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STATE LIBRARIES

357010 Trustees of State Library ap
pointment term compensation The Gover
nor shall appoint seven persons who shall
constitute the Trustees of the State Library
Two members shall be appointed for a term
of one year from June 1 1955 two mem
bers for a term of two years from that
date two members for a term of three years
from that date and one member for a term
of four years from that date All subsequent
appointments shall be for a term of four
years except appointments to fill vacancies
which shall be made by the Governor for
the unexpired term No trustee shall be
compensated for his services but accounts
for the traveling expenses of the trustees
in attending meetings or establishing libra
ries and other necessary incidental expenses
connected with their duties may be audited
by the Secretary of State when certified by
the chairman of the trustees and the State

Librarian Amended by 1955 c41 1

357020 Control of library officers of
trustees appointment and compensation of
librarian and assistants 1 The State Li
brary shall be under the control of the Trus
tees of the State Library who shall make all
necessary rules for its government

2 The officers of the trustees shall be
a chairman elected from the members there

of for one year and the State Librarian who
shall be secretary of the trustees

3 The trustees shall appoint the State
Librarian who shall not be from their num
ber and assistants and except as otherwise
provided by law fix their compensation The
State Librarian and assistants shall serve at
the will of the trustees and under such con

ditions as they determine In addition to his
salary the State Librarian shall be allowed
his actual and necessary traveling expenses
while absent from his office upon the serv
ices of the trustees which expenses when
approved by the chairman or acting chair
man shall be certified to the Secretary of
State

357030 General duties and powers of
trustees The trustees shall give advice to all
school free and other public libraries and
to all communities which may propose to
establish them as to the best means of
establishing and maintaining such libraries
the selection of books cataloging and other
details of library management They shall
designate depository libraries within the

state for the deposit of Oregon state docu
ments and prescribe the conditions necessary
for use of such documents in the libraries

They may purchase and operate traveling
libraries and circulate such traveling li
braries within the state among communi
ties libraries schools colleges universities
library associations study clubs charitable
and penal institutions free of cost except
for the cost of returning such traveling
libraries to the State Library and under
such conditions and rules as shall protect
the interest of the state and best increase

the efficiency of the service it is expected
to render the public They may publish such
lists and circulars of information as they
deem necessary They may conduct a sum
mer school of library instruction and main
tain a clearing house for periodicals for free
gift to local libraries Amended by 1953
c300 5

357040 Trustees powers regarding prop
erty and judicial proceedings The trustees
may acquire receive hold control convey
sell manage operate lease lend invest im
prove and develop any and all real and per
sonal property given to or for the benefit of
the State Library by private donors whether
the gifts of the property are made to the
State Library or to the trustees thereof or
to the State of Oregon for the benefit of said
library They may accept by assignment and
hold mortgages upon real and personal prop
erty acquired by way of gift or arising out
of transactions entered into in accord with
the powers duties and authority given by
this section and ORS 357270 to the trustees

They may institute maintain and participate
in suits actions and other judicial proceed
ings in the name of the State of Oregon for
the foreclosure of such mortgages or for the
purpose of carrying into effect any and all of
the powers duties and authority now vested
in or given by this section and ORS 357270
to said trustees

357050 Duties of State Librarian as

secretary of trustees The State Librarian
shall keep a record of the proceedings of
the trustees keep accurate account of their
financial transactions act under the direc
tion of the trustees in supervising the work
of traveling libraries in organizing new li
braries and improving those already estab
lished and in general perform other duties
assigned by the trustees
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357060 Payment of expenses offices
equipment and janitor service Traveling ex
penses of the trustees and State Librarian
books and other incidental expenses of the
trustees shall be paid from their appropria
tion as determined by the trustees Suitable
offices at the state capital and janitor serv
ice shall be provided by the Secretary of
State

357070 Librarians general duties 1
The State Librarian shall catalog the books
pamphlets and documents received by pur
chase gift or exchange and keep them in
order for circulation and examination pur
chase books for loaning to the people of the
state as provided in ORS 357080 purchase
reference books and periodicals for the use
of state officers and departments act as the
official depositary of Oregon state docu
ments and do all things necessary for the
maintenance of a state library

2 The State Librarian may maintain
a system of depositing Oregon state docu
ments with libraries in this state designated
by the Trustees of the State Library as de
pository libraries With the exception of
state documents exchanged by the Supreme
Court Library and documents issued by any
institution or agency of the state system of
higher education the State Librarian may
maintain a system of exchange of state docu
ments with libraries outside this state

