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BOATS AND BOATING

GENERAL PROVISIONS

488010 Repealed by 1957 c467 20

488011 Definitions for ORS 488011 to
488180 and 488600 As used in ORS 488011
to 488180 and 488600

1 Board means the State Marine
Board

2 Boat means every description of
water craft used or capable of being used as
a means of transportation on the water but
does not include aircraft equipped to land
on water

3 Horsepower means the rated horse
power of machinery at maximum operating
revolutions per minute

4 Length means the length of a boat
measured from end to end over the deck
excluding sheer

5 Motorboat means any boat pro
pelled in whole or in part by machinery in
cluding boats temporarily equipped with de
tachable motors

6 Operate means to navigate or other
wise use a boat

7 Operator of a boat livery means
any person who is engaged wholly or in part
in the business of chartering or renting boats
to other persons

8 Waters of this state means all
waters within the territorial limits of this
state the marginal sea adjacent to this state
and the high seas when navigated as part
of a journey or ride to or from the shore
of this state
1957 c467 1 1959 c686 64

488020 Repealed by 1957 c467 20

488021 Application of ORS 488011 to
488180 and 488600 1 Except as provided
in subsection 2 of this section ORS 488011
to 488180 and 488600 apply to all boats
operated in the waters of this state except
where inconsistent with any applicable laws
or regulations of an agency of the United
States in which case such laws or regula
tions shall prevail

2 ORS 488011 to 488180 and 488600
do not apply to boats described in paragraphs
a to d of subsection 1 of ORS 488715
1957 c467 2 1959 c686 65

488023 Operating boat in violation of
chapter prohibited No person shall operate
a boat in violation of any provision of this
chapter
f1959 c686 4611

488041

488024 Operating improperly equipped
boat prohibited No person shall operate or
give permission for another person to op
erate a boat which is not equipped as re
quired under ORS 488011 to 488180 and
488600
1959 c686 43

488025 Operator of boat livery to pro
vide properly equipped boats No operator of
a boat livery shall permit any boat he rents
to depart from the livery premises unless the
boat is equipped as provided under ORS
488011 to 488180 and 488600
1959 c686 56 1961 c185 4

488026 Regulations establishing mini
mum specifications for rented boats cancel
lation of certificate of boats not meeting
specifications 1 The board shall provide
by regulations minimum specifications of
safe design construction material and condi
tion of boats rented or chartered to the pub
lic The regulations shall be made in accord
ance with ORS chapter 183

2 After a hearing upon 10 days notice
to the owner of the boat the board may can
cel or revoke the certificate of number for
any boat rented or chartered to the public if
it does not equal or exceed the minimum
specifications provided by the board
1959 c686 57

488027 Peace officers to enforce chap
ter The sheriff of each county and all other
peace officers shall have the authority to
enforce the provisions of this chapter and
in the exercise of this authority may stop
any boat and direct it to a suitable pier or
anchorage
1959 c686 59

488028 Contrary local laws prohibited
No political subdivision of this state may
enact or enforce any law contrary to the
provisions of this chapter
1959 c686 60

488030 Repealed by 1957 c467 20

488031 Life preservers Each boat shall
carry at least one US Coast Guard ap
proved life jacket life preserver ring buoy
or buoyant cushion in good and serviceable
condition for each person on board
1957 c467 3 1959 c686 66

488040 Repealed by 1957 c467 20

1095

488041 Lights 1 Every boat shall
carry and show the following lights when
underway between sunset and sunrise

a Manually propelled boats a lantern



488052 VEFIICLES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT

capable of showing a white light which shall
be temporarily displayed in sufficient time
to prevent collision

b A Motorboats less than 26 feet in
length a white light aft showing all around
visible for at least two miles and a combina
tion 20 point light in the forepart of the boat
lower than the white light aft showing
green to starboard and red to port visible
for at least one mile

B Motorboats 26 feet or longer awhite
light aft showing all around visible for at
least two miles two separate 10 point side
lights visible for at least one mile and a 20
point white light in the forepart of the boat
lower than the white light aft visible for at
least two miles

c Boats propelled by sail a white 12
point light aft visible for at least two miles
and two separate 10 point sidelights visible
for at least one mile

2 As used in this section visible
means visible on a dark night with clear
atmosphere
1957 c467 4 1959 c686 66a

488050 Repealed by 1957 c467 201

488051 1957 c467 5 repealed by 1959 c686
72

3 Forty feet to not more than 65 feet
in lengthone poweroperated whistle or
horn capable of producing a blast of at
least two seconds duration and audible for
a distance of one mile

4 Commercial fishing motorboats 26
feet or longer and not more than 65 feet in
lengthone hand mouth or power operated
whistle or horn capable of producing a blast
of two seconds or more duration and audible
for a distance of at least one mile
1957 c467 6 1959 c686 671961 c185 5

488065 Bells In addition to the warn

ing devices required by ORS 488061 each
boat 26 feet and over in length shall be pro
vided with a bell which produces a clear bell
like tone of full round characteristics when
struck

1961 c185 2
488070 Amended by 1953 c219 2 part en

acted as 1955 c440 1 1957 c126 1 renumbered
488620

488071 Carburetors Carburetors on all
engines of motorboats other than outboard
motors shall be fitted with a U S Coast
Guard approved device for arresting back
fire

