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COUNTY GOVERNMENT

GENERAL PROVISIONS

203010 General powers of county as
body politic and corporate Each county is a
body politic and corporate for the following
purposes

1 To sue and be sued
2 To purchase and hold for the use of

the county lands lying within its own limits
and any personal estate

3 To make all necessary contracts and
4 To do all other necessary acts in re

lation to the property and concerns of the
county

203020 County seat of Jackson County
After July 1 1927 the county seat of Jack
son County shall be at the city of Medford
in Jackson County

203030 to 203100 Reserved for ex
pansion

COUNTY COURTS AND BOARDS OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS
203110 County court membership when

county business transacted When county
business is being transacted therein the
county court is held by the county judge
and two commissioners designated by law
or a majority of such persons

203120 General powers of county court
pertaining to county business The county
court has the authority and powers pertain
ing to county commissioners to transact
county business as follows

1 To provide for the erection and re
pairing of courthouses jails and other neces
sary public buildings for the use of the
county

2 To provide offices and furniture
books stationery fuel and light therefor for
the sheriff county clerk and treasurer or
other county officers and county law li
brary

3 To establish vacate or alter county
roads or highways within the county or any
other necessary act relating thereto in the
manner provided by law and to permit the
use thereof including the use of the right
of way by persons for purposes deemed by
the county court to be in the public interest

4 To provide for the erection and re
pairing within the county of public bridges
upon any road or highway established by
public authority

5 To license ferries and fix the rates
of ferriage

203122

6 To grant public dance hall licenses
to dance halls in the county and outside the
boundary limits of any incorporated city or
town and to regulate such dance halls and
dances held therein and to revoke such lic
enses To grant grocery and all other licenses
authorized by law where the authority so to
do is not expressly given to some other tri
bunal

7 To estimate and determine t h e
amount of revenue to be raised for county
purposes and to levy the rate necessary
therefor together with the rate required by
law for any other purpose and cause the
same to be placed in the hands of the proper
office for collection

8 To provide for the maintenance and
employment of the county or transient paup
ers in the manner provided by law

9 To have the general care and man
agement of the county property funds and
business where the law does not otherwise
expressly provide

10 To compound for or release in
whole or in part any debt or damages aris
ing out of contract due the county and for
the sole use thereof upon such terms as
may be just and equitable

11 To provide establish maintain and
regulate the use of public parks and recre
ational areas within the county outside the
boundary of any incorporated city but noth
ing contained in this subsection shall deny
to any incorporated city the right to own
operate and acquire property for park pur
poses in other counties when permitted by
the charter of the city so to do

12 To establish lay out open improve
and maintain roads to all cemeteries where
no charge is made for lots or burials therein
and where such cemeteries are dedicated to
public use

13 To refund fines that have been il
legally imposed or fees that have been er
roneously charged and have been paid over
to and retained by the county treasurer

14 To sell materials to lease equip
ment and to perform work with county labor
and equipment for persons firms or corpo
rations

15 To grant vacations and sick leave
with pay to county employes Amended by
1959 c532 1

203122 Power of county governing
body to contract for insurance covering
county officers and employes 1 Any
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203124 COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS

county court or board of county commission
ers may enter into contracts of insurance
covering county officers and employes for
medical surgical hospital and related serv
ices and supplies life insurance and monthly
indemnity for loss of time due to accident or
sickness Failure to procure such insurance
shall not be construed as negligence or lack
of diligence on the part of the county court
or board of county commissioners or mem
bers thereof

2 The county may agree to pay none
part or all of the premiums on contracts of
insurance entered into pursuant to this sec
tion

3 As used in this section the term
medical includes services rendered by a
person licensed to practice one or more of
the healing arts within the scope of the li
cense of the licentiate 1959 c139 1

of the regular salary or wage being paid to
such employe at the time of his injury

3 The county court or board of county
commissioners may each year include in its
annual budget an item covering the sums to
be contributed by the county to the support
and maintenance of such permanently dis
abled employes if revenues are available for
that purpose 1959 c649 1 2 3

203125 Power of county court as to
workhouses and paupers The county court
of any county may if it thinks proper cause
to be built or provided in its county work
houses for the accommodation and employ
ment of such paupers as may from time to
time become county charges The workhouse
and paupers shall be under such rules and
regulations as the county court deems proper
and just