Amended by 1953 c300 5

357080 Loan of books indexes regu
lations reference books State Library
books shall be loaned free of charge to the
people of Oregon through local public and
traveling libraries and to individuals upon
proper guarantee in cities without public or
traveling libraries and in rural communities
However the borrower shall pay the cost of
returning the books to the State Library
The State Librarian shall collect and index

those public documents which shall be of
service to state boards officials and commis
sioners and for reference work for the mem
bers of the legislature for investigation of
public questions These services shall be ren
dered in accordance with rules and regula
tions to be fixed by the trustees who shall
designate those books which are to be used
for circulating and those which are to be
kept as a reference collection Amended by
1953 c300 5

357200 State Library Contingent Fund
The State Librarian shall deposit with the
State Treasurer all moneys received from
borrowers and patrons of the library in pay
ment for lost books for delinquencies in
return of books and for freight payments
which moneys shall be kept in a separate
account to be known as the State Library
Contingent Fund The State Librarian may
retain out of the receipts which constitute
the contingent fund not to exceed 50 to be
used for making change and petty cash pay
ments and shall submit vouchers to the
Secretary of State from time to time together
with receipts covering such payments for
audit and approval Amended by 1953
c136 4

357210 Audit of claims use of contin
gent fund The Secretary of State shall audit
all claims authorized by the trustees to be
paid from the funds deposited under ORS
357200 certified to by the State Librarian
and draw his warrant on the State Treasurer
for the amount found due thereon in favor

of the person entitled thereto The library
contingent fund may be used for books
pamphlets and periodicals and for any other
purposes specified by the trustees Amended
by 1953 c136 4

357220 Application for and receipt of
federal funds The Trustees of the State Li

brary hereby are designated as the state
agency to apply to and receive from the
Federal Government or any agency thereof
such grants for promoting library service as
may be available to the State of Oregon or
any of its political subdivisions or agencies

357230 Trustees duties regarding fed
eral funds The Trustees of the State Li

brary shall
1 Disburse or supervise the disburse

ment of all funds made available by the Fed
eral Government or the State of Oregon for
promoting library service

2 Adopt carry out and administer a
plan or plans for promoting library service
The plan or plans shall be statewide in appli
cation so far as reasonably feasible possible
or permissible and shall be devised to meet
the approval of the Federal Government or
any of its agencies The plans shall not be
contrary to or inconsistent with Oregon
laws

357090 to 357190 Reserved for expan 3 Provide that all appointments of
sion personnel in the State Library administra
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11

tive agency be based on merit and efficiency
and without regard to political considera
tion other than members of boards within
the state and elected officials therein

4 Make such reports to the Commis
sioner of Education with respect to the ex
penditure of funds received from the Federal
Government for library purposes and the
progress of library service provided by such
funds in such form and containing such in
formation as the commissioner may require

357240 State Treasurer as trustee of
federal funds The State Treasurer shall
serve as trustee of funds apportioned to the
State of Oregon at any time by the Federal
Government

357250 Audits of federal library funds
warrants The Secretary of State shall cause
audits to be made of the accounts and finan
cial affairs of the Trustees of the State Li
brary affecting any funds acquired for li
brary purposes from the Federal Govern
ment in the same manner and under the
same conditions as provided for the audit of
state departments and institutions He shall
draw his warrants on the State Treasurer for

payment of all duly approved claims which
have been incurred under ORS 357230 and
are available from such funds

357260 Monthly reports by recipients
of federal grants All libraries and other or
ganizations participating in the benefits of
any federal grant for promoting library serv
ice shall make monthly reports to the Trus
tees of the State Library of the receipt and
disposition of money or other property for
such purposes

for the benefit of the State Library in such
manner as they elect except that every gift
devise or bequest for a specific purpose shall
be administered according to its terms The
Secretary of State shall audit all duly ap
proved claims incurred in pursuance of law
and the appropriation made by this section
and draw his warrants on the State Treas

urer for the payment thereof payable from
the State Library Donation Fund

357280 Repealed by 1953 c300 5

357290 to 357390 Reserved for ex
pansion

REGIONAL COUNTY CITY AND OTHER
LIBRARIES

357400 Definitions As used in ORS

357400 to 357640

1 County court includes board of
county commissioners

2 Region means the area included
within the counties that have entered into a

contract to establish equip and maintain a
regional public library system pursuant to
ORS 357415

3 Regional p u b l i c library board
means the public library board established
under ORS 357465

4 Regional public library system
means a free public library system estab
lished and maintained by two or more coun
ties pursuant to ORS 357415 1955 c432
2