1957 c467 7

488052 Muffling devices The exhaust
of every internal combustion engine used on
any motorboat shall be effectively muffled
by equipment so constructed and used as to
muffle or suppress the noise of the exhaust
in a reasonable manner The use of cutouts

or open exhaust stacks is prohibited except
for motorboats competing in a regatta race
or trial for speed records authorized as pro
vided in ORS 488108 and for racing motor
boats while the boat or equipment on the
boat is being tried or tested
1959 c686 41

488060 Renumbered 488610

488061 Whistles and horns Each mo

torboat 16 feet in length and over shall be
provided with a whistle or horn as follows

1 Sixteen feet or longer but less than
26 feetone hand mouth or power operated
whistle or horn capable of producing a blast
of two seconds or more in duration and
audible for at least onehalf mile

2 Twentysix feet or longer but less
than 40 feetone hand or poweroperated
whistle or horn capable of producing a blast
of at least two seconds duration and audible
for a distance of one mile

1

488080 Ventilators Motorboats using
fuel having a flashpoint of 110 degrees Fah
renheit or less shall have at least two venti

lators fitted with cowls or their equivalent
for the purpose of properly and efficiently
ventilating the bilges of every engine and
fuel compartment in order to remove any
inflammable or explosive gases Motorboats
so constructed as to have the greater portion
of the bilges under the engines and fuel tanks
open and exposed to the natural atmosphere
at all times are not required to be fitted with
such ventilators
1957 c467 8

488090 Fire extinguishers Every mo
torboat shall carry on board fully charged
and in good condition the following U S
Coast Guard approved hand portable fire ex
tinguishers

1 Motorboats with no fixed fire extin

guishing system in the machinery space and
which are

a Less than 26 feet in length one ex
tinguisher

b Twentysix feet or longer but less
than 40 feet two extinguishers

c Forty feet or longer three extin
guishers
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BOATS AND BOATING

2 Motorboats with a fixed fire extin
guishing system in the machinery space and
which are

a Twentysix feet or longer but less
than 40 feet one extinguisher

b Forty feet or longer two extin
guishers

The extinguishers required by this section
are Class BI extinguishers described in 46
Code of Federal Regulations 2530 but one
Class BII extinguisher described in that
regulation may be substituted for two Class
BI extinguishers
1957 c467 9 1959 c686 67a

488092 Safety devices on boat operated
in tidewater No person shall operate a boat
in the waters of this state which rise and
fall with the ebb and now of the tide unless

the boat is equipped with safety devices of
a type prescribed by regulations of the board
made in accordance with ORS chapter 183
1959 c686 42

488094 Additional equipment The board
may require by regulation that all boats or
any class of boats shall carry or install addi
tional equipment which in the opinion of the
board is necessary for the safety of persons
and property The regulations shall be made
in accordance with ORS chapter 183
1959 c686 63

488098 Records of operator of boat
livery The operator of a boat livery shall
make and preserve for at least six months

written record of

1 The name of each person who hires
boat from the livery
2 The identifying number of the boat
3 The date on which the boat is hired

and the hour of departure from the livery
4 The expected date and hour of re

turn

5 The date and hour of return
1959 c686 551

488100 Reckless operation speed 1
Every operator of a boat shall at all times
operate the boat in a careful and prudent
manner and at such rate of speed as not to
endanger the life limb or property of any
person

2 Reckless operation of a boat includes
operating the boat in a manner which un
necessarily interferes with the free and
proper use of the navigable waters of this
state or unnecessarily endangers other boats
therein or the life and limb of any person

10

488108

3 No person shall operate any boat at
a rate of speed greater than will permit him
in the exercise of reasonable care to bring
the boat to a stop within the assured clear
distance ahead

4 Nothing in ORS 488011 to 488180
and 488600 is intended to prevent the op
erator of a boat actually competing in an
event which is authorized as provided in ORS
488108 from attempting to attain high
speeds on a marked racing course
1957 c467 10 1959 c686 68

488101 Operator to maintain lookout
The operator of a boat shall keep a proper
lookout at all times while underway
1961 c185 3

488102 Testing racing motorboat in
certain areas prohibited No person shall op
erate a racing motorboat for the purpose of
trying or testing the boat or equipment on
the boat in any of the following areas

1 Where boats are anchored

2 Where people are swimming
3 Near populated beaches
4 Among water skiers
5 Among boats underway
6 Where persons or property will be

endangered because the area is otherwise
congested
1959 c686 41a

488108 Authorization required to hold
marine event 1 At least 15 days before
holding a regatta boat race marine parade
tournament or exhibition on the waters of

this state the person who will be in charge
of the event shall apply to the board for
authorization to hold the event

2 The board shall provide by regula
tion for the manner of applying for and
granting authorization The regulation shall
be made in accordance with ORS chapter 183

3 The board shall approve all applica
tions for authorization which are consistent
with the safety and pleasure of the public

4 No person shall hold a regatta boat
race marine parade tournament trial for
speed records or exhibition on the waters
of this state unless the authorization of the
board has been secured except that the
boards authorization is not required if au
thorization or the equivalent has been se
cured from an appropriate agency of the
United States