203124 Power of county governing
body to contribute to support of county em
ployes injured in performance of duty 1
As used in this section

a County employe means any duly
appointed qualified and acting deputy as
sistant or clerk appointed by any of the
elective officials of a county and whose sal
ary or wages are paid from county funds

b Accidental injuries means injuries
sustained as the direct result of accident not
caused by his own negligence by a county
employe while engaged in the performance
of his official duties

c Permanent total disability means
disability resulting from accidental injuries
sustained by a county employe rendering
such employe permanently incapable of earn
ing a livelihood in any occupation

2 Whenever a county employe sustains
permanent total disability as a result of acci
dental injuries received by him in the per
formance of his official duties the county
court or board of county commissioners of
the county by which he was employed may
in their discretion authorize the payment
to such employe out of county funds such
sums as they may deem necessary for his
reasonable support and maintenance pro
vided however that the sums paid to such
injured employe out of county funds togeth
er with such sums if any as such injured
employe may receive from workmens com
pensation county or state pensions federal
old age and security insurance or other
federal pension public welfare or any other
similar source shall not exceed two thirds

I

203130 Conservation development and
advertisement of county resources The
county court of each county may appropri
ate out of the general fund of the county
not otherwise appropriated such reasonable
amount of money not exceeding 20000 an
nually in counties of more than 250000pop
ulation and not exceeding 10000 in all
other counties as to the court may seem
wise and expedient for the following pur
poses

1 To employ such employes and ex
pert consultants as are deemed necessary to
make investigations and surveys concerning
the resources of the county and to assemble
and analyze the data thus obtained for the
conservation of such resources and the sys
tematic utilization thereof

2 To make exhibits at county state
district and other fairs and expositions

3 To advertise and make known by
whatever means deemed advisable the vari
ous agricultural horticultural mining man
ufacturing transportation commercial rec
reational and other resources of the county

4 To cooperate with other counties
the state and other public and semipublic
agencies and organizations of the municipal
ities state other states and the United
States in such conservation development
advertising and exhibits Amended by 1955
c273 1

203140 Special tax to advertise and
promote county resources Any county is
authorized to levy a special tax of not more
than threefourths of one mill for advertis
ing printing and distribution of literature

12
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT

in such manner and forms as may be de
termined upon for the purpose of making
known the various agricultural horticul
tural mining manufacturing commercial
and other resources or for the purpose of
promoting manufacturing and other enter
prises beneficial in the development of the
county

203150 Election to determine upon spe
cial tax levy 1 Upon a petition signed by
20 percent of the legal voters at the last
preceding election who are taxpayers of the
county being filed with the clerk of the
county not later than 45 days prior to the
election at which the proposition of levying
such a tax is to be voted upon the clerk
shall cause the proposition to be printed on
the ballot and it shall thereby be submitted
to the voters of the county who shall vote
yes or no thereon

2 If the proposition receives a major
ity of all the votes cast for and against it
at the election it shall be considered car
ried and the county court shall levy the tax
accordingly but if it does not receive such a
majority it shall be considered defeated

203160 Application of funds The funds
thus raised shall be distributed for the pur
poses for which they were raised by the
county in the manner in which other funds
of the county for county purposes are dis
tributed

203170 Terms of county courts for
county business There shall be a term of
the county court for the transaction of
county business held in the several coun
ties having county courts on the first
Wednesday in each month convening at
10 am and at such other times as the
court in term or the county judge in vacation
may appoint in like manner and with like
effect as the circuit court or judge thereof
is authorized by ORS 4410 Amended by
1953c477 7 1957 c49 1

203180 Repealed by 1953 c306 181

203190 Continuance of county business
when court divided When in the transaction

of county business only two of the persons
authorized to hold the court are present and
there is a disagreement between them up
on any question or matter before them the
same shall be continued until the next term
or until the third person authorized to sit is
present
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203200 Review of county business de
cisions of the county court The decisions of
the county court made in the transaction of
county business shall be reviewed only upon
the writ of review provided by the civil pro
cedure statutes

203210 Board of county commissioners
of Multnomah County 1 The county com
missioners of Multnomah County shall be
known as the Board of County Commission
ers of Multnomah County

2 The board has power to appoint a
chairman from among their own number and
remove him at pleasure

3 The board shall have and possess
exercise and enjoy all the powers and juris
diction possessed and exercised by a county
court sitting for the transaction of county
business

4 The board shall meet for the trans
action of county business on the first Wed
nesday in each month at 10 am and at
other times at the call of the chairman
Amended by 1953 c306 171

203219 Office of county judge of Lane
County abolished transfer of powers The
office of county judge of Lane County is
abolished and all powers and duties of the
county court and county judge of Lane
County on April 28 1953 are transferred
to the board of county commissioners of
Lane County 1953 c477 1

