties, or his political agent
on his behalf, may file with the Secretary of
State a portrait cut of the candidate and a
typewritten statement setting forth the
reasons why the candidate should be elected.

(3) Each political party or organization
having nominated candidates shall be al-
lowed four pages of space in the voters’ pam-
phlet for a statement filed under paragraph
(a) of subsection (1) of this section, twe
pages of space for a statement filed under
paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this sec-
tion and space for each candidate for whom
portrait cuts and statements are filed under
paragraph (c¢) of subsection (1) of this sec-
tion as provided in subsection (3) of ORS
255.031. Each independent candidate shall
be allowed space in the voters’ pamphlet as
provided in subsection (3) of ORS 255.031.

(4) On each page of the voters’ pam-
phlet containing any portrait cut or state-
ment filed under subsection (1) or (2) of
this section shall appear a statement indicat-
ing by whom such portrait cut or statement
was furnished.

[1957 c.608 §197; 1961 ¢.49 §3]

255.220 Type of material to be excluded
from pamphlef; liability for libel. (1) The
Secretary of State shall reject any statement
or other matter favoring or opposing any
candidate and offered for filing and printing
in the voters’ pamphlet under ORS 255.211,
which contains any obscene, vulgar, profane,
scandalous, libelous or defamatory matter,
or any language which in any way incites,
counsels, promotes or advocates hatred,
abuse, violence or hostility toward, or which
tends to cast ridicule or shame upon any
person or group of persons by reason of race,

color, religion or manner of worship, or any
language or matter the circulation of which
through the mails is prohibited by Congress.
Such statements shall not be filed or printed
in the voters’ pamphlet. No candidate is
entitled to display in the voters’ pamphlet
any cut showing the uniform or insignia of
any organization which advocates or teaches
racial or religious intolerance.

(2) Nothing in ORS 255.011 to 255.450
and 255.990 shall be deemed to make any
such statement or the authors thereof free
or exempt from any civil or eriminal action
or penalty because of any false, slanderous
or libelous statements offered for printing or
contained in the voters’ pamphlet. The per-
sons procuring, making, composing, signing
or offering such statement for filing shall be

deemed the authors and publishers thereof.
[Amended by 1957 ¢.608 §198]

255.230 [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.231 Fees for space in voters’ pam-
phlet. (1) The state executive committee or
managing officers of each political party or
organization having nominated candidates
for election at the regular biennial general
election shall pay to the Secretary of State
at the time of filing portrait cuts and state-
ments under ORS 255.211 the following fees
for pages of space in the voters’ pamphlet:

(a) The statement filed under paragraph
(a) of subsection (1) of ORS 255.211, $100
per page.

(b) The statement filed under paragraph
(b) of subsection (1) of ORS 255.211, $50
per page.

(c) Portrait cuts and statements per-
taining to its candidates for election to the
office of President and Vice President of the
United States, United States Senator, Repre-
sentative in Congress or any state office to
be voted for in the state at large, $150 per
page.

(d) Portrait cuts and statements per-
taining to its candidates for election to any
state office other than those provided for in
paragraphs (c¢) and (e) of this subsection or
any district office, when the district is com-
posed of one or more counties, §15 per page.

(e) Portrait cuts and statements per-
taining to its candidates for election to the
office of district attorney or any county of-
fice, $50 per page.

(2) Each independent candidate for elec-
tion at the regular biennial general election
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VOTERS' PAMPHLETS § 255.410

to any of the following offices, or his politi-
cal agent on his behalf, shall pay to the Sec-
retary of State at the time of filing portrait
cuts and statements under ORS 255.211, the
following fee for each page of space in the
voters’ pamphlet:

(a) President or Vice President of the
United States, United States Senator, Repre-
sentative in Congress or any state office to
be voted for in the state at large, $150.

(b) Any state office other than those
provided for in paragraphs (a) and (¢) of
this subsection or any district office, when
the district is composed of one or more coun-
ties, $15.

(c) District attorney, circuit court judge,
district court judge or any county office,
$50.

(3) In no case shall a fee paid under sub-
section (1) or (2) of this section be less than
the fee prescribed for one page of space in
the voters’ pamphlet.

(4) The Secretary of State, upon the re-
quest of such person, shall refund any fee
paid under subsection (1) or (2) of this sec-
tion to the person who paid such fee at any
time on or before the last day prescribed in
ORS 255.211 for filing portrait cuts and
statements, and in such event the portrait
cuts and statements shall not be printed in
the voters’ pamphlet.

(5) The Secretary of State shall pay all
fees received by him under subsections (1)
and (2) of this section into the General Fund

in the State Treasury.
[1957 c.608 §199; 1959 c.457 §4]

255.240 [Repealed by 1957 ¢.608 §231]

255.241 Preparing, printing, binding, de-
livery and distribution of pamphlets, (1) Not
later than the 59th day before the reg-
ular biennial general election, the Secretary
of State shall deliver to the State Printer a
list of the names of all candidates for election
to the offices referred to in ORS 255.211 and
of the offices for which such candidates are
competing, and all portrait cuts and state-
ments filed under ORS 255.211, properly
compiled, edited, prepared and indexed for
printing. Such list, portrait cuts and state-
ments shall pertain only to candidates whose
names appear on the register of nominations
kept by the Secretary of State.