5 An authorization by the board does
not exempt a personholding an event from
compliance with applicable federal law
1959 c686 48
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488110 VFMCLES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT

488110 Operation rules as between

boats 1 When two boats are approaching
each other head on or nearly so so as to
involve risk of collision each boat shall
bear to the right and pass the other boat on
its left side

2 When boats approach each other
obliquely or at right angles the boat ap
proaching on the right side has the right of
way

3 One boat may overtake another on
either side but shall grant right of way to
the overtaken boat
1957 c467 111

488120 Traffic lanes 1 No person
shall so anchor a boat for fishing or other
purposes on any body of water over which
the state has jurisdiction in such a position
as to obstruct a passageway ordinarily used
by other boats

2 No person shall operate a boat within
a water area which is clearly marked by
buoys or some other distinguishing device as
a bathing or swimming area
1957 c467 12

488124 Reporting lost boat If any per
son finds a boat which is lost or adrift he
shall report the whereabouts of the boat to
the owner or to any peace officer at the
earliest possible time
1959 c686 54

488130 Overloading No boat shall be
loaded with passengers or cargo beyond its
safe carrying capacity taking into consid
eration weather and other normal operating
conditions

1957 c467 13

488140 Riding on decks and gunwales
1 No person operating a motorboat shall
allow any person to ride or sit on either the
starboard or port gunwales thereof or on the
decking over the bow of the boat while under
way unless the motorboat is provided with
adequate guards or railing

2 Nothing in this section is intended to
prevent passengers or other persons aboard
a boat from standing on the decking over
the bow of the boat in order to moor the boat
to a mooring buoy float or dock or to cast
off from such a buoy float or dock or for
any other necessary purpose
1957 c467 14 1961 c185 61

similar device in a reckless or negligent man
ner so as to endanger any person or prop
erty

2 No person shall operate a boat for
the purpose of towing a person on water skis
surfboard or similar device and no person
shall engage in water skiing surfboarding or
similar activity at any time after one hour
after sunset and before one hour before sun

rise This subsection does not apply to a
person while engaged in a professional ex
hibition or to a person engaged in an activity
authorized under ORS 488108

3 No person shall operate or manipu
late any boat tow rope or other device by
which the direction or location of a person
on water skis surfboard or similar device
may be affected or controlled in a reckless or
negligent manner so as to cause the person
on water skis surfboard or similar device
to collide with or strike against any person
or object

4 No person shall ride or manipulate
any water skis surfboard or similar device
while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor narcotic drug barbiturate or mari
juana

5 No person shall operate a boat on any
waters of this state towing a person on wa
ter skis aquaplane surfboard saucer or
similar device unless another person in the
boat is continuously observing the person
being towed or unless the boat is equipped
with a curved rear view mirror placed so
that the operator may continuously observe
the person being towed
1959 c686 44 45 46 47 1961 c185 7

488150 Mooring to buoys and beacons
No person shall moor a boat to any of the
buoys or beacons placed in any waterway
by the authority of the United States an
agency of the United States or by the board
nor in any manner hang on with a boat to
such buoy or beacon
1957 c467 15 1959 c686 69

488160 Operating boat while drunk or
drugged 1 No person under the influence
of intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs or
barbital or who is a habitual user of nar
cotic drugs or barbital shall operate propel
or be in actual physical control of any boat

2 No owner of a boat or person in
h tr 1 f b at shall authorizec arge or in con o o a o

488144 Water skiing surfboarding and or knowingly permit the boat to be propelled
similar activities 1 No person shall ride or operated by any person who is under the
or manipulate any water skis surfboard or influence of intoxicating liquor narcotic
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BOATS AND BOATING

drugs or barbital or any person who is a
habitual user of narcotic drugs or barbital
1957 c467 16

488164 Duties of operators and wit
nesses at accidents 1 The operator of any
boat involved in an accident which results in
injury or death to any person or causes dam
age to property immediately shall stop his
boat at the scene of the accident or as close
thereto as possible and shall remain at the
scene of the accident until he has fulfilled

the requirements of subsection 2 of this
section

2 The operator of any boat involved
in an accident resulting in injury or death
to any person or damage to property shall

a Give to the other operator surviving
occupant or any person not injured as a re
sult of the accident his name address and
the identifying number of the boat which he
is operating and the name and address of
any other occupants of the boat

b Render reasonable assistance to any
person injured in the accident including
conveying or the making of arrangements
for the conveying of the person to a physi
cian surgeon or hospital for medical or
surgical treatment if it is apparent that
treatment is necessary or if conveyance is
requested by any injured person

3 Any witness to the accident shall
furnish to the operator occupant or injured
person his name and address
1959 c686 49

488168 Accident report required 1
The operator of any boat involved in an acci
dent resulting in injury or death to any per
son or damage to property shall within 48
hours forward a complete written report of
such accident to the board

2 Whenever a report is insufficient in
the opinion of the board it may require the
operator to file a supplemental report and
may also require a witness to the accident
to render a report to the board

3 Whenever the operator of a boat is
physically incapable of making a required
accident report and there was another occu
pant in the boat at the time of the accident
capable of making a report the occupant
shall make or cause the report to be made
1959c68650