357410 Powers of counties or cities re

garding free public libraries library main

357270 State Library Donation Fund
The interest income dividends or profits
received on any property or funds of the
State Library derived from gifts legacies
devises bequests or endowments shall be de
posited with the State Treasurer and hereby
are set apart and appropriated to the use
maintenance and support of the State Li
brary in like manner as the principal or
corpus of each such gift or donation is set
apart or appropriated All such gifts or do
nations shall be placed by the State Treas
urer to the credit of a separate fund to be
known as the State Library Donation Fund
and the State Treasurer shall credit monthly
to such fund any interest or other income
derived from said fund or the investing
thereof The Trustees of the State Library
may use and administer the donation fund

tenance tag 1 Any county or incorporated
city may

a Establish equip and maintain a free
public library

b Maintain and support any free pub
lic library already established therein

c Contract with existing and estab
lished free public libraries for the purpose of
providing free use of the libraries for their
inhabitants

d Levy annually and cause to be col
lected as other general taxes are collected
a tax upon the taxable property of such
county or city to provide a library fund to
be used exclusively to maintain such li
braries

e Through library boards purchase
real estate and build buildings thereon neces
sary for properly housing and maintaining
such libraries
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357415 EDUCATION AND CULTURAL FACILITIES

2 All money appropriated or collected
from taxes levied pursuant to paragraph d
of subsection 1 of this section shall be
placed in a separate fund to be known as
the public library fund and shall be dis
bursed only upon the order of the public li
brary board of such county or city as pro
vided by law

3 Any county that has entered into a
regional public library system contract under
ORS 357415 may levy annually and cause to
be collected as other general taxes are col
lected a tax upon the taxable property of
such county to provide the funds required
to be paid by such county under subsection
2 of ORS 357415 All moneys appropriated
or collected from taxes levied pursuant to
this subsection shall be placed in a separate
fund until paid over to the county treasurer
who is designated in the contract as the
custodian of the regional public library sys
tem funds The county treasurer who is the
custodian of the regional public library sys
tem funds shall hold the funds received by
him under this section in a separate trust
fund in the county treasury against which
the regional public library board may draw
checks as provided in ORS 357545 Amend
ed by 1955 c432 5

357420 Exemption from county tax for
library maintenance Except for the city in
which a central county library or a central
regional library is located as provided in
ORS 357550 any incorporated city having
a population of not less than 4000 people

357415 Establishing regional public li
brary system in lieu of county libraries 1
Two or more counties acting through their
county courts in lieu of establishing equip
ping and maintaining county public libraries
under subsection 1 of ORS 357410 may
enter into a contract to establish equip and
maintain a regional public library system
The contract shall include a provision stating
that a regional public library system is es
tablished under the provisions of ORS
357400 to 357640

2 The expenses of the regional public
library system shall be apportioned between
or among the counties concerned on such
basis as shall be agreed upon in the contract
The treasurer of one of the counties to be
designated in the contract shall have cus
tody of the funds of the regional public li
brary system and the treasurers of the
other counties concerned shall transfer

quarterly to him all moneys collected or ap
propriated for the regional library system
in their respective counties Before receiv
ing any of the funds the treasurer desig
nated in the contract shall give a fidelity
bond in the amount fixed by the regional
public library board with a corporate surety

2

authorized to do business in this state The
treasurer shall be reimbursed for the amount

of the premium on the bond from the moneys
of the regional public library system

3 For social security and retirement
purposes all employes of a regional public
library system shall be deemed employes of
the county the treasurer of which has the
custody of the funds of the regional public
library system as provided by the contract

4 If the county court of any county
votes to withdraw from a regional public
library system contract in accordance with
the procedure provided in ORS 357620 they
shall give written notice to the regional pub
lic library board at least one year prior to
the final vote The county withdrawing is
entitled to a division of the property of the
regional public library system on the basis
of its contributions within one year after
having notified the regional public library
board of the final vote 1955 c432 3

and maintaining a free public library by an
nual taxation to a total amount of not less

than 2000 and located within a county
levying a tax pursuant to ORS 357410 may
upon a majority vote of the members of the
city council with the written consent of a
majority of the members of the city public
library board claim exemption from such
tax after notice that such action is pro
posed to be taken and the date and place
of the meeting at which it is proposed
to be taken has been published in the news
papers of that city at least once a week for
four successive weeks After notification by
the city council of its claim of exemption the
county court shall exempt the taxable prop
erty within the city from the next annual
county tax levy made pursuant to ORS
357410 Unless otherwise provided in the re
gional public library system contract the
amount due from the county under a re
gional public library system contract if one
exists shall be reduced by a sum equal to the
amount that would have been collected for

regional public library purposes from the
taxable property within such city had the
city not claimed the exemption The exempt
ed city shall not participate in the benefits
of the county free library or the regional
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LIBRARIES ART MUSEUMS AND ORCHESTRAS 357450

public library system as the case may be
The exemption from such tax and service
shall continue until the city annuls such ac
tion and is again included in the county tax
levy made p u r s u a n t to ORS 357410
Amended by 1955 c432 6

