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484010 VEHICLES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT

484010 Definitions As used in this

chapter and ORS 131365 unless the context
otherwise requires

1 Bail means money or its equiv
alent deposited by a defendant to secure his
appearance for a traffic offense

2 City court means a municipal court
whether or not it is exercising authority
under the charter or ordinances of a city
or as a justice court under the laws of this
state

3 City policeman includes a city mar
shal or a member of the police of a city
municipal or quasi municipal corporation

4 City traffic offense means any
violation of a traffic ordinance of a city
municipal or quasi municipal corporation ex
cept ordinances governing parking of ve
hicles

5 Major traffic offense means a vio
lation of any of the following provisions of
law or a city ordinance conforming thereto

a Negligent homicide as defined in
ORS 163091

b Reckless driving as defined in sub
section 1 of ORS 483992

c Driving while under the influence of
intoxicating liquor barbiturates or narcotic
drugs as defined in subsection 2 of ORS
483992

d Failure to perform the duties of a
driver involved in an accident or collision as
defined in subsections 1 and 2 of ORS
483602 and ORS 483604

e Operating a motor vehicle while the
operatorsor chauffeurslicense is suspended
or revoked as defined in ORS 482650

6 Police officer includes a member
of the Oregon State Police a sheriff or dep
uty sheriff and a city policeman

7 State court means a circuit dis
trict or justice court or magistrate

8 State traffic offense includes
a A violation of ORS 164650 164660

166630 or 649080

b A violation of any provision of law
for which a penalty is provided in ORS chap
ter 481 482 483 485 486 or 767

c Any other violation of a motor ve
hicle law of this state including major traf
fic offenses mentioned in paragraphs a to
e of subsection 5 of this section

9 Traffic offense includes an offense
mentioned in subsections 4 5 and 8
of this section
1959 c664 1

1

484020 Traffic offense proceedings to
conform to this chapter All proceedings con
cerning traffic offenses shall conform to
the provisions of this chapter and OAS
131365

1959 c664 2

484030 Jurisdiction of courts 1 A
circuit or district court has concurrent jur
isdiction of all state traffic offenses except
that the circuit court has exclusive jurisdic
tion of the trial of negligent homicide as
defined in ORS 163091 and of felonies

2 A justice court for offenses com
mitted within the county and a city court
for offenses committed within the jurisdic
tional authority of the city have concur
rent jurisdiction of all state traffic offenses
except that they do not have jurisdiction of
the trial of the following

a Any felony
b Negligent homicide as defined in

ORS 163091

c Violations of provisions of law for
which a penalty is provided in subsection
10 of ORS 483990

3 Paragraph c of subsection 2 of
this section does not deprive a city court
of jurisdiction of an offense against an or
dinance conforming to provisions of law for
which a penalty is provided in subsection
10 of ORS 483990
1959 c66431 2 3

484040 Venue for state traffic offense

1 An action for a state traffic offense
may be commenced in any of the following
counties

a The county in which the offense was
committed

b Any other county whose county seat
is a shorter distance by road from the place
where the offense was committed than the

county seat of the county in which the crime
was committed if the action is commenced
in the circuit or district court

2 If the action is commenced in a
county other than that in which the of
fense was committed at the request of the
defendant the place of trial may be changed
to the county in which the offense was com
mitted A request for a change of the place
of trial shall be made prior to the date set
for the trial and shall if the action is com
menced in a circuit or district court be gov
erned by the provisions of ORS 131410 to
131470 If the action is commenced in a

justice court a request for change of the
D72



TRAFFIC OFFENSE PROCEDURES

place of trial shall be governed by the pro
visions of ORS 156100
1959 c664 6 1961 c442 2

484050 to 484090 Reserved for expansion

484100 Authority of police officer to
arrest 1 A police officer may arrest a per
son for a traffic offense at any place within
the jurisdictional authority of the govern
mental unit by which he is authorized to
act