72
488170 1957 c467 17 repealed by 1959 c686

488176

The board shall prepare and make available
to the public forms for accident reports re
quired in ORS 488168 The report shall call
for sufficiently detailed information to dis
close the cause of an accident conditions
then existing and the persons and vehicles
involved Every accident report shall be
made on a form approved by the board

2 The State Health Officer shall on or
before the fifteenth day of each month for
ward to the board a copy of the death cer
tificate covering the death resulting from a
boat accident of any persons within his jur
isdiction during the preceding calendar
month

1959 c686 51

488176 Confidential nature of report
1 All accident reports made to the board
shall be without prejudice to the individual
reporting and shall be for the confidential
use of administrative and enforcement agen
cies only

2 The board upon written request
shall if available disclose the following in
formation to any party involved in the acci
dent or in the event of his death to any
member of his family or his personal rep
resentatives

a The identityof the owner operator
occupants and the identifying number of a
boat involved in an accident

b The names of any companies insur
ing the owner or operator and

c The identity of any witnesses to the
accident

3 No such report shall be used as evi
dence in any trial civil or criminal arising
out of the accident The board shall furnish
upon demand of any person who has or
claims to have made such a report or upon
demand of any court a certificate showing
that a specified accident report has or has
not been made to the board solely to prove
a compliance or a failure to comply with the
requirement that such a report be made to
the board

4 The board shall compile and may
analyze all accident reports and shall pub
lish annually or at more frequent intervals
statistical information relating to boat acci
dents

5 In response to any request duly made
by an authorized official or agency of the
United States or in compliance with any re
quirement under the Federal Boating Act of
958 the board shall transmit any informa

tion compiled or otherwise available to the
488172 Form of report sending death 1

certificate to State Marine Board 1
1096c



488178 VEHICLES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT

board from the accident reports required by
ORS 488168 and 488172
1959 c686 52 53

488178 Liability of owner for negligent
operation of boat 1 The owner of a boat
shall be liable for the negligent operation of
the boat in the same manner and to the
same extent as the owner of a motor vehicle
is liable under the rule of law which holds

one person liable for the act of another who
operates a motor vehicle for a family pur
pose

2 Subsection 1 of this section does
not apply in actions in which courts of ad
miralty have jurisdiction
1959 c686 58

488180 Other laws not affected 1

Nothing in ORS 488011 to 488180 and
488600 is intended to affect the provisions
of ORS 163340 488600 to 488620 488705
to 488870 or 783610

2 The provisions of ORS 488011 to
488180 and 488600 are in addition to and
not in lieu of any other statutes
1957 c467 19 1959 c686 70

488190 to 488590 Reserved for expansion

REGULATIONS FOR SPECIFIC AREAS

488600 Special regulations of State Ma
rine Board for political subdivisions 1 Af
ter a hearing upon notice the board upon
consideration of the size of a body of water
and traffic conditions may make special reg
ulations including the establishment of des
ignated speeds consistent with the safety of
the public relating to the operation of boats
on any waters within the territorial limits of
any political subdivision of this state pro
vided however designated speeds set by the
board shall not apply to vessels documented
by an agency of the United States

2 The governing body of a political
subdivision of this state may apply to the
board for special regulations relating to the
operation of boats on the waters within the
territorial limits of the political subdivision
Within a reasonable time the board shall
act upon the application in the manner pro
vided in subsection 1 of this section

3 The notice required by subsection
1 of this section shall be published in at
least two issues of a newspaper of general
circulation in the political subdivision The
second publication shall be not less than one
week before the hearing

10

4 Any speeds in excess of the speeds
designated by the board as provided in this
section shall be prima facie evidence of the
violation of ORS 488100

1959 c686 62 1961 c292 1

488610 Motor boats prohibited on cer
tain lakes 1 No person shall use motor
boats for any purpose on Taylor Lake Irish
Lake South Twin Lake North Twin Lake
Three Creek Lake Devils Lake and Lucky
Lake inCounty Trillium Lake in
Clackamas County or Gold Lake in Lane
County

2 No person shall use motor boats for
any purpose on Clear Lake in Linn County
Todd Lake in Deschutes County Olallie Lake
and Horseshoe Lake in Jefferson County
Frog Lake in Wasco County Breitenbush
Lake in Marion County Lost Lake in Hood
River County or Timpanagos and Opal Lakes
in Douglas County
Formerly 488060 amended by 1961 c420 1

488620 Speed restrictions for motor
boats in certain areas 1 No person shall
operate a boat with an outboard or inboard
motor at a speed in excess of 10 miles per
hour during those hours of the day and on
those days of the year that it is lawful to
fish on East Lake Paulina Lake and Elk
Lake in Deschutes County Magone Lake in
Grant County Timothy Lake in Clackamas
County Davis Lake in Deschutes and Klam
ath Counties Diamond Lake in Douglas
County and Squaw Lakes in Jackson County

2 No person shall operate a boat with
an outboard or inboard motor at a speed
in excess of 10 miles per hour in Mamath
County on

a That portion of Upper lKlamath

Lake that lies west of a line beginning at
a point on the north shore of Pelican Bay
one quarter mile east of Crystal Creek and
extending due south to the opposite shore
of the lake

b Any stream creek or canal that
leads into the portion of Upper Mamath
Lake described in paragraph a of this sub
section including Crystal Creek Recreation
Creek and Fourmile Creek also known as
Harriman Creek