203220 Board of county commissioners
of Lane County 1 The county commission
ers of Lane County shall be known as the
board of county commissioners of Lane
County Such board shall have the powers
and duties and be otherwise subject to the
laws applicable to county courts sitting for
the transaction of county business

2 The board shall meet for the trans
action of county business on the first Wed
nesday in each month at 10 am and at such
other times at the call of the chairman

3 The board shall appoint a chairman
from among their number and may remove
him at pleasure but if two members of the
board cannot agree on a chairman the mem
ber of the board who is oldest in length of
service shall be chairman 1953 c477 3

203223 Office of county judge of Clack
amas County abolished transfer of powers
The office of county judge of Clackamas
County is abolished and all powers and



203224 COUNTIES AND COUNTY OFFICERS

duties of the county court and county judge
of Clackamas County on August 5 1959 are
transferred to the board of county commis
sioners of Clackamas County 1959 c174
1

203224 Board of county commissioners
of Clackamas County 1 The county com
missioners of Clackamas County shall be
known as the board of county commission
ers of Clackamas County Such board shall
have the powers and duties and be otherwise
subject to the laws applicable to county
courts sitting for the transaction of county
business

2 The board shall meet for the trans
action of county business on the first Wed
nesday in each month at 10 am and at such
other times at the call of the chairman

3 The board shall appoint a chairman
from among their number and may remove
him at pleasure but if two members of the
board cannot agree on a chairman the mem
ber of the board who is oldest in length of
service shall be chairman 1959 c174 4

2032301

sion

203310

203320

203330

203340

203350

203360

203370

203380

203390

203400

203410

203420

0 203300 Reserved for expan

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 111

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

Repealed by 1959 c527 11

203500 Repealed by 1959 c527 11
203510 Repealed by 1959 c527 11
203520 Repealed by 1959 c527 11
203530 Repealed by 1959 c527 11
203540 Repealed by 1959 c527 11
203550 Repealed by 1959 c527 11

203560 to 203700 Reserved for ex
pansion

COUNTY HOME RULE
203710 Performance of functions by of

ficers designated by state or county law
The designation of county officers to per
form functions under ORS 203710 to 203790
extends to those officers who under a coun
ty charter or legislation enacted pursuant
thereto may be designated to perform the
same functions References to the county
court in ORS 203710 to 203790 include the
board of county commissioners 1959 c527
1

203720 Voters of county may adopt
amend revise or repeal county charter cer
tain provisions deemed matters of county
concern to prevail over state law The legal
voters of any county by majority vote of
such voters voting thereon at any legally
called election may adopt amend revise or
repeal a county charter The charter or
legislation passed by the county pursuant
thereto shall provide a method whereby the
legal voters of the county by majority vote
of such voters voting thereon at any legally
called election may amend revise or repeal
the charter The county charter and legisla
tive provisions relating to the amendment
revision or repeal of the charter are deemed
to be matters of county concern and shall
prevail over any conflicting provisions of
ORS 203710 to 203790 and other state
statutes unless otherwise specifically provid
ed by conflicting state statutes first effec
tive after January 1 1961 1959 c527 2

203430 Repealed by 1959 c527 11 203730 Charter committee appointed
203440 Repealed by 1959 c527 11 after filing of resolution or petition suffi

ciency of petition notice to persons entitled
203450 Repealed by 1959 c527 111 to make appointments to committee 1 A
203460 Repealed by 1959 c527 11 county charter may be proposed by a com

mittee appointed after the filing with the
203470 Repealed by 1959 c527 11 county clerk of

203480 Repealed by 1959 c527 11 a A resolution requesting appointment
of the committee adopted by a majority of

203490 Repealed by 1959 c527 11 the county court or
144



COUNTY GOVERNMENT

b A petition requesting appointment of
the committee signed by such number of
legal voters of the county as is equal to at
least five percent of the whole number of
votes cast within the county for that position
of judge of the Supreme Court for which the
greatest number of votes was cast within
the county at the last preceding election for
judge of the Supreme Court The petition
shall be substantially in such form as the
county clerk may prescribe

2 The county clerk immediately upon
the filing of the resolution of the county
court shall give written notice thereof to
those persons entitled to participate in the
appointment of a member of the committee

3 Upon the filing with the county clerk
of a petition requesting the appointment of
a committee the county clerk shall verify
the signatures in the manner provided in
ORS 254040 and certify to the county court
his findings as to the sufficiency of such
petition If the petition is found to be suffi
cient the county clerk immediately shall
give written notice thereof to those persons
entitled to participate in the appointment of
a member of the committee 1959 c527
3 4