357430 Public library building fund
taxes 1 Any county may assess levy and
collect in the same manner as other taxes
for county purposes a special tax not to
exceed one mill on each dollar of the assessed

value of all taxable property within such
county for

a The erection of public library build
ings including a central public library build
ing maintained and operated as a public li
brary upon a site approved by the county
public library board and conveyed to the
county by any person firm corporation
city school district or union high school
district

b The erection of regional public li
brary buildings including a central regional
library building and branch library build
ings

2 The tax levy proceeds from the tax
authorized by paragraph a of subsection
1 of this section shall be placed in a sepa
rate fund known as the public library build
ing fund and shall be expended only for the
purpose for which the tax is levied No
moneys shall be drawn from the fund ex
cept upon warrant drawn by order of the
public library board for the county for which
any such tax is levied

3 The tax levy proceeds from the tax
authorized by paragraph b of subsection
1 of this section shall be paid to the coun
ty treasurer who is the custodian of the
regional public library system funds who
shall hold such moneys in a separate trust
fund in the county treasury against which
the regional public library board may draw
checks only for the purpose for which the
tax is levied Amended by 1955 c432 7

357440 Use of tax funds for branch

libraries Where a central library building is
provided in whole or in part by donations or
otherwise any remaining portions of the
fund authorized in ORS 357430 may be used
for or toward the erection of branch library
buildings to be built in cooperation with any
city within the county levying the tax which
is the source of such fund upon condition
that the city provide a site acceptable to the
county public library board and to the coun
ty court Any city may provide funds as

other funds are raised through taxation or
the sale of bonds or otherwise for the pur
chase of sites and the erection of such

branch library buildings

357445 Building plans and contracts
for construction of library buildings con
tract for operation of libraries 1 The
plans for any building erected pursuant to
ORS 357430 or 357440 shall be in accord

ance with plans prepared by architects se
lected by and under the control of the
county or regional public library board
Contracts for the erection of the buildings
shall be made by the county or regional pub
lic library board

2 The public library board of any
county in which a tax is levied pursuant to
ORS 357430 or the regional public library
board of counties levying a tax pursuant to
ORS 357430 may contract for the use and
occupation of any building erected pursuant
to ORS 357430 or 357440 by any corpora
tion maintaining and operating a central
public library and branch libraries The con
tract may be upon such terms and con
ditions and extend for such periods as the
county public library board or regional pub
lic library board deems advisable All library
buildings built pursuant to ORS 357430 or
357440 shall be free for the use of the in

habitants of the county or region where the
same is located subject only to such reason
able rules and regulations as may be pre
scribed by the management of the corpora
tion using and occupying such buildings and
maintaining public libraries therein

Amended by 1955 c432 8
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357450 Method of establishing a free
county or city public library and initial li
brary board A public library may be estab
lished by the county court sitting for the
transaction of county business or the board
of county commissioners as the case may
be or in the case of an incorporated city
by the common council commissioner or leg
islative body whatever the same may be
called Any such governing body desiring
to establish and maintain a public library
shall pass and enter upon its minutes a reso
lution or ordinance if required by city char
ter to the effect that a free public library
is established under provisions of Oregon
laws relating to public libraries and provid
ing for appointment by the judge mayor or
other presiding officer and confirmation by
the governing body establishing such library
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of a county or city public library board as
the case may be consisting of five members
to hold office one for one year one for two
years one for three years and two for four
years from January 1 in the year of their
appointment until their successors are ap
pointed

357460 Appointment of county or city
library board successors vacancies compen
sation limitations 1 At the expiration
of the term of any member of a public li
brary board the governmental body which
established the public library shall appoint

new member for a term of four years If
vacancy occurs the governmental body

shall appoint a new member for the unex
pired term Not more than one elective offi
cer of any county or city shall serve at one
time as a member of any public library board

2 No member of any public library
board or the body appointing such board
shall have any financial interest either di
rectly or indirectly in any contract to which
the library is a party nor shall receive a
salary or any payment for material or for
services rendered the board

357465 Regional public library board
1 By joint action of the county courts of
the counties which have entered into a re

gional public library system contract under
ORS 357415 a regional public library board
shall be established