3 No person shall operate a boat with
an outboard or inboard motor at a speed in
excess of 10 miles per hour

a In Clackamas County on that por
tion of the waters of the reservoir known as
North Fork Reservoir which lies upstream
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BOATS AND BOA 488720

from a line drawn across the reservoir at
right angles to the thread of the stream at
a point 23 miles upstream from the North
Fork Dam measured along the thread of the
stream

b In Jefferson County on that portion
of the waters behind Pelton Dam known as
Lake Simtustus which lies upstream from a
line drawn across the lake at right angles to
the thread of the stream at a point 85 miles
upstream from the Pelton Dam measured
along the thread of the stream
Formerly 488070 amended by 1959 c148 l 1961
c420 2

488630 to 488700 Reserved for expansion

NUMBERING TITLES AND LICENSES
488705 Definitions for ORS 488705 to

488870 As used in ORS 488705 to 488870
unless the context requires otherwise

1 Board means the State Marine
Board

2 Boat means every description of
watercraft used or capable of being used
as a means of transportation on the water
but does not include aircraft equipped to
land on water

3 Dealer means a person who en
gages wholly or in part in the business of
buying selling or exchanging boats either
outright or on conditional sale bailment
lease chattel mortgage or otherwise

4 Horsepower means the rated

horsepower of machinery at maximum op
erating revolutions per minute

5 Length means the length of a boat
measured from end to end over the deck
excluding sheer

6 Operate means to navigate or oth
erwise use a boat on water

7 Owner means a person or persons
who have a property interest other than a
security interest in a boat and the right of
use or possession of the boat but does not
include a lessee

8 Ownership means a property in
terest other than a security interest

9 Security interest means an inter
est reserved or created by agreement which
secures payment or performance of an obli
gation

of a journey or ride to or from the shore
of this state

1959 c686 1

488710 Declaration of policy It is the
policy of this state to promote safety for
persons and property in and connected with
the use operation and equipment of boats
and to promote uniformity of laws relating
thereto

1959 c686 2

488715 Application of ORS 488715 to
488760 1 ORS 488715 to 488760 do not
apply to

a A boat which has a valid marine
document issued by the Bureau of Customs
of the United States or any federal agency
which succeeds to the duty of issuing ma
rine documents

b Foreign boats operated only tempor
arily in the waters of this state

c A boat owned and operated by the
United States or a state or by an entity or
political subdivision of the United States or
a state

d A ships lifeboat used solely for life
saving purposes

e A boat belonging to a class of boats
which has been exempted from the provi
sions of ORS 488715 to 488760 by the board
as provided in subsection 9 of ORS 488830
f A boat already covered by a number

in full force and effect which has been is

sued to it pursuant to federal law or a fed
erally approved numbering system of an
other state provided that such boat shall
not have been within this state for a period
in excess of 90 consecutive days

g A boat owned by an eleemosynary or
ganization which is operated primarily as a
part of organized activities for the purpose
of promoting the ability of youths to do
things for themselves teaching youths scout
craft and camping seamanship selfreliance
patriotism courage and kindred virtues

2 ORS 488715 to 488760 do apply to
all boats other than boats described in sub

section 1 of this section which are pro
pelled by machinery of eight horsepower or
more whether or not the machinery is the
principal source of propulsion
1959 c686 3 1961 e185 8

10 Waters of this state means all
waters within the territorial limits of this 488720 Certificate of number required
state the marginal sea adjacent to this state No person shall operate a boat on the wa
and the high seas when navigated as a part tern of this state unless
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488725 VEHICLES AND SKULL WATERCRAFT

1 The owner of the boat holds a valid
effective certificate of number issued in his
name as owner

a By this state as provided in ORS
488705 to 488870 or

b By an agency of the Federal Govern
ment or

c By another state which issued the
certificate of number under a federally ap
proved numbering system

2 The certificate of number is carried
on the boat

1959 c686 4

488725 Identifying number on bow of
boat No person shall operate a boat on the
waters of this state unless

1 There is painted on or attached to
each side of the bow of the boat a valid ef
fective identifying number awarded to the
boat

a By this state or
b By an agency of the Federal Govern

ment or

c Subject to the provisions of ORS
488755 by another state which awards
identifying numbers under a federally ap
proved numbering system

2 The identifying number described in
subsection 1 of this section is painted or
attached on each side of the forward half of

the vessel in such position as to provide clear
legibility for identification The numbers
shall read from left to right and shall be in
block characters of good proportion not less
than three inches in height The numbers
shall be of a color which will contrast with

the color of the background and so main
tained as to be clearly visible and legible ie
dark letters on a light background or light
letters on a dark background

3 No number other than the identify
ing number described in subsection 1 of
this section appears on the bow of the boat
1959 c686 5 1961 c185 9

488730 Application for number Sub
ject to the provisions of ORS 488760 the
owner of a boat which is operated princi
pally on the waters of this state shall apply
to the board for an identifying number The
application shall include the true name of
the owner the residence or business address
of the owner and a description of the boat
The application shall be signed by the owner
and shall be accompanied by a fee of 5
1959 c686 6