203740 Charter committee and mem

bers appointment qualifications vacancies
terms organization meetings 1 Within
60 days after the county clerk finds that a
petition for the appointment of a committee
is sufficient or within 60 days after the
county court has filed with the county clerk
its resolution requesting that a committee
be appointed a committee shall be appointed
as provided in this section Only one com
mittee is to be in existence at any given
period of time

2 a In all counties in which repre
sentative subdistricts do not exist i a
majority of the county court is entitled to
appoint four members of the committee
ii a majority of the State Senators and
State Representatives then representing the
county is entitled to appoint four additional
members and iii a majority consisting of
at least five of those persons appointed un
der i and ii of this paragraph is entitled
to appoint one additional member

b In all counties in which representa
tive subdistricts exist i a majority of the
county court is entitled to appoint four mem
bers of the committee ii a majority of the
State Representatives then representing
each representative subdistrict is entitled to

145
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appoint an additional member and iii a
majority of the State Senators then repre
senting the county is entitled to appoint two
additional members

c If within 45 days after the terms of
committee members begin to run as provided
in subsection 4 of this section an appoint
ing authority has not made the appointment
or appointments it is entitled to make the
county clerk shall call a meeting of those
persons constituting the appointing author
ity by giving written notice to each of them
specifying the purpose of the meeting and
the time and place thereof The time of the
meeting shall be set within 15 days of the
expiration of the 45day period

3 All members of the committee must
be legal voters of the county and no mem
ber shall be engaged directly or indirectly
in any business with the county which is in
consistent with the conscientious perform
ance of his duties as a member of the com

mittee An initial appointment or an ap
pointment to fill a vacancy is made by deliv
ering to the county clerk written notice of
the name and address of the person appoint
ed signed by the person duly authorized to
act for the appointing authority No member
of an appointive authority may serve as a
member of such committee If an appointing
authority fails to make such an initial ap
pointment within 60 days after the terms of
committee members begin to run as provided
in subsection 4 of this section the county
court shall make the appointment within 10
days after the expiration of the 60day
period

4 The terms of committee members run
either from the date the county court re
ceives the certification from the county clerk
that the petition requesting the appointment
of the committee is sufficient or from the
date the county court files its resolution re
questing appointment of the committee as
the case may be The terms expire on the
day of the election at which the committees
proposed charter is voted upon or within
two years from the date the terms began
whichever is the sooner unless in the case
where a proposed charter is not submitted
at an election held within such twoyear
period the county court by resolution filed
with the county clerk before the expiration
of the terms extends them until the day of
the election on the proposed charter or for
another two years whichever is the sooner
Any vacancy occuring on the committee in
a position for which an initial appointment
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has been made shall be filled by appoint
ment for the unexpired term by the appoint
ing authority which was entitled to make
the initial appointment of the member whose
position is vacant or if such appointing
authority fails to make the appointment
within 10 days after the vacancy occurs by
the county court

5 Not later than 80 days after the
terms of committee members begin to run
as provided in subsection 4 of this section
the members of the committee shall meet
and organize A majority of the committee
constitutes a quorum for the transaction of
business The committee may adopt such
rules as it deems necessary for its operation
However the committee may not prohibit
the public from attending any of its meet
ings 1959c527 51

203750 County funds for charter com
mittee committee staff county officials to
cooperate 1 Notwithstanding ORS

294305 to 294415 if the county court is
notified of the sufficiency of a petition re
questing the appointment of a committee or
if it files its resolution requesting the ap
pointment of a committee the county act
ing through the county court shall cause
to be made available from funds of the coun

ty an amount equal at least to one cent per
registered elector of the county or 500
whichever amount is greater for the purpose
of paying the expenses of the committee in
the preparation of the charter Members of
the committee shall serve without pay The
committee within the limit of funds avail
able to it may employ such persons or con
tract for their services as it may deem
necessary to aid it in the performance of its
functions Persons employed by the commit
tee are exempt from civil service The coun
ty acting through the county court shall
cause to be furnished free of charge to the
committee adequate office space and not
withstanding ORS 294305 to 294415 may
cause money in addition to the required
minimum amount to be appropriated for
the committee The committee shall submit
to the county court a budget covering esti
mates of its expenditures With respect to
expenditures in excess of the m im i m u in
amount of money required to be made avail
able the budget as approved or revised and
approved by the county court shall repre
sent the authorized limits of the committees

expenditures Any balance remaining unex
pended shall be transferred to the general