2 A police officer may arrest a per
son for a traffic offense at a place outside
the jurisdictional authority of the govern
mental unit by which he is authorized to
act if

a A traffic offense was committted in
his presence at a place within the jurisdic
tional authority of the governmental unit
and

b The officer immediately pursues the
person who committed the offense in an at
tempt to arrest him and

c The officer arrests the person im
mediately upon the conclusion of a contin
uous pursuit
1959 c664 7

484110 Authority of weighmasters
Any person duly authorized as a weigh
master by the State Highway Commission
or any county weighmaster in whose pres
ence is violated any provision of ORS 483502
to 483536 may proceed as provided in ORS
484120 to 484160 and 484180 to 484230
in the same manner as if he were a police
officer
1959 c664 17

484130

acceptable as bail for the offense for which
the arrest was made

3 The officer shall give his receipt
for the security accepted and shall issue the
person a citation to appear before a court
having jurisdiction of the offense The of
ficer shall promptly cause the security to be
delivered to the court The security shall be
returned to the arrested person when he is
admitted to bail before the court or it may
be treated by the court as bail

4 A magistrate has authority to ac
cept security for the appearance of a per
son arrested for a traffic offense and

brought before him as provided in ORS
484130 If the magistrate does not have
jurisdiction of the offense he shall promptly
forward the security accepted and all docu
ments in connection with the case to the

most conveniently located court having jur
isdiction of the offense and in which the
venue may properly be laid
1959 c664 348 1961 c569 6

484130 Putting up bail drivers license
or other security by defendant before mag
istrate 1 A person brought before a mag
istrate for a traffic offense shall be re
leased on giving adequate undertaking to
appear in answer to the offense at such time
and place as is fixed by the magistrate The
magistrate may require the arrested person
to give as security for his appearance

a The arrested personsunexpired card
of membership in an organized automobile
association qualified as provided in ORS
483620 or the arrested persons unexpired
guaranteed arrest bond certificate as de
fined in ORS 747082 if such card or cer
tificate is acceptable as bail for the offense
for which the arrest was made or

b If the arrested person has no such
automobile association card or certificate as
provided in paragraph a of this subsection
or if such card or certificate is not accept
able as bail for the offense for which the

arrest was made such sum as may be re
quired by the magistrate or

c The operatorsor chauffeurslicense
issued by this state to the arrested person

484120 Arresting officer or magistrate
taking security for appearance of arrested
person 1 A police officer may take se
curity for the appearance of a person ar
rested for a traffic offense if it appears to
the officer that the arrested person might
fail to appear in response to a citation and
if

a The person is arrested for violation
of any provision of ORS 483502 to 483536
or

b There is no accessible magistrate 2 If the operators or chauffeurs li
2 The officer may take as security

only the arrested personsunexpired card of
membership in an organized automobile as
sociation qualified as provided in ORS
483620 or the arrested persons unexpired
guaranteed arrest bond certificate as defined
in ORS 747082 if such card or certificate is

10

cense of a person is accepted as security the
magistrate shall issue the person a receipt
therefor and shall promptly notify the De
partment of Motor Vehicles of the fact The
Department of Motor Vehicles shall prepare
a form of receipt for use in connection with
this subsection and all receipts issued pur
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suant to this subsection shall conform to the
form so prepared Until the time fixed for
appearance or the expiration of 30 days
from the date the receipt is issued which
ever first occurs the magistrates receipt
confers on the person to whom it is issued
the same privileges as the license which was
accepted

a If the arrested person appears at the
time fixed his license shall be returned to
him unless taken up by the court pursuant
to subsection 3 of ORS 482470

b If the person fails to appear at the
time fixed his license shall be forwarded to
the Department of Motor Vehicles Upon re
ceipt by the department the license shall be
suspended for an indefinite period If the
person thereafter makes his appearance be
fore the court the court shall advise the
department of the fact and the department
shall thereupon terminate the suspension
ordered pursuant to this subsection
1959 c664 9 1961 c569 7