488735 Issuance of certificate of number

Subject to the provisions of ORS 488740
if the application is in order the board shall
issue to the owner a certificate of number

which shall state the identifying number
awarded to the boat the name and address
of the owner the description of the boat the
issue date and the expiration date of the
certificate of number The certificate of
number shall be pocket size
1959 c686 7

488740 Expiration of certificate of

number renewal of certificate 1 A cer
tificate of number expires three calendar
years after the date of issue or on the date
of a change of ownership of the boat to
which the identifying number is awarded
whichever occurs first

2 The board may require the surrender
of the expired certificate of number before
issuing a new certificate of number

3 The identifying number awarded to
a boat by the board shall not be changed
because of the renewal of a certificate of
number or the issuance of a new certificate
of number

4 An application for renewal of a cer
tificate of number shall be made in the same
manner as provided in ORS 488730 The ap
plication shall be accompanied by a fee of
3 The board shall renew certificates of
number in the same manner as provided in
ORS 488735
1959 c686 8 9

488745 Reserved for expansion

488750 Report of transfer abandon
ment or destruction of boat or change of ad
dress of owner 1 Within a reasonable
time after the transfer of all or any part of
his interest in a boat or the abandonment
or destruction of a boat for which a valid
identifying number has been awarded by
this state the owner shall notify the board
of the transfer of interest destruction or
abandonment

1096f

2 Within a reasonable time after any
change in his address the owner of a boat
for which a valid identifying number has
been awarded by this state shall report the
change to the board
1959 c686 9a

488755 Application by owner having
number awarded by Federal Government or
another state The owner of any boat cov
ered by a number in full force and effect
which has been issued to it pursuant to the
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then operative federal law or a federally ap
proved numbering system of another state
shall make application within 10 days after
the 90 day reciprocity period provided in
paragraph f of subsection 1 of ORS
488715 Such application shall be in a man
ner pursuant to the procedure required for
the issuance of a number in ORS 488730

1959 c686 10 1961 c185 10

488760 Dealers number 1 A dealer
may apply to the board for one or more
identifying numbers A dealersnumber shall
be displayed on a boat while the boat is op
erated for a purpose related to the buying
selling or exchanging of the boat by the
dealer

2 The application for a dealers num
ber shall include the name of the dealer and

the business address of the dealer Any num
ber of identifying numbers may be requested
in the same application

3 An application for dealers numbers
shall be accompanied by the following fees

a For the first number applied for 20
b For each additional number applied

for in any application 5
4 The board shall issue a certificate

of number for each identifying number
awarded to a dealer in the same manner as

provided in ORS 488735 except that no
boat shall be described in the certificate and

each certificate shall state that the identify
ing number has been awarded to a dealer
A dealers certificate of number expires
three calendar years after the date of issue

5 The provisions of subsections 2
and 4 of ORS 488740 apply to dealers
certificate of number except that the fee
for renewal of each dealers number shall

be 5
6 A dealers identifying number shall

be displayed in the same manner as pro
vided in subsection 2 of ORS 488725 ex
cept that the number may be temporarily
attached and except that immediately below
the number in characters as large as the
numbers the word dealer shall be dis
played

7 No person other than a dealer or a
representative of a dealer shall display or
use a dealersidentifying number

8 No dealer or representative of a
dealer shall use a dealers identifying num
ber for any purpose other than the purpose
described in subsection 1 of this section
1959 c686 11 12 13 14

488765 Reserved for expansion

488790

488770 Certificate of title 1 Except
in the case of amphibious vehicles which have
a valid title issued by the Department of
Motor Vehicles no person shall operate a
boat for which an identifying number other
than a dealersnumber is required under ORS
488715 to 488760 or which is 12 feet in
length or longer and not described in subsec
tion 1 of ORS 488715 unless the owner has
secured from the board a certificate of title
for the boat

2 A certificate of title is prima facie
evidence of the ownership of a boat A cer
tificate of title is good for the life of the
boat so long as the certificate is owned or
held by the legal holder of the certificate

3 In accordance with ORS chapter 183
the board shall make regulations necessary
to carry out the provisions of subsections 1
and 2 of this section

4 The board shall charge a fee of 2
for issuing each certificate of title
1959 c686 15 16 17 1961 c185 11

488775 Reserved for expansion

488780 Refusal to issue or cancellation

of certificate of number or title 1 If the
board determines at any time that an ap
plicant for a certificate of title or a certifi
cate of number has given a false statement
or false information in applying for the cer
tificate or otherwise failed to comply with
the applicable provisions under ORS 488705
to 488870 pertaining to application for cer
tificates it may refuse to issue the certifi
cate

2 If the board determines at any time
that an owner or dealer named in a certifi

cate of title or certificate of number gave
a false statement or false information in

applying for the certificate or otherwise
failed to comply with the applicable pro
visions under ORS 488705 to 488870 per
taining to applications for certificates it
may cancel the certificate after a hearing
upon 10 days notice
1959 c686 18