7

fund of the county unless other provisions
were made at the time of the appropriation
to the committee The county treasurer is
authorized to disburse funds of the commit
tee on its order

2 The committee may conduct inter
views and make investigations which to it
seem necessary in order to draft a charter
and to the fullest extent practicable county
officials and employes shall cooperate with
the committee and provide it with informa
tion advice and assistance 1959 c527 61

203760 Submission of proposed char
ter after public hearing to voters approval
of conflicting charters 1 The committee
shall submit its proposed charter to the
county clerk not less than 90 days prior to
the election at which the proposed charter
is to be voted upon Before the proposed
charter is submitted to the county clerk the
committee shall conduct at least one public
hearing thereon After the proposed charter
is so submitted to the county clerk those
persons required by ORS 203780 to act in
the exercise of the referendum powers rela
tive to the adoption of a county charter shall
act in the same manner with respect to the
charter proposed by the committee unless
such action is not required in cases where
they or others are acting under ORS 203790
The charter proposed by the committee shall
take effect on the day fixed therein if ap
proved by majority vote of the legal voters
of the county voting thereon

2 If two or more conflicting county
charters are approved at the same election
the one receiving the greatest number of
affirmative votes shall be adopted 1959
c527 7

203770 Copies of charters and amend
ments revisions and repeals thereof loca
tion and judicial notice of 1 Duplicate
certificates shall be made setting forth the
county charter adopted and a statement of
its ratification signed by the officers or
members of the body canvassing election re
turns One of such certified copies shall be
deposited in the office of the Secretary of
State the other shall be kept as a permanent
record of the county All courts shall take
judicial notice of either copy

2 This section shall also apply to any
amendment revision or repeal of the county
charter 1959c527 8
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r 203780 Initiative and referendum pow
ers with respect to county charter and legis
lation 1 This section pursuant to section
10 Article VI Oregon Constitution de
scribes the manner by which the initiative
and referendum powers reserved to the legal
voters of every county relative to the adop
tion amendment revision or repeal of a
county charter and to legislation passed by
counties which have adopted such a charter
may be exercised For the purposes of this
section county legislation means the adop
tion amendment revision or repeal of a
county charter and legislation passed by
counties which have adopted such a charter

2 In all counties which do not provide
by county legislation for the manner of ex
ercising the initiative and referendum pow
ers reserved by the Oregon Constitution to
the people as to their county legislation the
duties required of the Secretary of State by
ORS 254030 to 254100 254110 to 254170
and 255410 to 255450 as to state legisla
tion shall be performed as to such county
legislation by the county clerk The duties
required of the Governor shall be performed
by the county judge or chairman of the
board of county commissioners as to such
county legislation The duties required by
ORS 254030 to 254170 and 255410 to

255450 of the Attorney General shall be per
formed by the district attorney as to such
county legislation ORS 254030 to 254100
254110 to 254170 and 255410 to 255450

shall apply in every county in all matters
concerning the operation of the initiative
and referendum in its county legislation on
which the county has not made or does not
make conflicting provisions

3 The printing and binding of meas
ures and arguments in county legislation
shall be paid for by the county in like man
ner as payment is provided for by the state
as to state legislation by ORS 255410 to
255450 The printing shall be done in the

203790

same manner that other county printing is
done Not less than eight days before the
election at which the measures are to be
voted upon the county clerk shall cause
copies of the voters pamphlets containing
such measures to be distributed in such a
manner that a copy is available to each regis
tered elector in the county

4 Arguments supporting county legis
lation shall be filed with the county clerk not
less than 30 days before the election at
which they are to be voted upon Opposing
arguments shall be filed not less than 30
days before the election

5 It is intended to make the procedure
in county legislation as nearly as practic
able the same as the initiative and referen
dum procedure for measures relating to the
people of the state at large and to this end
for the purpose of computing the required
number of signatures on petitions to initiate
or refer county legislation the provisions of
section 1 Article IV Oregon Constitution
as to percentages of the legal voters of the
state shall be the percentages as to the legal
voters of a county with the county charter
being considered the same as the state Con
stitution 1959c527 9

203790 Publication of proposed char
ters in voters pamphlets 1 Subject to
and in accordance with any applicable elec
tion law the Secretary of State may provide
for and may promulgate such rules and reg
ulations as he considers necessary to provide
for the publication and payment therefor of
proposed county charters including argu
ments for and against in the voters pamph
lets distributed to the county as provided by
ORS 255061 or 255241

2 Publication under this section of a
proposed county charter and any arguments
is an alternative to the publication thereof
required by ORS 203760 or 203780 1959
c527 10
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