(2) The State Printer shall print and
bind in pamphlet form the list, portrait cuts
and statements delivered to him under sub-
section (1) of this section, and shall print as
many copies of the voters’ pamphlet as the

Secretary of State estimates will be neces-
sary for distribution as provided in subsec-
tion (3) of this section. The State Printer
shall complete delivery of the voters’ pam-
phlets to the Secretary of State not less than
20 days before the regular biennial general
election.

(3) Not later than the 15th day be-
fore the regular biennial general election, the
Secretary of State shall cause a copy of the
voters’ pamphlet to be distributed by mail to
each registered elector entitled to vote for
the candidates or on the measures contained
therein, and may use such additional means
of distribution as he considers necessary or
desirable to make copies of the voters’ pam-
phlet available to registered electors en-
titled to vote for the candidates or on the
measures contained therein.

[1957 ¢.608 §200; 1961 c.532 §2]

255.250 [Amended by 1955 c.96 §2; repealed
by 1957 c.608 §231}

255.260 [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.270 to 255.300 [Reserved for expansion]

255.310 [Repealed by 1963 ¢.160 §1]
255.320 to 255.400 [Reserved for expansion]

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM
PAMPHLETS

255.410 Voters’ pamphlet to include
measures, statements and arguments; distri-
bution for special election. (1) The Secretary
of State shall have printed in the voters’
pamphlet provided for in ORS 255.211 to
255.241 for a regular biennial general elec-
tion or in a voters’ pamphlet for a special
election a true copy of the title and text of
each proposed law, Act or part of an Act of
the Legislative Assembly or amendment to
the Oregon Constitution to be submitted to
the people at such election, with the number
and form in which the ballot title thereof
will be printed on the official ballot, the ex-
planatory statements prepared and filed un-
der ORS 254.220 and arguments filed under
ORS 255.421.

(2) Not later than the 15th day be-
fore any special election at which any propos-
ed law, Act or part of an Act of the Legisla-
tive Assembly or amendment to the Oregon
Constitution is to be submitted to the people,
the Secretary of State shall cause a copy of
the voters’ pamphlet for such election to be
distributed by mail to each registered elector
entitled to vote on the measure, and may use
such additional means of distribution as he
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considers necessary or desirable to make
copies of the voters’ pamphlet available to
registered electors entitled to vote on the

measure.
[Amended by 1953 ¢.359 §4; 1957 ¢.608 §201; 1961
¢.532 §3]

255420 [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.421 Filing arguments for or against
initiative or referred measures. (1) Not later
than the 75th day before any special election
held on the date of the primary election or
any regular biennial general election at which
an initiated measure is to be voted upon, the
person or organization filing the initiative
petition may file with the Secretary of State
a typewritten argument advocating the
measure. Any person or organization may
file with the Secretary of State a typewritten
argument opposing the measure, As pro-
vided for in paragraphs (a) and (b) of sub-
section (1) of ORS 255.450, the Secretary of
State shall set aside one page each in the
voters’ pamphlet for which he shall neither
make nor collect any charge. Other persons
or organizations may file arguments in sup-
port of or in opposition to initiated measures
as provided for in subsection (2) of ORS
255.450.

(2) Not later than the 75th day before
any special election held on the date of the
primary election or any regular biennial gen-
eral election at which a referred measure is
to be voted upon, any person or organization
may file with the Secretary of State a type-
written argument advocating or opposing the
measure as provided for in ORS 255.450.

(3) Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided in the referral order of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, not later than the 75th day
before any special election held on the date
of the primary election or any regular bien-
nial general election at which a measure or-
dered referred by the Legislative Assembly is
to be voted upon, the joint committee pro-
vided for in this subsection shall file with the
Secretary of State a typewritten argument
advocating the measure. A joint committee
consisting of one Senator, to be appointed by
the President of the Senate, and two Repre-
sentatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, shall prepare
the argument advocating the referred meas-
ure and file it with the Secretary of State.

(4) Each person or organization filing
an argument under subsection (1) or (2) of
this section shall be allowed one page of
space in the voters’ pamphlet for the argu-

ment. Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided in the referral order of the Legislative
Assembly, the joint committee filing an ar-
gument under subsection (3) of this section
shall be allowed one page of space in the

voters’ pamphlet for the argument.

[1957 c.608 §203; 1959 c.457 §5; 1961 c.49 §4; 1965
¢.350 §1]

255.430 Type of arguments to be ex-
cluded from pamphlet; liability for libel. (1)
The Secretary of State shall reject any argu-
ment or other matter favoring or opposing
any measure and offered for filing and print-
ing in the voters’ pamphlet under ORS
255.421, which contains any obscene, vulgar,
profane, scandalous, libelous or defamatory
matter, or any language which in any way
incites, counsels, promotes or advocates ha-
tred, abuse, violence or hostility toward, or
which tends to cast ridicule or shame upon
any person or group of persons by reason of
race, color, religion or manner of worship, or
any language or matter, the circulation of
which through the mails is prohibited by
Congress. Such arguments shall not be filed
or printed in the voters’ pamphlet.