2 The regional public library board
shall consist of five members appointed by
the county courts acting jointly The mem
bers first appointed shall hold office one
for one year one for two years one for
three years and two for four years from
January 1 in the year of their appointment
Their successors shall hold office for a term

of four years from January 1 in the year of
their appointment The proportion of board
members from each of the several counties

shall be provided in the regional public li
brary system contract If a vacancy occurs
the county courts acting jointly shall appoint
a new member from the appropriate county
for the unexpired term

3 No member of a regional public li
brary board or the body appointing such
board shall have any financial interest ei
ther directly or indirectly in any contract
to which the regional public library board is
a party nor shall receive a salary or any
payment for material or for services ren
dered the board

4 ORS 357450 and 357460 do not

apply to the regional public library board
1955 c432 4

357470 Board organization name of
library 1 After appointment the county
or city public library board or regional pub
lic library board shall immediately meet and
organize by the election of a president and
treasurer from its members and by the elec
tion or appointment of a secretary It may
employ such assistance as it deems neces
sary

2 The public library established and
maintained by the board shall thereafter be
known as the public library of such region
county or city Amended by 1955 c432 91

357480 Treasurer of public library
duties bond The treasurer of each regional
county or city public library board shall have
custody of all money the title of which is
vested by gift in the library or regional
library system unless otherwise provided by
the terms of the gift Before receiving the
funds of the library or regional library sys
tem the treasurer shall give a surety bond
approved by the city county or regional pub
lic library board in a sum determined by
the board and sufficient in amount to equal
the estimated largest sum of money the
treasurer will have in his custody at any
time during the year next following The
bond shall be renewed from year to year
Amended by 1955 c432 10

357490 Library board general powers
A regional county or city public library
board may

1 Establish and locate a central public
library with branches at such places as are
deemed necessary

2 Contract and be contracted with in
cluding the right to contract with regions
counties cities and school districts for li
brary service through the library boards of
such regions counties and cities and the
district school boards and expend the city
or county public library fund in carrying out
the contract

3 Purchase receive possess and dis
pose of all real and personal property neces
sary for the establishment or maintenance
of a public library and branch libraries and
have the supervision care and possession of
the rooms or buildings constructed leased or
set apart for library purposes

4 Make bylaws rules and regulations
for their own guidance and for the govern

A
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ment of the library not inconsistent with
law

5 Appoint pay and discharge all em
ployes necessary for the operation of the
library expend all funds donated given or
appropriated or taxes collected for the li
brary select and purchase books for the
library and audit all claims accounts and
vouchers in connection with the financial

management of the library limited only by
the amount of the appropriation or taxes col
lected or funds donated given or otherwise
secured

6 Exercise all such implied powers and
do all things necessary for the establishment
and maintenance of a public library not in
consistent with law Amended by 1955
c432 11

shall file with each county in the regional
public library system on or before May 1 of
each year a budget containing an estimate
of the amount of money necessary for the
county or city public library or regional
public library system for the ensuing fiscal
year

2 No county regional or city public
library board shall incur an indebtedness to
exceed the amount of money in its library
fund No money appropriated for mainten
ance of a public library shall be used for
the purchase of any real property or the
erection of any buildings but this shall not
prohibit expenditures for the maintenance
repairs and betterment of buildings already
erected Amended by 1953 c238 1 1955
c432 13

357540 Payment of claims against
county or city library At least once each
month the public library board shall meet
examine and audit all accounts demands
and claims against the public library under
its supervision and such claims as it finds
to be correct valid and payable out of the
library fund it shall cause to be marked
Approved signed by the president and sec
retary of such board and filed with the county
or city maintaining the library with support
ing vouchers Thereupon the county clerk or
the city officer having the duty of drawing
warrants upon the city as the case may be
without further audit shall file the vouchers

in his records and draw warrants upon the
library fund for the accounts demands and
claims in the same manner as other warrants

are drawn The warrants shall be paid from
the library fund No warrants shall be drawn
nor any money paid from the library fund
without the approval of the public library
board

357545 Payment of claims against re
gional library system At least once each
month the regional public library board shall
meet examine and audit all accounts de
mands and claims against the regional pub
lic library system and such claims as it
finds to be correct valid and payable shall
be paid by checks signed by the president
and the secretary of the board drawn on
the county treasurer who has custody of the

357500 Acceptance of gifts for library
purposes The public library board of any
county levying the tax permitted by ORS
357430 or any regional public library board
may accept sites buildings equipment or
other donations bequests or gifts for public
library purposes Amended by 1955 c432
12