484140 Guaranteed arrest bond certifi
cate as security for appearance When a
guaranteed arrest bond certificate with re
spect to which a surety company has become
surety under ORS 747082 to 747086 is ten
dered as bail by the individual whose signa
ture appears thereon as a member of an
automobile club or automobile association if
the individual is arrested for a traffic offense
which is committed before the date of expira
tion shown on that certificate but which is
neither a felony nor a violation of subsec
tion 2 of ORS 483992 the magistrate or
officer who may take security for the indi
viduals appearance in court shall accept the
certificate in lieu of cash bail or an under
taking on bail as a bail bond in an amount
not to exceed 200 to guarantee the appear
ance of the individual in a state court or city
court If the individual does not make the
appearance the surety for the certificate is
subject on his undertaking under ORS
747084 to any forfeiture or enforcement pro
vision of any statute charter or ordinance
that otherwise applies to bail on their under
taking
1961 c569 2

484150 Traffic citations must conform
to certain requirements 1 A traffic cita
tion conforming to the requirements of this
section shall be used for all traffic offenses
in this state

four parts Additional parts may be inserted
by law enforcement agencies for administra
tive use The required parts are

a The complaint
b The abstract of record
c The police record
d The summons

3 Each of the parts shall contain the
following information or blanks in which
such information shall be entered

a The name of the court and the courts
docket or file number

b The name of the person cited
c The offense of which the person is

charged the date time and place at which
the offense occurred the date on which the
citation was issued and the name of the ar
resting officer

d The time and place at which the
person cited is to appear in court

e The bail fixed for the offense
4 Each of the parts shall also contain

such identifying and additional information
as may be necessary or appropriate for law
enforcement agencies in the state

5 The complaint shall contain a form
of certificate by the arresting officer to the
effect that he certifies under the penalties
provided in ORS 484990 that he has rea
sonable grounds to believe and does believe
that the person cited committed the offense
contrary to law The certificate need not be
made before a magistrate or any other per
son The reverse side of the complaint shall
contain the substance of the matters appear
ing on the reverse side of the Uniform Traf
fic Ticket and Complaint promulgated by
the American Bar Association and set forth
in the Model Rules Governing Procedure in
Traffic Cases approved by the National Con
ference of Commissioners on Uniform Laws
July 813 1957

6 The reverse side of the abstract of
court record shall contain such matters and

shall be in such form as may be prescribed
by the Department of Motor Vehicles for
the purpose of carrying out the requirements
of subsection 1 of ORS 484240

7 The summons shall also contain a
notice to the person cited that the complaint
will be filed The reverse side of the sum
mons shall contain the following

a A form as follows

READ CAREFULLY

You must appear in court at the time
me t d thlne in s ciitn o ation if you are charged

2 The citation shall consist of at least with any of the following offenses
1072b
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1 Any felony
2 Negligent homicide
3 Reckless driving

4 Driving while under the influence of
intoxicating liquor barbiturates or narcotic
drug

5 Leaving the scene of an accident
6 Operating a motor vehicle while your

drivers license was suspended or revoked
If you are charged with any OTHER of

fense you may do ANY one of the follow
ing

1 Appear in court at the time men
tioned in this summons and demand a hear
ing The court will then set a time for a
hearing

2 Mail to the court this summons to
gether with a check or money order in the
amount of the bail indicated on the other
side of this summons and tell the court you
want a hearing This summons and the bail
must reach the court before the time
when this summons requires you to appear
in court If you dont want a hearing but
wish to explain your side send your explana
tion with the summons and bail The court
will then consider your explanation and may
forfeit your bail or part of it on the basis
of your explanation and what the officer
tells the court

3 Sign the plea of guilty below and send
this summons to the court together with
check or money order in the amount of bail
indicated on the other side of this summons
This summons and the bail must reach the
court before the time when this summons re

quires you to appear in court
4 If you have already given bail or other

security for your appearance proceed as
mentioned above but do not send in any
additional sum as bail

5 The court may in any case require
you to appear for a hearing

b A Notice and Appearance Plea
of Guilty and Waiver substantially in the
form appearing on the reverse side of the
summons in the form of Uniform Traffic
Ticket and Complaint mentioned in subsec
tion 5 of this section
1959 c664 10 11