(2) Nothing in ORS 255.011 to 255.450
and 255.990 shall be deemed to make any
such argument or the authors thereof free or
exempt from any civil or criminal action or
penalty because of any false, slanderous or
libelous arguments offered for printing or
contained in the voters’ pamphlet. The per-
sons procuring, making, composing, signing
or offering such argument for filing shall be

deemed the authors and publishers thereof.
[Amended by 1957 c.608 §204]

255.440 Form for printing proposed
constitutional amendment; showing person
making each argument. (1) The text of a
proposed amendment to the Oregon Consti-
tution shall be printed in the voters’ pam-
phlet so as to indicate by the use of brackets
the matter that would be deleted from the
existing provision, and by italic type the mat-
ter that would be added thereto.

(2) Each argument in the voters’ pam-
phlet shall show the measure it advocates or
opposes and by what persons or organiza-

tions it is made.
[Amended by 1953 c.359 §4; 1953 ¢.647 §2; 1957 c.608
§205]

255.450 Payment of cost of printing
argument. (1) The Secretary of State shall
set aside pages in the voters’ pamphlet in
which arguments may be printed and for
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which he shall neither make nor collect any
charge, as follows:

(a) The argument filed under subsection
(1) of ORS 255.421 advocating an initiated
measure, one page.

(b) Arguments filed under subsection
(1) of ORS 255.421 opposing an initiated
measure, one page. Arguments first filed
shall be printed on such one page.

(c) An argument filed under subsection
(2) of ORS 255.421 by the person or organ-
ization filing the referendum petition advo-
cating the measure ordered referred by the
petition, one page.

(d) Arguments filed under subsection
(2) of ORS 255.421 opposing a measure or-
dered referred by petition, one page. Argu-
ments first filed shall be printed on such
one page.

(e) Arguments filed under subsection
(2) of ORS 255.421 advocating a measure
ordered referred by the Legislative Assem-
bly, one page. Arguments first filed shall be
printed on such one page.

(f) Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided in the referral order of the Legislative
Assembly, the argument filed under subsec-
tion (3) of ORS 255.421 advocating a meas-
ure ordered referred by the Legislative As-
sembly, one page.

(g) Except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided in the referral order of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, arguments filed under subsec-
tion (2) of ORS 255.421 opposing a meas-
ure ordered referred by the Legislative As-
sembly, one page. Arguments first filed shall
be printed on such one page.

(2) If more material advocating or op-
posing an initiated or referred measure is
filed than can be printed on the pages pro-
vided for in subsection (1) of this section,
the person or organization filing such ma-
terial shall pay to the Secretary of State at
the time of filing such material a fee of
$500 for each additional page of space, or
part thereof, in the voters’ pamphlet.

(3) The Secretary of State, upon the re-
quest of such person or organization, shall
refund any fee paid under subsection (2) of
this section to the person or organization

who paid such fee at any time on or before
the last day prescribed in ORS 255.421 for
filing arguments, and in such event the argu-
ments shall not be printed in the voters’
pamphlet.

(4) The Secretary of State shall pay all
fees received by him under subsection (2) of
this section into the General Fund in the
State Treasury.

[Amended by 1957 c.608 §206; 1959 c.457 §6]

255.460 [Repealed by 1957 c.608 §231]

255.470 Voters’ pamphlet for measures
submitted to special election not held at time
of primary election. For a special election
held at a time other than the date of a pri-
mary election and except as otherwise specif-
ically provided in the referral order of the
Legislative Assembly:

(1) The Secretary of State shall set
aside one page in the voters’ pamphlet in
which an argument in support of the pro-
posed measure may be printed. A joint com-
mittee consisting of one Senator, to be ap-
pointed by the President of the Senate, and
two Representatives, to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House, shall be appointed to
prepare such argument and file same with
the Secretary of State not later than 35 days
before the date of the special election.

(2) The Secretary of State shall accept
and file arguments in support of or in oppo-
sition to a referred measure as provided for
in ORS 255.450. Arguments filed under this
subsection shall be filed with the Secretary
of State not later than 35 days before the
date of the snecial election.

[1965 c.350 §2]

255.480 to 255.980 [Reserved for expansion]

PENALTIES

255.990 Penalties. Whoever violates any
provision of ORS 255.031 to 255.061, 255.211
to 255.241 or 255.310, the punishment for
which is not specially provided by law, shall
on conviction thereof be punished by im-
prisonment in the county jail for not more
than one year, or by a fine of not more
than $5,000, or both.
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CERTIFICATE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

Pursuant to ORS 173.170, I, Sam R. Haley, Legislative Counsel, do hereby certify that I have
compared each section printed in this chapter with the original section in the enrolled bill, and
that the sections in this chapter are correct copies of the enrolled sections, with the exception
of the changes in form permitted by ORS 173.160 and other changes specifically authorized by law.
Done at Salem, Oregon, Sam R. Haley
on November 15, 1965. Legislative Counsel

CHAPTERS 256 AND 257
[Reserved for expansion]
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