357510 Limitation on power to purchase
books A library board of a library having
an income of less than 2500 shall not pur
chase or make accessible to the public any
books except as recommended in book lists
issued by the American Library Association
or by any state library or school department

357520 Annual report On or before

July 1 of each year every public library
board shall report to the body maintaining
the library and to the Trustees of the State
Library stating the condition of their trust
the various sums of money received from the
library funds and all other sources how
much money has been expended the number
of books and periodicals on hand the num
ber added during the year the number lost
or missing the number of books loaned out
and the general character of such books the
number of registered borrowers within each
of the taxing districts which unite to support
such library with such other statistics in
formation and suggestions as they deem of
general interest

357530 Annual budget limitations upon
indebtedness and use of funds 1 Each

city public library board and county public
library board shall file with its county or
city and each regional public library board

regional library system funds No checks
shall be drawn nor money paid from the
regional library fund without approval of
the regional public library board ORS

357540 does not apply to a regional public
library system 1955 c432 15
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357550 Central library branch libra
ries reading rooms 1 Whenever a county
court has established a county public library
the library board shall locate a central coun
ty library in the county seat unless another
city in the county exceeds such county seat
in population by more than 20 percent ac
cording to the latest federal census in which
event the county library board shall locate
the central county library in the largest city
of the county and when once located such
central county library shall not be removed
to another city by reason of change in popu
lation The central county library shall be
the principal repository for county library
books and the administrative headquarters
for the county library system Branch li
braries and reading rooms may be estab
lished and maintained as determined by the
county library board

2 In the case of a regional public li
brary system the central regional library
shall be located at a place in one of the
counties designated in the regional public li
brary system contract or if not designated
in the contract at a place in one of the
counties agreed upon by the regional public
library board The central regional library
shall be the principal repository for the re
gional public library system books and the
administrative headquarters for the regional
public library system Branch libraries and
reading rooms may be established and main
tained as determined by the regional public
library board Amended by 1955 c432 161

357560 Vesting of title to library prop
erty acquired under ORS 357400 to 357640
1 The title to property acquired by any
county under the provisions of ORS 357400
to 357640 shall be vested in the county ac
cepting it subject to the control of the
county public library board

2 The title to property acquired by any
regional public library board under the pro
visions of ORS 357400 to 357640 shall be

vested jointly in the several counties which
are parties to the regional public library sys
tem contract subject to the control of the
regional public library board Amended by
1955 c432 17

357570 Contracts for the furnishing of
library service by cities to adjoining school
districts A free public library of any incor
porated city which has population and free
public library facilities sufficient to entitle
it to claim exemption from county library
tax levied for a county or regional public li

brary pursuant to ORS 357410 whether ex
empt or nonexempt from such tax may be
come a contracting library for service to ad
joining and tributary school districts Any
such school district may by majority vote at
the annual school meeting determine to se
cure free library service from such contract
ing free city public library in lieu of service
from the county public library or regional
public library system after giving 30 days
written notice to the county court the
county public library board or regional public
library board and the proposed contracting
library of intention to vote on the question
of withdrawal Upon written request of any
such school district pursuant to an affirma
tive vote the county court of a county in
which a county library is operated in any
manner provided by law or of a county which
is part of a regional public library system
shall set aside from the county library fund
or from moneys payable to the regional pub
lic library system and pay annually to the
contracting library a sum equal to the
amount collected for county or regional li
brary purposes from such school district
The amount due from a county under a re
gional public library system contract shall be
reduced by the amount paid to the contract
ing city library pursuant to this section If
the contract guarantees to residents of the
school district all library privileges required
by law and by county library contract of the
county for districts receiving library service
from the county library the county court
shall approve and enforce the contract A
contracting library authorized by this sec
tion shall report annually to the county court
and to the county or regional public library
board stating the condition of the trust as
provided by ORS 357520 Amended by 1955
c432 18
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357580 Contracts by counties for library
service from adjoining counties or regions
contracts by counties or cities for library
service from private organizations 1 Any
county through its county court in lieu of
establishing or maintaining a county public
library may enter into a contract for library
service with the county library board of an
adjoining county or with the regional public
library board of an adjoining region main
taining a library and such adjoining county
or region is authorized to furnish the library
service upon such terms and conditions as
may be agreed upon

2 Any county or city may through its
C
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county court or city council as the case may
be in lieu of establishing or maintaining a
public library as provided in ORS 357400 to
357570 enter into a contract with any so
ciety or corporation owning and controlling
a secular or nonsectarian library for the pur
pose of providing the inhabitants of such
county or city with the free use of the li
brary upon such terms and conditions as
may be agreed upon All money paid to the
society or corporation under the contract
shall be expended solely for the support and
maintenance of the library