484180

the person cited the date on which the ci
tation was issued the name of the arresting
officer and the time and place at which the
person cited is to appear in court

2 A statement or designation of the
offense in such manner as can be readily
understood by a person making a reason
able effort to do so and the date time and
place at which the offense is alleged to
have occurred

3 A notice to the person cited that a
complaint will be filed with the court based
on the offense

4 The amount of bail if any fixed for
the offense
1959 c664 15

484170 Minimum requirements for
complaint 1 Except as provided in this
section a complaint in a traffic offense is
sufficient if it contains the following

a The name of the court the name of
the state or of the city or other public body
in whose name the action is brought and
the name of the defendant

b A statement or designation of the
offense in such manner as can be readily
understood by a person making a reason
able effort to do so and the date time and
place at which the offense is alleged to have
occurred

c A certificate as provided in subsec
tion 5 of ORS 484150 signed by the ar
resting officer

2 In a felony case or a case of negli
gent homicide as defined in ORS 163091 or
in any other case in which the prosecuting
attorney deems it appropriate there shall
be filed an indictment or information as in
ordinary criminal cases

3 For violation of a provision for which
a penalty is provided in subsection 10 of
ORS 483990 or violation of a city ordinance
conforming to such a provision an indict
ment or information or in city court a city
complaint shall be filed

4 A private person may commence an
action for a traffic offense in the same man

ner as a police officer except that such per
son shall swear to the complaint before a
magistrate or the clerk or deputy clerk of
the court

484160 Minimum requirements for 11959 c664 16

summons A summons in a traffic offense 484180 Officer to deliver summons to
is sufficient if it contains the following person cited and other parts of citation to

1 The name of the court the name of court The officer issuing the citation shall
1072c
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deliver the summons to the person cited and
shall cause the complaint and abstract of
court record to be delivered to the court
1959 c664 121

484190 When appearance by defendant
mandatory alternatives available to defend
ant in other cases 1 The defendant shall
appear in court at the time mentioned in
the summons if the citation is for

a A major traffic offense
b Any felony

2 In other cases the defendant shall
either appear in court at the time indicated
in the summons or prior to such time shall
deliver to the court the summons together
with check or money order in the amount of
the bail set forth in the summons and en
closing therewith

a A request for a hearing or
b A statement of matters in explana

tion or mitigation of the offense charged or
c The executed appearance waiver of

hearing and plea of guilty appearing on the
summons

1959 c664 122 3

484200 Effect of submitting written
statement under ORS 484190 If a defend
ant has submitted to the court a written
statement as provided in paragraph b of
subsection 2 of ORS 484190 it consti
tutes a waiver of hearing and consent to
judgment by the court declaring a forfeiture
of bail on the basis of such statement and
any testimony or written statement of the
arresting officer or other witnesses which
may be presented to the court
1959 c664 132

484210 Fixing time for hearing notice
to defendant If the defendant requests a
hearing or if pursuant to ORS 484220 the
court directs that a hearing be had the
court shall fix a date and time for the hear

ing and unless notice is waived shall at
least five days in advance of the hearing
mail to the defendant notice of the date and
time so fixed
1959 c664 13l

484220 Court may direct hearing be
held in any case penalties that may be im
posed without hearing 1 In any case the
court may direct that a hearing be held
Otherwise the court may enter the appro
priate judgment impose a fine direct that
the fine e paid out of the bail deposited

10

by the defendant and remit to the defendant
any amount by which the bail exceeds the
fine

2 No sentence to jail may be imposed
nor any fine imposed in excess of the bail
deposited by the defendant unless a hearing
is held A recommendation for suspension
of the defendants license shall not be made
unless a hearing has been ordered but the
failure of the defendant to appear at the
hearing shall not preclude such a recorri
mendation

1959 c664 133

484230 Warrant for arrest 1 If a per
son cited fails to comply with the provisions
of ORS 484180 and 484190 or if he fails
to appear at the time fixed by the court for
the hearing a warrant for his arrest may be
issued A warrant issued by a circuit or dis
trict court may be served without further
indorsement in any county in this state