488785 Reserved for expansion

1096g

488790 Annual license required li

censed boats not subject to other tax or
license exceptions 1 No person shall op
erate a boat unless the owner has secured

from the board a valid effective annual li
cense for the boat and unless the license is

conspicuously displayed on the boat while it
is operated except



488805 VEHICLES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT

a Those boats less than 12 feet in
length and using motors of less than eight
horsepower

b Those boats used for commercial pur
poses which have a valid marine document
issued by the Bureau of Customs of the
United States or any federal agency which
succeeds to the duty of issuing marine docu
ments

c Those boats which are assessed by
the State Tax Commission under the pro
visions of ORS 308505 to 308990

d Those boats listed in paragraphs b
c d e f and g of subsection 1
of ORS 488715

e Amphibious vehicles which have been
licensed by the Department of Motor Ve
hicles

2 The annual license fee provided in
subsections 3 and 4 of this section is in
lieu of any other tax or license Except as
provided in subsection 5 of this section if
a boat is licensed under this section prior to
April 1 of any year such boat is entitled to
the exemption provided by this subsection
for the assessment year beginning on Janu
ary 1 of such year

3 In accordance with ORS chapter 183
the board shall make regulations necessary
to carry out the provisions of subsections
1 and 2 of this section

4 The board shall charge the following
fees for annual licenses

a Manually propelled boats 3
b Motorboats and sailboats less than

16 feet in length 3
c Motor boats and sailboats 16 feet or

longer but less than 20 feet 5
d Motorboats and sailboats 20 feet or

longer 5 plus 1 for each foot or part of a
foot in excess of 20 feet

5 Old and new boats not licensed under
this section on January 1 of any year
which are being held in stock by the owner
or dealer for sale or exchange shall be re
ported to the county assessor by the own
er and listed for ad valorem taxation but
the assessor shall cancel such listing with re
spect to all such boats upon being furnished
prior to July 1 of such year with documen
tary proof that the boats so assessed have
been licensed in this state and the license fees

have been paid thereon not later than June
1 of the same year
1959 c686 19 20 21 1961 c382 1

488795 to 488800 Reserved for expansion

488805 Duplicate certificate or license
The board may issue a duplicate certificate
of number title or annual license upon ap
plication by the person entitled to hold such
a certificate if the board is satisfied that

the original certificate has been lost de
stroyed or multilated The board shall charge
a fee of 1 for issuing a duplicate certificate
1959 c686 22

488810 Record of certificates numbers
and licenses fees for furnishing information
The board shall keep a current record of out
standing certificates of title certificates of
number recorded numbers and annual li
censes which shall be a public record open
to inspection by the public during reasonable
office hours However the board may charge
a reasonable fee for furnishing information
concerning a boat or its owner
1959 c686 23 1961 c185 12

488815 Distribution of lists of owners

The board may publish and distribute to
the sheriff and county clerk of each county
the U S Coast Guard Department of State
Police and other interested agencies current
lists of the names and addresses of boat

owners to whom valid effective identifying
numbers have been issued The lists if pub
lished shall be arranged both alphabetically
by the name of the owner and numerically
by the identifying numbers
1959 c686 25

488820 False information prohibited
No person shall give any false statement or
information or assist another to give any
false statement or information in any ap
plication notice statement or report to the
board

1959 c686 24

STATE MARINE BOARD

488825 State Marine Board 1 There
hereby is created the State Marine Board
consisting of five members to be appointed
by the Governor and to serve at the pleasure
of the Governor

2 Each member shall be a resident of

this state a citizen of the United States and
at the time of his appointment shall have re
sided in this state for at least one year
1959 c686 27

Note The 1961 amendment to ORS 488790 ap 488830 Powers and duties of board In
plies to assessment years beginning on or after Jan
uary 1 1962 See 1961 c382 2 addition to the powers and duties otherwise
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provided in this chapter the board shall have
the power and duty to

1 Make all rules and regulations nec
essary to carry out the provisions of this
chapter The rules and regulations shall be
made in accordance with ORS chapter 183

2 Devise a system of identifying num
bers for boats If an agency of the Federal
Government has an overall system of iden
tification numbering for boats within the
United States the system devised by the
board shall conform with the federal system

3 Cooperate with state and federal
agencies to promote uniformity of the laws
relating to boating and their enforcement

4 Make contracts necessary to carry
out the provisions of ORS 488705 to 488870

5 Advise and assist county sheriffs
and other peace officers in the enforcement
of laws relating to boating

6 Study plan and recommend the de
velopment of boating facilities throughout
the state which will promote the safety and
pleasure of the public through boating

7 Publicize the advantage of safe boat
ing

8 Accept gifts and grants of property
and money to be used to further the pur
poses of this chapter

9 Exempt from any provisions of this
chapter any class of boats if it determines
that the safety of persons and property will
not be materially promoted by the applica
bility of those provisions to the class of
boats but the board shall not exempt from
numbering any class of boats unless it de
termines that the numbering will not ma
terially aid in their identification and un
less the secretary of the department of the
Federal Government under which the United
States Coast Guard is operating has ex
empted from numbering the same boats or
classes of boats

488855

of this state Such rules and regulations shall
not conflict with markings prescribed by the
United States Coast Guard No political sub
division or person shall mark the waters of
this state in any manner in conflict with the
markings prescribed by the board
1959 c686 34 1961 c292 2

488835 Manner of giving notices No
tice of any hearing required by this chapter
to be given by the board to a person shall
be written notice given in person or by cer
tified mail If notice is mailed it shall be
deemed to be made on the second day after
it is placed in the mail
1959 c686 261