3 The library fund of the county con
tracting to receive library service pursuant to
this section shall be disbursed upon the order
of the county court Amended by 1955
c432 19

357590 Contracts by counties for library
service from city public libraries If there
exists in the county seat or in the largest city
in the county which fulfills the requirements
of ORS 357550 for location of a county li
brary a free public library which has been
established by a city the county court in lieu
of establishing a county library under ORS
357400 to 357570 may enter into a contract
with such public library for the purpose of
providing the county inhabitants with free
use of such public library and other adequate
library service The contract shall provide for
a definite apportionment of funds for mark
ing recording and segregation of books so
that their separate ownership may be easily
determined for deposits of books in all incor
porated cities in the county and for free
transportation of books upon request to resi
dents of the county who live outside incorpor
ated cities The contract shall also contain ex

press provision that the books of the con
tracting public library be made free to all resi
dents of the county to be used for lending and
for deposit in branch libraries and other li
braries participating in the county library
service on the same terms provided for books
bought by county funds and shall make pro
visions for such deposit of books in any city
library of the county already established as
may be equitable and just in consideration of
the proportionate share of county library tax
paid by such city

357600 Contracts by cities or school dis
tricts for library service from existing free
public libraries Any city which has not
established a library under the library laws
of the state may through its council and any
school district may through its district

school board contract with the boards of ex
isting free public libraries for library service
for such city or school district and may levy
a special tax or appropriate money from its
general funds or expend its library fund to
meet the terms of such contract

357610 Conformity to ORS 357400 to
357640 by libraries organized prior to enact
ment of those statutes effect on executed
library contracts 1 Libraries organized
under Oregon laws prior to May291919 may
have their organizations changed so as to
conform to ORS 357400 to 357640 by resolu
tion of the governmental body which estab
lished said library The resolution shall out
line the procedure necessary to be taken for
such change

2 Nothing contained in ORS 357400 to
357640 357820 and 357830 shall affect
nor change the terms of any library contract
executed prior to May 29 1919 by any coun
ty or city but the parties to said contract
may nevertheless amend such contract so
as to make it conform to all or any of the
provisions of those sections

357620 Abolition of public libraries or
library services Any public library estab
lished under ORS 357400 to 357600 or any
public library service established by contract
under those statutes shall not be abolished
or discontinued nor support be withdrawn
therefrom except by a vote at two consecutive
annual meetings or two meetings held at in
tervals of at least 12 months of the body
which established the library or contracted
for library service

357625 Turning public library over to
regional library board The governing body
of any public library supported in whole or
in part by public taxation may turn over
such library to the management and control
of a regional public library board established
under ORS 357465 1955 c432 23

357630 Donated property All persons
desiring to make donations of money per
sonal property or real estate for the benefit
of any public library or regional public li
brary system may vest the title thereto in
the name of the public library or regional
public library system to which the same is
given to be held and controlled by the public
library board of such library or system ac
cording to the terms of the deed or gift devise
or bequest As to such property the public
library board members shall be considered
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special trustees Amended by 1955 c432
20

357640 Use and management of library
Each library established under ORS 357400
to 357600 shall be forever free for the use of

the inhabitants of the county region or city
which maintains the same subject to such
reasonable rules and regulations as the pub
lic library board may adopt in order to ren
der the use of the library of the greatest
benefit to the greatest number The library
board may exclude and cut off from the use
of the library any persong who wilfully vio
late such rules or may levy reasonable fines
for violations of such rules and regulations
The library board may upon such terms as
may be deemed proper extend the privi
leges and use of such library to nonresi
dents of the taxing district which supports
it and may provide for the interchange of
books with any other library in Oregon
Amended by 1955 c432 21

357650 Repealed by 1953 c136 41

357660 Repealed by 1953 c136 4
357670 Repealed by 1953 c136 4

357680 Repealed by 1953 c136 4

357690 Repealed by 1953 c136 4

357700 Repealed by 1953 c136 4
357710 Repealed by 1953 c136 4

357720 Repealed by 1953 c136 4

357730 to 357800 Reserved for expan
sion

MISCELLANEOUS

357810 Books exposed to communica
ble diseases No books shall be loaned from
a public library or from a privately owned
circulating library to any person afflicted
with any communicable disease or to a per
son living in a residence wherein a case of
communicable disease exists If a book is

loaned unknowingly or such disease occurs
while the book is loaned such book when re
turned to the library must be disinfected in
accordance with the rules and regulations of
the State Board of Health