2 No original warrant of arrest may
be issued pursuant to this section after a
period of 60 days from the date of the entry
of an order declaring a forfeiture of bail or
other security given by the arrested person
After the expiration of that period the order
of forfeiture shall be deemed the final dis
position of the case This subsection does
not prevent the issuance of an alias warrant
after the expiration of the 60day period
if a warrant has been issued within that
period
1959 c664 14

484240 Reports of convictions and bail
forfeitures to Department of Motor Vehicles
1 The judge or clerk of every court of this
state having jurisdiction of any traffic of
fense as defined in ORS 484010 including
all local and municipal judicial officers in
this state shall keep a full record of every
case in which a person is charged with viola
tion of any such offense If such person is
convicted or his bail is forfeited an abstract
of such record shall be sent forthwith to
the Department of Motor Vehicles

2 Each clerk of any court of this state
shall within 10 days after any final judg
ment of conviction of any person of man
slaughter or other felony in the commission
of which a vehicle was used send to the
Department of Motor Vehicles a certified
copy of such judgment The department shall
keep such records in its office and they shall
be open to the inspection of any person dur
ing reasonable business hours
1959 c664 181

72d



TRAFFIC OFFENSE PROCEDURES

484250 Disposition of moneys collected
by courts 1 Onehalf of all fines costs
and forfeited bail collected by the judge
magistrate or clerk of a court having juris
diction of a traffic offense shall be paid as
follows

a If collected in a state court to the
treasurer of the county in which the offense
occurred

b If collected in a city court to the
city treasurer

2 The other half of such fines costs
and bail shall be paid as follows

a If resulting from prosecutions initi
ated by or from arrests or complaints made
by a member of the Oregon State Police to
the State Treasurer who shall apply the
money to the credit of the General Fund
to be used and expended as are other funds
in the General Fund

b If resulting from prosecutions initia
ted by or from arrests or complaints made
by a State Highway Department weighmas
ter to the State Treasurer who shall place
the money to the credit of the State High
way Fund to be used and expended as are
other state highway funds

c If resulting from prosecutions initi
ated by or from arrests or complaints made
by a city policeman to the treasurer of the
city municipal or quasi municipal corpora
tion by whom such policeman is employed

d If resulting from prosecutions initi
ated by or from arrests or complaints made
by a sheriff deputy sheriff county weigh
master or other peace officer not mentioned
in paragraphs a to c of this subsection
to the treasurer of the county in which the
offense occurred

e In other cases to the same person
to whom payment is made of the half pro
vided for in subsection 1 of this section

484310

distribute it as provided in subsections 1
and 2 of this section
1959 c664 20 21

484260 Delinquency in paying over
moneys under ORS 484250 If any of the
money collected under ORS 484250 is not
paid over as provided in that section by the
tenth day of the second calendar month
next following the month in which it is
received the person withholding it is delin
quent in its payment and in addition to the
penalties prescribed by law he is personally
liable therefor to the public bodies to which
the money is payable with interest at the
legal rate from the delinquency date until
paid An action may be maintained in the
name of the state for the recovery of the
unpaid amounts with interest
1959 c664 22

484270 to 484300 Reserved for expansion

484310 Establishment of violations bu

reau authorized 1 Any court when it de
termines that the efficient disposition of its
business and the convenience of persons
charged so requires may establish a Traf
fic Court Violations Bureau and constitute

the clerk or deputy clerk of the court or any
other appropriate official within the juris
diction in which the court is held as a vio
lations clerk for the Traffic Court Viola
tions Bureau

2 The violations clerk shall accept
written appearance waiver of trial plea of
guilty and payment of fine and costs in traf
fic offense cases subject to the limitations
set forth in this section and ORS 484320
The violations clerk shall serve under the di

rection and control of the court appointing
him

3 The court shall by order designate
the traffic offenses within the authority of
the violations clerk Such offenses shall not

include any major traffic offense

3 If paragraph a or b of subsec
tion 2 of this section is applicable and
if the fine or penalty imposed is remitted
suspended or stayed or the offender against
whom the fine or penalty was levied or im
posed serves time in jail in lieu of paying
the fine or penalty or a part thereof the
committing judge or magistrate shall cer
tify the facts thereof in writing to the State
Treasurer not later than the tenth day of the
month next following the month in which
the fine was remitted or penalty suspended
If any part of the fine is thereafter paid it
shall be remitted to the judge or magistrate
who imposed the fine or penalty who shall

