
Chapter 558

Weather Modification

r

558010 Definitions

558020 Purpose of chapter

558030 Artificial weather modification prohibited
without license

558040 Application for license fee

558050 Applicant to file proof of financial respon
sibility

558060 Issuance of license licensees authority
use of improper materials cause for
suspension or revocation renewal

558070 Riling notice of intention before undertak
ing operation confining activities within
limits specified in notice

558080 Contents of notice of intention

558090 Publication of notice of intention

558100 Proof of publication
558110 Records and reports of operations public

examination

558120 Emergency licenses
558130 Suspension or revocation of license by di

rector appeal
558990 Penalties

455



456



WEATHER MODIFICATION

558010 Definitions As used in this

chapter
1 Director means the Director of

Agriculture
2 Person includes any public or pri

vate corporation 1953 c654 11

558020 Purpose of chapter The pur
pose of this chapter is to promote the public
health safety and welfare by providing for
the licensing regulation and control of
interference by artificial means with the
natural precipitation of rain snow hail
moisture or water in any form contained in
the atmosphere 1953 c654 2

558030 Artificial weather modification

prohibited without license No person with
out securing a license from the director shall
cause or attempt to cause by artificial means
condensation or precipitation of rain snow
hail moisture or water in any form contained
in the atmosphere or shall prevent or at
tempt to prevent by artificial means the
natural condensation or precipitation of rain
snow hail moisture or water in any form
contained in the atmosphere 1953 c654 3

558040 Application for license fee

1 Any person desiring to do any of the
acts specified in ORS 558030 may file with
the director an application for a license on a
form to be supplied by the director for such
purpose setting forth all of the following

a The name and postoffice address of
the applicant

b The education experience and quali
fications of the applicant or if the applicant
is not an individual the education experi
ence and qualifications of the persons who
will be in control and in charge of the op
eration of the applicant

c The name and postoffice address of
the person on whose behalf the weather
modification operation is to be conducted if
other than the applicant

d The nature and object of the weather
modification operation which applicant pro
poses to conduct including a general descrip
tion of such operation

e The method and type of equipment
and the type and composition of the ma
terials that the applicant proposes to use
f Such other pertinent information a

the director may require
2 Each application shall be accompan

ied by a filing fee in the sum of 100 and
proof of financial responsibility as required
by ORS 558050 1953 c654 41

558070

558050 Applicant to file proof of fin
ancial responsibility 1 No license shall
be issued to any person until he has filed
with the director proof of ability to respond
in damages for liability on account of acci
dents arising out of the weather modifica
tion operations to be conducted by him in
the amount of 50000 because of bodily in
jury to or death of one person resulting from
any one accident and subject to said limit
for one person in the amount of 100000
because of bodily injury to or death of two
or more persons resulting from any one
accident and in the amount of 100000 be
cause of injury to or destruction of prop
erty of others resulting from any one ac
cident

2 Proof of financial responsibility may
be given by filing with the director a certifi
cate of insurance or a bond or a certificate

of deposit of money in the same manner and
with the same effect as provided by ORS
chapter 486 1953 c654 13

558060 Issuance of license licensees
authority use of improper materials cause
for suspension or revocation renewal 1
The director shall issue a license to each
applicant who

a By education skill or experience ap
pears to be qualified to undertake the weath
er modification operation proposed in his
application

b Files proof of his financial respon
sibility as required by ORS 558050 and

c Pays the license fee
2 Each such license shall entitle the

applicant to conduct the operations described
in the application for the calendar year for
which the license is issued unless the license
is sooner revoked or suspended The conduct
ing of any weather modification operation or
the use of any equipment or materials other
than those described in the application shall
be cause for revocation or suspension of the
license

3 The license may be renewed annually
by payment of a filing fee in the sum of 50
1953 c654 5

558070 Filing notice of intention before
undertaking operation confining activities

s within limits specified in notice Prior to

undertaking any operation authorized by the
license the licensee shall file with the direc
for and cause to be published a notice of in
tention The licensee shall then confine his
activities substantially within the time and
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558080 WATER LAWS

558110 Records and reports of oper
ations public examination 1 Each li
censee shall keep and maintain a record of
all operations conducted by him pursuant to
his license showing the method employed
the type of equipment the type and compo
sition of the materials used the times and
places of operation of the equipment the
name and postoffice address of each person
participating or assisting in the operation
other than the licensee and such other in
formation as may be required by the direc
tor and shall report the same to the direc
tor at such times as he may require

2 The records of the director and the
reports of all licensees shall be available for
public examination 1953 c654 10

558120 Emergency licenses Notwith

standing any provision of this chapter to the
contrary the director may grant a license
permitting a weather modification operation
without compliance by the licensee with the
provisions of ORS 558080 to 558110 and
without publication of the notice of inten
tion as required by ORS 558070 if the oper
ation appears to the director to be neces
sary or desirable in aid of the extinguish
ment of fires dispersal of fog or other
emergency 1953 c654 11

558130 Suspension or revocation of li
cense by director appeal 1 Any license
may be revoked or suspended if the director
finds after due notice to the licensee and a

hearing thereon that the licensee has failed
or refused to comply with any of the provi
sions of this chapter

2 Any licensee may appeal from any
order of the director to the circuit court for

the County of Marion within 20 days after
service of the order The appeal shall be
heard and tried de novo in the manner pro
vided by law for the trial of suits in equity

3 Either the director or the licensee
may appeal from the order or decree of the
circuit court to the Supreme Court in the
same manner that appeals may be taken in
suits in equity 1953 c654 121

558140 to 558980 Reserved for expan
sion

area limits set forth in the notice of inten

tion 1953 c654 61

558080 Contents of notice of intention
The notice of intention shall set forth all of

the following
1 The name and postoffice address of

the licensee

2 The name and postoffice address of
the person on whose behalf the weather mod
ification operation is to be conducted if other
than the licensee

3 The nature and object of the weath
er modification operation which licensee pro
poses to conduct including a general descrip
tion of such operation

4 The method and type of equipment
and the type and composition of the ma
terials that the licensee proposes to use

5 The area in which and the approxi
mate time during which the operation will
be conducted

6 The area which will be affected by
the operation as near as the same may be
determined in advance 1953 c654 7

558090 Publication of notice of inten

tion The licensee shall cause the notice of

intention to published at least once a
week for two consecutive weeks in a news

paper having a general circulation and pub
lished within any county wherein the oper
ation is to be conducted and in which the
affected area is located or if the operation is
to be conducted in more than one county
or ifthe affected area is located in more

than one county or is located in a county
other than the one in which the operation is
to be conducted then such notice shall be
published in like manner in a newspaper
having a general circulation and published
within each of such counties In case there

is no newspaper published within the appro
priate county publication shall be made in
a newspaper having a general circulation
within the county 1953 c654 8

558100 Proof of publication Proofof

publication shall be filed by the licensee
with the director within 15 days from the
date of the last publication of the notice
Proof of publication shall be by copy of the
notice as published attached to and made
a part of the affidavit of the publisher or
foreman of the newspaper publishing the
notice 1953 c654 9

558990 Penalties Any person who vio
lates any provision of this chapter shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor 1953 c654 14

CHAPTERS 559 AND 560

Reserved for expansion
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