357820 Wilful injury to library prop
erty No person shall wilfully or maliciously
write upon injure deface tear or destroy
a book plate picture engraving map news
paper magazine pamphlet manuscript or
statute belonging to a law city county

2

school district state or other public or incor
porated library

357830 Wilful detention of library prop
erty No person shall wilfully or maliciously
detain any book newspaper magazine pam
phlet or manuscript belonging to a law city
county school district state or other public
or incorporated library for 30 days after
notice in writing from the librarian of such
library given after the expiration of time
which by regulations of such library such
book newspaper magazine pamphlet or
manuscript may be kept The notice shall
bear upon its face a copy of this section and
of subsection 4 of ORS 357990

357840 to 357900 Reserved for expan
sion

ART MUSEUMS AND ORCHESTRAS

357910 Public aid to art museums Any
county containing a population of 200000
inhabitants or more may assist in maintain
ing any art museum operated by any asso
ciation of art incorporated under Oregon
laws which has a museum building within
the limits of such county at which works of
the fine arts are exhibited and which mu
seum has been in continuous operation for
not less than five years prior to the time
such assistance is given For this purpose
the board of county commissioners of such
county may designate such association and
provide in the county budgets and pay not to
exceed 10000 in any one year to such asso
ciation to be used solely for maintaining or in
assisting to maintain such art museum and
in providing for the free access by the public
to exhibits at the museum under reasonable
rules and regulations approved by the board
of county commissioners No moneys shall
be paid under the provisions of this section
except upon warrants drawn by order of the
county commissioners No moneys shall be
paid to any association of art except such as
hold permanent as well as temporary collec
tions for the specific purpose of encourag
ing study education knowledge and appre
ciation of the fine arts Any association re
ceiving such aid shall render an annual re
port to the board of county commissioners
giving such information as may be required
by the board with respect to all moneys re
ceived under the provisions of this section
This section does not limit any such art asso
ciation in operating a school of art or art
classes at which students are charged for in
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struction as a separate department and the
free access by the public to the museum of
art does not include or apply to schools of
art art classes or lectures on art topics

357920 Tax levy for municipal orches
tra Any city having a population of 250000
or more may when authorized as provided
in ORS 357950 levy each year a tax of not
to exceed fifteen hundredths of one mill on
each dollar of assessed valuation of property
subject to taxation by the city within or
without the six percent limitation for the
purpose of maintaining and employing one
major symphony orchestra one band and
one junior symphony orchestra

357930 Submission of tax levy proposi
tion to voters The proposition of whether or
not a tax is to be levied for any one or more
of the purposes of ORS 357920 shall be sub
mitted to the voters at the next general
municipal election following and occurring
not sooner than 60 days after

1 A petition signed by a number of
voters of the city equal to at least 10 percent
of the number of voters of the city who
voted at the last general municipal election
is filed with the city council or commission
requesting submission of the question to the
city voters or

2 The city council or commission by
majority vote approves submission of the
proposition to the city voters Amended by
1955 c276 1

357940 Repealed by 1955 c276 3

357950 Action upon favorable vote If
a majority of the votes cast on the propo
sition at the election is in favor of the propo
sition the city is authorized and required to
levy a tax within the amount and for the
purpose or purposes authorized

357960 Annulment of tax for orchestra

The proposition of whether or not a tax
levied for the purposes of ORS 357920 shall
be annulled may be submitted to the voters
of the city in the same manner as provided
for the levy of the tax in ORS 357930 If a
majority of the votes cast on the proposition
is in favor of the proposition no further levy
for said purposes shall be made Amended
by 1955 c276 2

357970 to 357980 Reserved for expan
sion

PENALTIES

357990 Penalties 1 Violation of any
of the provisions of ORS 357010 to 357080
357200 to 357290 or 357400 to 357640 is a
misdemeanor

2 Violation of ORS 357810 is punish
able upon conviction in the manner pre
scribed in ORS 431990

3 Violation of ORS 357820 is punish
able upon conviction by a fine of not less
than 5 nor more than 50 or by imprison
ment not exceeding six months

4 Violation of ORS 357830 is punish
able upon conviction of not less than 5 nor
more than 25 or by imprisonment not ex
ceeding six months

CERTIFICATE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

Pursuant to ORS 173170 I Sam R Haley Legislative Counsel do hereby certify that I have
compared each section printed in this chapter with the original section in the enrolled bill and
that the sections in this chapter are correct copies of the enrolled sections with the exception
of the changes in form permitted by ORS 173160 and other changes specifically authorized by law
Done at Salem Oregon Sam R Haley
on October 15 1955 Legislative Counsel
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