10

4 The court shall establish schedules
within the limits prescribed by law of the
amounts of fines to be imposed for first sec
ond and subsequent offenses designating
each offense specifically The order of the
court establishing the schedules shall be
prominently posted in the place where the
fines are paid Fines and costs shall be paid
to receipted by and accounted for by the
violations clerk in the same manner as other

fines and costs are received by the court
1959 c664 23

72e



484320 VEHICLES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT

484320 Procedure where violations bu

reau established 1 Any person charged
with any traffic offense within the author
ity of the violations clerk may upon sign
ing an appearance plea of guilty and waiver
of trial pay the clerk the fine established
for the offense charged and costs

2 A city court may by rule provide
for the disposition of violations of ordi
nances relating to parking by the violations
clerk in the manner provided in subsections
1 and 2 of this section and ORS 484310

3 A person who has been found guilty
of or who has signed a plea of guilty to
one or more previous traffic offenses in the
preceding 12 months within the jurisdiction
of the court shall not be permitted to ap
pear before the violations clerk unless the
court by general order applying to certain
specified offenses permits such appearance
1959 c664 24 25

484330 to 484400 Reserved for expansion

484410 Supreme Court may make uni
form rules of procedure in traffic cases
schedule of minimum bail The Supreme
Court may with the advice of the Traffic
Court Rules Committee provided in ORS
484420

1 Promulgate rules for the conduct of
cases involving traffic cases Such rules
when promulgated supersede any local rule
of a state court inconsistent therewith All
city ordinances and city court rules shall
conform to the rules so promulgated

2 Establish a schedule of recommended
amounts of minimum bail or security for
various traffic offenses The schedule shall

be a guide in all traffic offenses in this state
1959 c664 26

484420 Traffic Court Rules Commit

tee 1 There is hereby established the Traf
fic Court Rules Committee The committee

shall consist of the Attorney General Su
perintendent of the Oregon State Police the
Director of the Department of Motor Ve
hicles or their respective representatives a
representative of the State Highway Depart
ment appointed by the State Highway Com
mission two persons appointed by the Gov
ernor a member of the Oregon State Bar

appointed by the Board of Bar Governors
and the following judges appointed by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

a A judge of the circuit court
b A person who is either a judge of a

district court or a justice of the peace
c A judge of a city court
2 The Traffic Court Rules Committee

shall

a Recommend a schedule of amounts

of minimum bail or security for various traf
fic offenses

b Advise the Supreme Court regarding
rules for the conduct of cases involving traf
fic offenses

c Conduct and supervise conferences
and educational programs for judges of
courts having jurisdiction over traffic of
fenses It shall be the duty of all such
judges to attend or participate in such con
ferences and programs

d Cooperate with the Supreme Court
in the supervision of traffic courts in estab
lishing methods and forms of keeping traf
fic court records and in making and pub
lishing reports of traffic court business

3 The members of the Traffic Court
Rules Committee shall choose a chairman
from their number who shall serve as chair
man for a term of two years from the date
of his election and until his successor is
elected and qualified The Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court shall appoint an acting
chairman to serve until the election of a
chairman by the committee The members
of the Traffic Court Rules Committee shall
be compensated in the same manner as mem
bers of the State Highway Commission as
provided in subsection 2 of ORS 366110
1959 c664 27

484430 to 484980 Reserved for expansion
484990 Penalties Any person who in

connection with the issuance of a citation
or the filing of a complaint for a traffic
offense as defined in subsection 9 of
ORS 484010 wilfully certifies falsely to the
matters set forth therein is punishable upon
conviction by imprisonment in the county
jail for a term not exceeding one year or
by a fine of not more than 5000 or both
1959 c664 191
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