488840 Term of office of board mem

ber vacancies The term of office of a mem
ber is four years beginning on July 1 of the
year of appointment A member shall con
tinue to serve until a successor has been
appointed and qualifies Before a members
term expires the Governor shall appoint a
successor to assume his duties on July 1 at
the expiration of his predecessorsterm A
vacancy in office shall be filled by appoint
ment for the unexpired term
1959 c686 28

488845 Compensation and expenses of
members Members of the board shall receive
no compensation for their services as mem
bers but subject to any other applicable
law regulating travel and other expenses for
state officers they shall receive their actual
travel and other expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties
1959 c686 30

488850 Officers quorum meetings
The board shall select one of its members
as chairman and another as secretary each
of whom shall hold office for one year or
until the selection of a successor Three
members of the board constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business The board
shall meet at least once every three months
at a place day and hour determined by the
board The board shall also meet at such
other times and places as are specified by
the call of the chairman or of three mem
bers of the board
1959 c686 31

10 Appoint and require the bonding
of agents to issue identifying numbers and
certificates of number or annual licenses
The board may compensate agents by a per
centage of receipts but the percentage shall
be the same for each agent

11 Publish and distribute to the inter
ested public the boating laws of this state
and resumes or explanations of those laws

12 Publish and distribute forms for
any application required under this chapter
and require the use of such forms 488855 State Marine Director 1 The

13 Make rules and regulations for the board shall appoint a State Marine Director
uniform navigational marking of the waters who shall serve at the pleasure of the board
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488860 VEHICLES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT

2 The director shall devote full time
to the duties of his office With the approval
of the board he shall

a Administer the numbering certifi
cating recording and licensing duties of the
board

b Perform any other duties assigned
by the board

c Hire subordinate employes and fix
their compensation
1959 c686 32

488860 Disposition of moneys received
by board 1 On or before the tenth day of
each month the board shall pay into the
State Treasury all moneys received by the
board during the preceding calendar month
The State Treasurer shall credit the moneys
to the State Marine Board Account in the
General Fund which account hereby is
created The moneys in the State Marine
Board Account hereby are continuously
appropriated to the board for the purpose
of paying the expense of administering and
enforcing the provisions of this chapter The
board shall keep a record of all moneys re
ceived and expended

2 After paying the necessary expenses
incurred by the board in administering and
enforcing this chapter the board shall dis
tribute to the governing bodies of the coun
ties of this state the moneys in the State
Marine Board Account The board shall de
termine the amounts to be distributed and
the intervals at which the moneys shall be
distributed The governing body of each
county shall be paid a proportionate share
to be determined as near as possible to the
date of distribution by the ratio of the num
ber of valid effective certificates of num
ber issued to residents of the county as com
pared to the total number of valid effective
certificates of number issued
1959 c686 35

488865 Fines collected to be deposited
in State Marine Board Account 1 Each
fine resulting from prosecution under this
chapter except ORS 488071 488080
488110 488120 488130 488140 488160
488610 488620 and subsections 1 to 6
of ORS 488990 shall be paid to the State
Treasurer by the court or judicial officer
collecting the fine or bail after deducting
any court costs in the proceeding The State
Treasurer shall deposit the moneys in the
State Marine Board Account

2 If any money described in subsection
10

1 of this section is not paid to the State
Treasurer by the tenth day of the second
month following the month in which it is col
lected the court or judicial officer who col
lected the money shall be deemed delinquent
in the payment of the money An action may
be maintained in the name of the state to re
cover the unpaid amounts with interest at
the legal rate
1959 c686 36 37

488870 Consistency with federal law
If any provision of ORS 488705 to 488870
conflicts with the Federal Boating Act of
1958 so that the system of identifying num
bers for boats devised by the board is not
approved by the secretary of the department
of the Federal Government under which the
United States Coast Guard is operating that
provision of ORS 488705 to 488870 is inop
erative to the extent that it so conflicts but
such conflict shall not affect the remainder
of ORS 488705 to 488870
1959 c686 37a

488875 to 488980 Reserved for expansion

PENALTMS

488990 Penalties 1 Violation of ORS
488100 is a misdemeanor

2 Except as provided in subsection 1
of this section violation of any provision of
ORS 488011 to 488180 and 488600 is pun
ishable upon conviction by a fine not ex
ceeding 100

3 Violation of subsection 1 of ORS
488610 is punishable upon conviction by a
fine of not more than 25 or by imprison
ment in the county jail for not more than
30 days or both

4 Violation of subsection 2 of ORS
488610 is punishable upon conviction by a
fine of not more than 100 or by imprison
ment in the county jail for not more than 90
days

5 Violation of subsection 1 of ORS
488620 is punishable upon conviction by a
fine of not more than 50

6 Violation of subsection 2 or 3 of
ORS 488620 is a misdemeanor

7 Violation of any provision of ORS
488705 to 488870 is punishable upon con
viction by a fine of not more than 50 or
by imprisonment in the county jail for not
more than 30 days or both
Subsection 6 enacted as 1955 c440 2 subsec
tions 1 and 2 enacted as 1957c467 18 1959c148
2 subsection 7 enacted as 1959 c686 38 1961c185 13
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